
4-8 Attachment 

DRAFT 
 
Mr. Kevin Hostler 
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
P.O. Box 
Anchorage, AK   
 
Dear Mr. Hostler: 
 
The Prince William Sound Regional Citizen’s Advisory Council’s (PWSRCAC) mission is 
“Citizens promoting environmentally safe operation of the Alyeska terminal and 
associated tankers.”  As a part of this mission response to a spill is very high on 
PWSRCAC’s list of priorities.  In order to promote the best possible response to a large oil 
spill it is very important that the properties of the spilled material be known by those 
responsible for incident planning and actual cleanup.  Maximizing the amount of oil 
recovered along with minimizing hazards to personnel must be based on the properties 
of the crude oil spilled and upon available assets. 
 
Recently, PWSRCAC became aware that there appears to be considerable variation in the 
properties of Alaska North Slope (ANS) crude oil depending on documentation consulted.  
For example an Alyeska analytical analysis from 19891 indicates a benzene concentration 
about 8 times greater than that cited in Alyeska’s Material Safety Data Sheet of 20012.   
 
PWSRCAC recently commissioned a study3 by Dr. Merv Fingas as to those properties of 
ANS crude oil knowledge of which is important when responding to spilled crude oil.  Dr. 
Fingas advises that the minimum oil properties necessary for environmental concerns are 
(a) viscosity, (b) density, (c) SARA (Saturates, Aromatics, Resin and Asphaltene) content, 
(d) a distillation curve with ten minimum intervals including those at 180, 200 and 250 °C, 
(e) the sulfur content; and (f) PAH content, including alkylated homologues.  Desirable 
additional information could include the naphthalene content, C12 and C12-C18 
contents.  In addition, Dr. Fingas recommends that this information should be updated 
on an annual basis.   
 
PWSRCAC is aware that Alyeska measures many of these properties with the remainder 
being measured by the owner companies.  PWSRCAC is aware that some of these 
properties are variable and consequently, requests statistical information related to the 
range of numeric values measured for those properties that are variable. 
 
PWSRCAC requests access to a semi-annual summary of the chemical and physical 
properties of ANS crude oil arriving in Valdez. It would be valuable, if the report includes 
as many of the parameters identified by Dr. Fingas as practicable. We feel these data may 
be a valuable tool in assessing various oil spill response choices." 
 
                                                             
1 Alyeska Communications Transmittal to Bob Benda, Subject: Crude Oil Composition, dated 1/30/95 with 
Capillary Analysis “SOHIO/PT&C CLEVE HO” dated 4/12/89, 3 pages.   
2 Material Safety Data Sheet, MSDS Number: 00001392, Product: Alaska North Slope Crude Oil, Rev 002, dated 
12/19/01, printed 8/4/04, 12 pages.   
3 “Analytic Data on Crude Oils Necessary for Oil Spill Work” (draft), Merv Fingas, Spill Research, Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada, June 2008, 68 pages.   
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Please address questions to and coordinate the delivery of the requested information 
with Tom Kuckertz, PWSRCAC staff, 907-834-5050. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John S. Devens, Ph.D.   
Executive Director  


