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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – May 2008 

 
ACTION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Dan Gilson 
 Project number and name or topic: 756 – Non-Mechanical Response Gap 

in Prince William Sound 
 
 
1. Description of agenda item:  PWSRCAC has long believed that an oil spill 
response gap exists in Prince William Sound.  The response gap occurs when oil can be 
transported in weather conditions not feasible for executing an oil spill response.  For 
example, the response gap exists when sea conditions are such that preclude response, 
but official closure limits at Hinchinbrook Entrance (45-knot winds or 15-foot seas) 
have not yet been reached. 
 
Through this project, PWSRCAC hired Nuka Research and Planning Group, LLC (Nuka) 
to assess the extent, seriousness, and possible mitigating measures of the response 
gap. Nuka prepared a report in February 2007 that characterized the mechanical 
response gap in two operating areas; specifically showing an inability to respond at 
Hinchinbrook Entrance and Central Prince William Sound 66.1% of the time in the 
winter.  The OSPR committee was also interested in characterizing the gap for non-
mechanical response; therefore, Nuka was tasked to look at this issue. 
 
This study indicated that dispersant application the central Prince William Sound is not 
possible 75% of the time year-round, mostly because of darkness and conditions too 
calm for mixing.  Dispersants are not possible 80% of the year at Hinchinbrook 
Entrance mostly because of darkness, and conditions too rough or calm for mixing.  In 
situ burning in the central Sound is not possible 25% of the time in summer and 70% of 
the time in winter, mostly because of darkness and sea state; and not possible at 
Hinchinbrook Entrance 86% of the time in winter and 35% of the time in summer, 
mostly because of darkness and sea state. 
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC:  There has long been concern over 
the gap that exists between closure limits and the upper limit of weather and sea 
conditions when a spill response has to be conducted.  There is a wide range of sea 
and weather conditions that could significantly impair, if not prevent, an oil spill clean 
up operation.  This project is important to gather information on all aspects of the 
response gap in an effort to quantify the gap and reduce or eliminate it from our 
region. 
 
3. Committee Recommendation:  The OSPR committee is in support of this 
project and report, and has recommended approval by the Board.  The Scientific 
Advisory Committee and C-Plan project team have also been involved in this project 
and have provided input on the non-mechanical limits to be used in this effort. 
 
4. Relationship to LRP and Budget: Project 756/Response Gap is a project in the 
approved FY08 budget and annual work plan. 
 
 FY2008 Budget: $11,760 
 Unallocated Funds Remaining as of February 28, 2008: $0 
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7. Action Requested of the Board of Directors:  To approve the report titled: “Non 
Mechanical Response Gap Estimate for Two Operating Areas in Prince William Sound” 
for distribution. 
 
8. Alternatives:  None. 
 
9. Attachments:  Draft report titled “Non Mechanical Response Gap Estimate for 
Two Operating Areas in Prince William Sound”.  


