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Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
 

Executive Director’s Report 
 

John Devens 
 

September 6, 2007 
 
 
Issues of Concern:  In the last few Executive Director’s Reports I listed a number 
of issues that concerned us and we were watching. 
 

1. Since the May Board meeting the staff, consultants and project team 
have worked hard on the Tanker C-Plan issue.  At the time of this 
writing we have submitted numerous requests for additional 
information of which ADEC has only accepted about one half of our 
comments.  We were disappointed that some of our comments that 
appeared to be just common sense were not accepted by ADEC. 
 

2. Work on the ballast water system appears to be progressing.  Several 
weeks ago we thought we were to meet with some of Alyeska’s 
management regarding the ballast water system but the meeting did 
not take place.   
 

3. We continue to watch the corrosion issues at the terminal. 
 

4. In keeping with our policy to encourage other citizen organizations the 
US State Department sent me to Finland and Estonia to deliver speeches 
and engage in discussions regarding citizen oversight and the need for 
prevention and response plans and equipment.  Since returning I have 
received communication from the Helsinki Embassy that my visit 
resulted in improved vessel control laws in the area.  Just before the 
September Board meeting I will chair a session at the Clean Pacific 
Conference on the essentials of a successful citizen oversight group.  
Stan Stephens and Stan Jones will both present during this session.  
There will be a total of six different presenters talking about what 
elements they feel are essential for a successful citizen group. 

 
We have a number of ongoing projects and activities that have shown significant 
progress since the last report.  
 
Computer Enhancement 
In May we made a number of enhancements to our computer system including 
new servers in both offices.  
 
Audit
Our auditors recently finished this year’s audit.  The financial report will be 
presented to the Board at this meeting.  Again this year we had a very clean 
audit. 
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Vacancies 
For the first time in nearly 9 months we are at full staff.  Chris Jones accepted 
the position of Maritime Operations Project Manager, Emily Polly accepted the 
Project Manager Assistant position in Anchorage, and Denise Schanbeck 
accepted the Administrative Assistant position in Valdez. 
  
Community Visits 
In June I visited Cordova and in July students from Cordova visited the Valdez 
office.  In August I accompanied Sharon Bushell to Chenega for a day and had 
an opportunity for a number of conversations. 
 
Oral History 
A contract has been signed and work has begun on the Oral History project.  At 
this point our contractor has interviewed people in a number of communities 
including Valdez, Homer, Chenega, Copper Center, and Anchorage.  Stan Jones 
and I believe the book coming from this project will be excellent. 
 
Contract Manual 
Lisa Ka’aihue did an excellent job on the Contract Manual and it is now finished 
and in the hands of the staff. 
 
Meetings and Interviews 
In June Patience, Stan Stephens, and I met with the Presidents of the shipping 
companies and discussed with them and with Larry Hartig, Commissioner of 
ADEC, the concept of forming a Task Force to look at prevention measures.  In 
July Shell Oil brought some of their equipment to Valdez to for tests.  Our staff 
was invited to a meeting with Shell and to tour one of their vessels.  Also in July 
a number of us attended the 30th anniversary celebration of oil leaving the North 
Slope.  In preparation for the 20th anniversary of the 1989 oil spill a number of 
us have been interviewed by video groups. 
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