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Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
Executive Director’s Report 

 
John Devens 

January 16, 2008 
 
Issues of Concern:  In the last few Executive Director’s Reports I listed a number of 
issues that concerned us and we were watching. 
 
1. The Coast Guard is reviewing our annual recertification application and is 

planning a visit to our Valdez office during the first week of February as part of 
that process. We have relatively little information as yet on what the Coast Guard 
representative will want from us in the way of presentations and information, but 
we have been given to understand it will be a routine visit.  At present, we are not 
aware of any concerns or issues on the Coast Guard’s part that will complicate the 
recertification process.   

 
2. Since the September Board meeting, the Tanker C-Plan was approved by ADEC.  

The shippers have agreed to work with us and ADEC in a collaborative work group 
process to address remaining issues.  There have been two meetings of a Steering 
Committee that will set priority issues and timelines and to develop charters for 
each work group.  The first work group being formed will verify personnel 
numbers and roles necessary for the first 72 hours of a response.  Stan Stephens 
represented us at the first meeting of the Steering Committee and Donna Schantz 
stepped in after Stan’s abrupt departure from the Board.      

 
3. Work on the ballast water system appears to be progressing.  At the January 

Board meeting we will recommend that the Board inform EPA that we no longer 
wish to pursue our petition of reconsideration on the NESHAP-OLD rulemaking. 

 
4. We continue to monitor Alyeska’s work to identify and address corrosion issues 

at the terminal.  
 
5. In keeping with our policy to encourage other citizen organizations, I chaired a 

session at the Clean Pacific Conference on the essentials of a successful citizen 
oversight group.  Stan Stephens and Stan Jones both presented during this 
session.  There were a total of six different presenters talking about what 
elements they felt were essential for a successful citizen group. 

 
We have a number of ongoing projects and activities that have shown significant 
progress since the last report.  
 
Audit 
Our auditors recently finished this year’s audit and the financial report was presented 
to the Board at the last Board meeting.  Again this year we had a very clean audit.  We 
recognize that a number of the audit requirements are changing and we know that 
next year’s audit will require more work by Gregory Dixon and other staff. 
 
Community Visits 
Since the last Executive Director’s Report the only community other than Valdez that I 
have visited is Kodiak at our last Board meeting. 
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Oral History 
A contract has been signed and work is well along on the Oral History project.  At this 
point our contractor has interviewed people in a number of communities including 
Valdez, Homer, Chenega Bay, Copper Center, and Anchorage.  Stan Jones and I believe 
the book coming from this project will be excellent.  Our contractor has received word 
from a number of industry people that they are willing to be interviewed.  She is 
planning trips outside in February and March to interview former Exxon Executives 
Don Cornett and Frank Iarossi, and retired Coast Guard Admirals Paul Yost and Clyde 
Robbins, among others.   
 
Contingency Planning 
As mentioned earlier in this report, the Tanker C-Plan was approved in November 
2007.  Linda Swiss is the primary staff person leading this effort, with heavy 
involvement by other staff.  Roy Robertson provided valuable input during the work 
group efforts initiated last year, and will be our lead for the personnel work group that 
will begin meeting in early March 2008.  The on-going Tanker c-plan efforts will require 
significant time and dedication by several staff members.   The Valdez Marine 
Terminal C-Plan is currently in the request for additional information phase of it’s 
renewal process.  Updates on both contingency plans will be provided at the January 
meeting.    
 
Escort Tugs 
A Request for Proposals is currently advertised for an expert to assist us with 
analyzing the Hinchinbrook Entrance tug needs.   This project originally included the 
role and needs for the secondary escort, particularly in Valdez Arm, but has now been 
separated into two tasks with Hinchinbrook Entrance being addressed first.  Chris 
Jones, who joined the staff only 5 months ago, has been working hard to research PWS 
escort issues and advances in escort tug technology in order to successfully lead this 
effort. 
 
Marine Firefighting Symposium 
The symposium is planned for May 5-7, 2008 in Valdez and planning is going well for 
this.  We expect good participation and recently, the Valdez City Council agreed to 
waive the fees for docking a tanker at the Valdez container terminal for the purpose of 
conducting the Symposium.  
 
Monitoring Spills Outside our region 
A flurry of significant oil spills since the last Board meeting has sparked discussion on 
how PWSRCAC can better learn from these spills of opportunity. One recent oil spill in 
San Francisco from the freighter Cosco Busan (58,000 gallons) and three major 
international oil spills: a November 7th Russian oil spill (at least 650,000 gallons), a 
December 7th South Korean spill (2.8 million gallons), and most recently a December 
12th spill in Norway (1.05 million gallons) have sparked discussion among staff and 
the OSPR committee on how PWSRCAC can do a better job tracking and learning from 
these spills. Staff is soliciting input from PWSRCAC volunteers and is looking for ways 
to develop a process and protocols to track these spills. 
 
Meetings and Other items of interest 

• We have had a number of meetings regarding the LRP, which will be brought to 
the Board for approval at the January Board meeting. 
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• In October Stan Stephens, Stan Jones, and I visited our Congressional Delegation 
in DC.  We also met with the USCG regarding the one way zone and weather 
buoys. 

 
• As you know we have quarterly Project Managers meetings.  In October we had a 

full day of meetings to discuss contracts, financial and budget matters and to 
plan for the remainder of the year regarding what the Project Managers felt they 
could accomplish before the end of the year and what funds needed to be 
transferred. 

 
• Similar to the Project Managers meetings we instituted an Administrative Staff 

meeting to address administrative issues.  In December we met on a number of 
issues including the new audit procedures.  It is anticipated that this group will 
continue to meet regularly.  

 
• In November John Velsko, Lisa Ka’aihue, Linda Robinson, and I attended the 

Pacific Marine Expo, formerly Fish Expo, tradeshow in Seattle.  Pete and Marilynn 
Heddell were down there and came by the PWSRCAC booth to help on several 
occasions. 

 
• As everyone will remember we had a very successful Science Night and joint 

Board/Committee meeting followed by our annual volunteer party.  Our speaker 
this year was Dr. Peter Rona.  This year we expanded our youth involvement by 
including students from Kodiak and Valdez. 


