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Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
Special Board Meeting Minutes 

November 30, 2007 
 
Directors Present: John Allen, Nancy Bird, Al Burch, Pat Duffy, Jane Eisemann, 
Patience Andersen Faulkner, John French, Marilynn Heddell, Stephens Lewis, 
Dorothy Moore, Stan Stephens and John Velsko 
 
Directors Absent: Sheri Buretta, Blake Johnson, Pete Kompkoff, George Levasseur, 
Thane Miller, Jim Nestic and Walter Parker  
 
Staff Present: John Devens, Joe Banta, Jennifer Fleming, Stan Jones, Lisa Ka’aihue, 
Tom Kuckertz, Jacquelyn Olson, Emily Polley, Roy Robertson, Linda Robinson, 
Denise Schanbeck, Donna Schantz, Mary Schonberger and Susan Sommer 
 
Committee Members Present: Bill Conley (POVTS Committee), Bob Jaynes (POVTS 
Committee Chair), Jerry Brookman (OSPR Committee) and Pete Heddell (POVTS 
Committee) 
 
Others Present: Scott Pexton (Alaska Department of Natural Resources), Joe Hughes 
(Bureau of Land Management), Verne Gifford (US Coast Guard), Zane Reser (US Coast 
Guard), Savannah Lewis, Tom Lakosh, Sharon Marchant (Alyeska), Barry Roberts 
(Alyeska), Dave Logly (US Coast Guard)  
 
1. Call to Order: President Faulkner called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
Faulkner welcomed those present. A roll call was taken of the directors.  There were 
12 directors present representing a quorum.  
 
2. Approve Agenda: Stephens moved to approve the agenda as presented.  
Moore seconded.  Regarding the Executive Session, Lewis expressed that this 
discussion should take place in open session, or at the least have a discussion prior 
to, explaining why the Executive Session is needed.  He requested that the agenda be 
amended to include an open session to discuss the Exxon Valdez Supreme Court 
case.    
 
Faulkner asked for objection to the agenda as amended; hearing none, the agenda 
was approved.   
 
3. Public Comment Period: Faulkner asked for comments from the public, there 
were none.   
 
4. Opening Comments: Directors and attendees introduced themselves around 
the room.  Lewis updated the Board on the National Maritime Salvage Conference he 
attended in Washington DC last month.  Lewis explained that the conference was 
attended very heavily by the US Coast Guard, and not at all by the state agencies 
that would be involved in oil spill response.  One particular item that stood out to 
him at the conference was the Norwegian industry’s developments in open water 
recovery, oil in ice recovery and night detection of oil.  
 
5. Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Supreme Court Case: Lewis asked Walker to explain 
the legal background of this item without divulging any strategy and what is being 
contended and how does this item fit into PWSRCAC’s purview.  Lewis also asked 
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that PWSRCAC’s Ex-Officio members have an opportunity to provide comments or 
concerns prior into going into Executive Session.  
 
Walker explained that the argument by Exxon is if a crewmember operates outside 
of corporate policies and procedures, the company should not be liable for punitive 
damages.  The Supreme Court accepted this case because there have been differing 
lower court outcomes on this issue.  
 
As the sponsor of this item, Stephens strongly supports PWSRCAC’s involvement.  
He believes it is PWSRCAC’s responsibility to the people we represent.  If Exxon wins 
this case, it could present major problems by reducing corporate liability that could 
increase the risks taken.  It’s PWSRCAC’s obligation to work towards reducing risk 
and pushing for the safest system possible.  
 
Faulkner asked if any Ex-Officio members would like to give comments.  CDR 
Gifford explained that he brought this issue to US Coast Guard District 17, who 
responded that an amicus brief falls in line with PWSRCAC’s purpose, which is to 
advise and inform.  An amicus brief is advising and informing the court.  Gifford 
further stated that this would not negatively impact PWSRCAC’s recertification.  
 
French moved to go into Executive session to discuss the PWSRCAC response to the 
Exxon Valdez Supreme Court case.  Burch seconded.  Faulkner asked for objection; 
hearing none, the action was approved.  
 
[Donna Schantz, Lisa Ka’aihue and Stan Jones were asked to join the Board during 
Executive Session.]   
 
Board went into Executive Session at 9:35am. 
 
The meeting was called back into open session at approximately 10:30am. 
 
Stephens moved to direct Walker and Levesque to move forward with preparing the 
amicus brief.  French seconded. Faulkner asked for discussion.  
 
Lewis asked to make a clarification by adding the amicus brief “in the Exxon Valdez 
Supreme Court case”. The maker of the motion and second agreed to this 
amendment.  
 
A roll call vote was taken. 
 Allen Yes 
 Bird Yes 
 Burch Yes 
 Duffy No 
 Eisemann Yes 
 Faulkner Yes 
 French Yes 
 Heddell Yes 
 Lewis Yes 
 Moore Yes 
 Stephens Yes 
 Velsko Yes 
Motion carried; 11 in favor, 1 against (Duffy).   
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6. Holiday Bonus for Staff: French explained that is has been tradition and the 
pleasure of the Board to provide a holiday bonus to staff.   
 
French moved to approve a one-time bonus for staff in the amount of $400 (before 
taxes) and an additional two days of paid vacation to be used during the upcoming 
holiday season.  Further moved that the paid vacation time shall not be interpreted 
as a benefit to be paid should any staff member terminate his or her employment 
relationship with PWSRCAC in any manner prior to January 15, 2008. Heddell 
seconded. Birch moved for unanimous consent – motion carried.   
 
7. Closing Comments:  Directors were given an opportunity to give closing 
comments.      
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:44am.   
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