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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – May 2009 
 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Linda Swiss, OSPR Committee and 

Dispersants and C-Plan Project 
Teams 

 Project number and name or topic: 600 Oil Spill Response Planning  
  Program 
 
 
1. Description of agenda item: This informational item is intended to brief the 
Board on issues surrounding the Alaska Regional Response Team (ARRT) process. This 
item had been deferred from the January 2009 Board meeting.   
 
As a group responsible for planning and coordination of regional preparedness and 
response actions, the ARRT provides federal, state, and local governmental agencies 
with means to participate in response to pollution incidents. After prior years of a 
transparent and collaborative process for addressing documents and guidelines among 
ARRT members, it appeared that the process used over the past year to review the In 
Situ Burning guidelines did not allow for the same level of collaboration, transparency, 
or due consideration of stakeholder comments as previously allowed.  PWSRCAC was 
concerned that this process had been excluding stakeholder input, and that the use of 
executive sessions at ARRT meetings to deliberate and make final decisions was 
contrary to good public policy.   
 
Staff had previously reported that at the July 2008 ARRT meeting, the ARRT 
committed to investigate concerns expressed by both PWSRCAC and John Allen about 
exclusion of stakeholder input.  John Allen had testified at that ARRT meeting that 
tribal entities needed to be properly represented and included in the ARRT process.  
Joe Levesque, legal counsel for PWSRCAC, also indicated at that meeting that 
PWSRCAC had concerns about procedural deficiencies in the ARRT process.   
 
Communication was exchanged between the co-chairs of the ARRT, Walker & Levesque, 
and PWSRCAC, and a meeting was held in February 2009 in an effort to resolve 
PWSRCAC’s concerns.  The meeting was attended by staff and Board members; 
attorneys for PWSRCAC and the Coast Guard; REAR ADM Brooks, CAPT Cerne, CDR 
Rodriguez of the Coast Guard; and Carl Lautenberger of EPA.  This meeting provided 
an opportunity for all sides to express their concerns.   
 
The full ARRT meeting was held in mid-February 2009, and staff and Board member 
John French attended.  John French gave a presentation about regional citizens’ 
advisory councils, and there was an in-depth discussion on a proposed Charter for the 
ARRT.  It was PWSRCAC’s opinion that this meeting followed the more collaborative 
approach previously experienced.   
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC:  Under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 
(OPA 90), PWSRCAC is authorized to provide advice and recommendations on both the 
development of plans and the policy guidelines used in oil spill response.  
 
3. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition:  After public testimony by 
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PWSRCAC legal counsel outlining PWSRCAC’s concerns at the July 2008 ARRT meeting, 
the ARRT co-chairs offered their assistance in investigating these issues.  
 
4. Committee Recommendation:  None at this time. 
 
5. Relationship to LRP and Budget:  This is not a budgeted project. 
 
6. Action Requested of the Board of Directors:  None, item is for information 
only. 
 
7. Attachments:  None.  
 


