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“You’re looking at it.”  

Joe Hazelwood 
Captain of the Exxon Valdez  
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“Our greatest fear was that it was 
going to break apart.”  

Rick Wade 
Commercial diver, Valdez  

“It was certainly the most difficult 
thing I’ve ever done.”  

Bill Deppe 
Exxon Valdez captain during lightering  
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“‘Serious as a heart attack.’”  

Steve McCall 
Captain of the Port, Valdez  

Gary Bader 
Alyeska human 
resources manager 

“The window of opportunity was in 
the first forty-eight hours, and for 
the first forty-eight hours we at 

Alyeska were trying to figure out 
what the hell to do.” 
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Frank Iarossi 
President, Exxon Shipping 

“I really didn’t want to tell people how 
hopeless it was, as far as getting the 

oil off the water anytime soon.” 

Don Cornett 
Exxon public relations 
manager  

“Frank Iarossi was having a press 
conference. I’ll never forget standing 

against a wall while someone 
dressed as the Easter bunny tried to 

ask questions of him.”  
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Clyde Robbins 
Vice admiral, U.S. Coast Guard  

“We had to do something, even if it was 
just looking busy.” 

John Devens, Jr. 
Cleanup “scrounger,” Valdez 

“Having alcohol was against the 
rules, but one of my jobs was to 

make sure there was plenty of it.” 
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Otto Harrison 
Exxon cleanup manager  

“As much as Alaska is a place, it is an
 idea, and that idea was damaged.”  

Admiral Paul Yost 
Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard  

“Ted Stevens said, ‘None of us could
 get elected if the election was this

 morning in Alaska. None of us. This is
 a big thing, Mr. President.’”  
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Steve McCall 
Captain of the Port, Valdez  

“All these bigwigs came in, they didn’t
 understand the local protocol, and they

 were mucking up the works.” 

Charles Wohlforth 
Reporter, Anchorage Daily News  

“Our civilization had no notion of
 our ability to destroy and our

 inability to fix it.” 
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John Devens Sr. 
Valdez mayor 

“For the first time in memory, people
 had to start locking their cars,

 because you’d get up in the morning
 and there would be two or three

 people sleeping in your car.”  

Leslie Pearson 
Alaska Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation  

“I had a coworker who referred to the
 Exxon spill as the Woodstock of oil
 spills, and, based on the amount of
 people who came in and the way it
 was managed statewide, I think he

 was probably right.”  
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Anne Castellina 
National Park Service, 
Seward  

“Exxon had a lot of Inipol…We said,
 ‘You’re going to spray this stuff,

 which we know is cancer-causing,
 all over the beaches and we’re not

 supposed to be worried about
 that?’ We wouldn’t let them do it.”  

Duane A. Gill 
Sociologist 
Mississippi State 
University 

“The majority of our respondents
 believe that the Sound’s ecosystem

 will not recover within their lifetime. For
 many, the only way the Exxon Valdez

 disaster will end is when they die.” 
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Patience Faulkner 
Cordova resident 

“They thought I might be a security
 risk. I felt that, ‘If you think I am a
 security risk, then perhaps I am

 one,’ and I worked in that manner.” 

Mike Webber 
Cordova fisherman 

“When Exxon said they would make
 us whole, they ended up putting a
 hole in us, a hole in our hearts.” 
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Elenore McMullen 
Port Graham 

“I went down on the beach and
 looked around, and the mussels
 had all died. I’d touch them and

 they’d fall off the rocks.” 

Bob Brodie 
Mayor, city of Kodiak 

“My daughter was four years old
 at the time.…I’ll never forget
 hearing her mutter into her
 cornflakes, ‘I hate Exxon.’” 



9/17/08 

12 

Walter Meganack Sr. 
Village chief, Port Graham 
(from a speech written in 
June 1989) 

“We need to clean the oil, get it out of
 our water, bring death back to life.

 We are intoxicated with desperation.” 

Joe Hazelwood 
Captain of the Exxon Valdez 

“I would like to offer an apology,
 a very heartfelt apology, to the

 people of Alaska.” 


