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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
September 20-21, 2007 

Kodiak, Alaska  
 

Members Present 
John Allen Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA Council 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
Nancy Bird City of Cordova 
Sheri Buretta  (in person 9/20/07; via teleconf. 9/21/07) Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Pat Duffy (seated 9/20/07) Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Jane Eisemann City of Kodiak 
Larry Evanoff (non-voting) Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council 
John French City of Seward 
Marilynn Heddell (via teleconference) City of Whittier 
Blake Johnson Kenai Peninsula Borough 
George Levasseur City of Valdez 
Stephen Lewis City of Seldovia 
Thane Miller  Prince William Sound Aquaculture 
Dorothy Moore  City of Valdez 
Jim Nestic Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Walter Parker  Oil Spill Environmental Coalition 
Stan Stephens   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 
John Velsko City of Homer 
 
Members Absent 
Al Burch Kodiak Island Borough 
Pete Kompkoff Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present 
Scott Pexton Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
Vince Kelly  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
CDR Verne Gifford U. S. Coast Guard 
Joe Hughes U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
W. Scott Pegau  Oil Spill Recovery Institute 
 
Committee Members Present 
Bill Conley POVTS Committee 
Cliff Chambers POVTS Committee 
Denise Saigh TOEM Committee 
Jerry Brookman OSPR Committee 
Agota Horel SAC 
 
Staff Present 
John Devens Executive Director 
Donna Schantz Director of Programs 
Lisa Ka’aihue Director of Administration 
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant 
Gregory Dixon (via teleconference for Item 4-1) Financial Manager 
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Linda Robinson Outreach Coordinator 
Tom Kuckertz Project Manager 
Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Dan Gilson Project Manager 
Roy Robertson Project Manager 
Chris Jones  Project Manager 
Susan Sommer Project Manager 
Jacquelyn Olson Project Manager Assistant 
Emily Polley Project Manager Assistant 
Mary Schonberger Office Manager 
 
Others Present 
Greg Jones (9/20/07 only) Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Sharon Marchant  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Kathy Zinn Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Gail Colby Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Jeff Johnson Chair, Response Planning Group 
Ed Thompson (via teleconference) BP 
Amy Peloza (via teleconference) BP 
Tracy Coffey (via teleconference) Response Planning Group 
Tom Colby Alaska Tanker Company 
Anil Mathur Alaska Tanker Company 
Tom Blanchard SeaRiver Maritime 
Kris O’Connor Conoco Phillips/Polar Tankers 
John Kotula (via teleconference) Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Becky Lewis (via teleconference) Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Sharry Miller (via teleconference) Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Dan Lawn Alaska Forum for Environmental Responsibility 
Bill Walker Legal counsel: Walker & Levesque, LLC 
Joy Merriner, CPA (via teleconference for 4-1 only) Mikunda Cottrell CPAs 
Savannah Lewis Citizen 
Tom Lakosh (via teleconference) Citizen 
Iver Malutin Kodiak Area Native Association 
Bob Brodie Citizen 
Kelly Schactler SERVS/Kodiak Fishing Vessel Administrator 
Tim Robertson Nuka Research LLC 
 
Thursday, September 20, 2007 
 
Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens’ Advisory Council was held September 20 and 21, 2007, at the Kodiak Elks 
Lodge, Kodiak, Alaska.  President Patience Andersen Faulkner called the meeting to 
order at 8:40 a.m. on September 20, 2007.  
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 15 voting directors were present at the time of the 
roll call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Allen, Bird, Buretta, 
Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Johnson, Levasseur, Lewis, Miller, Moore, Nestic, Parker, 
Stephens, and Velsko. Larry Evanoff was present as an alternate for Pete Kompkoff, but 
in a non-voting capacity.  Marilynn Heddell later joined the meeting via teleconference.  
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Directors introduced themselves and reported briefly on their activities since the May 
meeting. 
 
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green sheet). Devens noted that William 
Schoephoester had resigned as the representative for the Alaska State Chamber of 
Commerce and that the board needed to seat a new director. 
 
Addition:  Seating of a director for the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce.   
 
Allen moved to approve the agenda as amended.  Moore seconded.  There were no 
objections, and the agenda was approved as amended.  
 
MINUTES (1-1, 1-2, 1-3) 
Bird moved to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting of May 2 and 4, 2007; 
the record of the Board Poll of April 16, 2007; and the record of the Board Poll of June 
28, 2007.   Eisemann seconded.  The motion was approved as presented by unanimous 
consent.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Iver Malutin of the Kodiak Area Native Association welcomed everyone to Kodiak and 
thanked PWSRCAC for its work.  He commended PWSRCAC’s public outreach efforts in 
Kodiak for the geographic response scenarios (GRS) work. 
 
Bob Brodie, a former member of the Oiled Mayors Association and a member of the 
Board in the formative days of PWSRCAC, spoke about his recent participation in 
PWSRCAC’s oral history project.  He also thanked PWSRCAC for its continued work. 
 
DIRECTOR APPOINTMENT – For the Good of the Order 
Bird moved to confirm and seat Pat Duffy as the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
representative for the unexpired term ending May 2008.  French seconded.  Duffy 
introduced himself to the Board and gave a brief summary of his background.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
(Marilynn Heddell joined via teleconference.  Directors present: 17 voting; 1 non-voting) 
 
OPENING COMMENTS & ACTIVITY REPORTS – PWSRCAC COMMITTEES 
 
OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE COMMITTEE (OSPR): John French reported that it 
had been a busy summer for the OSPR Committee working on the terminal and tanker c-
plan reviews, the response gap analysis project and other aspects of response which 
would come up later on the agenda for full discussion.  He said the committee had also 
discussed an oil spill prevention task force proposal which would look at increasing 
emphasis on prevention in lieu of response.   He said the committee was also concerned 
about the lack of good data on the ability of mechanical response equipment to 
encounter the oil in order to cleanup a spill.   
  
PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS (POVTS):  Bill Conley delivered the 
POVTS Committee report in the absence of chair Bob Jaynes.   He welcomed Chris Jones 
as maritime operations project manager to the committee.   He reported that the marine 
fire-fighting symposium was still planned for 2008 and the contracts were being drawn 
up.  A final draft of the aquatic noise pollution project was pending and anticipated at 
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the beginning of October.  A corrosion project looking at double hull vessels may be 
postponed until 2008.  He also mentioned that three members of the committee had left 
in the past few months and they were looking for new volunteers. 
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC):  Dorothy Moore reported for SAC in the 
absence of chair Richard Tremaine.  She said the committee had met three times since 
the May meeting and its main focus had been on the Long-Term Environmental 
Monitoring Program (LTEMP), dispersants and non-indigenous species (NIS) issues.  She 
reported that Dr. A. J. Paul, a member of the committee for 17 years, had resigned 
effective June 27.   
 
She reported that the Nordic Viking ran aground in Port Gravina during the summer and 
spilled approximately 3,500 gallons of diesel fuel.  The LTEMP project contractor had 
recommended sampling of this site due to the volume spilled so close to the shore.  She 
reported that sampling had been done 10 days after the spill, again on September 12, 
and would be done again, weather-permitting, in conjunction with the regular LTEMP 
project sampling in October.   
 
Moore also reported that the committee had begun a literature search for the 
hydrocarbon uptake project.  The information will enable the project team to evaluate 
the potential for the applied research, which would be the next step in the project.   
 
She announced that the next SAC meeting would be held October 10, and a Science 
Night on November 29, 2007, the focus of which would be ocean currents in the region 
as well as the annual LTEMP report.   
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING COMMITTEE (TOEM):  
Tom Kuckertz (staff) reported for the TOEM Committee in the absence of chair Bob 
Benda.  He said the committee had been active, having met monthly since May, and had 
several items on this agenda: the land-water interface and fire protection assets, seismic 
reports on rock slide potential at the Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) and tsunami 
hazards in the area of Port Valdez, a report on the tank weld issues on Tank 55, and a 
report on the air pollution coming from the Ballast Water Treatment Facility (BWTF).  He 
reported that the committee was also keeping track of the oil flow and storm water from 
the secondary containment with respect to operations at the VMT and will continue to 
look at corrosion at the VMT.   
 
Kuckertz reported that a new project on the committee’s agenda for the upcoming year 
was looking at redundancy of communication in the movement of the Alyeska’s 
operational control center for the pipeline from Valdez to Anchorage.  
 
He said the committee also was involved, albeit to a lesser degree than the POVTS 
Committee, in the AIS system and ice radar projects.   
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Sharon Marchant led the Alyeska and SERVS activity reports.  She introduced Kathy 
Zinn, the new Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) director, and Gail Colby, who would report 
on SERVS activities in the absence of Mike Meadors. 
 
Marchant announced that during various recesses in the meeting there would be a slide 
show shown of the various stages of the Ballast Water Treatment Facility 
reconfiguration, as well as a short video of commentaries of people who started the 
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pipeline, their thoughts on the project and its accomplishments 30 years later.  
Marchant also announced that she would be retiring from Alyeska at the end of the year 
and this meeting would be her last PWSRCAC Board meeting.   
 
On issues outside of the VMT and SERVS, Marchant reported that Alyeska was putting 
together a day of information for the SAC-sponsored Science Night and other 
information on November 29th. 
 
VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL REPORT 
Kathy Zinn stated that her focus for the remainder of the year would be to continue the 
positive safety trend.  She reported that there had been only one minor reportable injury 
in 2007 and no lost-time cases.  Other focus areas would include pipeline integrity 
testing (PIT) and corrosion identification and mitigation, terminal systems renewal, 
terminal personnel succession planning, continuing the focus on open work 
environment, and implementation of the principles of accountability leadership. 
 
Zinn reported that there were 10 spills, and the total spill volume year to date was 56 
gallons.   
 
She reported that Alyeska had discussed with PWSRCAC staff the changes Alyeska was 
making to the ballast water treatment (BWT) project schedule, i.e., reversing the order of 
some of the installations.  She said Alyeska originally planned to install the air strippers 
in 2009, to reduce air emissions and relieve operational constraints it was experiencing 
with the biological treatment tanks (BTTs) and the lead-time issues with the induced gas 
flotation units (IGFs) that would replace the diffused air flotation (DAF) cells.  The 
installation of the air strippers would be moved up to 2008 and the installation of the 
IGFs that was planned for 2008 will be done in 2009.  She said this would allow Alyeska 
to work over the coming winter months to make sure that the IGF is the correct 
technology.  She said the lead time to order the IGFs was very long and this would also 
allow some extra time to get them ordered and the engineering work done.   
 
She reported that the vapor project, tying the 90s tanks into the vapor recovery system, 
was on track to finish by the end of the year.  
 
Zinn stated that the BWT work planned for 2008 would include dealing with surge 
control in the dyke area, looking at the feasibility of removing the 80s tanks from 
service, idling Tank 92, completing the pilot testing of the BWT started in 2007, 
performing engineering for secondary treatment, such as IGFs or filters, and upgrading 
the DAF building. 
 
On vapor recovery, Zinn reported that the high density polyethylene (HDPE) vapor line 
had been welded.   The line installation was about two weeks behind schedule because 
of a stuck drill bit and was now scheduled for late September.  It was still due to be 
completed by the end of the year.  
 
She said that the main gate at the VMT would be hardened as a security upgrade. 
 
On other 2007 VMT projects, Zinn stated that Tank 8 cleaning was done and inspection 
was in process; additional engineering reviews of Tank 55 on how to proceed forward 
was completed and the work will be finished up.  There were still some outstanding 
engineering reviews to be done on the Tank 56 door sheet, and the Owners were still 
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reviewing whether to take West Tank Farm out of service.  In the meantime, Zinn said 
they were readying Tank 16 to go back into service. 
 
Zinn spoke briefly of a pinhole leak in a power/vapor low pressure line and said that an 
investigation and testing on that area and other parts of the line was underway.  She 
said initial thoughts were that the problem was caused by dislike metals of carbon and 
stainless steel with no flange isolation connection kit between the two.  She said they 
had investigated a similar connection further down the line, but that connection 
appeared to have an isolation kit.   
 
She said the quarterly corrosion action team met on September 12 and they continue to 
review the items that they have identified.  She also reported that the PIT program was 
increased by 24 sites and the current scope of work was 372 sites, a 7% increase over 
the 349 previous sites.  She said there was also continued engineering work on the 
potential pigging of the underground pipe.   
 
Stephens asked Zinn whether Alyeska was considering how to handle the amount of 
dirty ballast that the double hulled vessels may have to bring in during the winter 
months because of conditions in the Gulf of Alaska.  Zinn stated that Alyeska does not 
do those models because of anti-trust issues; rather, the Owner companies get an 
outside party to put the models together.  She said she would find out the answer and 
get back to staff.  
 
Stephens asked how Alyeska was able to keep the BWT microbes alive and the system 
working during the summertime when most of the ballast was segregated.  Zinn 
responded that the operators had been working hard to cycle the oil through the system 
in order to keep the microbes alive and she confirmed that the process was working. 
 
Stephens stated that the West Tank Farm issue should be a priority of PWSRCAC to 
make sure that it stays in operation and available when inventory levels are high.  Zinn 
stated that only Tank 16 was scheduled to return to service.  
 
Stephens also pointed out that PWSRCAC had recommended many years in the past that 
stainless steel be used instead of carbon steel on the low pressure lines because of 
concerns about corrosion issues between dissimilar metals. 
 
Dan Lawn commended Alyeska for voluntarily deciding to change a check valve near 
Fairbanks when a test indicated that its leak-by was too great and for the shutdown 
ordered by the project manager on the door sheet welding on Tank 56 when he found 
the crews not working together as they should. Lawn said Alyeska deserved some credit 
for the way it handled these two problems.  However, Lawn said he had expected to hear 
more detail from Zinn on the stainless steel versus carbon steel power/vapor recovery 
system. He said he thought that piece of line that had experienced the pinhole leak had 
been changed out several years ago when major upgrades were made to those lines.  He 
also questioned why there was an isolation kit from carbon to stainless steel lines but 
not in the other direction. He said it was almost unheard of to see a corrosion hole in a 
vertical pipe.  Zinn stated that 21% of the piping for the low pressure lines at the 
power/vapor system were stainless steel, and when they were last looked at 
approximately 10 years ago it was determined that the corrosion level in those lines at 
that time did not warrant replacing them.  This was a decision made in consultation 
with BLM and JPO.  She said that the corrosion action team, the PIT team and the 
engineering team were all working on the investigation of the present situation. 
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SERVS REPORT 
Gail Colby, Compliance and Preparedness Manager for SERVS, reported that there had 
been two minor recordable injuries as of 8/31/07.   She said that three new response 
coordinators had been hired: Bran Holmes as the SERVS Base Response Coordinator; Jim 
Rosenberg as the Environmental Response Coordinator, and Kathy Huot, formerly of the 
USCG, as the On Shore/Sensitive Areas Response Coordinator.  Colby also briefly 
profiled Sam Swatzell, SERVS Open Water Training Response Coordinator.  
 
Colby reported that the normal work activities had continued throughout the summer 
with monthly transrec deployments and open water training and fishing vessel training.  
She reported that six ports had been trained to date under the fishing vessel training: 
Homer, Seward, Valdez, Whittier, Kodiak and Cordova.  This amounted to 255 vessels 
and 932 fishermen trained.  She said there was a nearshore exercise schedule for 
September in conjunction with fall fishing vessel training in Cordova with the 
anticipated participation of approximately 50 vessels.  She reported that the BP drill in 
May went well and the on-water portion was well received.  There had been four towing 
exercises and 35 tether exercises as of August 31, 2007.  A VMT drill would be held 
October 24, 2007 focusing on sensitive site protection.  
 
Other activities included working with the Response Planning Group (RPG) on the 
rewrite of the Prince William Sound tanker c-plan, working with the VMT on a rewrite of 
the VMT c-plan, and the barge upgrade project. 
 
On a separate issue that could significantly affect the fishing vessel program, Colby 
reported that the Alaska Department of Labor had issued a letter that fishing vessel 
owners were not exempt from reporting and paying unemployment insurance when 
participating in training programs.  The initial letter was limited to Cordova, but the 
issues would effectively encompass all the vessels owners involved in the SERVS 
program, i.e., if fishing vessel owners are engaged in fishing vessel exercises, they must 
pay into the unemployment insurance fund for their crews.  While the potential impact 
to the fishing vessel program was unknown, Colby emphasized that SERVS was only 
monitoring the issue and considered it an issue between the State Department of Labor 
and the fishing vessel owners.  SERVS was encouraging fishing vessel owners to contact 
their own tax accountants. 
 
Velsko asked if SERVS would be willing to share the data on the fishing vessel training 
records.  Colby responded that because the records contain personal information on the 
personnel involved she did not believe SERVS would be able to share that information 
directly, but she would get back to PWSRCAC staff on that question.   
 
Velsko also commented that SERVS was downplaying the issue over the unemployment 
insurance, which could have significant impact on the fishing vessel program in general.  
He said he could see vessel owners dropping out of the program rather than deal with 
the paperwork and the costs. 
 
On other issues relating to the fishing vessel program, Eisemann and Lewis asked for 
information on how SERVS verifies when fishing vessel owners are out of town and not 
available for call-out.  Colby said the vessel owners were required to let SERVS know 
when they are not available and she would get back to PWSRCAC staff on how the 
information is verified. 
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Stephens asked that the Board recognize SERVS and moved that PWSRCAC send a letter 
reiterating its support for SERVS.  Lewis seconded, and the motion passed by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Colby also announced the wildlife response and rescue for fishing vessels would be 
conducted October 2-4, 2007, in Cordova. 
  
A general discussion followed on the call-in and call-out and tracking of fishing vessels 
registered under the fishing vessel response program. 
  
Levasseur moved that PWSRCAC send a letter of objection to the Alaska Department of 
Labor’s unemployment insurance determination letter and ask for an exemption for 
fishing vessel owners on the basis that it was not in the interests of public policy.  Bird 
seconded.   After some discussion, it was agreed to postpone action on the motion to 
the following day.  [This motion was later withdrawn after additional discussion the 
following day.] 
 
Dan Lawn, commenting on the wildlife rescue and response training, cautioned everyone 
about the expectation of the likelihood of the survival of oiled sea otters if they are not 
taken to treatment facilities immediately – such as by air -- not by boat. 
 
Recess: 10:40 a.m. -10:55 p.m. 
 
For the good of the order 
President Faulkner asked those in the audience to introduce themselves.   
 
ALYESKA/SERVS REPORT (continued) 
Greg Jones, Alyeska Vice President, hit highlights of the questions raised by directors. 
 
On the West Tank Farm, he stated that the Owner companies asked Alyeska not to take 
it out of service, so Tank 16 will continue in service for undetermined period of time 
and at least through 2008.  As a result, Jones said Alyeska had advised the Owners that 
it would resume regular maintenance and other programs that are needed and required 
to operate Tank 16 prudently since the tank will not be removed from service.  
 
Jones reiterated an earlier comment made by Marchant that Alyeska does not have 
direct access to data on winter throughput at the BWTF because of anti-trust 
regulations.  Rather, it gets the data from a contractor.   
 
On fishing vessel training records, Jones assured the Board that SERVS keeps records on 
the fishing vessels that are available for call-out and those records are checked by the 
State of Alaska.  He said Alyeska could not release that information to PWSRCAC 
because of the confidential and personal information contained in those records. 
 
On stainless steel-to-carbon steel pipe corrosion issues on the vapor recovery system 
piping, Jones reported that a dime-sized hole had been found in a vertical pipe -- an area 
where no corrosion had been experienced before – and engineering was investigating. 
 
On the fishing vessel program generally, Jones emphasized that for the program to be 
viable, both Alyeska/SERVS and the fishing vessel operators each had to do their own 
parts, including a commitment by the operators to comply with the call-in requirements 
and other contract requirements, etc.  He acknowledged that there was a downward 
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trend in the number of operators participating in the program.  Jones also stated that, 
when asked, Alyeska had communicated to the Alaska Department of Labor that the 
insurance issue could be a problem to the program but that it did not intend to interfere 
with the Department’s determination of this issue.   
 
Jones reported Alyeska was making adjustments as issues were identified through its 
Integrity Management Program and was instituting system-wide checks when problems 
were found in certain areas.  He reported that Alyeska had just signed a formal 
memorandum to institute a three-year inspection of the VMT system piping instead of 
the five-year program presently in place. 
 
Thane Miller asked if the severe weather conditions the previous winter had entered into 
the decision not to take Tank 16 and the West Tank Farm out of service.  Jones 
responded that he was certain that the weather had something to do with the decision 
but it was not Alyeska’s decision to make, rather that of the Owners.  He pointed out 
that the decision was always driven by estimates of throughput inventory rather than 
weather conditions.  Miller countered that throughput had been curtailed significantly 
during inclement weather when the inventory level was high.   
 
Miller also addressed the check-in procedures for the fishing vessel response fleet.  He 
raised concern that those fishing vessel operators who were part of the fleet had 
contracted under a certain set of expectations, and those expectations had changed 
significantly on the part of Alyeska/SERVS in the last 15 years and that SERVS is not 
listening to the concern of the operators.  He said the general trend had been an 
increase in commercial fishing in the past 15 years but SERVS was not going to see an 
increase in recruitment into the fishing vessel program until it addresses the 
compensation issue and the terms of employment that are of concern to the operators.   
 
Devens pointed out to Jones that there should be a way to verify from SERVS’ records 
that the fishing vessel training is actually being done without looking at protected 
personal data.  Devens said he would try to pursue this with SERVS. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS – EX OFFICIOS 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC):  
Vince Kelly reported that ADEC’s main focus was the tanker c-plan review.   He said 
responses to Requests for Additional Information (RFAI’s) were due the following day 
(9/21/07) and that November 1, 2007 was the date by which the renewed plans were to 
be in place. 
 
He also reported that the Department and the Shippers had entered into a Compliance 
Order by Consent (COBC), which addressed immediate resolution of the secondary barge 
containment shortfall and required heightened prevention and response mitigation 
measures to be taken in the interim.   He reported that the COBC was signed the 
previous day (9/19/07), although the mitigation measures had been in place for 
sometime.  
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR):   
Scott Pexton reported that at a recent meeting of the Executive Council of the Joint 
Pipeline Office (JPO) an agreement had been entered into by the 12 agencies to re-
establish support of the JPO concept.  Since then ADNR and BLM had prepared a 
memorandum of agreement and it was being circulated to the other agencies.  He said 
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they had committed to working together again at another meeting in mid-October.  He 
distributed an organizational chart of the JPO. 
 
Pexton also reported that ADNR had issued a right-of-way to Alyeska to construct the 
launch facility for response in the Copper River.  Since that time, Alyeska had been 
working with the U.S. Corps of Engineers and with the private landowner for a road 
access to that boat launch facility and there were cultural issues to work out with the 
State Historic Preservation Office.   
 
On the southern end of the Pipeline, Pexton reported that ADNR had issued the land use 
permit for the Bear Creek flood repairs and a land use permit for some cathodic 
protection enhancements outside the right-of-way at the Sheep Creek Camp area and 
had received an application for further flood repair work on drainages from Pipeline 
Mile Post 790-794. 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM):   
Joe Hughes reported that all the testing on the air emissions and water quality at the 
BWTF had continued and had been monitored.  He said Alyeska had added an additional 
BTEX analyzer to the system.  He commended Alyeska on their approach to the project, 
their attention to safety and to the process.  He stated that while some issues did arise, 
Alyeska’s quality program caught the issues and addressed them.  He also spoke of 
corrosion on the pipeline and Alyeska’s cooperation with the JPO and their openness 
with which they addressed the problems.  Hughes said the JPO would continue to 
monitor the corrosion issues. 
 
On tank farm issues, Hughes said everyone was concerned about the inventory status.  
He said it was being worked on and was a concern of the JPO.   
 
He announced that Rhonda Williams would make a presentation to the Board at its 
January meeting on the status of spill containment sites on the Copper River drainage. 
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI) 
Scott Pegau invited PWSRCAC to attend OSRI’s board meeting in Anchorage on 
September 24 at which OSRI’s work plan for FY08 would be discussed.  He noted that 
OSRI was in the middle of a five-year science plan which outlined projects OSRI was  
looking at, including continuation of its work with the ocean observation network, 
education programs, new conferences on the detection of oil in the marine environment.  
He encouraged attendance at the Oil in Ice Conference in Anchorage, October 10-11, 
2007.  He reported that OSRI was continuing its involvement with the joint industry 
program designed to test oil spill response capabilities in ice-covered waters.  He said 
OSRI was also continuing its work with the Coastal Resource Response Center to look at 
projects that OSRI may fund that would work in conjunction with the industry-funded 
projects.  They will also meet in Anchorage in October, right after the Oil in Ice 
Conference.   
 
He said OSRI’s other significant focus was on the Innocentive Prize Project.  He reported 
that the solutions to two of the three challenges posed were just now coming in: how to 
break viscous sheer once the oil is below its pour-point; and the remediation of lingering 
oil in Prince William Sound.  He said they were awaiting the solutions on the 
containment of submerged oil.  The responses were under review at the present time. 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USGC): 
CDR Verne Gifford reported that he took command from CDR Gardiner approximately 
three months prior and that the annual rotation of personnel through MSU Valdez was 
complete.   
  
He reported that USCG was installing new radars at Spit Point and Potato Point that 
would have 16 times better reception and on dual frequencies.  He said he had sent a 
memo to Coast Guard Headquarters to request similar capability for the ice radar and 
had put in a request for better AIS reception. 
 
Levasseur raised the issue of poor cell phone coverage in Prince William Sound in 
general, and said PWSRCAC and the agencies should try to encourage the cell phone 
providers to improve coverage in Prince William Sound.  Stephens said he would be 
going to Washington, DC, in the near future to meet with Alaska’s congressional 
delegation that he would do whatever he could do to push that and other issues. 
 
ANNUAL AUDITOR’S REPORT (4-1) 
Finance Manager Gregory Dixon and Joy Merriner of Mikunda Cottrell, via 
teleconference, presented the auditor’s report for FY 2007.  Merriner reported a clean 
report with no problems.  She noted that PWSRCAC’s financial condition continued to 
improve with net assets of approximately $900,000.   
 
Merriner noted that recent changes in auditing standards and procedures would result 
in the requirement for third party verification of information reported by management 
and a change in the audit report date.  She said another change in procedures requires 
the auditor to report in writing any internal control deficiencies that are found during 
the course of an audit that the auditor considers to be significant or material to 
PWSRCAC.  She noted that Mikunda Cottrel spent some time documenting PWSRCAC’s 
internal controls and understanding them and found no deficiencies that they needed to 
communicate in writing.  She noted that the control systems that are in place are strong.  
Another change in standards and procedures for future audits will require that the 
auditor look more closely at internal controls and will change the auditor methodology 
to some extent. 
 
French moved to accept the FY2007 Financial Auditor’s Report.  Bird seconded, and the 
motion passed by unanimous consent.  
 
A budget modification sheet was distributed that summarized the impact to the 2008 
budget of proposals that would come before the Board at this meeting.  (This was an 
information-only item and no action was requested or taken.) 
 
OPENING COMMENTS – TAPS SHIPPERS 
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC) 
Tom Colby reported that a discharge of oil through a lube-oil cooler 200 miles offshore 
at the end of August was reported as an incident and addressed by the company.  
 
Colby reported that the Prince William Sound is scheduled to leave the TAPS trade in 
2008, but will be kept in service long enough to cover a 2008 4th quarter dry-docking on 
the Alaskan Frontier, which will be ATC’s first new-build ship to go through dry-dock.   
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He reported that ATC was looking at two technologies to reduce smokestack opacity, 
one an emulsifier to improve combustion and reduce visible emissions.  This new 
technology was installed on the Alaskan Explorer and ATC was waiting to see the 
results.  The other technology was a catalytic regenerative aerosol trap for which ATC 
had just placed an order.   
 
Colby also reported attaining 11 million man-hours in July without injury.  
 
Levasseur commended ATC for attempting to reduce smokestack emissions in Port 
Valdez. 
 
BP 
Jeff Johnson announced that he was now the chairman of the Response Planning Group 
(RPG), but the role had been split with Ed Thompson who was the plan administrator of 
the c-plans. 
 
SEARIVER MARITIME 
Tom Blanchard reported that SeaRiver Maritime had passed the 15 month mark without 
any recordable injuries in the fleet and until September 1st, 2007, had gone over seven 
years without a lost time injury.  Since then a minor injury had been recorded in 
SeaRiver’s East Coast fleet personnel. 
 
Blanchard reported that the Sierra and the Kodiak had worked the TAPS trade during 
the 2007 summer and that the Long Beach would be put back into TAPS service for the 
coming winter. 
 
Lewis took exception to SeaRiver’s plans to return the Long Beach and possibly the 
Baytown, two old vessels, to Alaska service to meet customer expectations and not 
committing to any new-builds with redundant systems for Alaska trade.  Blanchard 
stated that he had taken note of the concerns raised. 
 
CONOCO PHILLIPS/POLAR TANKERS 
Kris O’Connor said Polar Tankers was proud to celebrate its 30th year anniversary of 
carrying TAPS crude. 
 
On safety, O’Connor reported zero spills in 2007, one lost-time injury and two medical 
treatments.  She said the company was continuing its work safety program. 
 
She reported that the Endeavour-class vessels were working well in the TAPS trade.  The 
Endeavour itself made 153 trips, the Resolution 130 trips, the Discovery 98 trips, the 
Adventure 64 trips, and the Enterprise 17 trips. 
 
O’Connor also reported that mystery writer Dana Stabenow had contacted her about 
doing an article on marine pilots.  Polar Tankers arranged for Ms. Stabenow to follow a 
marine pilot out to one of its tankers.  The article should be published soon in Alaska 
magazine.   
 
On personnel issues, O’Connor reported that Antonio Valdez retired from Conoco 
Phillips, and George McShea had succeeded as President of Conoco Phillips Marine.   
 
O’Connor reported that the apprenticeship program was going forward with AVTEC this 
fall. 
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Lunch Recess: 12:50 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE BOARD 
Faulkner reported that it had been a busy summer.  She said she had attended the 
change-of-command ceremony at the USCG-Valdez and the 30th anniversary party of 
TAPS in Anchorage.  She had met with the Shippers and toured the VMT.  She said she 
participated in the Finance Committee and the Executive Committee meetings, and the 
Copper River Nouveau festival in Cordova.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (2-1) 
John Devens updated his written report in the meeting packet at Item 2-1.  He 
announced the new additions to staff since the last meeting: Chris Jones, the marine 
operations project manager in Valdez; Emily Polley, a project manager assistant in 
Anchorage, and Denise Schanbeck, a new administrative assistant in Valdez. 
 
Devens reported that since the May meeting he had been to Finland and Estonia to talk 
about oil spill scenarios and had participated in a panel at the Clean Pacific Conference, 
along with Stan Stephens, Stan Jones, former USCG Captain of the Port-Valdez Mark 
Swanson, and other heads of other citizens groups.   
 
He reported that PWSRCAC’s oral history project was going well and the interviews were 
ongoing.  With respect to the oral history, Moore suggested staff take a look at a 16 mm 
film on Valdez that was taken right after the oil spill. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1, 3-2, 3-3, and 3-4) 
Faulkner presented the following items on the Consent Agenda for approval: 
 
3-1 Sole Source Contracting Policy Amendment 

• Modification of policy 205, as follows: 
When in the best interest of PWSRCAC, as recommended by the project manager 
and executive director, contract proposals may be solicited on a limited basis from 
a selected list of qualified contractors, multi-year contracts may be negotiated for 
long-term projects or sole source contracts can be awarded.  Such approval may be 
granted by Executive Committee for contracts less than $30,000 and by the full 
board for contracts over $30,000. 

 
3-2 Personnel Leave Policies: 

• PWSRCAC Vacation Leave Cash-In Policy 
PWSRCAC leave policies are intended to promote the health and well-being of 
employees and it is the preference of the organization that employees use their 
accrued vacation leave to take time off from work.  However, employees having in 
excess of 80 hours of vacation leave, may submit a written request to the Executive 
Director for leave cash-in subject to the following limitations: 
 
1. A minimum of 80 hours is maintained in the employee’s accrued vacation 

leave balance. 
2. Requests are limited to two (2) times per fiscal year, and up to a maximum 

of 100 hours per fiscal year. 
3. Payments will be processed in regular payroll runs only. 

  
• PWSRCAC Mandatory Leave Usage Policy 
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Except for the first fiscal year of employment, every employee shall be required to 
take 40 hours vacation leave each fiscal year prior to the end of year.  Employees 
who fail to take the full 40 hours of vacation leave shall be considered to have 
forfeited those hours as if they had been taken.  The difference between the hours 
taken and the forty hours shall be subtracted from the employee’s vacation leave 
accounts at the end of the fiscal year.  Vacation leave donated and vacation leave 
cashed-in shall not count as hours used for purposes of this policy. 

 
3-3 Non-Indigenous Species Grant Funding Acceptance 

• Acceptance of a $5,000 budget modification (grant) from the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, in addition to the $72,000 accepted in July 2007, for a total of $77,000; 
and the corresponding fund transfer from the FY08 contingency fund to Project 
952 Aquatic Nuisance Species Contracts in the amount of $5,000.  

 
3-4 Valdez Marine Terminal Fire Protection Assets  

• Creation of a project to examine the interface between on-water and on-shore fire 
protection assets with a budget of $25,000; authority to transfer $25,000 from 
the contingency fund to budget for this project; and authority to use Loss Control 
Associates to provide the expertise needed for the project. 

 
Stephens moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Velsko seconded, and 
the motion passed by unanimous consent.  
 
NON-MECHANICAL RESPONSE GAP IN PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND (4-2) 
Tim Robertson of Nuka Research LLC presented preliminary findings of a project to 
assess the extent, seriousness, and possible mitigation of the non-mechanical response 
gap in Prince William Sound and the inability to respond at Hinchinbrook Entrance and 
Central Prince William Sound.  This project was a follow-on project from one completed 
in February 2007 on the mechanical response gap.   
 
Robertson observed that if response could be done during periods of darkness, this 
would improve the response gap considerably when considering all technologies. 
 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
SERVS BARGE CAPACITY SHORTFALL (4-3) 
Tom Blanchard of the Response Planning Group (RPG) presented the RPG’s short-term 
and long-term fixes developed over the summer months to meet the response planning 
standard for barge storage capacity.  A shortfall in the barge storage capacity was 
identified and reported by the RPG earlier in the year.  Blanchard outlined the 
optimization of piping for simultaneous loading and decanting on a refurbished 450-6 
and the three current TransRec barges in the TAPS system, improving the decanting 
efficiency to 95%, and eventually phasing out the Barge 450-1. 
 
The board was asked to approve a transfer of funds for the purpose of hiring an expert 
to verify the decanting capabilities of the TransRec barges. 
 
French moved approval of a transfer of $30,000 from the Contingency Fund to Program 
700/Oil Spill Response for the purpose of verifying the decanting capabilities of the 
TransRec barges.  Velsko seconded.  The motion passed (Stephens opposed). 
 
FUNDING FOR PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND TANKER ESCORT SYSTEM INITIATIVES (4-4) 
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Project Manager Chris Jones updated the Board on the status of the initiatives it 
approved at the May Board meeting as its position on the tanker escort system.  The 
Board was also asked to approve a transfer of funds from the Contingency Fund to 
Project 801/Tanker Escorts for the purpose of retaining a consultant knowledgeable 
with tug capabilities and tanker/ship towing operations.  Jones stated that through the 
consultant PWSRCAC hoped to clarify its assumptions that:  
 

• The ETT in a more capable tug than the PRT in the primary escort role; 
• The secondary escort may be required to assist the primary tug in “saving” a 

disabled tanker; and  
• That there are tugs of greater open-ocean towing and salvage capability than the 

ETTs, PRTs and the Theriot-class tugs to serve in the capacity of the 
Hinchinbrook Entrance tug. 

 
A briefing sheet was included in the meeting materials.  (Staff pointed out an error on 
the briefing sheet in that the budget for the project was $5,000, not $11,500.) 

 
Stephens moved to authorize a transfer in the amount of $55,000 from the Contingency 
Fund to Project 801/Tanker Escorts; and to delegate authority to the Executive 
Committee to approve a contract in an amount not to exceed $60,000 to evaluate the 
PRTs and ETTs in the primary escort role and provide expert opinion on the role of the 
secondary tug and performance requirements of the Hinchinbrook standby-tug beyond 
closure limits in the Gulf of Alaska.  Lewis seconded.   
 
Discussion followed.  French commented that the evaluation could be best accomplished 
by a best available technology (BAT) analysis by ADEC and he hoped that the PWSRCAC 
project would provide enough information for ADEC to do that.   
 
Miller said he would vote in favor of the motion despite his dissatisfaction with the 
action requested and the limit in its scope.  He felt BAT was what should be used, but 
noted that BAT did not always mean newest or most expensive technology. 
 
The motion passed by unanimous consent.  
 
Recess:  4:01 p.m. - 4:10 p.m. 
 
VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL SYSTEM INTEGRITY ISSUES REPORT APPROVAL (4-5) 
Project Manager Tom Kuckertz presented the findings of the David Hendrix report on 
the mechanical integrity investigation of door sheet welds on storage Tank 55 and Tank 
16 and whether those welds were in compliance with applicable standards, including API 
653.   
 
Kuckertz reported that the findings indicated as follows: 
 

• The door sheet welds do not have any mechanical integrity issues associated with 
improper welding occurring during reinstallation of the door sheet.  The hardness 
measurements of the welds and heat-affected zones were all consistent with the 
hardness expected of welds that were properly made. 

• Although multiple procedures were used in making the welds and the procedures 
used are deemed equivalent and appropriate to the welds that were made.  The 
process data that had been saved, coupled with the hardness measurements, 
radiograph examination, and the fact that the same welding personnel performed 
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welding under the procedures used, are deemed adequate to establish procedural 
equivalency. 

• No evidence exists in the secondary containment of Tank 16 to indicate that any 
oil is present under the floor of Tank 16.  Three types of observation were used:  
(a) visual examination of the tank exterior and secondary containment; (b) 
sniffing for hydrocarbon vapors present; and (c) visual examination of water from 
two horizontal CP inspection wells under the floor of the tank. 

• Alyeska may be better able to address integrity issues such as these in the future 
if it were to establish an API-compliant tank maintenance and inspection program 
that ties together all the bits and pieces of its current maintenance and inspection 
activities. 

 
Hendrix’s report noted that Alyeska’s MP 166-3.20 outlined the overall procured process 
but was “short” on “how to” and was not tightly connected to the “how to” procedures.  
He recommended the following procedures: 
 

• Engineering review for hydrostatic tests and exemptions 
• Evaluation of tank inspection data 
• Evaluation of tank change-of-service requests 
• Development of an inspection company-approved vendor list 
• Inspection of atmospheric welded storage tanks    
• Evaluation of non-conforming tank inspection data 
• Granting tank test inspection interval extensions 
 

The board was asked to accept the report. 
 
Bird moved to accept the report prepared by David Hendrix of the Hendrix Group, LLC, 
regarding welds of the Tank 55 door sheet and the Tank 16 sump issues as meeting the 
terms and conditions of the contract 505.2007.02 and for distribution.  Eisemann 
seconded. 
 
A discussion followed, precipitated by remarks by Levasseur, on whether the project 
had been worthwhile financially since the welds were found to be good and the concerns 
brought to PWSRCAC  had been deemed unfounded.  Lewis and Stephens both pointed 
out that PWSRCAC had an obligation to respond to concerns brought to it by concerned 
citizens.  Alyeska was commended for its cooperation and working with PWSRCAC on 
the issue. 
 
Becky Lewis of ADEC expressed appreciation for having been provided a copy of the 
draft report by PWSRCAC staff.  She also pointed out that because of the criminal 
investigation, ADEC had been unable to comment, but as soon as the criminal 
investigation was complete then ADEC would comment. 
 
The motion passed by unanimous consent. 
 
For the Good of the Order: 
Agenda Items P and Q were moved to the second day’s agenda. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
French moved to go into executive session to discuss seating a committee member; and 
to discuss PWSRCAC’s comments and RFAI’s to ADEC on the tanker c-plan review.  
Velsko seconded.  Others asked to participate in the executive session were: staff 
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members Swiss, Schantz, and Roy Robertson, contractor Tim Robertson, and legal 
counsel Walker.  The motion passed by unanimous consent. 
 
Recess  
The open session recessed at 4:45 p.m. 
 
Friday, September 21, 2007 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER  
President Faulkner called the meeting back to order on Friday, September 21, 2007, at 
8:30 a.m.  There were 15 voting directors present at the time of the roll call (Allen, Bird, 
Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Johnson, Levasseur, Lewis, Miller, Moore, Nestic, Parker, 
Duffy, Stephens, and Velsko), and one non-voting director (Evanoff) substituting for 
Kompkoff.  Buretta joined the meeting via teleconference at 9:10 a.m. 
 
PREVENTION CREDIT TASK FORCE (4-6) 
Director of Programs, Donna Schantz, gave overview of an OSPR Committee 
recommendation that the Board nominate a Board member to participate in a task force 
proposal that would evaluate increased oil spill prevention opportunities and funding 
options for Prince William Sound.  The proposed task force would include Alyeska, TAPS 
shippers, ADEC, USCG, and PWSRCAC.  The task force was a follow-up to Anil Mathur’s 
and Stan Stephens’ previous suggestions to increase oil spill prevention funding for 
Prince William Sound by reducing response costs.  A briefing sheet was included in the 
meeting notebook as Item 4-6.  A letter dated 9/19/07 from ADEC Commissioner Larry 
Hartig to PWSRCAC and Anil Mathur was distributed at council table as Attachment E to 
briefing sheet 4-6.  That letter contained three suggestions for the task force to 
consider: (1) to poll each organization for a sense of the breadth of support for the 
concept; (2) to further frame and focus the effort; and (3) to take additional steps to 
review the background for the effort, such as the existing regulatory framework and 
how the current requirements for both prevention and response planning are currently 
being satisfied.   
 
Bird moved that PWSRCAC be on record supporting participation in a task force to 
examine increased prevention measures in Prince William Sound and that Stan Stephens 
be PWSRCAC’s representative on that task force.  French seconded.    
 
Discussion followed on PWSRCAC’s participation.  Stephens assured the Board that he 
would bring issues back to the Board for discussion.  ATC President Anil Mathur 
addressed the Board on what he hoped the outcomes of such a task force would be.  He 
stated that if all PWSRCAC wanted to do was to participate and listen in this task force, 
he would not support it.  He said PWSRCAC must participate with a longer viewpoint of 
working with planholders to increase spending on prevention and less on response.  He 
said he did not hear the same intensity of feeling from PWSRCAC for a possible change 
in the response planning standard (RPS). 
 
Lewis took exception to Mathur’s comments.  He said he would support the task force, 
but did not appreciate the “ultimatum” delivered by Mathur that PWSRCAC should be 
committed to a change in the RPS before issues had been explored or discussed.  Several 
board members expressed concern about any changes to the RPS.  The general 
consensus was that they supported the idea of exploring the issues, but were cautious 
about any predetermined outcomes. 
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Devens pointed out that any decisions would come back to the Board for discussion and 
action. 
 
A roll call vote was taken:  
 Allen Yes 
 Bird Yes 
 Buretta Abstain 
 Eisemann Yes 
 Faulkner Yes 
 French Yes 
 Johnson Yes 
 Levasseur Yes 
 Lewis Yes 
 Miller Yes 
 Moore Yes 
 Nestic Yes 
 Parker Yes 
 Duffy Yes 
 Stephens Yes 
 Velsko Yes 
 
Buretta explained that she had only just joined the meeting via teleconference and had 
not heard the discussion of the action on the floor and therefore abstained. 
The motion passed. 
 
Johnson noted that several had voted with reservation and he said he wanted it made 
very clear that PWSRCAC was at liberty to withdraw from the task force if discussions 
were going in a direction with which PWSRCAC was not comfortable. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PERFORMANCE EVALUATION FORM (4-7) 
French introduced for Board approval a procedure and a revised set of performance 
objectives for the Executive Director’s Performance Evaluation Form to be used for his 
next annual evaluation at the May 2008 meeting.  The Finance Committee had looked at 
the evaluation process and tailored the performance evaluation to reflect performance 
objectives set for the June 2007-2008 year. 
 
French moved approval of the form and the processes.  The motion was seconded and 
passed by unanimous consent. 
 
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Faulkner reported that the Board had discussed the appointment of a new committee 
member to the OSPR Committee and was now ready to take action on the 
recommendation. 
 
OSPR COMMITTEE MEMBER APPOINTMENT (4-8) 
French moved to seat Bob Flint as a member of the OSPR Committee.  Miller seconded, 
and the motion passed by unanimous consent. 
 
Faulkner reported that the Board had also discussed PWSRCAC’s comments and RFAIs 
to ADEC on the tanker c-plan review.  The Board had concluded that it would find an 
acceptable date for a special board meeting in early November, if necessary, to take 
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action, regarding the 2007 Tanker C-plan which was scheduled to be approved by ADEC 
on November 1, 2007. 
 
PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND TANKER C-PLAN REVIEW (4-18) 
Project Manager Linda Swiss and Tim Robertson of Nuka Research, LLC, provided an 
update to the Board on the 2007 Prince William Sound Tanker C-Plan review.  Swiss 
pointed out that the new c-plans had been changed from a three year to a five year 
renewal cycle to allow ADEC to get into the field more, work issues, and do more 
inspections and drills, and the plan had been completely revamped to be a core plan 
with an accompanying technical manual to be used for training purposes.  She said staff 
had also been reviewing the four individual tanker plans, as well as the main core plan. 
 
Swiss reviewed the timeline of the review and noted that comments and the RFAIs were 
due that day.   
 
PWSRCAC’s c-plan project team and the OSPR Committee recommendations were to 
institute a work group process to discuss the remaining issues of concern: 
 

• BAT for escorts (the secondary tug and the Hinchinbrook Entrance tug). 
• Personnel (response during the first 72 hours). 
• Downstream response planning for oil moving out of Prince William 

Sound. 
• Aerial resources – the plan shows that three aircraft will be available, two 

of which will be used for dispersants. 
• GRS – there were no new GRS sites designated to be determined 
• Lighting – response during darkness. 
• Discharge detection and use of new technology. 
• Waste management – PWSRCAC would like to see the same level of detail 

in the tanker c-plan as is in the VMT c-plan. 
• Realistic maximum response operating limits (RMROL): 10 ft. seas; 30-40 

knot winds. 
 
Tim Robertson pointed out that this may be the last chance the Board would have to 
provide input on this plan for the next five-year cycle.   
 
Robertson summarized the final issues of concern and stated that the project team and 
the OSPR Committee did not believe the plan met the standards set in the statutes and 
regulations for the 72-hour RPS. 
 
The Board was asked to approve final comments to ADEC on the 2007 Tanker C-Plan 
renewal. 
 
Velsko moved to approve PWSRCAC’s final comments on the 2007 Tanker Contingency 
Plan renewal and that they be submitted to ADEC.  Parker seconded.  
 
In-depth discussion followed.   
 
Lewis pointed out that because of the lack of personnel and other resources ADEC had 
accomplished in seven months what should have been done over the previous three 
years through a workgroup process.  He also noted that the work group process was 
started but ultimately abandoned when ADEC’s resources were focused on a spill in 
another area of Alaska.   
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Lewis offered an amendment that PWSRCAC include a request in the comments that 
either the RPG modify its submittal to include the establishment of a clear and succinct 
workgroup process; or that ADEC apply as a condition of approval of the plan the 
establishment of a workgroup process for the tanker c-plan review during the next five 
year period, and that the first meeting of the work group occur in November 2007.  The 
amendment was accepted by the maker and second. 
 
Discussion continued.  Lewis noted the absence of an ADEC representative at the table 
for this agenda item.  [Recorder’s note:  John Kotula may have been on teleconference at 
this time.] 
 
Eisemann thanked Lewis and echoed his comments that much more time was needed to 
do the review well.   
 
Johnson suggested that while PWSRCAC would want to comment on the plan it may also 
want to go on record opposing the plan in total.  Parker agreed that PWSRCAC should 
oppose the plan unless there were massive changes made. 
  
Stephens also commended Lewis for his statement on the issue.  He pointed out that 
there were many problems in the response arena and that they should not be dealt with 
by paperwork and trying to push something through that will only satisfy the industry.  
Stephens emphasized that the people who suffer in a spill are the people of Prince 
William Sound and the downstream communities, and that while the industry does not 
want a spill anymore than the people of the region, they have a different outlook on the 
problem.  He urged PWSRCAC to push very hard for the items that it sees as important 
in this c-plan.  He said he would like to explore with industry and ADEC amending the 
plan without waiting five more years.   
 
Tom Colby pointed out that the same issues were raised in the previous renewal that 
resulted in a Condition #4 of that c-plan approval and a work group process.  Colby also 
noted that previous plans were amended on lessons learned from the annual open water 
drills.  He said that testing the plan was more effective than reading the plan over and 
over. 
 
Miller asked ADEC which of PWSRCAC’s RFAIs would be considered.  He also spoke of 
the inadequacy of drills and training for core fleet operators.  John Kotula (via 
teleconference) stated that the agency’s response to Miller would be limited because the 
c-plan was still out for public review and he requested a list of attendees at the meeting, 
as well as on teleconference, be provided to him.  He stated that many of PWSRCAC’s 
RFAIs were in the draft plan.  In particular, in response to the comment on response 
during darkness, Kotula stated that there would soon be a nearshore drill in darkness.  
He also noted that there would be an open water drill conducted in darkness that came 
out of a previous open water drill with Conoco Phillips where operations in darkness 
became a point to be reworked.  Kotula stated that the personnel workgroup was still in 
place, however the department had been forced to make changes in scenarios before the 
work group could complete its mission.   
 
Kotula went on to say that ADEC was somewhat bewildered by PWSRCAC’s reaction to 
the draft plan because the agency felt it had been extremely responsive to PWSRCAC’s 
RFAIs.  He said he took particular exception to comments by Stephens and contractor 
Tim Robertson about pre-agreement on GRSs.  He said the planholder’s intention on 
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GRSs was written into the plans they submitted under continuing processes.  He stated 
that until that plan was approved, ADEC agrees to nothing and it is out for public 
comment.  However, he stated that in this particular instance, ADEC did agree with it.  
He noted that that when they looked at sensitive area protection in the last two major 
drills, people lost focus on GRSs, not realizing there were other sensitive areas out there, 
and there would probably never be GRSs to cover all the sensitive areas because every 
part of Prince William Sound is sensitive to someone at some time of year.  He urged 
everyone to keep in mind that GRSs were not a cure-all to sensitive area protection.   
 
He also confirmed Colby’s statement that the c-plans were constantly amended with 
“lessons learned” after annual drills and exercises.  He said that ADEC would continue 
to involve PWSRCAC in the drills that ADEC holds.  He also pointed out that there were 
many items that PWSRCAC would like to see changed that were outside ADEC’s 
regulations.  He said ADEC supports PWSRCAC on many of those items and commended 
PWSRCAC for pushing for those changes, but said it was something PWSRCAC needed to 
work outside of the c-plan process.   
 
Devens stated that he had heard a lot of concern from staff about being excluded from 
work groups and other discussions.   Schantz spoke of specific instances where 
PWSRCAC was excluded from discussions.  Kotula countered that ADEC always involves 
PWSRCAC in drill planning and every place that it can, but in a regulatory compliance 
matter that may have corrective actions ADEC cannot have PWSRCAC sitting at the table 
at that point. 
 
Buretta asked if ADEC would extend the public comment period.  
 
Velsko noted that while the original plan was submitted on February 1, 2007, the plan 
was deemed insufficient for review at that time.  The plan was subsequently 
resubmitted and accepted for public review, but not until June 25, 2007, when all the 
salmon fishermen were out on the water.  He asked ADEC to extend the public comment 
period, given that most fishermen were unable to comment, as well as others of the 
public involved in summer activities.   
 
Kotula did not respond to the Board’s request for extension at this time. 
 
Allen suggested that each member organization of PWSRCAC individually request an 
extension.  
 
The motion passed, as amended. 
 
Recess: 10:30 a.m. -10:45 a.m. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
Item 4-11 Green Crab Monitoring Project update was deferred to the January meeting. 
 
PORT VALDEZ MARINE TSUNAMI HAZARD ANALYSIS (4-9) 
Project Manager Tom Kuckertz briefed the board on Project 556.07.02 that looked at 
seismic and tsunami hazards in Port Valdez and the report of James Beget, Ph.D., of the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks.   Dr. Beget’s conclusions were:   
 

• There had been four great quakes in the area documented within the last 4,300 
years. 

• Five great quakes in the last 5,800 years. 
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• Another subduction zone similar to the great quake of 1964 was unlikely to occur 
for hundreds of years. 

• There was a small but real possibility that a local or distant quake might generate 
submarine landslides followed by dangerous tsunamis. 

 
The final report and executive summary was included in the meeting notebook at Item 
4-9. 
 
Stephens moved to accept the report prepared by James Beget, Ph.D., regarding his Port 
Valdez tsunami analyses as meeting the terms and conditions of the contract 556.07.02 
and for distribution.  Lewis seconded. 
 
Moore asked for clarification of what the author meant by the “Valdez River.” 
Kuckertz said he would clarify with the author.  Kuckertz also pointed out that there 
were other corrections to be made to the report relative to directional orientation. 
 
Miller moved to amend the motion to make acceptance subject to the corrections noted. 
The offered amendment was accepted by maker and second. 
 
The motion passed, as amended. 
 
VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL SLOPE STABILITY REPORT APPROVAL (4-10) 
Project Manager Kuckertz briefed the board on Project 556.07.01 that looked at slope 
stability at or above the VMT to determine the probability of failure under various 
conditions, including earthquake shaking.  The project report was produced by Terry 
West, Ph.D., of Purdue University.  The final report was included in the meeting 
notebook and a briefing sheet as Item 4-10.   
 
Dr. West’s conclusions and recommendations were:   
 

• To re-grade ditches at tops of slopes to prevent water ponding which would 
prevent higher pore pressures. 

• Seal cracks in tops of slopes with grout or asphalt. 
• Clean and maintain piezometers frequently (a measurement of pore pressures). 
• Install/replace rock bolts that have been loosened. 
• Develop a contingency plan to address increased pore pressure due to increased 

precipitation. 
 

The board was asked to accept the report.  
 
Stephens moved to accept the report prepared by Dr. Terry West entitled “Rock Slope 
Stability of the VMT regarding stability analyses of rock slopes at the VMT as meeting 
the terms and conditions of the contract 556.07.01 and for distribution.  Eisemann 
seconded. 
 
As the sponsor of the project, Stephens said he wanted to bring Alyeska’s attention to 
the movements and address it before it became a big issue.  He was pleased with the 
report.   
 
Dan Lawn said he was pleased with the recommendations in the report.  He noted 
however that ADEC, JPO and Alyeska needed to follow through on their own action 
plans because follow-through was not an Alyeska priority.  He noted that during his 
time with ADEC, Alyeska did not follow its own maintenance plan.   Sharon Marchant 
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countered that while it had not been a priority in the past, it was now part of Alyeska’s 
regular maintenance plan.  She said additional work orders had been written and were 
now checked under both maintenance preventative work orders and under the 
maintenance requirements of the c-plan. Bird suggested the TOEM Committee revisit 
annually whether Alyeska was actually following through on maintenance. 
 
Becky Lewis of ADEC thanked the TOEM Committee and the Board for the report.  She 
noted that there were no corresponding comments submitted the previous week on the 
VMT c-plan, but she said she would assume she could use this information during 
ADEC’s review.  She also noted that ADEC had looked at slope stability many times, had 
made prior recommendations, and it was an issue the department was looking at again.  
 
The motion passed by unanimous consent. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
The Board’s attention returned to the motion postponed from the previous day by 
Levasseur that PWSRCAC send a letter of objection to the Alaska Department of Labor’s 
determination letter and ask for an exemption for fishing vessel owners on the basis 
that it was not in the interests of public policy.   After some discussion, Levasseur 
withdrew the motion with the concurrence of Bird.  It was agreed that a better approach 
would be for the Executive Director to explore the issue by negotiation with the Alaska 
Department of Labor. 
 
HULL FOULING CONTRACTOR SELECTION (4-12) 
Director of Administration Lisa Ka’aihue presented a request for approval to negotiate a 
contract for hull fouling work. The main goals of the project were to evaluate the risk of 
aquatic invasive species arriving in Prince William Sound via the hulls of vessels and to 
address the risk by developing and applying appropriate sampling methodologies and a 
sampling plan. Grant funds (of approximately $177,000) from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service would also pass through PWSRCAC as part of the project budget.  A briefing 
sheet was included in the meeting materials as Item 4-12.  Ka’aihue updated the briefing 
sheet information by announcing that the PWSRCAC project team had reviewed the 
responses to the RFP for the project and the winning proposer was the University of 
Washington.   
 
French moved to direct staff to negotiate a contract with the University of Washington 
in response to RFP 952.08.01 in an amount not to exceed $75,000.  Lewis seconded.  
The motion passed by unanimous consent. 
  
LONG RANGE PLANNING (4-14) 
The following volunteered and were appointed to the Strategic Plan Coordinating 
Committee:  John French, Jane Eisemann (to Chair), Walt Parker, Patience Andersen 
Faulkner, Thane Miller, and Steve Lewis. 
 
Marchant reminded the Board that an important part of PWSRCAC’s long-range plan was 
discussion of opportunities for future joint projects with Alyeska and she asked the 
Board to think about these opportunities in conjunction with the 5-year plan.   
 
VALDEZ AIR QUALITY PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION (4-15) 
Tom Kuckertz updated the Board on the PWSRCAC’s petition for reconsideration of the 
NESHAP OLD rulemaking and PWSRCAC’s request for the EPA to hold that petition in 
abeyance while Alyeska reconfigured the Ballast Water Treatment Facility (BWTF).  
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Kuckertz presented a status report on the BWTF reconfiguration and emissions 
reductions.  The Board was asked to approve two letters to the EPA, drafts of which 
were included in the meeting notebook as Attachments A and B to Item 4-15. 
 
Bird moved to (1) approve the draft letter to EPA indicating continued interest in 
pursuing its Petition for Reconsideration and requesting a continued stay of the appeal 
until May 2008; and (2) approve the draft letter to EPA providing comments on EPA’s 3 
MGD emission model of May 2007 for BWTF processes. 
Stephens seconded.  The motion passed by unanimous consent. 
 
2006 ANNUAL DRILL MONITORING REPORT APPROVAL (4-16) 
Project Manager Roy Robertson briefly summarized and reviewed with the Board the 
2006 Drill Monitoring Annual Report and introduced the same for approval by the 
Board.  A copy of the report was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-16. 
 
Bird moved to approve the 2006 Drill Monitoring Annual Report.  Eisemann seconded, 
and the motion passed by unanimous consent. 
 
Lunch recess: 12:10 p.m. – 1:10 p.m. 
 
SERVS FISHING VESSEL DATABASE PRESENTATION (4-13) 
Kelly Boyles, SERVS Fishing Vessel Program Coordinator, made a presentation of the 
Fishing Vessel Program database for tracking vessels, crew, and training for those 
participants in the SERVS Fishing Vessel Program for oil spill response. 
(This item was for information-only.) 
 
UPDATE ON VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL CONTINGENCY PLAN REVIEW (4-17) 
Project Manager Linda Swiss gave an update on the VMT c-plan renewal.  The existing 
plan will expire in March 2008.  The renewal application was submitted in June 5, 2007, 
and was found sufficient for review.  The public review process began August 20, 2007, 
and the deadline for submitting RFAIs was September 18, 2007.  PWSRCAC submitted a 
short RFAI on September 13 on five topics and its initial comments to expedite the 
review process.  Final comments would be submitted later in 2007. 
 
PWSRCAC’s RFAI included information on the following:  
 

• Questions about near-shore and open water task forces in response to Scenario 5. 
• Recommendations for improving oil spill prevention training programs.  
• Recommendations to ensure consistency between the VMT and tanker c-plans for 

response tactics, strategies and equipment and use of the new SERVS technical 
manual. 

• Recommendations on infrastructure integrity, i.e., tanks, piping and secondary 
containment inspection schedules, repairs and replacements.  

• Recommendations to ensure sufficient tank capacity to manage inventory and 
suspend operations during a terminal incident.  

 
Devens stated that PWSRCAC was so pleased with the cooperation from all parties on 
the VMT c-plan that PWSRCAC recommended Alyeska and ADEC for the Legacy Award, 
and even though neither entity ultimately received the award, Devens commended them 
for their cooperation in the process.   
 
SERVS’s Gail Colby stated that Alyeska’s plan is to look at re-writing the VMT c-plan in 
the future and incorporating a technical manual, but it did not want to have another 
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technical manual competing with the technical manual that is under public review with 
the tanker plan. 
 
(This item was information-only) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
None. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
 
 
      
Secretary 
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