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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES  
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 
May 6-8, 2009 
Valdez, Alaska 

 
Members Present  
John Allen Tatitlek Corp. & Tatitlek Village IRA Council 
Nancy Bird City of Cordova 
Al Burch Kodiak Island Borough 
Sheri Buretta Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Pat Duffy Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Jane Eisemann (via teleconference) City of Kodiak 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
John French City of Seward 
Cathy Hart Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 
Marilynn Heddell (via teleconference) City of Whittier 
Blake Johnson Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Stephen Lewis City of Seldovia 
Iver Malutin Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Thane Miller Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Dorothy Moore City of Valdez 
Walter Parker Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition 
Stan Stephens (seated 5/7/09) City of Valdez 
John Velsko (via teleconference) City of Homer 
 
Members Absent 
Charles Totemoff Chenega Corp. & Chenega IRA Council 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present 
Ron Doyle Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Scott Pexton Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources 
Joe Hughes Bureau of Land Management  
CDR Darryl Verfaillie US Coast Guard, MSU Valdez  
 
Committee Members Present 
Robert Jaynes  POVTS Committee 
Bill Conley POVTS Committee 
Savannah Lewis Information & Education Committee 
Agota Horel Scientific Advisory Committee  
 
Staff Present 
Donna Schantz Acting Executive Director 
Lisa Ka’aihue Director of Administration 
Stan Jones Director of External Affairs 
Linda Robinson Outreach Coordinator 
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant 
Dan Gilson Project Manager 
Roy Robertson Project Manager 
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Linda Swiss Project Manager  
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Joel Kennedy Project Manager 
Amanda Johnson Project Manager Assistant 
Jacquelyn Olson Project Manager Assistant 
Venessa Dawson Administrative Assistant 
 
Others Present 
Peter Andersen Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Gail Colby Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Tony Parkin Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Judy Miller Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Bruce Painter Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Tony Day  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Barry Roberts Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Mike Meadors Alyeska Pipeline Service Company  
Jeff Johnson BP Shipping 
Ed Thompson (via teleconference)  BP Shipping 
Monty Morgan Polar Tankers 
Tom Blanchard SeaRiver Maritime 
Carolyn Oxsen SeaRiver Maritime 
Tom Colby Alaska Tanker Company 
Anil Mathur Alaska Tanker Company 
Tim Plummer Tesoro Maritime 
Eric Smith Overseas Shipbuilding Group 
Rhonda Williams Bureau of Land Management/Joint Pipeline Office 
Betty Spiegel (via teleconference)  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Schawna Thoma Office of Senator Mark Begich 
Bob Shavelson (via teleconference 5/7/09 only) Cook Inlet Keeper 
Trent Dobson (via teleconference 5/7/09 only) Cook Inlet RCAC 
Vinnie Catalano (via teleconference 5/7/09 only) Cook Inlet RCAC 
Pat Caples Alaska Maritime  
Summer Moore Alaska Maritime   
Dan Lawn Citizen 
John Devens Citizen  
Chris Beck Agnew Beck Associates 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens’ Advisory Council was held May 6, 7 and 8, 2009, at the Council’s office and at 
the Valdez Civic Center, Valdez, Alaska.  President Patience Andersen Faulkner called 
the meeting to order at 6:35pm on May 6, 2009, at the Council’s office.  
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 16 voting directors were present at the time of the 
roll call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Allen, Bird, Burch, Duffy, 
Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis, Malutin, Miller, Moore, 
Parker and Velsko.  Sheri Buretta joined the meeting shortly after the roll call at 
6:37pm. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Burch moved to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters and the 
Executive Director’s annual evaluation. French seconded, and the motion passed 
without objection.  
 
PWSRCAC legal counsel Bill Walker and Bill Mede, along with Stan Stephens, 
representing the City of Valdez, were asked to join the Council in executive session.  
 
(Buretta joined the meeting at 6:40pm. 17 directors present.) 
 
Recess 
The executive session recessed at 9:30 p.m. until the following morning. 
 
Call Back to Order 
President Faulkner called the meeting back to order at 7:05 a.m. on May 7, 2009, at the 
Council’s Valdez office.  
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 17 directors were present at the time of the roll 
call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Allen, Bird, Burch, Buretta, 
Duffy, Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis, Malutin, Miller, 
Moore, Parker and Velsko.  
 
Continuation of Executive Session 
 
The council immediately resumed its executive session of the previous day. 
 
PWSRCAC Legal Counsel Bill Walker and Bill Mede, along with Stan Stephens, 
representing the City of Valdez, were asked to join in the continuation of the executive 
session.  
  
The executive session was recessed at 8:10 a.m. until after the scheduled budget 
workshop. 
 
A scheduled budget workshop then took place from 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. at the 
Valdez Civic Center.  After the budget workshop, the Board again resumed its 
executive session from 11:35am until its lunch recess at 12:35pm.   
 
Lunch Recess: 12:35 p.m. - 12:43 p.m. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
President Faulkner called the meeting back to order at the Valdez Convention and Civic 
Center at 12:43 p.m.  A roll call was taken.  The following 16 directors were present at 
the time of the roll call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business:  Allen, 
Bird, Burch, Buretta, Duffy, Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis, Malutin, 
Miller, Moore, Parker and Velsko.  
 
Mayor Bert Cottle welcomed the Council to Valdez.  
 
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green sheet).  
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Bird moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Miller seconded.   Moore requested 
time on the agenda for a presentation/discussion with Dr. Steve Picou since he was in 
town at that time.  It was agreed that the group would hear Dr. Picou at 8:45am on 
Friday morning, with an earlier call to order to accommodate this addition to the 
agenda.  
 
Lewis moved to amend the executive session agenda scheduled for 4:45 p.m. (Item P) 
to include a discussion of personnel matters.   Bird seconded.  The amendment 
passed without objection.  
 
Hart moved to amend the agenda to include a presentation by Dr. Picou at 8:45am on 
Friday.  Moore seconded. The motion passed by unanimous consent.  [Recorder’s note: 
Dr. Picou ultimately addressed the group during the reception at the Valdez museum 
later that evening of 5/7/09, and the call to order for the following day reverted to 9:00 
a.m.] 
 
The agenda, as amended, passed by unanimous consent.  
 
DIRECTOR APPOINTMENTS (4-1) 
President Faulkner introduced for approval the names of directors nominated by their 
respective member entities to succeed their seated representatives whose terms would 
expire at the conclusion of this meeting.  
 
French moved to confirm and seat the selected representatives for two-year terms to 
the Board of Directors for each of the member entities listed below: 
 

John Allen   Tatitlek Corp. & Tatitlek Village IRA Council 
Jane Eisemann  City of Kodiak 
John French   City of Seward 
Blake Johnson  Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Stan Stephens  City of Valdez 
Stephen Lewis  City of Seldovia 
Thane Miller   Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Iver Malutin   Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Cathy Hart   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Assoc. 
John Velsko   City of Homer 

 
Moore seconded.   Motion passed by unanimous consent.  
 
MINUTES (1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4) 
Bird moved to approve the minutes as presented:  
 

1-1 Board Meeting of January 22-23, 2009. 
1-2 Board Poll of March 9, 2009. 
1-3 Board Poll of March 19, 2009. 
1-4 Board Poll of April 6, 2009.   
 

Stephens seconded and the motion passed without objection. 
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REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Lewis explained that the Council was not yet ready to report on the executive session, 
as its discussions would continue later that day.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Dan Lawn, President of the Alaska Forum for Environmental Responsibility, distributed 
a report titled “Preliminary Comments on Doyon-Emerald/ABS Proposed Methodology 
for State of Alaska Oil and Gas Infrastructure Risk Assessment Project” dated May 5, 
2009, a risk assessment commissioned by the State of Alaska to assess the structural 
integrity of the oil-gathering and transportation systems in the state.  Lawn stated that 
several PWSRCAC personnel had attended a recent State of Alaska risk assessment 
meeting, as had he.  He commented that, under its present structure, the risk 
assessment would not produce the information sought because the contractor was not 
permitted to go out into the field to verify the information.  He said that the risk 
assessment was not really looking at assessing risk but rather the contractor was being 
told what to look for and was getting the information from ADEC.   
 
He commended PWSRCAC on its panel discussion at the EVOS 20th Anniversary event, 
but said he felt the shippers had put pressure on Alyeska to make personnel changes 
in SERVS management following that panel discussion.  He said cooperation and the 
atmosphere of “no surprises” outlined during the panel discussion did not seem to be 
working as well as portrayed. Lawn spoke specifically of the dismissal of SERVS 
Director Mike Meadors, which occurred right after the panel discussion and which 
came as a “shock” the way it happened. 
  
Cathy Hart introduced Chris Beck of Agnew Beck & Associates working with the U.S. 
Forest Service and the National Wildlife Federation on the Prince William Sound Stories 
and Prince William Sound Trails projects.  He distributed information on these 
projects.  He stated that both projects are based on the premise that the use of Prince 
William Sound for recreation was destined to grow and these projects were centered on 
the same basic goals of trying to gather and share information about the area, its 
natural resources, its human history, and ideas about how to preserve and protect 
those resources.  The U.S. Forest Service is sponsoring the project.  His firm has been 
hired to coordinate the outreach in partnership with Alaska Geographic.  The eventual 
project will be a website that will provide access to stories in various formats.  He 
detailed how the project is gathering the information and how others can provide that 
information via the Internet.  He said the Marine Trail Project is being sponsored by the 
Alaska State Parks and the National Wildlife Federation with the goal of establishing 
and defining a route for small boats, kayaks, and sail craft between the communities of 
the Sound.   
 
In follow up to Beck’s comments, Stan Stephens commented that while industry and 
PWSRCAC are concerned with water pollution, no one seems to be concerned with the 
impact that the recreational boaters, the commercial fishermen, or the fish tenders 
have in Prince William Sound.  He said this issue needed to be addressed, as well as 
educating the public users of the Sound in general.  Sheri Buretta said there needed to 
be a balance between drawing people to the Sound for recreation and educating them 
about the Native lands and culturally sensitive sites, trespassing on private lands and 
keeping the Sound free of garbage.  Beck agreed and said that the project looked 
forward to working with the Native communities and other private landowners on 
these issues. 
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Mike Meadors, former Director of SERVS, addressed the Council, thanking PWSRCAC 
for its support over the past four years.  Faulkner presented Meadors with a framed 
print as a farewell gift of thanks from the Council for his dedication to protecting 
Prince William Sound.  Stephens commended Meadors for doing an excellent job at 
SERVS and said he was concerned with the corporate culture that lets good personnel 
go who have been open and good at their job. 
 
Trent Dobson, CIRCAC, announced that the next meeting of the CIRCAC would be held 
May 29, 2009, in Kenai, and the main topic of discussion would be the Drift River 
Terminal.  He welcomed PWSRCAC personnel to attend that meeting.   
 
Bob Shavelson, Executive Director of the Cook Inlet Keeper, addressed the Council 
regarding issues of concern relating to the oil storage facility at the Drift River 
Terminal during the recent eruptions of Mount Redoubt. He expressed concern that the 
response by ADEC to the dangers posed by the lahars to the storage facility was the 
most significant breakdown in oil response since the Exxon Valdez spill.  He stated 
that there was no evidence of sufficient response equipment available at the facility 
and no actionable plan.  He encouraged PWSRCAC to take a look at this and 
encouraged PWSRCAC personnel to attend CIRCAC’s May meeting.  Stephens urged the 
Board to back CIRCAC on these issues. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS & ACTIVITY REPORTS FROM PWSRCAC COMMITTEES 
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC): 
Moore reported that Dick Tremaine had resigned from the committee.  She reported 
that Lisa Ka’aihue and Roger Green had attended an international conference on non-
indigenous species in Montreal.  The next committee meeting was scheduled for May 
20, 2009. 
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING COMMITTEE (TOEM): 
Bob Benda reported that the TOEM Committee had been monitoring two major issues 
since the last Board meeting: trying to ascertain the properties of Alaska North Slope 
(ANS) crude oil; and the firefighting capacities in Port Valdez.  Benda explained that 
Valdez Fire Chief, George Keeney, would be giving a presentation to the Board the 
following day on the firefighting issue.  Dan Lawn commented that Alyeska would have 
the chemical composition of ANS crude and in the interest of cooperation they should 
provide it.  Benda agreed that the information was crucial to response strategies and 
that the committee would continue to pursue the issue. 
 
OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE COMMITTEE (OSPR): 
French briefly discussed OSPR’s interest in receiving the properties of ANS crude oil 
and that it was particularly important to know what changes had occurred in the 
chemical composition of the oil over time.  He outlined the items in which the OSPR 
Committee had an interest that would come before the Board at this meeting.  
 
PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS COMMITTEE (POVTS): 
Bob Jaynes stated that the POVTS Committee had met four times since the January 
Board meeting and the committee’s main focus had been on the retention of the Prince 
William Sound tanker escort system.  He said there were other issues going on within 
the escort system that the committee was interested in, i.e., retention of personnel, 
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operation of the tugs, and the RFPs for the ETTs and PRTs.  Jaynes also briefly 
reviewed the other projects that the committee was working on, including human 
factors, the ice detection radar, corrosion in the double hull tankers, the budget issues 
relating to the fire fighting symposium, and the fire-fighting vessel issues in Port 
Valdez.  
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC): 
Faulkner updated the Board on the recent activities of the committee, including the 20th 
anniversary of the EVOS spill events. Walt Parker thanked Linda Robinson and Amanda 
Johnson for their assistance to his program during the 20th anniversary events.   
 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (LAC): 
Velsko thanked everyone who helped get the resolution for the continuation of the 
double escort system passed in the State Legislature.  He noted that it passed as 
written with no amendments or mention of the need for a risk assessment.   
 
He noted that House Bill 12, regarding invasive species, had not made it through this 
year’s session but was well poised for next year’s session. 
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORT: 
 
SERVS Report:  
Peter Andersen, SERVS Acting Director, gave a brief update on SERVS first quarter 
activities. 
 
He said SERVS struggled in the first quarter on safety performance with two recordable 
injuries as of 3/31/09, and one recordable spill to water of approximately one 
teaspoonful.  He noted that he had been promoted to the Director’s role, taking Mike 
Meadors’ place. 
 
He reported that SERVS had participated in Phase I of the Conoco Phillips area drill.  It 
was a table top drill that resulted in an action plan that would be put into action in 
Phase II of the drill on May 19-20, 2009, and would include a field exercise as well as 
additional table top exercise. 
 
The Spring 2009 fishing vessel training was completed, but the Whittier component 
was canceled due to the rock slide that prevented access to Whittier.   
 
He stated that SERVS completed its 11,000th escort in January. 
 
Lewis questioned the canceling of the fishing vessel training in Whittier caused by the 
road closure and what impact that would have on response planning.  Andersen stated 
that it did have an impact to the logistics for the fishing vessel training, but it was 
minimal to any need for response and ramping up the Whittier response base because 
SERVS could get access to Whittier from its vessels and barges in other ports.  
 
French noted he had similar concerns about access for response to Seward because of 
road conditions at the present time.  Andersen said that again he believed the impact 
would be minimal because Seward could be accessed from the waterside. 
 
Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) Report: 
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Barry Roberts, Alyeska Liaison, gave the report on the Valdez Marine Terminal 
activities in the absence of VMT Manager Kathy Zinn. 
 
He reported that Alyeska had received the 2008 American Petroleum Institute’s (API) 
Distinguished Operator Award for large operators.  He said it recognizes Alyeska’s 
efforts in community outreach, public safety, environmental and safety performance, 
integrity management, and use of technology and is the industry’s highest award and 
is only awarded to one operator each year.  He said Alyeska was very proud of this 
award.   
 
Roberts reported there were no safety recordables at the VMT during the first quarter 
of the year and no spills to report.   
 
On the biological treatment tank replacement at the Ballast Water Treatment Facility 
(BWTF), Roberts reported that a pre-start up safety review had identified some areas 
that needed to be explored further and this had delayed the startup that was planned 
for the end of that week.  Another safety review was scheduled for the following week 
and it was hoped that the plant would be fully operational within a few weeks.  He said 
there was a lot of training being conducted for the new system, and was moving along 
on schedule. 
 
As to the crude tanks, Roberts stated that Tanks 4 and 6 would be inspected during 
2009 and they would finish the exterior coatings on Tanks 8 and 9.   He said the tank 
work was scheduled to start in June.  Roberts reported that Alyeska had received ADEC 
approval to extend inspection of Tanks 9 and 11 by two years, but Tank 9 would be 
moved up to 2010 to take advantage of the planned work on Tank 10.  He said it was 
safer and more efficient to do it that way.   
 
On secondary containment in the dike areas, Roberts reported that repairs were 
completed under Phase one and the manholes subsequently met their leak test 
requirements. He noted that these were only temporary repairs and that permanent 
repairs would be done in 2009 to all 18 manholes. 
 
Lewis congratulated Alyeska on receiving the much sought-after API Award for which 
there would have been serious competition within the industry and which recognized a 
superior level of performance at Alyeska. Lewis asked Alyeska to work a little harder 
on improving communication with PWSRCAC.  He noted that the last three Joint 
PWSRCAC/Alyeska meetings had been missed, one canceled by PWSRCAC and the 
other two by Alyeska.  He said PWSRCAC had important issues to discuss and asked 
Roberts to carry the concern back to the executive level and see if the joint executives’ 
meetings could get back on schedule. 
 
Jaynes thanked Alyeska for its excellent tour of the Valdez Marine Terminal the 
previous day.  Stephens and Malutin reiterated Jaynes’ comments about the tour.    
 
Recess: 2:35 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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OPENING COMMENTS – EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
 
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR) 
Scott Pexton thanked PWSRCAC for a copy of the Oil Spill book.  He said he had read it 
and had encouraged members of his staff to read it as well.  
 
He said that the JPO newsletters had been reinstated and would be distributed twice 
monthly, as well as accessed via the JPO website.  He also announced that a request for 
proposals regarding coastal impacts had been released.  The deadline is June 15, 2009, 
and a copy of the RFP was also on the JPO website.  
 
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC) 
Ron Doyle clarified that EPA was not going to take away funding from ADEC for NPDES 
primacy.  He said the NPDES primacy was going well and EPA was overseeing the 
process.  
 
Doyle reported that Alyeska was moving to a more mechanical facility in the 
reconfiguration of the BWTF.   A thermal oxidizer will replace the DAF cell process to 
remove the gases and this will eliminate air emissions.  He said that means that the 
BWT will be monitored under the air quality permit along with the NPDES permit for 
the discharge into the water.  He explained that the current permit would expire in 
June 2009 and it was his understanding that EPA would initiate the renewal of that 
permit and will take that permit through to final issuance. He anticipated that it would 
occur at the same time that ADEC receives primacy for the oil end of the NPDES 
program.   
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM) 
Joe Hughes thanked the Council for the copy of the Oil Spill book he received.  He also 
announced that the JPO would be moving its Anchorage office in mid-summer.   He 
discussed BLM’s involvement in the BWTF process.  He reported that BLM/JPO had 
recently reviewed its process safety meeting.  He commended Alyeska in the way it 
handled the problems as they were identified in that meeting in that they made the 
decision to delay the project and fix all the problems rather than complete the fixes 
piecemeal and after the fact.   
 
Another project that JPO will be monitoring during the summer will be the upcoming 
manhole cover project.   
 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG):  
CDR Darryl Verfaillie reported that the USCG had been focusing on seasonal fishing 
vessel changes.  He also thanked the Council for his copy of the Oil Spill book.  He 
announced that Executive Officer CDR Matt Jones would be leaving the following 
month, and LCDR Erin Williams would replace him.  
 
Verfaillie noted that there would be a monthly stakeholder breakfast the second 
Tuesday of each month to which PWSRCAC was invited to attend and participate.  
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI): 
Nancy Bird reported for OSRI in the absence of Scott Pegau, OSRI’s Research Program 
Director.  She outlined an upcoming experiment that OSRI would be undertaking using 
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drifter buoys to measure currents, etc. Valdez will be the base of the operations in the 
early days of the experiment. More information will be available at www.aoos.org.  
 
 OPENING COMMENTS – TAPS SHIPPERS AND OWNER COMPANIES: 
 
POLAR TANKERS 
Monty Morgan reported on the details of the area drill to be held May 20-21, 2009.  He 
said that Polar worked the first part of this drill with Alyeska on May 4, 2009. 
 
Operationally, the Polar Enterprise will be out of service for about a month for regular 
inspections. Following that, the Polar Adventure will go to her shipyard in Singapore 
and will probably return to service in September.  He stated that Conoco Phillips had 
chartered the Seabulk Pride to alleviate the pressure on the system because of all the 
tankers that will be out of service.  He said that Polar Tankers had taken the Seabulk 
Pride under its c-plan in Alaskan waters and is the responsible party for anything that 
happens with the vessel in Alaskan waters. 
 
He said that Polar had attempted a joint training at AVTEC with the South West Alaska 
Pilots Association (SWAPA) pilots, but due to Mt. Redoubt eruptions, the training was 
postponed until the fall. 
 
At Steve Lewis’ request, Morgan gave a brief overview of the Seabulk Pride’s 
specifications.  He noted that she was one of the first OPA 90 new builds.   
 
Morgan thanked the Council for the copy of the Oil Spill book. 
 
SEARIVER MARITIME: 
Tom Blanchard, Area Manager for SeaRiver Maritime, introduced Carolyn Oxsen, 
SeaRiver’s Chief Mate, who was on a temporary assignment to Valdez on a rotational 
basis for 60-days each rotation.   
 
Blanchard reported that both the SeaRiver Sierra and SeaRiver Kodiak had been 
transiting Prince William Sound on a regular basis.  Blanchard gave a brief overview of 
the discovery of a small crack on the deck of the Baytown just after she rejoined the 
TAPS trade in March and how SeaRiver handled the repair.   
 
Blanchard briefly discussed the upcoming sunset date for single-hull tankers and 
promised to keep the Council updated on SeaRiver’s plan to deal with this issue. 
 
Blanchard announced that SeaRiver would again sponsor a trip to the Tatitlek Heritage 
Festival on May 15.  Limited seats were available. 
 
Lewis said he had a soft spot for the Baytown, and a high respect for the officers and 
crew of that ship, but the Baytown is showing her age and he asked Blanchard to take 
back a request to SeaRiver upper management that it should seriously consider 
replacing this ship.   
 
BP 
Jeff Johnson acknowledged Stan Stephens’ reappointment to the Board and said he was 
very happy to see him back on the Council. He commended PWSRCAC on the 20th 
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anniversary EVOS events and said that they brought a lot of good discussion to the 
table.       
 
He noted that 2009 would be BP’s 50th year in Alaska, the company now being 100 
years old.  
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC): 
Anil Mathur reported that ATC had recently conducted its annual review, and that Joel 
Kennedy of PWSRCAC staff had attended this review.  He thanked PWSRCAC for 
including him in the panel discussion of the 20th anniversary EVOS spill. 
 
He reported that it had been six years since a spill to water in the ATC fleet.  He said 
that the Alaskan Frontier was currently in dry-dock for scheduled repair and then the 
Alaskan Explorer  would do the same. 
 
Tom Colby reported briefly on upcoming activities being conducted by ATC such as 
simulator training on tractor tugs at Pacific Maritime Institute in Puget Sound.   
 
He commended Mike Meadors for his service as SERVS Director.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE BOARD  
Faulkner gave a review of meetings and events she had attended since the January 
meeting, including an introductory visit to Alaska’s congressional delegation in 
Washington, DC., Executive Committee meetings, LAC meetings and meetings on c-
plans. 
 
ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT TO THE BOARD (2-1) 
Schantz provided a written report included as Item 2-1 in the meeting notebook.  She 
explained that she had been in the Acting Executive Director role for close to 11 weeks 
and that it was difficult to do this “acting” role, as well as the Director of Programs 
position.  She thanked staff for their support during this time. 
 
In supplement to her written report, Schantz pointed out the letter and message from 
Admiral Brooks in conjunction with PWSRCAC’s recertification in which he urged 
PWSRCAC to “foster productive long-term partnerships with industry and government 
agencies”.  A copy of the letter was previously circulated to the Board.    
 
She recognized the Board efforts on the resolution passed by the Legislature on the 
escort system, and particularly the work done by John Velsko.  She also recognized 
Lewis and Faulkner for their 10 years with the organization and presented each with a 
commemorative clock.  She thanked the Board for its continued support and  
confidence.  
 
Stan Stephens stated that Schantz had done a wonderful service for the organization 
and he greatly appreciated her dedication.  Walt Parker thanked Schantz for the great 
job she had done during this interim period.  He asked about the prevention credit 
task force and why it had never got off the ground.  Parker said it would be a good idea 
to continue to pursue it.   
 
Malutin expressed concern that Donna would become burned out doing both jobs but 
thanked her for doing a wonderful job.   
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FY2010 BUDGET APPROVAL 
(A copy of the proposed budget was provided prior to the meeting and the Board met 
the earlier in the day for a budget workshop.) 
 
Hart moved to approve the FY2010 budget as presented.  Johnson seconded. 
Discussion followed.   
 
Lewis moved to amend the budget to remove Project #3510 and to transfer the 
amount of $56,583 to the contingency fund.  Parker seconded.  Discussion continued.   
Lewis said he was not proposing to end radio campaigns, but rather refocus these 
efforts.  He noted the expenses the organization would be facing in the next three to 
six months and expressed concern that the proposed contingency fund might be not 
be sufficient.  He suggested the IEC look into this project and other options for 
outreach and report after the end of the current budget cycle. Parker supported the 
amendment, stating that he had talked with staff and other Board members regarding 
the proposed change, and could not find any support for keeping this item in the 
budget. 
 
The amendment passed with unanimous consent.  
 
Johnson questioned if the organization was already obligated to conduct the public 
opinion poll.   
 
Johnson moved to remove the annual public opinion survey from Project #3100, and 
transferring the funds totaling $12,000 to the contingency fund.  French seconded.   
(Johnson clarified that the intent of the motion was to defer this project to another fiscal 
year.)    
 
The amendment was restated by the Chair: 
To defer a $12,000 annual public opinion poll from Project #3100 and to transfer 
those funds to the contingency fund account.  
 
The amendment passed by unanimous consent. 
 
Johnson asked that the fishing vessel review and response gap projects continue to be 
looked into. 
 
Clarification of Lewis’ amendment:  Lewis was asked to clarify whether his intent was 
to remove the project or defer it to another fiscal year.  Lewis stated that his intent was 
to delete the word “radio,” and instead substitute “recruitment and education” and 
send it back to the IEC to work so that these efforts can be better directed.  The 
consensus was that the approved amendment was broad enough to cover this intent.  
(No further action was taken on this amendment.) 
 
French moved to defer Project #7580/night time operations, transferring the funds 
totaling $30,000 back to the contingency fund.  Hart seconded.  Hearing no objection, 
the amendment passed by unanimous consent.  
 
The FY 2010 budget was approved, as amended, by unanimous consent.  
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(Expenses, as amended = $3,252,965; Contingency fund, as amended = $127,565. Total 
budget, as amended = $3,380,530.) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6) 
Johnson moved to approve the consent agenda.  Allen seconded.  
Lewis pulled Item 3-3 and placed it under Item O on Friday’s agenda for discussion 
and consideration.  
 
The following items remained on the consent agenda: 
 

3-1 Long Term Environmental Monitoring Program 2005/2006 Annual 
Report Approval 

• Approval of the LTEMP report titled “Final 2005-2006 LTEMP Oil Monitoring 
Report Restoration Project 050763” as meeting the terms of the contract. 
 
3-2 Long Term Environmental Monitoring Program Review Report 
Approval 

• Approval of the LTEMP Review Report titled “Prince William Sound RCAC 
Long Term Environmental Monitoring Program Review, October 2007” as 
meeting the terms of the contract. 
 
3-4 State Lobbying by PWSRCAC Board Members Policy Approval 

• Approval of a policy as follows: 
PWSRCAC will pay a $25 stipend once per calendar year to each board 
member who is reimbursed for expenses associated with performing state 
lobbying services on behalf of PWSRCAC. 
 

3-5 Resolution Designating PWSRCAC Check Signers 
• Adoption of the resolutions provided by First National Bank Alaska to update 

signers on PWSRCAC’s three accounts. 
 
3-6 Oil Spill Simulations Materials Review 

• Approval of the report titled “Oil Spill Simulation Materials Review” by 
Science Applications International Corporation. 

 
The consent agenda was approved, as amended. 
 
 
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Faulkner opened the floor to nominations for officers and members-at-large to the 
Executive Committee. 
 
For the office of President: 

Heddell nominated Patience Andersen Faulkner. 
Parker nominated Steve Lewis. 

 
For the office of Vice President: 

Bird nominated Blake Johnson.  Johnson declined. 
Bird nominated Walt Parker. 
Bird nominated Stan Stephens. 
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For the office of Secretary: 
Bird nominated Marilynn Heddell. 
Bird nominated John French.  French declined.  
Johnson nominated Nancy Bird. Bird declined. 
Hart nominated Patrick Duffy. 
Lewis nominated Cathy Hart. 

 
For the office of Treasurer: 

Bird nominated Sheri Buretta.  
Miller nominated Pat Duffy. 

 
For the three Members- at- Large seats to the Executive Committee:  

Bird nominated Thane Miller. 
Bird nominated Cathy Hart. 
Bird nominated Dorothy Moore. 
Bird nominated John Velsko. 
Lewis nominated Blake Johnson. 
French nominated Jane Eisemann. 

 
Faulkner declared nominations closed and announced that the election would be held 
the following day (Friday, May 8, 2009), in accordance with the Board’s past practice.  
 
Lewis then addressed the group, noting his past 10 years on the Board and 
accomplishments during that time.  He stated that the organization had serious work 
to do on some internal issues and felt he could help with those changes and would 
appreciate the group’s support.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS ITEM 4-2 COMMITTEE MEMBER APPOINTMENTS 
AND PERSONNEL MATTERS 
Duffy moved to go into executive session to discuss committee member 
appointments and personnel matters.  Miller seconded.  The Board went into Executive 
Session at 4:52pm.  
 
Recess 
The open session recessed at 6:10pm. 
 
 
 
Friday, May 8, 2009 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER 
President Faulkner called the meeting back to order on Friday, May 8, 2009, at 9:10 
a.m. A roll call was taken.  There were 16 directors present at the time of the roll call: 
Allen, Bird, Burch, Buretta, Duffy, Faulkner, French, Hart, Johnson, Lewis, Malutin, 
Miller, Moore, Parker, Stephens and Velsko.  
 
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Faulkner stated that the Board had discussed committee member appointments and 
certain personnel matters in executive session and was now ready to report and take 
certain actions:   
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COMMITTEE MEMBER APPOINTMENTS (4-2) 
 

French moved and Moore seconded to approve the appointment of the following 
applicants to PWSRCAC standing committees for two year terms, as presented in 
the briefing sheet.   
 
Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) 

Roger Green 
John Kennish 
Debasmita Mirsa 
Mark Udevitz 
Directors on SAC: French and Moore 

 
Terminal Operations & Environmental Monitoring Committee (TOEM) 

Janice Weigers 
Directors on TOEM: Bird 
 

Oil Spill Prevention & Response Committee (OSPR) 
Bob Flint 
Joe Jabas 
John LeClair 
Gordon Scott 
Directors on OSPR: French, Parker and Velsko 
 

Port Operations & Vessel Traffic Systems (POVTS) 
Duane Beland 
Cliff Chambers 
Bill Conley 
Directors on POVTS: Duffy and Eisemann 
 

Information & Education Committee (IEC) 
Kate Alexander 
Directors on IEC: Faulkner, Bird, Eisemann, Hart and Moore. 
 
The motion passed as presented. 

 
RESIGNATION OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DEVENS 

 
Faulkner stated that the Board had considered and discussed certain personnel 
matters and the Executive Director’s annual performance review and was now ready 
to take action.   

 
Hart moved to accept the resignation of John Devens as Executive Director.  Miller 
seconded.  The motion passed by unanimous consent.  

(This concluded the report on the executive session.) 
 
VALDEZ NARROWS AND ARM NAVIGATION (4-3) 
Project Manager Joel Kennedy updated the Board on its effort to have the USCG extend 
the existing one-way zone in Valdez Narrows to one nautical mile south of Buoy 9 in 
Valdez Arm.  Kennedy reported that the USCG had responded to PWSRCAC in a letter 
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dated 11/26/08 (Attachment 4-3B) to the briefing sheet.  The POVTS Committee had 
been briefed and recommended to the Board that PWSRCAC’s efforts in this regard be 
suspended in light of the USCG response and the voluntary risk mitigation measures 
taken by the TAPS shippers and SERVS that included extension of the one-way traffic 
from the Narrows to Buoy 9.  The committee believed its attention would be better 
focused on better weather and data collection capability in the Valdez Narrows and 
Arm. 
 
Velsko moved to suspend efforts to initiate a one-way zone at this time. Miller 
seconded. 
 
Stephens spoke against the motion and gave an example of a winter scenario showing 
the need for a one-way separation zone.  
 
Schantz explained that this issue was discussed at the Valdez Marine Safety Committee 
meetings, when CDR Gifford was COPT.  Gifford had stated that he would be 
introducing language to amend the VERP to address this issue by allowing laden 
tankers to use a one-way zone for the Valdez Narrows in the winter months.  
 
French asked the POVTS Committee chair to give his opinion and said he would 
support the motion if the committee chair was in favor of suspending the effort.  
POVTS chair Jaynes explained that the committee felt as though its hands were tied, 
but could not move further, so it had voted unanimously to suspend these efforts.  
 
ATC’s Colby explained that Verfaillie recently closed the transit zone due to ice and 
fog, and that CDR Verfaillie believes that is the best way to handle these situations on 
a case-by-case basis.   
 
(CDR Verfaillie was absent for the foregoing portion of the discussion of this agenda 
item.) 
 
Joe Hughes announced that CDR Verfaillie would be arriving shortly. 
 
Allen noted that fishermen set nets and fish in the Narrows and it is a dangerous 
problem but something that was difficult to control. 
  
Lewis expressed concern about leaving this important issue to a discretionary call, 
particularly with constantly rotating USCG staff, and the potential for the priorities of 
commerce to override safety. 
 
(CDR Verfaillie arrived.) 
 
Stephens said he did not want to abandon this effort. He said he would like to discuss 
this further with CDR Verfaillie, and see if PWSRCAC should possibly take a different 
position.  
 
Velsko stated that if the project manager (Kennedy) says there is really nothing more 
that can be done by PWSRCAC about this, and the committee as well, then the Board 
should accept their recommendations and suspend committee and staff resources on 
the issue.  
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CDR Verfaillie assured the Board that the officers in the VTC were senior officers and 
that they did not make calls on one-way zones day or night.  They make suggestions/ 
professional opinion, but the decision is ultimately up to Verfaillie.  He believes the 
proposed one-way is a good suggestion but would make things worse and would “limit 
his authority in the zone” and he could not have that.  He said he respected the views 
of PWSRCAC and was open to dialog with the organization, but would resist any 
efforts to weaken the system, albeit for good intent. 
 
Johnson moved to amend the motion that PWSRCAC continue to work towards 
obtaining a one-way zone in the Narrows during the winter months.  Moore seconded.  
Discussion continued.  Al Burch was in favor of postponing action and allowing Stan 
Stephens to pursue discussions with CDR Verfaillie.  Miller stated that he did not see 
the reason for two-way tanker traffic in the Narrows and would also prefer to postpone 
until the Board could consider this further.  
 
Miller moved to postpone this item until the September meeting.  Bird seconded.  The 
motion passed. 
 
Kennedy suggested that PWSRCAC invite the USCG to give a presentation on the Prince 
William Sound operating area and the VTC operating procedures, including the special 
operating area.  
 
French asked CDR Verfaillie to provide a breakdown of VTS personnel and their 
experience.  CDR Verfaillie countered that PWSRCAC is an oversight committee and he 
did not see the need for the Board to vet USCG staff.  He said he would think about the 
request.  Kennedy also weighed in on French’s request for this information and said he 
understood CDR Verfaillie’s reluctance and the fact that the watch supervisor is 
ultimately in charge and are senior people who have worked in waterways management 
for the majority of their career.  Training requirements are above and beyond what the 
VTC’s are required to attend and pass.  French said he was not questioning the quality 
and training of the personnel, but rather the question was specific to their knowledge 
of the VTC in Prince William Sound and the extent of local knowledge to this VTC.  
 
Lewis also pointed out that under OPA 90, part of PWSRCAC’s mandate is to “observe 
and verify” and that the charge was not limited to industry  but also regulatory 
agencies, both state and federal.  Lewis considered the inquiry appropriate and 
justifiable.   
 
RESULTS OF ELECTION 
Ballots were distributed for the election of officers and the three member-at-large seats 
on the Executive Committee.  Ballots were collected and tallied by staff and Nancy Bird. 
 
Faulkner announced the results of the election as follows: 
 
 President:  Stephen Lewis 
 Vice President: Walt Parker 
 Secretary:  Cathy Hart 
 Treasurer  Sheri Buretta  
 Members-at-large: Jane Eisemann, Blake Johnson and Dorothy Moore 
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Faulkner passed the gavel to the newly-elected President, Steve Lewis, who chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
Recess 10:25 a.m. -10:40 a.m. 
 
Lewis thanked Patience Andersen Faulkner, John French and Marilynn Heddell for their 
service as officers on the Executive Committee for the past year, and reminded all 
Board members that they were welcome to attend these meetings, not just Executive 
Committee members, and encouraged their attendance.  
 
LONG TERM ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING PROGRAM FY2010 CONTRACT 
APPROVAL (4-4) 
Project Manager Joe Banta presented an update on the Long-Term Environmental 
Monitoring Program (LTEMP) and requested Board approval of the FY2010 contractor 
selection and contract and authority for the Executive Committee to approve a contract 
for analytical laboratory services. 
 
Johnson moved to direct staff to negotiate a five-year contract with PECI to perform 
work (except the analytical laboratory services) under LTEMP at an amount not to 
exceed $270,164, and to delegate authority to the Executive Committee to enter into a 
contract for analytical laboratory services.  Stephens seconded.  
 
Stephens stated that the LTEMP project had been a good program and was happy to 
see that Prince William Sound was on the road to recovery.  Additionally, Stephens said 
he would like to see the bottom of the port tested for environmental quality, especially 
as so many people in Valdez eat the seafood they catch there.   
 
French noted that PWSRCAC is required by OPA 90 to conduct long-term 
environmental monitoring and that it was very important not to interrupt the data 
sets.  He also noted that this recommendation to reduce the size of the project was not 
necessarily a permanent reduction but rather a better way to determine what needs to 
be detected.  
  
Bird asked regarding the five year contract, but only approval of one year of funds.   
Banta explained that the total contract for all five years would be $271,164 of which 
the amount for FY2010 would be $78,745 for PECI only, not the analytical laboratory 
process.  The analytical process would be a separate amount and was covered in the 
FY2010 budget and work plan and would be approximately $20,000.  
 
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
VETERAN CLASS TANKER PRESENTATION BY TESORO MARITIME 
Tim Plummer, President of Tesoro Maritime, gave a presentation to the Council on its 
Veteran Class tankers.  
 
Eric Smith, Vice President of OSG, gave a presentation to the Council on its vessels 
worldwide.  
 
APPROVAL OF PWSRCAC’S INCIDENT RESPONSE PLAN & PRESENTATION ON DRILL 
WEBSITE (4-5) 
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Project Manager Dan Gilson gave an update on the significant revisions to PWSRCAC’s 
incident response plan, including the acknowledgment that most of PWSRCAC’s  
central operations would be based out of its Valdez office, with satellite operations in 
the field, VEOC, and in Anchorage.  Gilson added that the updated plan was still a work 
in progress, and that the next task would be to create job aides for each response 
position and to obtain memorandums of understanding (MOUs) with needed 
contractors in a response.  
 
Gilson then made a presentation on PWSRCAC’s new drill monitoring Weblog, a tool 
PWSRCAC will use to share and receive information in the event of a spill or other 
incident.  He said staff hoped to finish the weblog in time for the May 20th Conoco 
Phillips’ drill. 
 
Hart commended Gilson on the work completed so far on the revised incident 
response plan. Lewis recommended that every Board member take ICS training so that 
the plan and related documents would become more familiar to them and they would 
have a better understanding of the role of PWSRCAC staff.  He asked the Board to 
support ICS training for all PWSRCAC staff.  French agreed that ICS and initial 
responder training were essential for staff and important for the Board and volunteers 
as well. 
 
Moore moved to approve PWSRCAC’s Incident Response Plan as presented, with the 
understanding that it is a living document.  Hart seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
UPDATE ON THE ALASKA REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM PROCESS (4-6) 
Linda Swiss updated the Board on the history of the Alaska Regional Response Team 
(ARRT) and PWSRCAC’s involvement with this group.   
 
French suggested that the project team put together a presentation to the Board on the 
Unified Plan and the differences in the federal and state systems.  Lewis, noting the 
complexities of the process, suggested that staff put together a “tutorial” for the Board 
to read before the September meeting and then discuss again at that meeting.   
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
Lunch Recess: 12:05pm – 1:00pm 
 
PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND ESCORT SYSTEM (4-7) 
Joel Kennedy gave a presentation on efforts to promote the long-term maintenance of 
the current dual tug escort system for all laden TAPS tankers transiting Prince William 
Sound.  Kennedy explained that as a result of PWSRCAC efforts the Alaska Legislature 
had passed resolutions in both the House and the Senate to continue the current 
system, and that sentiment had been forwarded to Governor Palin for signature in the 
form of Legislative Resolution No. 5. The LAC was now also exploring all the federal 
options available.  Kennedy reported that one of the options being presented to the 
Board was the drafting, publishing and distributing of a briefing booklet to educate all 
parties in the escort system on the importance of the preservation of the current 
system.  A rough draft of this booklet was expected from the contractor within a 
relatively short period of time.   
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The Board entered into a brief discussion of whether it was likely the Governor would 
sign the legislative resolution and also whether there was any similar effort going on at 
the federal level in Washington DC.   Schantz said it was her understanding that the 
Governor could not veto the resolution, but she did not know what the process would 
be if the Governor simply refused to sign it.  She added that the Governor had sent a 
letter to Alaska’s congressional delegation supporting continuation of the current 
escort system and that would seem to indicate she would sign it.  Stan Jones reported 
he had been in contact with Roy Jones in Washington DC in recent days but was unsure 
if language had actually been introduced at the federal level at that time or whether it 
was still being finalized.  He said he and Schantz had a teleconference meeting later in 
the day with Roy Jones about the status.  Stan Jones also stated that Governor Palin’s 
letter of support could prove to be very valuable to PWSRCAC’s efforts on the escort 
issues if the congressional vote is close, because of her present popular status within 
the Republican Party. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
VALDEZ DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION BY FIREFIGHTING IN PORT VALDEZ (4-8) 
Chief George Keeney of the City of Valdez Fire Department gave a presentation on the 
city’s fire protection assets and on the response the department made to the Valdez 
Petro Star Terminal fire on December 28, 2008.   
 
He emphasized that successes were in part due to the cooperation and working 
relationships of the Valdez Fire Department, the Alyeska Fire Department and the 
Petro Star Fire Department.   
(This was an information-only item.) 
  
SERVS FISHING VESSEL READINESS REVIEW PROJECT (4-9) 
Project Manager Gilson presented an informational report to the Board on a project to 
verify the response readiness of the SERVS fishing vessel fleet.  He said that the report 
from the contractor came in too late to be vetted by the OSPR Committee for this 
meeting, but once the committee and staff had conducted its review, the finalized 
report would be submitted to the Executive Committee for approval.   
 
Johnson thanked Alyeska/SERVS for providing the information to make the calls and 
said he was impressed that there were that many vessels available.  He said it also 
troubled him that there may be an amendment forthcoming to the c-plan to make it fit 
the number of vessels that could respond.  Gilson explained that in the c-plan it simply 
listed the number of vessels on contract, but there was a need to identify how many 
were actually needed and for what activities.   
 
SERVS’ Gail Colby said it was a cooperative group that put all the tactics together and 
went through a year-long process to identify what needed to be done, and how many 
vessels and the number of personnel needed.  She said it did not reduce the response 
but rather quantified it.  Robertson said he had worked on the Personnel Work Group 
and their task had been to identify the number of people to respond to scenario 809 
not the number of vessels.  French added that one concern of OSPR is that some boats 
are more appropriate for certain tasks, which was not the scope of this particular 
project.   
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Colby added that French was correct, but during a response/drill, the Fishing Vessel 
Administrator (FVA) calls each fishing vessel captain and gives the information to 
Operations. Then Operations assigns the vessels based on their availability.   
 
Robertson said that it would be of value to walk through the tactics manual and try to 
identify and assign vessels to different scenarios.  Velsko said this report was an 
important first step and it would be helpful to do this review every two to three years.  
 
John Kotula reported that ADEC had also recently conducted an audit in March.  He 
said ADEC keeps a tight control on the number of fishing vessels and it does stay close 
to the line, but on the right side.  He said one issue that bothered him was that this 
audit was done back in February and it indicated that there may have been a 
compliance issue.  He emphasized that ADEC should have been notified immediately.  
He said it was a very serious event because the fishing vessels are the backbone of 
SERVS’s response.  He said if there is an indication that action needs to be taken, ADEC 
should be informed immediately, and generally he would like to see the 
communications between PWSRCAC and his department increased. 
  
Colby addressed the way the survey was conducted.  She said a lot of people did not 
answer phones, and there were wrong numbers in the database.  She pointed out that 
this is not always how the contact is made at the local level.  The local FVAs make the 
call – and they are sometimes in person.  If the local FVAs had made the contact during 
this audit, the response numbers would have been better.  Lewis agreed, although he 
believed the exercise was very valid.  He said he hoped in the future that the call out 
process would be revised.  
 
Malutin urged SERVS to provide fishing vessel response education for the people in the 
Kodiak coastal communities.  
 
French commented that a good faith effort was made to involve SERVS in the sharing 
of the design of this fishing vessel project but they chose not to give PWSRCAC a lot of 
input.  He also asked Kotula how he would like PWSRCAC to improve communications 
with his staff. Kotula responded that when an issue comes up that has the potential to 
adversely affect response to an oil spill he urged PWSRCAC to pick up the phone or 
visit his office in person.   
 
Miller admitted being critical of the fishing vessel program in the past but noted that 
the quality in the training had improved immensely. 
 
Colby thanked PWSRCAC for conducting the survey.  She said that SERVS has seen a 
decline in the numbers.  She noted that the fishing vessel database is a tracking tool, 
not a notification tool.  She apologized for not knowing that there may have been 
alternative contact information out there and that possibly by involving the local FVA’s 
it would have alleviated these issues.  She emphasized that it is a voluntary fleet.  They 
contract with SERVS because they want to do so, and the database is simply a tracking 
tool and it only tracks active contracts.   
 
(Buretta left the meeting at 2:15 p.m.) 
 
Allen said the best part about the fishing vessel training was that it keeps the worker’s 
HAZWOPER training current.  
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LONG RANGE PLANNING (4-10) 
Donna Schantz explained the need to appoint a Long-Range Planning Committee earlier 
than the September meeting in order to have more time to do project planning. 
 
Johnson moved to appoint Hart, Allen, Miller, Parker and the five committee chairs to 
the FY2011 –FY2015 Long Range Planning Committee.  Moore seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
ANNUAL SEATING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE (4-11) 
Burch moved to appoint Buretta (Treasurer), Bird, Duffy and Velsko to the Finance 
Committee.  Moore seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
AD HOC POLICY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS (4-12) 
Johnson moved to appoint Johnson, Moore, French, Lewis and Malutin to the ad hoc 
policy committee. Bird seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
POLICY REVISION: PURCHASE OF USED COMPUTERS (3-3) 
Ka’aihue introduced a recommendation for a revision to the existing computer policy 
to better define purchase of used computers and other equipment.  A briefing sheet 
outlining the issue and the revised policy language was included as Item 3-3.  Ka’aihue 
explained the history of the original policy and the intent that after three years it 
would be the responsibility of the Board member to keep a PWSRCAC-purchased 
computer updated and in good working order.   
 
Discussion followed the presentation.  Lewis was opposed to the revised policy, stating 
that if the equipment is not in good working order PWSRCAC should replace it with 
new equipment.  Ka’aihue further explained that if a computer was broken, PWSRCAC 
will replace it as it was not the intent to encumber the Board with the problem.   
 
Bird moved to modify Policy 513 as outlined in the briefing sheet as follows:  
 

Purchase of Used Computers: After three (3) years, the volunteer has the 
option to purchase computers and/or printers, which have been furnished to him 
or 
her. PWSRCAC shall maintain the ownership and maintenance of the computers 
and/or printers for the first three years; however, after three years the 
maintenance 
and upkeep on the computer and/or printer is the responsibility of the volunteer 
while it is in her/her possession. If volunteers wish to purchase computers, the 
price 
shall be established by the Financial Manager, referring to a commercially 
accepted 
computer appraisal system. Other surplus equipment may also be purchased by 
volunteers or staff if it has been determined by the Financial Manager to be of no 
use 
to PWSRCAC. The price for such surplus equipment shall be set in the in the same 
manner. The minimum age of computers, printers or other surplus equipment, 
which 
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may be purchased from PWSRCAC by volunteers or staff, shall be three years. 
 
Johnson seconded and the motion passed with one dissent (Lewis).   
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments. 
 
Lewis spoke of the extraordinary circumstances of the transition that had evolved over 
the last two months and was just resolved in the last two days.  He said he hoped to 
remove any ongoing uncertainty. He stated emphatically that organizationally Donna 
Schantz had been and would continue to be the Acting Executive Director and that she 
had the full authority of the Executive Director position.  Jennifer Fleming would 
continue as the Executive Assistant; Lisa Ka’aihue as the Director of Administration.  
He emphasized that all staff would remain in their position, with the exception of 
Schantz’s position as Director of Programs.  
 
He stated that the Board had not yet decided if there it would conduct an external 
recruitment or fill the Executive Director position internally as the Board had yet to 
develop its approach, but he again emphasized that Schantz remained at the helm of 
the organization as she had done for the previous two months or so.  He said it was his 
hope that the position would be filled in a timely fashion and within a few months.  He 
called for a meeting of the new Executive Committee the week of May 18, which would 
be a meeting with staff to develop a plan.  He asked for the Board’s indulgence of more 
authority, on a temporary basis, than is stated in the bylaws for that of the office of 
President in order to allow him to talk with people a little more directly regarding this 
process.   
 
Lewis thanked the staff for their continued support.  He assured that the Board would 
step up and do their job to fill the vacancies they are faced with.  He stated that any 
questions or concerns of staff should be directed to their supervisor or to contact him 
directly.  He noted that the group had spent almost six hours in executive session over 
the previous three days and found the process very rational and productive, perhaps 
the most in the last 10 years that he had been on the Board.  He thanked Faulkner for 
her two terms as President of the organization and that all thanks and appreciation 
expressed to her was well deserved. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 3:15pm.  
 
 
 
        
Secretary  
 


