
Education Working Group 
Notes from October 12, 2007 

 
Members in Attendance: 
Jane Eisemann Dorothy Moore 
Savannah Lewis Susan Sommer 
Linda Robinson 
 
Members Absent: 
Nancy Bird Patience Andersen Faulkner 
 
Purpose of the group 
The purpose of the group was discussed, and recommended goals included 
preparing materials to facilitate teachers;  assist with curriculum for home schooled 
students;  and presentations in and out of schools (ie:  libraries.) 
 
Student/Mentors on Committees 
The following recommendations were made regarding seating students on 
committees. 
 

a. Students could be high school, college, or home schooled. 
b. Mentors should have some relationship to PWSRCAC. 
c. The student/mentor should select a particular topic or project to be 

involved in. (ie:  Invasives, contingency plans, shorezone mapping, etc.) 
d. This would be a one year commitment. 

 
Since this is a “pilot program” that we want to succeed, we agreed to select two 
mentors to participate.  Jane Eisemann, board member from Kodiak, and Jenny 
Heckathorn, teacher in Valdez, were both recommended.  Others mentioned for 
future were Peter Armato, George Lavasseur, Bill Driskell and some one from the 
PWS Science Center, and the Kachemak Bay National Estuarine Reserve. 
 
The time frame agreed to was to invite the students and mentors to this year’s 
Science Night, the volunteer workshop and the volunteer appreciation party. 
Students will be “prepped” before Science night on the organization and particularly 
on acronyms and some of the council’s projects. 
 
The actual student/mentor program would begin in January.   The student and 
mentor will begin attending relevant meetings and will be able to attend one board 
meeting. Time spent on the project will be tracked, and possibly credit can be given.   
 
The student will be asked to present on his/her topic at the next Science night in 
2008.  A specific project suggested that would be relevant for a college student 
might be updating the Non indigenous Species Database. 
 
Students to Board Meetings 
It was decided that the students attending board meetings would be the students 
participating in the student/mentor program.  They would probably attend the first 
day only,) and might be involved in specific presentations on their topic.  These 
students will be prepped as mentioned above, and given information packets on the 
council and the project the student has selected with the help of her/his mentor. 
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Presentations 
Presentations have currently been requested in Valdez and Seward schools and at 
the Anchorage Loussac Library.  Other recommendations for venues include, Boys 
and Girls Clubs, home schooled students, other libraries; and Sea Week in Seldovia, 
and other communities.  Another recommendation was a break out session at 
Pacific Marine Expo.   
 
A topic of concern was social impacts in case the Exxon Valdez settlement money 
comes through.  This may have a big affect on the communities and we will check to 
determine whether the Coping with Technological Disasters project ought to be 
presented again.  Lisa will be contacting Duane Gill who participated in the original 
project.  We need to set up a database of the location of the workbooks in each 
community. 
 
It was recommended that the school presentations be heavy on animals to draw in 
the students.  (ie:  penguins in knitted sweaters after an oil spill.) 
 
Oil Spill Curriculum 
The updated curriculum is now on the council’s web site.  It will continue to be 
updated, and suggestions and revisions will be entertained.  It was recommended 
that stipends be offered to teachers to add lessons.  The Prince William Sound 
Science Center will add a link to the curriculum to their website.   
 
A recommendation was made to add “Coping for Kids” – excerpts from the Coping 
with Technological Disasters to the curriculum. 
 
A list of home schooled students, and other groups that might be able to use the 
curriculum is being assembled.  Some recommendations for contacts include the 
Alaska Youth for Environmental Action, the Alaska Womens’ Environmental 
Network, Alaska Alliance of Social Studies and Geography, Librarians Guide to the 
Internet, the University of Fairbanks Alaska Native Knowledge Network, citizens’ 
groups in Puget Sound and France. 
 
Alaska in Maps 
Dorothy Moore introduced Alaska in Maps, A Thematic Atlas program which was 
produced by the Alaska Geographic Alliance and others.  There is a guidebook, a 
teacher’s manual and a CD.  With this program Alaska maps can be overlaid on each 
other.  The program is currently being updated.  For ordering information contact 
http//www.institutenorth.org. 
 
Film on Exxon Valdez 
The first draft of the History of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill film is due November 1.  
A time will be set for the project team to review the film, with edits being returned 
to the contractor so final mixed cuts can be ready by November 25th and the film can 
be released December 1. 
 
Information Items 
Poetry contests have been held in Kodiak and Cordova.  This year a contest is being 
held in Valdez, with the theme of Invasive Species.  Poems are due by December 7. 
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Miscellaneous recommendations 
Send out flyers soliciting coloring book pages for the next edition. 
Incorporate poetry into the coloring book. 
Recommend to board members that they talk about their career with students in 
their community. 
 
The next Education Working Group meeting will be held in conjunction with the 
Long Range Planning Workshop 
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