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State Law:  

Excerpts from AS 46.04.030 Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plans 

(B) for tank vessels and oil barges having a cargo volume of 500,000 barrels or 
more, the plan holder shall maintain at a minimum in its region of operation, 
equipment, personnel, and other resources sufficient to contain or control, and 
clean up a 300,000 barrel discharge within 72 hours; 

NOTE: PWS Tankers hold 500,000 barrels or more or oil, so AS 46.04.030 
applies. Therefore, PWS Tankers must have at least a 300,000 bbl oil spill 
response system. This is a minimum response planning system set by statute. It 
cannot be reduced without legislative action.  

Prevention initiatives developed by a Prevention Credit Task Force would not 
change this statutory requirement.  

Most of the cost of the existing PWS Tanker oil spill response system applies to 
meeting the 300,000 bbls response planning standard. Since this standard 
cannot be reduced by regulatory action, there is little opportunity to reduce 
response cost and transfer those funds to prevention without legislative action.  

 

(C) in addition to the minimum equipment, personnel, and other resources 
required to be maintained within the region of operation by (A) or (B) of this 
paragraph, a plan holder shall maintain, either within or outside of the plan 
holder's region of operation, additional equipment, personnel, and other 
resources sufficient to contain or control, and clean up a realistic maximum 
discharge within the shortest possible time; the plan holder must demonstrate 
that the equipment, personnel, and other resources maintained outside the plan 
holder's region of operation are accessible to the plan holder and will be 
deployed and operating at the discharge site within 72 hours; 

NOTE: In addition to the minimum 300,000 bbl oil spill response system, PWS 
Tankers must demonstrate they can bring in addition oil spill response 
resources to clean up the entire oil spill.  The term realistic maximum oil 
discharge (RMOD) is defined in statute as “the maximum and most damaging oil 
discharge that the department estimates could occur during the lifetime of the 
tank vessel, oil barge, facility, or pipeline based on the size, location, and 
capacity of the tank vessel, oil barge, facility, or pipeline; on the department's 
knowledge and experience with the tank vessel, oil barge, facility, or pipeline or 
with similar tank vessels, oil barges, facilities, or pipelines; and on the 
department's analysis of possible mishaps to the tank vessel or oil barge or at 
the facility or pipeline or to similar tank vessels or oil barges or at similar 
facilities or pipelines. More simply put, the RMOD is a complete loss of the 
tanker contents; for PWS Tankers, that volume well exceeds the 300,000 bbl 
minimum planning standard.  
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PWSRCAC has repeatedly advocated for additional funds to be spent on 
planning for oil spills that exceed 300,000 bbls, to protect areas outside of PWS 
from the impacts of a large oil spill. However, the PWS Tanker Owners have not 
invested in additional personnel or equipment that exceeds the 300,000 bbls 
standard. With the exception of some Tier 2 fishing vessels, there are merely 
plans in place, on paper, describing what steps would be taken to respond to a 
spill larger than 300,000 bbls. No significant financial investment has been 
made for an oil spill response system to meet RMOD.  Therefore, applying 
prevention credits to reduce the RMOD volume will not yield any significant real 
dollar cost savings that could be transferred to prevention.   
 

…. (m) When considering whether to approve or modify a contingency plan, the 
department may consider evidence that oil discharge prevention measures such 
as double hulls or double bottoms on vessels or barges, secondary containment 
systems, hydrostatic testing, enhanced vessel traffic systems, or enhanced crew 
or staffing levels have been implemented, and, in its discretion, may make 
exceptions to the requirements of (k) of this section to reflect the reduced risk 
of oil discharges from the facility, pipeline, vessel, or barge for which the plan is 
submitted or being modified. 

NOTE: AS 46.04.030(m) grants ADEC the authority to apply prevention credits to 
reduce RMOD, but not the minimum 300,000 bbl planning standard for large 
tankers. House Bill 567 set a minimum 300,000 bbl planning standard after the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill, that would never be reduced without legislative action.  

 


