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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
September 18-19, 2008 

Cordova, Alaska  
 
 

Members Present 
John Allen Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA Council 
Nancy Bird  City of Cordova 
Sheri Buretta  Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Pat Duffy  Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Jane Eisemann City of Kodiak 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
John French City of Seward 
Cathy Hart   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 
Marilynn Heddell  City of Whittier 
Blake Johnson Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Stephen Lewis City of Seldovia 
Iver Malutin  Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Thane Miller  Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Dorothy Moore  City of Valdez 
Walter Parker  Oil Spill Environmental Coalition 
John Velsko City of Homer 
 
Members Absent 
Al Burch Kodiak Island Borough 
George Levasseur City of Valdez 
Charles Totemoff (seated 9/18/08) Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present 
Scott Pexton Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
CDR Darryl Verfaillie U. S. Coast Guard 
Joe Hughes (via teleconf.) U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
Ron Doyel Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
 
Committee Members Present 
Robert Jaynes POVTS Committee 
Bill Conley POVTS Committee 
Cliff Chambers POVTS Committee 
Pete Heddell POVTS Committee 
Agota Horel Scientific Advisory Committee 
Savannah Lewis IE Committee 
David Goldstein OSPR Committee 
Jerry Brookman OSPR Committee 
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Staff Present 
John Devens  Executive Director 
Donna Schantz Director of Programs 
Lisa Ka’aihue Director of Administration 
Stan Jones Director of External Affairs 
Linda Robinson Outreach Coordinator 
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant 
Dan Gilson  Project Manager 
Tom Kuckertz Project Manager 
Roy Robertson Project Manager 
Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Kyle von Bose Project Manager 
Jacquelyn Olson Project Manager Assistant 
Amanda Johnson  Project Manager Assistant 
 
Others Present 
Greg Jones  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Barry Roberts  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Kathy Zinn (via teleconf.)  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/VMT 
Gail Colby (via teleconf.) Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Jeff Johnson BP Shipping 
Anil Mathur Alaska Tanker Company 
Tom Colby (via teleconf.) Alaska Tanker Company 
Tom Blanchard (via teleconf.) SeaRiver Maritime 
Becky Spiegel (via teleconf.)  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Sharry Miller Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation  
Bill Hayes (via teleconf.)  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Joy Merriner (via teleconf. for Item 4-1 only) Mikunda Cottrell 
Joe Levesque Legal counsel: Walker & Levesque, LLC 
Tim Joyce Mayor, City of Cordova 
Rochelle van den Brock Cordova District Fishermen United 
Kate Alexander Prince William Sound Science Center 
Eric Heinitz  Censum Northwest, LLC 
Dave Mora (via teleconf. for Item 4-10 only) Censum Northwest, LLC 
Randy Ruaro (via teleconf. for Agenda Item O only)  Dep. Chief of Staff, Gov. Sarah Palin 
Tom Lakosh (via teleconf. for public comment) Citizen 
Lee Martin (via teleconf.) Citizen 
Tim June  Citizen 
Roger R. Locandro Citizen 
 
Thursday, September 18, 2008 
 
Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council was held September 18 and 19, 2008, at the 
Orca Adventure Lodge, Cordova, Alaska.  President Patience Andersen Faulkner 
called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. on September 18, 2008.  
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A roll call was taken.  The following 15 voting directors were present at the time 
of the roll call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Allen, Bird, 
Buretta, Duffy, Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis, 
Malutin, Miller, Moore, and Velsko.  (Parker later joined the meeting at 10:30 
a.m.) 
 
Cordova Mayor, Tim Joyce, welcomed the council to Cordova. 
 
Directors introduced themselves and reported briefly on their activities since the 
January meeting. 
 
John Allen spoke of his attendance at a recent Alaska Regional Response Team 
(ARRT) meeting and his concern about the group’s approval of the use of in-situ 
burning and the group’s position on the use of dispersants.  John French later 
followed on Allen’s comments, noting that Allen had provided a valuable Alaska 
Native voice not often heard by the ARRT. 
 
Steve Lewis noted the recent health issue suffered by Al Burch and wished him 
well.   
 
Lewis also commented that the SERVS tugs were no longer the biggest tugs or 
most efficient tugs in the world; industry and technology having moved past that 
available in Prince William Sound. 
 
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green sheet).  
 
Bird moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Miller seconded.  The agenda 
was approved as presented.  
 
MINUTES (1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5) 
Moore moved to approve the following minutes: 
 
 1-1     Minutes of Board Meeting of May 1-2, 2008. 
 1-2 Minutes of Board Poll of May 27, 2008. 
 1-3 Minutes of Board Poll of June 13, 2008. 
 1-4 Minutes of Board Poll of July 14, 2008. 
 1-5 Minutes of Board Poll of July 30, 2008. 
 
Eisemann seconded, and the minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 
 
DIRECTOR APPOINTMENT 
President Faulkner announced that Donald Kompkoff, Sr., had resigned from the 
Board of Directors and that Chenega IRA Council and Chenega Corporation had 
put forth the name of Charles Totemoff to fill that vacant seat.   
 
Heddell moved to confirm and seat Charles Totemoff, representing the Chenega 
Corporation and Chenega IRA Council, to the PWSRCAC Board of Directors (for 



1-1 

210.002.080918.SeptMinutes  Page 4 

the unexpired term ending May 2010).  Bird seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were two comments from the public: 
 
Lee Martin, a participant in SERVS’ fishing vessel program in Homer, spoke of 
his involvement with SOS and SERVS’ response fleets over many years and the 
lack of adequate compensation for fishing vessel operators in the current SERVS 
response program.  He pointed out the rise in costs, with no corresponding rise 
in compensation to the fishing vessel operators.  He stated that this would likely 
result in a reduction in the number of fishing vessel operators who would 
continue to participate in the program unless some increase in compensation is 
made. 
 
Tom Lakosh stated that he had sent a request to Bob Malone to set up a program 
at Port Etches to convert the Mineral Creek barge, or a similar response barge, to 
a diesel electric plug-in, build the new salvage tug as a diesel electric plug-in as 
well, and establish a wind/wave and tidal renewable energy farm near Port 
Etches to plug-in so that they could develop a system similar to the Foss system 
for hybrid vessels.  This would relieve some of the emissions pollution in the 
Port of Valdez.   
 
Lakosh also updated the Board on his request for hearing to ADEC.  Lakosh said 
he expected ADEC to rule on his request before October 10, 2008.  Lakosh said he 
had asked the OSPR Committee to provide a position paper on the specific issues 
he raised in his request for hearing. He said he had not yet heard back from 
OSPR on this request.  He asked the Board to provide a position so the public 
would know what their negotiating positions are in the closed work group 
process. 
 
With respect to the encounter rate analysis being conducted by PWSRCAC, 
Lakosh said that despite some defects that he had identified in the report of the 
contractor, the concept was sound, i.e., that oil spreads so thin that the open 
water response systems are moving too slowly to encounter the oil, resulting in 
as little as 5% being recovered in 72 hours.  He said he hoped the Board would 
task staff to start looking at what new oil spill response systems could be put on 
barges and used in the most adverse conditions possible that would be able to 
recover the very thin oil.  He said PWSRCAC needed to be able to tell ADEC and 
the Shippers precisely what type of equipment is on the market that would best 
suit Alaska’s needs and how it should be modified to adapt to the Alaska 
conditions.   
 
With respect to the escort system and the use of specific tugs for primary and 
secondary escort and the one-way zone, and the Hinchinbrook Entrance salvage 
tug, Lakosh said PWSRCAC needed to get the preferences or requirements 
codified in regulation as it applies to Prince William Sound.   
 
OPENING COMMENTS/ACTIVITY REPORTS - PWSRCAC COMMITTEES 
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PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS (POVTS): Bob Jaynes 
delivered his report during Introductions.  He reported that the committee had 
had three meetings since the May meeting.  He reported that the committee had 
been busy with the vessel escort plan, had opened up RFPs for a marine architect 
for the SAFETUG project, and had formed a team to choose the successful 
responder.  He said the committee was also working on the corrosion issues in 
the double hulls tankers and a joint project with other PWSRCAC committees on 
the fire protection assets.  Other issues of concern to the committee were the one-
way zone in Valdez Arm, and minor tanker and ship mishaps.   
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (TOEM): 
Nancy Bird reported for the TOEM Committee and referred the Board to 
Attachment 5-1 in the meeting notebook where the committee’s projects were 
summarized.  She reported that the committee had met monthly.  
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC):  Dorothy Moore reported in 
the absence of chair Richard Tremaine.  She said the committee had met in June, 
July and September and was working on several projects, including Project 656 
Community Impacts Planning where PWSRCAC would be contracting with Dr. 
Steve Picou for peer listening training, updating of the video in Cordova in 
October, and development of an additional section of the CIP guidebook.  
 
On the Long-Term Environmental Monitoring Program (LTEMP), Project 951, 
Moore reported that the project team met several times over the summer and 
developed revisions to the LTEMP project and its sampling design which would 
be ready for implementation in the upcoming budget planning cycle for the next 
fiscal year. 
 
Moore reported that the contract for Project 959, Hydrocarbon Toxicity, was 
awarded to Ken Lee of Centre of Offshore Oil and Gas Environmental Research 
and a contract was being negotiated, and Merv Fingus of Spill Science was 
approved as the contractor for Project 955 on dispersants and alternative 
response literature review and the committee had already seen a first draft.   
 
On Project 952, Aquatic Nuisance Species, Moore stated that the citizen 
monitoring network on the green crab had met monthly to coordinate efforts and 
staff had met with the Alaska Sealife Center staff and to discuss monitoring in 
Seward.  On the Hull Fouling Project, researchers had sampled an Alaska state 
ferry for hull fouling and found the hull very clean.  The project team was 
working on a history of tanker traffic, documenting and updating information 
issued by the State of Alaska a couple of years ago.  Moore also noted that Lisa 
Ka’aihue had been officially selected as a member of the Invasive Species 
Advisory Committee (ISAC). 

OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE COMMITTEE (OSPR).  John French 
reported that he had been re-elected chair of the committee but asked Jerry 
Brookman to report on the committee’s activities.  Brookman stated that the 
committee was tracking the in-situ burning guidelines adopted by the Alaska 
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Regional Response Team (ARRT).  He said there was a meeting of the Science & 
Technology Committee of the ARRT on July 28, the purpose of which was to 
reach consensus prior to the full ARRT meeting on July 30.  He reported that the 
Science & Technology committee only reviewed comments provided by the 
Department of the Interior and no others, including PWSRCAC’s.  PWSRCAC 
has expressed concern about the apparent lack of transparency in the process.  

Brookman went on to report on the OSPR Committee’s work on various 
PWSRCAC projects, including Project 651 – Contingency Planning, Project 700-
Oil Spill Response Operations Program, Project 752-Preparedness Monitoring, 
Project 756-Response Gap, and Project 760-Prince William Sound Recovery Rate 
Analysis.   
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
VMT Report 
 
Kathy Zinn gave the report on activities at the Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) 
via teleconference, as follows. 
 
Safety: One day-away-from-work, two recordable injuries, and four spills. 
 
Ballast Water Treatment Vapor Recovery Project:  Tank 92 was taken out of 
service and cleaned. Abandoned lines will be cleaned.  The maintenance 
inspection was completed for the five-year cycle. 
 
Ballast Water Treatment Renovation Program:  All major equipment has been 
ordered and is beginning to arrive on site.  The civil site work is near to 
completion.    The electric power distribution center is being fabricated in 
Anchorage. 
 
Recovered Crude Renovation Project: New piping has been installed and direct 
injection testing has been started. 
 
Influent Source Control:  This is to identify and control the sources of crude oil 
and water into the BWT and limit those sources.  Currently, Alyeska is 
implementing and evaluating the run-off control strategies and completing 
preliminary engineering, and valves have been installed on the East and West 
Tank Farm dyke cells. 
 
Construction of the Ballast Treatment Tank Replacement project:  Zinn reported 
that this project was well underway and that all major equipment is to be in 
place by December 31, 2008, and operational by March 31, 2009.  
 
Recovered Crude (RC) Renovation Project:  Zinn reported that Alyeska was 
looking at options to renovate the RC system, including continued assessment of 
the feasibility of removing the RC tanks from service and directly injecting the 
RC into the crude oil system, or the possible use of new smaller tankage. 
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Tank Farm Secondary Containment:  Zinn reported a breach in the secondary 
containment system and said the catch basins and draw sumps were the 
probable culprits, as well as the manholes.  She said Alyeska had decided to fix 
everything.  On the manholes, one had been completed and there are five to go.   
Zinn went into a detailed explanation of the problems found.  A Reliability 
Centered Maintenance (RCM) analysis for the dyked areas was conducted in 
August and has been sent for review by the participants.  Zinn said 
implementation of some recommendations were already underway; others will 
await final approval of the RCM.    
 
On the 2008 VMT Tank Program:  Routine and scheduled inspections have been 
done. Tank 7 is currently out of service and is in the process of being cleaned.  
Tank 8 is in the process of being coated.  For Tank 56, Alyeska commissioned an 
independent survey of the replaced door sheet which found the tank integrity to 
be sound, so Tank 56 will be put back in service.  Tank 16 still remains in 
operation and Alyeska will continue to review the maintenance and operational 
needs for that tank. 
 
Power Vapor:  Alyeska is evaluating technology to ensure that operations will 
meet its needs for the next 30 years.   
 
VMT Integrity Management:  Zinn reported that the PIP program was currently 
working in all aspects of the VMT.   
 
 
SERVS Report 
Gail Colby reported on SERVS activities. 
 
Safety performance: Colby reported that 2008 had been a good year to date with 
only one minor recordable (cut finger closed with a single stitch). 
 
Environmental performance:  Colby reported there had been two spills to land 
for a total of three gallons.  Both were hydraulic fluid (non-crude oil) spills. 
 
Fishing Vessel Training Activities:   During the Spring 2008 fishing vessel 
training, there were 469 crew trained and 140 vessels participated from Valdez, 
Cordova, Whittier and Chenega.  Colby stated that the fall schedule was 
underway in Kodiak, and Homer, Seward and Cordova would come later. 
 
Other Activities:  Colby reported that SERVS had performed 10,887 escorts to 
date.  SERVS was planning the personnel verification drill with ADEC and 
would participate in the Tesoro area drill on September 24-25, and was preparing 
for the fall VMT drill on October 28.  She said that there had been good 
PWSRCAC participation in all of the drill planning.  
 
Colby reported that the USCG had notified SERVS that there would be an 
“unannounced” drill sometime that month on Scenario 2 in the VMT-plan (a 50 
barrel spill to water from the loading arms) and that could happen any day.   
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Colby said there had been some ongoing skimmer testing during the week of 
July 14 and there would some additional testing the week of November 3.  She 
said that the advances that had been made from the March testing to the July 
testing showed that the new skimmers had great promise.  She also reported that 
SERVS was working with Polar Tankers for the tanker plan drill in 2009, and all 
dry dock schedules for this year had been completed. 
 
French congratulated SERVS on its excellent safety and environmental 
performance to date. 
 
Velsko asked Colby about the 50% reduction in vessels participating in the 
fishing vessel program in Homer.  Velsko suggested that SERVS increase the 
compensation to keep the operators in the program.  Colby countered that actual 
fuel costs are reimbursed, but recognized that there were other costs that had 
increased. Colby said she would get back to Board with information on the 
retention of the fishing vessel participants and asked to address the Board at the 
January meeting on the compensation issues. 
 
Eisemann questioned what differences would occur in SERVS’ operations to 
prepare for “unannounced” drills when the USCG notifies SERVS that there 
would be an “unannounced” drill in September.  Colby said that SERVS 
supervisors reviewed the standards for the National Preparedness Respone 
Exercise Program (NPREP standards) because that is what the USCG said it 
would be focusing on. 
 
Johnson revisited the SERVS staffing issues that were discussed at the May 
meeting and questioned the discrepancies in the numbers of experienced 
personnel cited in Alyeska/SERVS documents.  He said that Alyeska would be 
getting back to PWSRCAC with an explanation of the discrepancies.  Johnson 
followed on Eisemann’s questions about unannounced drills and said that a truly 
unannounced drill would be good exercise. 
 
Lewis commented on the attrition over the years in the fishing vessel fleet in 
Seldovia.  Malutin stated that there was presently no training for fishing vessel 
operators in the villages of Kodiak Island, only training for the Kodiak harbor-
based fleet. 
(Walt Parker arrived 10:30 a.m.; 16 directors present.) 
 
Recess: 10:55 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. 
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SHIPPERS & OWNER COMPANIES - OPENING COMMENTS 
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC): 
Anil Mathur, President of Alaska Tanker Company (ATC), spoke of the issues 
that bind common interests of ATC and PWSRCAC rather than those that divide.  
He made a presentation of ATC’s business structure and its achievements in 
safety, environmental and quality standards, and awards for its transportation of 
Alaska North Slope (ANS) crude oil. Capt. Tom Colby was on teleconference 
during the presentation for questions and comments. 
 
Lewis thanked Mathur for his consistent attendance at PWSRCAC meetings.  
Those sentiments were echoed by Parker and Allen. 
 
BP SHIPPING 
Jeff Johnson as chair of the Response Planning Group (RPG) gave an update on 
the contingency plan work group activities that completed work on the 
conditions of approval to the 2007 c-plan.  He reported that only one condition of 
approval was left to be addressed.   He spoke of the attempts to develop a new 
skimmer at the OHMSETT facility that will work on spilled ANS crude. 
 
Like ATC’s Anil Mathur, Johnson spoke of the company’s commitment to safety 
and the environment. 
 
Johnson gave a brief overview of BP’s new Liberty Project on the North Slope 
which will be an offshore project in shallow water, with an eight mile oil well 
drilled from land.  The rig will be next to the Endicott facility.  The seismic 
worked was started this summer.  In 2009, the rigs will be sea-lifted to the site, 
with drilling to start in 2010; the first oil is expected in 2011. 
 
SEARIVER MARITIME 
Tom Blanchard, via teleconference, reported for SeaRiver Maritime.  He said that 
SeaRiver’s ocean fleet was at or near its best performance in that it had been eight 
years since a lost time injury (in Alaska operations), and three years since an oil 
spill to water of any size. 
 
He reported that SeaRiver was running three ships in the TAPS trade at a slower 
pace than normal and with some anchor time because of a summer slowdown.  
He also reported that the company had moved its headquarters from Houston to 
Dallas, Texas, during the threat of Hurricane Ike so as to maintain coordination 
with its fleet and operations.   
 
Blanchard said that in November the company will embark on a 5th generation of 
training safety courses for bridge and deckhand personnel for bridge resource 
management, engine resource management, and preparedness. 
 
On changes in its TAPS fleet, Blanchard stated that the Sierra was due for a 
shipyard period in a few months but the location of that had yet to be 
determined and it could result in a shortfall of tonnage for a few months.  It may 
also require the Baytown to return to TAPS trade during this period of time. 
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Lunch Recess: 12:15 p.m.-1:05 p.m. 
 
FY08 FINANCIAL AUDIT (4-1) 
The FY08 financial statements and audit report were introduced by Finance 
Committee chair John French.  He reported that the organization had received a 
clean audit and commended Finance Manager Gregory Dixon and other staff 
members for the results. 
 
Joy Merriner, CPA, of Mikunda Cottrell, who conducted the audit reviewed the 
financial statements and audit report with the Board via teleconference. 
 
Parker moved to accept the June 30, 2008, audited financial statements and audit 
report.  Moore seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS – EX OFFICIOS 
 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG): 
CDR Verfaillie reported briefly that all the weather buoys were currently 
operating and could be monitored on the Internet through the National Data 
Buoy Center (NDBC) website:  http:/www.ndbc.noaa.gov/maps/Alaska.shtml. 
He said that outages could be reported through the website as well. 
 
CDR Verfaillie reported that he had asked for an ice radar display to be installed 
at the Vessel Traffic Center in Valdez as an interim measure to improve ice 
detection at the Reef Island ice radar site.  This will take approximately a year.  
He said a long-term fix would not be until 2011 at the earliest. 
 
On proposed “places of refuge” and potential grounding sites for a distressed 
tanker, Verfaillie suggested a local work group be formed to revisit proposed 
sites by category of vessels. 
 
CDR. Verfaillie also said that his office would no longer announce 
“unannounced” drills in advance. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR): 
Scott Pexton reported the Joint Pipeline Office (JPO) operating agreement was 
being developed as the gas line proposals were gaining momentum.  A revised 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) outlining relationships between the 
various state and federal agencies that comprise the JPO is being worked on and 
updated.  
 
He also reported that the Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP) was 
being revaluated and details were available on the ADNR website.   

ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC): 
Ron Doyel conveyed apologies from Commissioner Hartig for not being able to 
attend this meeting.  He said the Commissioner would like to attend the next 
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meeting and brief the Board on state primacy issues of the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). 
 
Doyel reported that ADEC was working on assuring the protection of quality of 
the water in the changes being made at the Ballast Water Treatment Facility 
(BWTF) in Valdez and he was involved in developing the MOU for the JPO.  He 
said he also participated in the reliability centered maintenance (RCM) process of 
the containment issues at the VMT. 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM): 
Joe Hughes reported that he/BLM also had participated in the RCM on the 
secondary containment issues and said he felt confident that good results would 
come out of it.  Going forward, Hughes stated that the gas lines were coming on 
line and that would involve more work for all the agencies.  He stated that the 
BWTF project was a little slower than expected because of delays in getting 
materials on site. 
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI): 
Nancy Bird reported for OSRI in lieu of Scott Pegau.  She reported that OSRI had 
completed some strategic planning and had revised some of its goals in 
anticipation of its five year science plan, starting this winter. 
 
In 2009, Bird said OSRI was planning to do a field experiment to deploy drifter 
buoys and testing against models for Prince William Sound and was looking 
forward to having more involvement from SERVS. 
 
On other projects and programs, Bird reported that the meteorological stations 
would continue around Prince William Sound, and the Innocentive Challenge 
Program would continue.  There will be a Joint Industry Program in Norway in 
summer 2009 and some testing of oils and dispersants, and a new project 
workshop in Cordova,  October 7-8, 2008,  to deploy a series of acoustic receivers  
to track salmon.  She invited Board members to visit the Prince William Sound 
Science Center (PWSSC) in Cordova while in town during this meeting. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS – PWSRCAC COMMITTEES (Continued) 
 
INFORMATION & EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC): 
Faulkner reported that the new Information & Education Committee (IEC) had 
met and developed a mission statement: Supporting PWSRCAC’s mission by 
fostering public awareness, responsibility, and participation through information and 
education.”  
 
She gave an overview of the goals of the IEC as: 

• To fight complacency. 
• Expand marketing venues. 
• Involve families. 
• Create links between the products of their committees and the general 

public in lay terms. 
• Broaden the age range of those participating in PWSRCAC. 
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• Develop external collaborations. 
• Network with and provide encouragement to other regions with similar 

pollution challenges. 
 
Faulkner said that the current PWSRCAC projects of interest to committee 
members have been approved in two main categories: those projects under the 
“outreach” umbrella which previously did not fall within another committee’s 
sphere; and those projects which are headed by another committee but which 
need help with outreach.  She also stated that requests from PWSRCAC 
committees for IEC’s advice and/or assistance in promoting outreach aspects of 
their projects were welcome. 
 
The current projects and promotions that the committee will work on in the near 
future will include the EVOS 20th Anniversary event (in March 2009), youth 
involvement, community impacts planning, aquatic nuisance species, and the 
Then and Now DVD. 
 
Other activities of the committee included teacher training in Prince William 
Sound.  Faulkner reported that she had personally met with the 60 “teachers of 
the year” and provided them with DVDs and other PWSRCAC information. 
 
She said that committee members had also attended the International Oil Spill 
Conference, the Arctic Marine Oil Spill Program technical seminar.  Upcoming 
outreach opportunities will include the Tesoro area exercise in Homer, the 
Seward Festival, the Alaska Municipal League conference, the Society for 
Environmental Technology and Chemistry (SETAC) conference, and the Pacific 
Marine Expo. 
 
Faulkner said that possible future ideas for the committee would include 
updating and furthering promotions of the PWSRCAC oil spill curriculum; 
networking and collaborating with various organizations; a guidebook for 
creating citizen oversight groups; and development of a PWSRCAC web 
presence.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE BOARD 
Faulkner read a written report to the Board.  She stated that she had visited Al 
Burch recently with some members of staff and that he was doing well. 
 
She reported that she had represented PWSRCAC at the USCG change-of-
command ceremony in Cordova for CDR Haust, the new commander of the 
Sycamore, and also the change in command of the Captain of the Port in Valdez 
for CDR Verfaillie.  She reported that she also attended the Copper River 
Nouveau fundraiser for the PWSSC.   
 
On internal matters, Faulkner reported attending many Finance Committee 
meetings, Legislative Affairs Committee meetings and Executive Committee 
meetings throughout the summer months.  She also said that the Joint 
Executives’ meeting with Alyeska had provided an opportunity to air concerns 
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and to figure out ways to move forward.  She also was involved in the 
brainstorming and planning for the new Information and Education Committee.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
John Devens’ written report was included in the meeting notebook.  He spoke of 
the present high expertise of staff that in prior years would have required the 
hiring of a contractor.  He reported that the present relationship with industry 
was as good as it had ever been. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1) 
Item 3-1, a policy revision for unsolicited proposals, was pulled for consideration 
the following day, on a motion made by Bird, seconded by Heddell, and passed 
by unanimous consent. 
 
DISCUSSIONS WITH RANDY RUARO, GOV. PALIN’S DEPUTY CHIEF OF 
STAFF 
Randy Ruaro, Deputy Chief of Staff to Governor Sarah Palin, participated in a 
general discussion with the Board, primarily addressing a request by PWSRCAC 
(sent in a letter sent to Gov. Palin on July 14, 2008), requesting the Governor to 
issue a resolution from the State of Alaska asking Congress to formally censure 
the justices of the U.S. Supreme Court involved in the Court’s decision on 
punitive damages in the EVOS Litigation.  PWSRCAC’s position was that the 
decision was based on a pro-business agenda rather than on sound legal 
principle. 
 
Ruaro stated that the Attorney General’s Office was looking at whether the 
Governor has the power to introduce such a resolution.  If that issue is resolved 
affirmatively, then Ruaro said he would be the one to draft the resolution.  It 
would have to pass through the Legislature on the Legislature’s own timetable. 
 
Going back to the issue of “unannounced” drills discussed earlier.  Johnson 
asked Ruaro to talk to the Governor and the Commissioner about calling a truly 
unannounced drill to see how industry and the agencies would really respond.  
 
UPDATE ON TANKER C-PLAN PERSONNEL WORK GROUP (4-2) 
Roy Robertson and Linda Swiss presented the results of the Personnel Work 
Group process that was tasked with verifying personnel numbers, personnel 
roles, and personnel deployment strategies called for in the Prince William 
Sound Tanker Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan (PWS Core Plan), 
a condition of approval to the c-plan that was approved by ADEC in November 
2007. The verifications were originally to have been be completed by April 30, 
2008, but were later extended to August 30, 2008 at the request of the RPG.  A 
briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-2. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
REDUNDANT REMOTE CONTROL OF THE VMT (4-3) 
Tom Kucketz presented for approval a staff report on a project to verify 
communications redundancy between the Operations Control Center (OCC) and 
the VMT.  A briefing sheet and staff’s Project Report were included in the 
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meeting notebook as Item 3 and the Attachment thereto.  Kuckertz indicated that 
Alyeska had demonstrated that redundant communications exist between the 
VMT and the remote OCC. 
 
Johnson moved to accept the report entitled “Redundant Communications 
between OCC and VMT – Project Report,” by staff, as the final report for this 
project.   Heddell seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
Recess:  3:36 p.m. – 3:49 p.m. 
 
UPDATE ON ALASKA REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM PROCESS (4-5) 
Lisa Ka’aihue and Joe Banta presented an information item to brief the Board on 
issues surrounding the Alaska Regional Response Team (ARRT) process and the 
concerns that, after prior years of a transparent and collaborative process for 
addressing documentation guidelines among ARRT members, the process used 
over the past year to review the in-situ burning guidelines did not allow for 
collaboration, transparency, or due consideration of stakeholder comments.  A 
briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook. 
 
Legal counsel Joe Levesque reviewed with the Board the points made by 
PWSRCAC in a draft letter to be sent to the co-chairs of the ARRT.  The letter 
outlined PWSRCAC’s concerns that the use of executive session to deliberate and 
make final decisions was contrary to good public policy and an open and 
transparent process.  The letter also made certain recommendations to address 
the current problems.  The letter asked for a response within 30 days. 
 
After much discussion of the importance of local, and particularly Native, 
knowledge and issues to the deliberative process, Buretta moved to recommend 
that John Allen be seated on the ARRT as the native tribal representative, and 
that PWSRCAC draft a resolution to the board of the Alaska Federation of 
Natives that it support that nomination.  After much discussion of whether this 
was the correct approach to take to put an appropriate person in the seat, Buretta 
withdrew her motion with the consent of the second.  Nonetheless, Buretta 
pointed out that having identified an issue, PWSRCAC had a responsibility, 
under its mission of promoting environmentally safe transportation of oil, to 
make recommendations to other organizations that could work with PWSRCAC 
to further its concerns.  The Board declined to take any further formal action on 
this item. 
 
2007 ANNUAL DRILL REPORT (4-4) 
Project Manager Roy Robertson gave a brief overview of the 2007 Annual Drill 
Report prior to introducing the report for acceptance by the Board.  A copy of the 
report was included in the meeting notebook as an attachment to Item 4-4. 
 
Bird moved to accept the 2007 Annual Drill Report. French seconded, and the 
motion passed without objection. 
 
PWS TANKER SYSTEM CONTRACT APPROVAL (4-6) 



1-1 

210.002.080918.SeptMinutes  Page 15 

Steve Lewis led off this agenda item by reviewing the inadequacies of the RFP 
specifications issued by Alyeska for the ETTs tugs, and specifically the omission 
of any mention of the tug’s ability to make a save at Hinchinbrook Entrance, 
despite detailed specifications in other areas.  He also noted that Alyeska did not 
have the prior RFP or responses for the PRT tugs. 
 
Tom Kuckertz reported on the SAFETUG project and PWSRCAC’s need for 
expertise assistance and presented a contract approval request for analysis of 
SAFETUG data. 
 
Velsko moved to authorize staff to negotiate a contract with Coastwise 
Corporation in an amount not to exceed $40,000 to serve as the SAFETUG Data 
Analyst and to assist staff in understanding the various options and tradeoffs 
associated with ETTs, PRTs, and ocean-going salvage tugs.  Bird provided the 
second. 
  
Several board members requested staff to provide additional general information 
on the contractor’s experience. 
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
In the interest of time, items 4-7, 4-8, and 4-9 were deferred to the following day’s 
agenda. 
 
Recess 
The meeting recessed 5:25 p.m. 
 
Friday, September 19, 2008 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER:   
President Faulkner called the meeting back to order on Friday, September 19, 
2008, at 8:15 a.m.  There were 14 directors present at the time of the roll call 
(Allen, Duffy, Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis, 
Malutin, Miller, Moore, Parker, and Velsko).  Buretta joined the meeting 
immediately after the roll call at 8:16 a.m. and Bird arrived at 8:55 a.m. 
(Buretta arrived.  15 directors present.) 
 
Tim June, candidate for State House District 5, Cordova, briefly addressed the 
Board. 
 
UPDATE ON THE EVOS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT (4-7) 
Director of External Affairs Stan Jones gave an update on the EVOS oral history 
project.  He said the target release date would be March 24, 2009, on the 20th 
anniversary of the EVOS spill.  A briefing sheet was included in the meeting 
notebook at Item 4-7. A brief power point presentation was shown of excerpts 
from the book.   
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Moore confirmed that Jones would present a similar overview to the Alaska 
Historical Society in the near future. 
 
ALASKA NORTH SLOPE CRUDE OIL PROPERTIES (4-8) 
Tom Kuckertz gave a brief overview of a project undertaken by staff to look at 
the properties of Alaska North Slope (ANS) crude to ascertain the variations in 
properties cited by Alyeska since 1989.  Kuckertz pointed out that the 
information was important to PWSRCAC in order for it to assess and advise 
Alyeska and others on various oil spill response choices for the present 
properties of ANS crude.  The Board was asked to approve a draft letter to Kevin 
Hostler/Alyeska formally requesting access to summary reports of the chemical 
and physical properties of ANS crude oil arriving in Valdez so that PWSRCAC 
may assess various oil spill response choices and give good advice on cleanup 
tools. 
 
Hart moved to approve sending of a letter (an example of such was included as 
attachment to Item 4-8) to the Owner companies.  Eisemann seconded.  After a 
brief discussion, it was agreed that staff would add an explanatory statement as 
to why the information was being requested. 
 
(Nancy Bird arrived 8:55 a.m.; 16 directors present). 
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
SCHEDULE OF PWSRCAC SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING (4-9) 
The Board took up a general discussion of whether to amend the schedule for the 
September Board Meeting. This issue was raised at the May meeting by some 
directors.  In the interim, staff had polled the Board on their preferences and 
taken them to the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee directed staff 
to bring the item back to the full Board for consideration. 
 
The discussion expanded to comments on the Board meeting schedule in general.  
Blake Johnson pointed out that no dates would work for everybody and 
preferred to leave the schedule as-is.  Steve Lewis,  noting the lack of public 
participation by the residents of Cordova at this meeting, possibly because the 
meeting was outside of town, said he would like to see the meetings in the 
middle of town or have all meetings in Anchorage and save the expense of going 
to the member communities.  He recognized, however, that the purpose of going 
to the communities was to have a presence and become known within the 
communities.  In response, Faulkner noted that the previous evening’s reception 
had been well attended by Cordova residents and thanked the Board for hosting 
the event.  Others echoed the same sentiments.  The consensus was that the 
schedule should remain the same and the Board declined to take any further 
action at this time. 
 
PRESENTATION ON PWS RECOVERY RATE ANALYSIS (4-10) 
Project Manager Dan Gilson gave a brief overview of the project looking at the 
analysis of the encounter rates between the Current Buster technology versus the 
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traditional U-boom or J-boom configuration and a calculation of the recovery 
rates of SERVS’ Nearshore and Open Water Response Systems.   
 
Eric Heinitz of Censum Northwest LLC, the contractor on the project, presented 
the results of the company’s draft report titled “Prince William Sound Recovery 
Rate Analysis.” 
 
Gilson noted that this was a draft report and acceptance of the final report would 
be submitted to the Executive Committee for approval.  
 
The Board took up a general discussion of the report’s findings and 
recommendations.  During the discussions, Devens noted the absence of industry 
representatives at this point in the meeting and was concerned that they needed 
to hear the points being made in the discussion.   
 
Miller stated that the report highlighted for him that the only way to clean up an 
oil spill was to keep it out of the water in the first place by having tanker escorts.  
He pointed out that the Long Beach is now the only ship in TAPS service required 
to be escorted, and when that vessel goes out of TAPS service there would no 
longer be a federal requirement for escorts in Prince William Sound.  Miller said 
the only requirement for escorts is that written into the c-plans, and industry 
could amend its c-plan whenever it wants.  
   
Lewis echoed Miller’s statement.  Lewis said he had hoped, through gaining 
knowledge and applying the pressure that PWSRCAC should have been 
applying over the past ten years but had not, that PWSRCAC could shame the 
industry into improving its recovery capability, but that had not transpired.  
Lewis said the escort system remains a critical component of the prevention and 
response system and that PWSRCAC had been remiss in not having taken that 
which it had learned already, including studies such as this recovery rate 
analysis and the response gap studies, and bringing it to the public’s attention 
through the press and other media. 
(This was an information item only.) 
 
For the Good of the Order 
Roger Locandro, Ph.D., retired professor from Rutgers University, spoke briefly 
about the interconnection of people working on habitat and protection using the 
EVOS spill as a model. 
 
VMT STORAGE TANK SECONDARY CONTAINMENT NOTICE OF 
VIOLATION (4-11) 
Tom Kuckertz and Linda Swiss reported on leaks in the secondary containment 
of Tanks 9 and 10 at the VMT that resulted in ADEC’s issuance of a Notice of 
Violation (NOV) to Alyeska.  Alyeska acted quickly to cure the issues cited in the 
NOV and had performed considerable on-the-ground work by the time of this 
meeting.  A briefing sheet outlining the issues that occurred was included in the 
meeting notebook at item 4-11.  
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The Board was asked to approve a letter commending the regulatory agencies for 
their timely actions in addressing the catchment integrity issues and formalizing 
an inspection approach going forward whereby the liners are inspected on a 
regular basis and repaired accordingly.   
 
Velsko moved to approve issuance of a letter to the Authorized Officer and State 
Pipeline Coordinator commending their timely actions in addressing the catch 
basin issues and recommending a formal approach to inspection of the 
secondary containment of the crude oil storage tanks at the Valdez Marine 
Terminal.  Bird seconded and the motion passed without objection. 
 
LONG-RANGE PLANNING (4-12) 
The annual appointment of a long-range planning coordination committee came 
before the Board for action. 
 
Moore moved that the Board seek and appoint volunteers to serve on the 
Strategic Plan Coordination Committee to develop the FY10-FY14 Long-Range 
Plan.  Eisemann seconded. 
 
Discussion followed.   
 
Johnson moved to appoint Cathy Hart, Nancy Bird, Thane Miller, Steve Lewis, 
Patience Andersen Faulkner, Bob Jaynes, and any other committee chairs who 
wish to participate as the Strategic Plan Coordination Committee to develop the 
FY10-FY14 Long Range Plan.  Moore seconded, and the motion passed without 
objection. 
 
CREATION OF 2008-2009 LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (4-13) 
The annual selection and appointment of a Legislative Affairs Committee for the 
2008-2009 legislative session came before the Board for approval. 
 
Miller moved to appoint approximately five board members to serve on the 
2008-2009 Legislative Affairs Committee.  Eisemann seconded.  The following 
volunteered: John Velsko, Blake Johnson, Iver Malutin, Patrick Duffy, John 
French.  The motion passed without objection. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
Item 3-1 Policy on Unsolicited Proposals was pulled from the consent agenda for 
further discussion by Nancy Bird.   
 
POLICY ON UNSOLICITED PROPOSALS (3-1) 
Bird asked that the second bullet item be amended to read “… $20,000 and up to 
$30,000 …. ” so that the dollar amount came within the Executive Committee’s 
authority.   There being no objection to this suggestion, Bird moved to modify 
Policy 206 as outlined in Item 3-1, Policy on Unsolicited Proposals, with the 
minor addition that the second bullet read: “Requests for support greater than 
$20,000 and up to $30,000 may be considered by the Executive Committee.  Moore 
seconded and the motion carried without objection. 
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 [Policy 206, Unsolicited Proposals, as amended, reads as follows: 
 

Unsolicited proposals and requests for support for projects not included in the 
annual work plan and budget may be considered as follows: 
 

o Requests for support greater than $30,000 may be considered by the full 
Board of Directors. 

o Requests for support greater than $20,000 and up to $30,000 may be 
considered by the Executive Committee. 

o Requests for support up to $20,000 may be considered by the Executive 
Director. 

o Requests for letters of support with no financial commitment by 
PWSRCAC may be considered by the Executive Director.] 

 
For the Good of the Order 
Iver Malutin asked for an update on the search for an alternate location for the 
Anchorage office.  Director of Administration Ka’aihue reported that a search 
had begun but affordable space in the area was limited, and she warned that new 
space would probably mean an increase in rent expense.  She said staff was 
presently awaiting a proposal with the current landlord. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments. Directors 
welcomed Charles Totemoff as a Board member and expressed get well wishes 
to Al Burch. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
 
______________________ 
Secretary 


