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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – May 2008 

 
INFORMATION ITEM  
 
 Sponsor: Chris Jones 
 Project number and name or topic: 805 Marine Firefighting Symposium 
 

 
1. Description of agenda item: PWSRCAC is planning a Marine Firefighting 
Symposium to take place May 5-7, 2008 in Valdez.  The symposium training would 
include shipboard firefighting and regional response considerations. Staff looks to 
build on the successes of the May 2005 symposium by having more hands-on exercises 
that would provide for a higher level of training.  This symposium offers an 
opportunity to partner with agencies and industry to provide training opportunities to 
all of the Exxon Valdez oil spill (EVOS) coastal communities represented by PWSRCAC.  
Staff is seeking funding and sponsorship from other entities, and has received $26,000 
in grant funds from the State of Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management to bring firefighters from outside the EVOS region to the symposium.   
 
The objectives for this project are as follows: 

 Provide marine firefighting training for land based firefighters from coastal 
Alaska.  

 Teach land based firefighters how to successfully fight maritime fires.  
 Bring together the Valdez Fire Department to train with the Alyeska Fire Brigade 

and ships crews. 
 Serves as a fire training/fire security exercise for the local Coast Guard unit. 

 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: A shipboard fire at the Valdez Marine 
Terminal or onboard a tanker heading to or from the marine terminal has the potential 
to cause a significant oil pollution event and/or loss of life. PWSRCAC strives to create 
the safest possible transportation of crude oil through Prince William Sound, including 
providing shipboard firefighting training for firefighters from several coastal Alaskan 
towns and villages. 
 
3. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: The PWSRCAC Board has 
advocated in the past for greater firefighting capability by requesting staff to work on 
positioning a dedicated firefighting vessel for Port Valdez in the May 2007 approved 
five year plan for the tanker escort system.  
 
4. Committee Recommendation: Members of the POVTS committee have 
participated in the two planning meetings held thus far for the symposium.   
 
5. Relationship to LRP and Budget: The symposium is a project that PWSRCAC 
undertakes every other year to update firefighters with the latest techniques in marine 
firefighting. PWSRCAC received $26,000 in grant funds from the State of Alaska 
Division of Emergency Management that is used to feed and house visiting firefighters. 
Contract funds to hire trainers and to pay for miscellaneous symposium expenses 
come directly from the 805 program. 
 
 FY2008 Budget:  $52,850 
 Unallocated Funds Remaining as of February 28, 2008: $106 
 State of Alaska Grant Funding: $26,000  
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6. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: None, item is for information only. 
 
7. Attachments: None 


