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    Executive Director’s Report 
 

     John Devens 
           September 10, 2008 
 
Considering that we do a Monday Memo every Monday with essentially the same 
information that goes into the Executive Director’s report, it is slightly challenging to 
find new material for this report. 
 
Since our last board meeting, Patience and I have met with Commissioner Hartig, the 
shipping company presidents, and Alyeska on two separate occasions.  Based on 
some of the comments at these meetings, the Commissioner is planning on coming to 
our September board meeting to speak with the board.  We had also invited Governor 
Palin and anticipate someone from her office will attend.  
 
In June, I attended American Petroleum Institute’s 2008 Tanker Conference in San 
Diego.  All of our shipping presidents were there and I was very impressed that nearly 
all of the industry speakers at the conference emphasized environmental issues as 
well as worker safety.  I had an opportunity to suggest to the shipping presidents of 
the companies moving oil in Prince William Sound that it was time for them to meet 
with at least some of the PWSRCAC board.  They all agreed that this was desirable but 
indicated they didn’t get together in the same manner they did in the past but they 
would arrange a meeting at which board members could speak on issues of concern. 
 
As you are aware, we have been concerned with how the Alaska Regional Response 
Team (ARRT) is making decisions.  At a recent meeting, we asked Joe Levesque and 
John Allen to speak to the ARRT about our concern over ARRT making decisions in 
executive session.  This will be discussed at the September board meeting. 
 
Roy Robertson, Donna Schantz, and Linda Swiss have been very busy with the Tanker 
Contingency Plan Personnel Work Group and Donna has been representing us on the 
Steering Committee.  While this is a very time consuming process, it still a much 
better way of addressing our concerns than the way we were forced to react during 
the most recent tanker contingency plan renewal. 
 
We are actively advertising for the vacant Maritime Operations Project Manager 
position and have received some qualified applicants so far.  We will begin 
conducting interviews for this position the week after the board meeting.  
 
Immediately following the last board meeting, a number of us represented PWSRCAC 
at the International Oil Spill Conference.  Linda Robinson showed our new video on at 
least three occasions and received very favorable response.  We also had our booth, 
which was staffed with two people at all times while the exhibit hall was open.  



Numerous people from industry, regulators, and international representatives 
stopped and spoke with us. 
 
In June, we had a large delegation of Russians visit and exchange information 
regarding environmental issues.  Several of them continue to email us on issues.  
They are using satellite images to measure the footprint of oil development in Russia. 
 
In mid-June, we held a reception in Kenai and spoke to the borough assembly on 
issues of mutual interest. Blake Johnson set up two other events for me while in 
Kenai including a one-hour interview on talk radio and presentations at the Chamber 
of Commerce meeting.  The Kenai trip was very successful. 
 
Stan Jones reports that the oral history book is being submitted to the publishers and 
should be ready for release by the 20th anniversary date of the 1989 oil spill.  Stan has 
put a lot of time and energy into this book and I think everyone will be very pleased 
with the result. 
 
This year’s audit is finished and the board will receive a report at the September 
meeting.  Gregory Dixon puts a lot of time and effort into each year’s audit but this 
year was even more rigorous with some of the new federal rules. 
 
Steve Lewis represented us at a Safe Tug II meeting in Singapore.  This project 
appears to be moving along well but we do have a need for some information from 
either Alyeska and or Crowley.  We have expressed our need to Alyeska and they have 
indicated that they are working to satisfy our request to their best ability. 
 
Lisa Ka'aihue helped coordinate an Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC) 
meeting in Anchorage that was very successful.  The purpose of ISAC is to provide 
advice to the National Invasive Species Council on a broad array of issues related to 
preventing the introduction of invasive species.  PWSRCAC staff was able to present 
Alaska invasive species issues during many opportunities to this committee, 
including ballast water issues. We also organized a very successful optional field trip 
through Prince William Sound, including a tour of the terminal given by our Alyeska 
liaison, Barry Roberts.  Several members from ISAC participated in the optional tour, 
along with key invasive species managers from Alaska. Lisa has recently been seated 
on ISAC for a two-year term.  
 
Linda Robinson and the new Information and Education Committee are working on 
plans for the 20th anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill.  As the plans now stand, 
there will be events in many of the communities that were oiled in 1989 as well as a 
major event in Anchorage.  We have invited the industry to take part in telling the 
story of the improvements that have taken place in the past 20 years.  Associated 
with the anniversary will be the publication of the oral history book, a “Then and 
Now” report, and at least one video.  We are talking to the shippers and Alyeska about 
video footage of some of the improvements we have today with regard to equipment. 


