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Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 

Special Board Meeting Minutes 

October 30, 2006  
 
Directors Present: Nancy Bird, Al Burch, Jane Eisemann, Patience Andersen 
Faulkner, John French, Marilynn Heddell, Blake Johnson, Steve Lewis, Sharry Miller, 
Walter Parker, Bill Schoephoester, Connie Stephens, Stan Stephens and John Velsko 
 
Directors Absent: John Allen, Sheri Buretta, Pete Kompkoff, George Levasseur and 
Jim Nestic   
 
Staff Present: Bill Abbott, John Devens, Jennifer Fleming, Dan Gilson, Stan Jones, 
Lisa Ka’aihue, Tom Kuckertz, Linda Robinson, Donna Schantz and Susan Sommer  
 
Others Present: Tom Blanchard (SeaRiver Maritime), Tom Colby (Alaska Tanker 
Company), CDR Michael Gardiner (USCG MSU Valdez), Susan Harvey (Harvey 
Consulting), Joe Hughes (BLM), Greg Jones (Alyeska), Karen Kennedy 
(ConocoPhillips), Joe Levesque (PWSRCAC Legal Counsel), Sharon Marchant 
(Alyeska), Monty Morgan (Polar Tankers), Kris O’Connor (ConocoPhillips) and Scott 
Pexton (Joint Pipeline Office)  
 
1. Call to Order: President Stan Stephens called the meeting to order at 4:00pm 
and welcomed all those present.  A roll call was taken.  There were 14 directors 
present.  
 
2. Approval of the Agenda: Parker moved to approve the agenda. Faulkner 
seconded.  S. Stephens asked for objection; hearing none, the agenda was approved 
as presented. 
 
3. Public Comment Period: S. Stephens asked for comments form the public.  G. 
Jones called the Board’s attention to the memo he sent to them on October 27 
reiterating that Alyeska is consistent with its comments made at the October 4, 
2006 Board meeting, and subsequent conversations at the October 26 Joint 
PWSRCAC/Alyeska Executives’ meeting.  G. Jones added that if PWSRCAC moves 
forward with this ad campaign, he believes that it would be counterproductive to the 
work Alyeska is trying to complete at the Ballast Water Treatment Facility (BWTF). 
He added that this action would not be healthy for PWSRCAC and Alyeska’s 
relationship.  S. Stephens thanked G. Jones for his comments.   
 
4. NESHAP OLD Update: S. Stephens explained to the Board that while he has 
respect for Greg Jones and Kevin Hostler, he has very little respect for the TAPS 
Owner Companies. What PWSRCAC is requesting is a simple letter of intent from the 
Owners committing to funding the emission reductions from the BWTF and an 
appropriate timeline for these reductions to be complete. The technology has always 
been available to fix the problem but what is lacking is Owner commitment. S. 
Stephens added that not fixing the problem affects the quality of life to the workers 
at the BWTF and town of Valdez, and that is unacceptable. The proposed 
advertisement points a finger at the source of the problem – the TAPS Owners.  He 
added that, in his opinion, the only reason Alyeska is moving forward with 
correcting the 80’s and 90’s tanks is due to the recent explosion at BP’s Texas 
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refinery. PWSRCAC should seek a solid commitment in writing from the Owners. 
Trusting them is not enough.    
 
S. Stephens opened the floor for comments on the proposed advertisement.  
 
Johnson explained that the BWTF Advertising Campaign Project Team met earlier 
today and made very minor edits to the advertisement.  He and S. Jones briefly 
reviewed these changes with the Board. Johnson added that the project team also 
discussed the pros and cons of publishing the advertisement, but concluded that it 
is in PWSRCAC’s best interest to move forward with the campaign.  
 
Bird explained that she understood this meeting to be a review of the draft 
advertisement and a final discussion as to whether or not PWSRCAC wants to move 
forward with it.  In light of the new communications with the Owners, she is in favor 
of deferring the campaign.  
 
Bird moved to defer launching the BWTF Public Information Media Campaign 
indefinitely, or at least until the PWSRCAC December meeting when the Board will 
be in a work session together.  French seconded. S. Stephens asked for discussion.  
 
Johnson stated that he not in favor of postponing the advertisement until the 
Owners get more specific with their commitments.  
 
Velsko agreed that there is some merit to Bird’s motion, but he is only in favor of 
postponing the advertisement for one week.  Velsko added that he believes the 
repercussions to the Owner Companies will not be to those mentioned in the open 
letter, but to the local representatives in Alaska. If we can give them one more week 
to respond, we might be able to help the working relationship between PWSRCAC 
and these local representatives.  
 
Velsko moved to amend the original motion to postpone launching the BWTF pubic 
information advertisement for one week to give the TAPS Owners time to respond 
with an appropriate timeline and commitment to below the 25-ton threshold limit. 
Faulkner seconded. S. Stephens asked for discussion.  
 
Johnson stated that one-week will not make a difference in his mind.   
 
Bird stated, in response to her original motion, she moved to postpone the ad 
indefinitely as she believes it is critical to wait to see what happens with the 
upcoming election.  In addition, she does not believe it is appropriate to run the ad 
the Sunday prior to a major election.  She believes it would be in PWSRCAC’s best 
interest to instead try and education the new Governor Elect on this issue.   
 
A roll call vote was taken to accept the amendment to the original motion.  
Bird  No 
Burch Yes 
Eisemann No 
Faulkner No 
French No 
Heddell No 
Johnson No 
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Lewis No 
Miller No 
Parker No 
Schoephoester Yes 
C. Stephens No 
S. Stephens No 
Velsko Yes 
Motion failed (3 in favor, 11 opposed). 
 
S. Stephens asked for further discussion on the main motion made by Bird. There 
was none.  
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion made by Bird.  
Bird  Yes 
Burch No 
Eisemann No 
Faulkner No 
French No 
Heddell No 
Johnson No 
Lewis No 
Miller No 
Parker No 
Schoephoester No 
C. Stephens Yes 
S. Stephens No 
Velsko No 
The motion failed (2 in favor, 12 opposed).  
 
Velsko moved to approve publishing the advertisement as amended and to move 
forward with the BWTF Ad Campaign. Eisemann seconded. A roll call vote was taken. 
Bird  No 
Burch Yes 
Eisemann Yes 
Faulkner Yes 
French Yes 
Heddell Yes 
Johnson Yes 
Lewis Yes 
Miller Yes 
Parker Yes 
Schoephoester No 
C. Stephens No 
S. Stephens Yes 
Velsko Yes 
The motion passes (11 in favor, 3 opposed).  
 
5. Closing Comments: S. Stephens opened the floor to closing comments. 
O’Connor stated that she resents the fact that PWSRCAC is including the reference 
to ConocoPhillips’ fine.  O’Connor stated that ConocoPhillips did not foul Puget 
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Sound and was not responsible for that oil spill.  They settled with the state of 
Washington in the interest of the environment, and to move forward with business.  
 
French asked if our statement was out of line with what the courts approved. If so, 
he is reluctant to include this portion in the advertisement.  The Board and staff 
discussed the issue, and agreed to change the questionable wording so that it more 
accurately reads “ConocoPhillips’ recent fine resulting from a fouling of Puget 
Sound”. S. Stephens asked for objection to this amendment; there was none.   
 
S. Stephens asked for additional closing comments.  Bird asked exactly what the 
proposed advertising campaign would include.  S. Jones explained that the approved 
advertisement would be published in the November 5 Anchorage Daily News, and 
would again run in the November 12 Petroleum News.  As time permits, staff will 
develop public radio announcements, along the same lines of the approved open 
letter, to replace the ads PWSRCAC has already paid for through its public 
information campaign. Regarding cost, $25,000 was discussed at the October 4 
Board meeting, but it is unsure if a fund transfer was formally approved at that 
meeting.  
 
CDR Gardiner stated that he understands the organizations’ frustration, and that is 
accurately portrayed in the advertisement.  He is concerned that PWSRCAC’s 
perception will be changed to that of a confrontational organization, rather that a 
collaborative one.  He hopes that the Board carefully considered this angle of 
reaction.  
 
S. Stephens thanked CDR Gardiner for his comments, adding that he has anguished 
over this decision but believes this is the necessary action that needs to take place.  
 
6. Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 4:43p.m.  


