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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – September 2008 

 
ACTION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Tom Kuckertz and the Scientific 

Advisory Committee 
 Project number and name or topic: 564 – ANS Crude Properties 
 
 
1. Description of agenda item:  Some of the physical parameters of Alaska North 
Slope (ANS) Crude Oil, such as API gravity, temperature, viscosity, dispersability and 
emulsification factor and chemical properties such as hydrocarbon species content and 
toxicity are important with respect to resources that need to be available to meet the 
clean up requirements of State contingency plans and potential effects upon the 
environment.  Some of physical characteristics of ANS crude oil may have changed 
significantly since production began on the North Slope such that dated assumptions 
that rely on these properties may not be valid with respect to cleaning up a spill or 
assessing the environmental effects of a spill.   
 
The benzene concentrations cited by an Alyeska 1989 analysis is about 8 times higher 
than that cited in the 2003 MSDS also published by Alyeska.  Staff made inquiries with 
Alyeska about the difference in properties between the 1989 and 2003 analyses and 
was informed that no additional information would be forthcoming.  SAC deemed this 
an issue worthy of additional inquiry by PWSRCAC and on July 11, 2008, SAC 
requested that staff and a SAC member draft a letter to Alyeska and perhaps the 
Owners requesting analytic and physical data for Board approval.   
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC:  Considerable information on the 
properties of ANS has been compiled by public agencies and private organizations.  
Regulators and citizen stakeholders need the latest information on ANS properties if 
they are to best accomplish their respective missions.   
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item: None. 
 
4. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition:  Alyeska is known to be 
measuring some of the properties being sought by PWSRCAC; however, the Owners of 
Trans Alaska Pipeline System deem this information proprietary.  Consequently, 
Alyeska has advised staff that this information will not be forthcoming.   
 
5. Committee Recommendation:  SAC has requested the Board approve a letter 
requesting specific analytic and physical data on ANS crude. TOEM has been advised of 
SACs request.   
 
6. Action Requested of the Board of Directors:  Approve proposed letter to 
Alyeska and Owner Companies requesting the crude properties.  
 
7. Alternatives:   None Proposed.  
 
8. Attachments:  Draft letter requesting crude properties.  


