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Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
Executive Director’s Report 

 

John Devens 
May 3, 2007 

 
Issues of Concern:  In the last few Executive Director’s Reports I listed a number of issues 
that concerned us and we were watching. 
 

1. We continue to watch the escort tugs and have indicated our displeasure when 
conventional tugs are used as the secondary escort.  We have been addressing the 
Best Available Technology (BAT) issue with regard to escort tugs with the RPG, ADEC 
and Alyeska.  At this meeting we will bring some related recommendations to the 
Board from the C-Plan Project Team.  Associated with this we did a table-top 
exercise to determine how many tankers can be in the system with varying numbers 
of tugs. 
  

2. We have received information that Alyeska’s budget for this summer’s work on the 
ballast water project has been approved. 
 

3. We continue to watch the corrosion issues at the terminal. 
 

4. We will submit the tank welding report to the Board at this meeting for approval.  
An expert has been selected to do an inspection of the Tank 55 door sheet weld.  
You will remember that Alyeska is paying 50% of the cost for this inspection. 
 

5. In keeping with our policy to encourage other citizen organizations, the US State 
Department will send me to Finland and Estonia to deliver speeches and engage in 
discussions regarding citizen oversight.  In September I will chair a session at the 
Clean Pacific Conference on the essentials of a successful citizen oversight group.  
Stan Stephens and Stan Jones will both present during this session.  There will be a 
total of seven different presenters talking about what elements they feel are 
essential for a successful citizen group. 
 

6. Staff has been very busy working with ADEC and the Response Planning Group in 
working groups to improve on the Tanker C-Plan submission.  As you probably 
know, the RPG refused to include PWSRCAC in earlier working groups, but the plan 
they developed was deemed insufficient for review by ADEC.  We are now on a very 
tight schedule to get a plan completed and accepted before the November deadline.  

 

We have a number of ongoing projects and activities that have shown significant progress 
since the last report.  
 
Electronic Outreach 
The council maintains an extensive, award-winning website, www.pwsrcac.org, that 
provides information about our work, structure, membership, mission, and research. Susan 
Sommer continues to revamp the site with new categories for easier navigation, updated 
information and photos, and a cleaner look. 
 
Budget 
A balanced budget will be presented to you at this meeting for your approval.  We were 
forced to make more than $300,000 in cuts.  Generally the cuts were made by deferring 
project to later years.  As much as was possible and practical we used the Long Range Plan 
to make these decisions.  
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Drill  
As you are aware we have arranged to get the Board involved with the drill by chartering a 
boat to take everyone out to observe part of the on water deployment.  The challenge to 
the staff has been to work around the budget meeting, election of officers, the regular 
Board meeting, and still take a day for observing the drill.  Please be patient if some of the 
agenda is a bit compressed. 
 
Vacancies 
As I write this we are scheduling interviews to fill both vacant positions.  I want to 
recognize the willingness of staff to fill in during the time we have been short staffed.  
Very soon we should be back to full strength.  I also want to mention that Mary 
Schonberger is filling a new position for us as Office manager.  She will be given additional 
responsibility and will help Gregory Dixon with some financial administrative duties. 
 
Training 
We have had a number of staff training opportunities.  Many of you were involved with the 
staff in the Fierce Conversation training.  We have also provided a day class for all staff to 
help improve oral presentations.  All staff are encouraged to attend training programs 
specific to their jobs with PWSRCAC. 
 
History Projects 
A contract has been signed and work has begun on the Oral History project.  We did take 
advantage of our contractor being in California recently at which time she did interview 
former ADEC and PWSRCAC staff member Joe Bridgman.   
 
Linda Robinson has issued a Request for Proposals for the historical video project, in 
anticipation that this project may go forward in FY08.  The RFP can be found on our web 
site. 
 
Contract Manual 
Lisa Ka’aihue has finished a draft of our Contract Manual.  This will be an excellent 
resource for all staff but especially helpful for new staff. 
 
Cordova Shorebird Poetry Contest 
PWSRCAC sponsored a poetry contest for kids and adults in conjunction with this year’s 
Shorebird Festival in Cordova.   
 
In early March, Blake Johnson, Stan Jones and I traveled to Washington for visits with the 
Alaska delegation as well as staffers in several other offices and agencies.  Dorothy Moore, 
who was in Washington on behalf of the City of Valdez, also attended some council-related 
meetings with us.  Roy Jones, our Washington representative, arranged the meetings and 
attended them with us. 
 
During this trip, we became aware that the non-indigenous species issue appears to be 
coming to life in the new Congress.  Several bills on non-indigenous species have been 
introduced, though it’s not yet clear which is most likely to become the chief vehicle for 
legislation in this area.  Accordingly, we will be tracking the issue and related legislation 
very closely. 
 


