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Cordova fishermen listen ta Exxon officlals talk about the ofl spilt during-a three hour meeting held Tuesday evening.

i DANIEL R. SADDLER .
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Sound gillnetter, “There could be no more
Cordove, Alaska, after the, violence of this

§ot & chance to vent their anger at
wman symbols of the oll. But despite a few
ingry cutbursts and many bitter com-
:f:._“' the meeting re velatively

concern 8 losing  “Afrer Netson, Comett and McCall ar.
l’:'edu:tye for the start of the 7 p.m. meet.
: drew an angry when
would have o mve early.
y cha plans and remalned until the
ieeting ended about 11 p.m.
Comett and McCall were attacked for
%mnlum :bk:“' roles in the tanker
subsequent spill of some
6,000 barrels of ofl. *®
Comett apologized for the accident and
omised Esoton would pay off reasonable
3ims to those whom the spill will hur, *{{
4 can show you had a 10ss as the result of
2 spill, we will compensate you,” he said.
‘ou have my word."”
But fishermen were skeptical of any
pid settlement of thelr clalms, and many
ubted any monetary value could be
tced on their loss, “How much is your

=¢m and herring seiner, “This
#e town exists for and
= lose that, what then? This _
i3 every man, woman and
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mm&:’ worth 10 you?" challenged one

speaker,
Each of the officials spoke briefly en
how thelr agencles were reacting to the

Ken Florey, & research manager for the. ~

sound, announced the halt of shﬂ:ho har
vesting In pots and that the scheduled April
3 black cod was canceled pending
studles of the effect of the ofl on the fish.
'l‘heoubknowncobelughl{!oxlcto
salmon {ry soon to be emerging from their
eggs, Florey said. It also endangers the
millions of recently hatched fry held in the
four major salmon hatcheries that supply &
majority of the sound's pink salmon har.
vest,
The state also will watch to see whether
oll taints the Impending herring roe fish.
eries, both wild and cultivated, and other
species including crab, halibut, shrimp and
bottomfish, he said. The state doesn’t yet
know whether the salmon season, pro-
@ harvest of some 27 million

Jected to
pink salmon alone, will take place this sum-
mer, sald,

James Brady, Cordova-area blologist
for Alaska Fish and Game, said the rescue
efforts need to focus on erecting oil-re-
straining booms across the harbor mouths
at the four major hatcheries.

“We need to deploy our defenses in the
most critice] areas,” Brady sald. “We have
& tremendous resource and we'll do every-
thing in the world to protect its reputation
in the marketplace.”

After listening pdlitely to the fisheries
managers, Questioners zeroed in on repre-
sentatives of the Coast Guard, Exoton and
Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. Fishermen
blasted them for Inadequate contingency
plans, insufficlent quantities of clean-up

Yy be worst hit

materials, delays in deciding whether to
use chemical dispersants, and their refusa!
to accept volunteer cleanup help offered by
-fishermen,

Marla Adkins, a Prince William Sound
lodge owner, read a statement criticizing
the sttte and ol industry for “compla-

cency.”- - -

“Y realize that 80 cne is ever prepared
for & spil of this magnitude,” she said, “but
I find the response time, cleanup actions,
and lack of immediate contingency plans
totally unsatisfactory.”

The officials defended the record of 1an-
kers out of Valdez and sald they were doing
the best they could.

“We didn't know what to do with our
help,” Cornett sald, noting that previous
use of volunteer help in other spills had led
to legal problems for the company.

McCall was jeered by fishermen when
he said his radar lost track of the tanker 20
miles out of Valdez. One fisherman said his
&-{oot seiner's radar had better reach.

While some vented anger, others ex-
pressed cynical resignation in the face of
the oil spill.

“The almighty dollar rules the world,
and the Alaskans who agreed to the pipe
tine had the wool pulled over their eyes,”
sald Bob Preis, 82, skipper of a local
salmon selner. “I've heard people say we
were overreacting, but I'm dammed afraid
there's been a real tragedy, and we may
not find out alt about it for years.”

“I've got two sons under 2 years old,”
said John Mehelich, & seiner from Cor-
dova. “I've got to feed them. My biggest
concern Is my whole way of life. This year
I'm golng to have to go out and clean up oil,
and ['d rather be fishing.”
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