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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – January 2010 
 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Stan Jones & Joel Kennedy 
 Project number and name or topic: 801 - Tanker Escorts, and  

270 - Legislative Affairs Update 
 
 
1. Description of agenda item:  Report on developments in Washington, D.C., 
regarding the federal escorts legislation, and on the outlook for the legislative session 
in Juneau, which started Jan. 19. On October 23, 2009, The Coast Guard Authorization 
bill (H.R. 3619) passed out of the House of Representatives and includes language that 
would require dual tug escorts for double hulled oil tankers in Prince William Sound. 
The bill is now set to go before the Senate. Roy Jones will provide an update on the 
escort legislation and Doug Mertz will provide a briefing on the state legislative 
session. 
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC:  The SERVS tug fleet safeguards 
Prince William Sound against oil spills caused by navigational errors, extreme weather 
and human or organizational errors.  It is the best method of preventing spills, which, 
despite technological improvements and training, are still difficult to clean up.  
Maintaining a strong and reliable escort fleet and preserving the practice of requiring 
two escorts for laden tanker transits is essential to the safe transportation of oil in 
PWS. The federal escorts legislation is one of the council’s highest priorities. And many 
issues of concern come before the Alaska Legislature each year. 
 
 
3. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition:  PWSRCAC has long taken 
the position that two escort vessels accompany all laden tankers.  The TAPS shippers 
have said that no proposed changes to the escort system are envisioned prior to 
completion of the PWS risk assessment. PWSRCAC is seeking federal legislation to 
mandate continuation of the practice of dual tug escorts for all laden tankers 
transiting PWS.  
 
 
4. Action Requested of the Board of Directors:  None. 
 
 
5. Attachments: None. 


