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Thursday, January 21, 2010 
 
Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens’ Advisory Council was held January 21-22, 2010, at the Downtown Marriott 
Hotel, Anchorage, Alaska.  Vice President Walter Parker called the meeting to order at 
11:10 p.m. on January 21, 2010.  
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 16 directors were present at the time of the roll call, 
representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Allen, Bird, Burch, Duffy, Eisemann, 
Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Malutin, Miller, Moore, Parker, Stephens, and 
Velsko.   Lewis joined the meeting at 11:30 a.m via teleconference. 
 
Directors introduced themselves and reported briefly on their activities since the 
September meeting.  During these opening comments, the recent resignation of Lisa 
Ka’aihue was announced.  She was presented with a thank you gift and honored for her 
work and dedicated service to the Council for 16 years.   
 
(Steve Lewis joined the meeting via teleconference – 17 directors present.) 
 
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green-colored sheet). 

• A discussion of Resolution 10-01was added to Item H on the 1/22/10 agenda 
• A brief, informal address by representatives from Sen. Mark Begich’s office was 

added immediately after the lunch recess on 1/21/10.   
 

Duffy moved to approve the agenda, as amended.  French seconded, and the motion 
carried without objection.  
 
MINUTES (1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5) 
Faulkner moved to approve the following minutes: 
 

•  1-1 Minutes of Board Meeting of September 17-18, 2009. 
•  1-2 Minutes of Board Poll of July 1, 2009. 
•  1-3  Minutes of September 3, 2009 
•  1-4 Minutes of October 15, 2009 
•  1-5 Minutes of Board Poll of November 19, 2009 

 
Burch seconded, and the minutes were approved as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Tom Lakosh addressed the Board about his new appeal on the BP c-plan amendment 
which addressed issues carried forward from the 2007 plan that did not change.  He 
said that decision on his appeal was ripe at that time (17 months post filing).  He said 
there was no mention of a new amendment to the tanker c-plan dealing with the new 
evaluation under the Anvil study and the personnel changes.  He noted that a recent 
unannounced drill showed problems with the c-plan and a fallacy in the Anvil study in 
that there is a disconnect between the encounter rate and the recovery rate of oil.  He 
said he hoped the Board would direct staff and its technical committees to evaluate the 
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Anvil study.  He also stated that no regulatory agency had an understanding of the 
encounter rates.  He said they sent out the Valdez Star to the Pathfinder incident 
without a concentrator cascade boom as part of the tactic to encounter and skim diesel 
fuel.   He said they should have considered how much diesel the boom could encounter 
in order to determine if the diesel was available at the skimmer. 
 
French said Lakosh raised an important point in that the Response Planning Standard 
(RPS) is based on recovery rates not on encounter rates of equipment.  He noted that if 
the equipment cannot encounter oil, skimmers cannot pick it up.  French said the OSPR 
Committee has struggled with how to deal with encounter rates and could benefit from 
Board direction on how to pursue this issue.   
 
Lakosh stated that a new regulation or statute is not needed; rather ADEC needs to 
equate the amount of boom needed specifically to collect the oil to meet the RPS. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS/ACTIVITY REPORTS - PWSRCAC COMMITTEES 
 
PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS (POVTS): Chair Bob Jaynes reported 
that the committee had met three times since the last board meeting.  He said the 
committee was working on the tanker escort system issues through federal channels in 
Washington, DC, and that Roy Jones would give an update later in the agenda.  He 
reported that there had been a weak turnout on the first project team meeting on 
SAFETUG and hoped for better at the next meeting.  Jaynes reported that the ice 
detection radar system was still not operational, primarily because of incompatibility 
between the radar antenna and the ice radar processor.  He said the committee was 
working to remedy this and that PWSRCAC had recently entered into a contract with C-
Core to develop recommendations for enhancing the system. 
 
He reported that POVTS was also working on the status of corrosion problems in the 
double hull tankers.  Some of the tanker companies inform PWSRCAC as inspections are 
made and the committee is monitoring those inspections.   Jaynes emphasized that 
human factors are always a risk, and that the recent Pathfinder incident on Bligh Reef 
was a prime example.  He commented that both recent incidents (the Pathfinder 
grounding and the loss of power on the tanker Kodiak) encompass every one of POVTS’ 
projects and that the committee would follow them diligently to the end.  He said the 
committee had convened a special meeting on the Pathfinder incident that Crowley 
personnel had attended.   
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (TOEM):  
Chair Bob Benda reported that in general most of the committee’s work was outlined in 
the projects summary at Section 5 of the meeting notebook.  He noted specifically that 
the project looking at Alaska North Slope (ANS) crude properties had now taken on a life 
of its own – the ANS crude samples had been sent out for analysis.  He stated that the 
TOEM Committee also had a representative on the SAFETUG project.   
 
OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE COMMITTEE (OSPR):  Jerry Brookman reported 
for chair Bob Flint.  He said the committee met on the second Tuesday of each month 
and this schedule was working well.  He touched briefly on the recent Pathfinder 
grounding incident, noting that there were investigations underway, both by Crowley 
and the USCG. 
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Brookman reported that public comments were due on the tanker c-plan amendment by 
February 9, 2010, and that ADEC had approved the BP c-plan.  He reported that the OSPR 
Committee was also involved in the work group looking at the properties of ANS crude 
and the crucial skimmer testing work group, and that Roy Robertson was the staff lead 
on both these work groups and would give a presentation later in the meeting. 
 
Brookman reported that ADEC approved BP’s c-plan in November.  PWSRCAC provided 
requests for additional information and comments.  Documents on this process were 
available on the OSPR website.  He noted that Tom Lakosh had requested an 
adjudicatory hearing on this c-plan. 
 
Brookman reported that Roy Robertson, Dan Gilson, and John Velsko would be 
attending the last Ohmsett testing of the oleophillic disk skimmer that the Response 
Planning Group (RPG) had been testing.   He said the RPG was also taking a fresh look at 
oil properties and containment systems. 
 
He reported that the ADEC initiated an unannounced Trans-Rec exercise in December, 
which three PWSRCAC staff observed.  He said there were some good lessons learned 
from this exercise that Roy Robertson would outline later in the agenda. 
On tank inspections at the Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT), Brookman stated that two 
tanks were scheduled for inspection in 2010 but Alyeska had asked for an extension on 
Tank 10. He said PWSRCAC does not support this extension request because secondary 
containment still did not meet ADEC requirements and is now 34 years old.  The floor 
was replaced in 2000 for a 10 year inspection.  The extension, if granted, would push 
the inspection to 2014.   
 
Brookman stated that there would be a meeting of the Alaska Regional Response Team 
(ARRT) in Juneau on January 26, 2010, and it would be the first via teleconference. 
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC):  Dorothy Moore reported in the absence of 
Chair John Kennish.  She reported that the committee had been focused on several 
items: completion of the LTEMP laboratory inter-calibrations in order to select a 
laboratory to analyze this season’s samples; arranging LTEMP peer reviews of the most 
recent annual report; and supporting PWSRCAC work group participation in getting oil 
analyses for ANS samples.  She also reported that the SAC LTEMP project team had met 
three times to process information and make a decision with regard to PWSRCAC’s 
Scientific Response Plan.  She said the committee would do a “lessons learned” on this 
project for the next Board meeting. 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Chair Patience Andersen Faulkner 
reported that the Information and Education Committee had held a teleconference 
meeting on January 4, 2010, and would continue to meet about every six weeks.  She 
said the committee had been successful in recruiting some additional members, some of 
whom are teachers.  Cathy Hart had attended a World Wilderness Congress, and Linda 
Robinson had reported on her trip to Murmansk, Russia. 

She stated that there would be a statewide non-indigenous species conference in Seward 
in March and a curriculum, which would be piloted at a teacher workshop in Seward in 
the fall.  Jane Eisemann and Ruth Knight were reviewing the curriculum. 
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Faulkner reported that the Alaska Geographic would partner with the Chugach National 
Forest and the U.S. Forest Service and will travel around to the Prince William Sound 
communities and will gather stories of the Sound.  Details will be posted on the 
PWSRCAC website. 

Faulkner reminded everyone of the 20th PWSRCAC anniversary reception to be held at 
the end of the day’s agenda to commemorate the creation of PWSRCAC in 1990. 

Lunch Recess: 12:05 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
(Buretta joined the meeting at the lunch break (18 directors present). 

INFORMATION DISCUSSION WITH SEN. MARK BEGICH’S STAFF 

Shawna Toma of Sen. Begich’s Anchorage office staff and Bob King of Sen. Begich’s 
Washington, DC, office joined the meeting. Board members engaged in an informal 
exchange of ideas and concerns with these representatives. 

King spoke of the cooperative work done by Sen. Begich, in conjunction with Sen. 
Murkowski’s office, in working towards the Coast Guard Reauthorization bill which is 
aimed at maintaining the dual escort system.  King said that Sen. Begich was working 
with the Commerce Committee to move the bill forward and that it is a priority issue for 
Sen. Begich.  Also included in the bill is a provision to fully fund the Oil Spill Recovery 
Institute (OSRI) to continue its work.    King also reported that Sen. Begich’s “arctic 
package” would fund research on spill response in broken ice conditions, which was also 
an important issue as everyone is looking at offshore drilling in the Chukchi and 
Beaufort seas.   

He said that response issues were in the forefront with the grounding of the Pathfinder 
and the disabling problems with the Kodiak.  He said that communications with the 
USCG, Alyeska, the Shippers and Sen. Begich’s staff had been good on these incidents, 
and that he would be interested to know if PWSRCAC had been able to get the 
information it needed from the various players involved.   

Blake Johnson raised the issue of the non-operational ice radar system.  King stated that 
Sen. Begich was aware of it and welcomed feedback from PWSRCAC.  He said the system 
should be operational in the spring.  King assured the Board that the Begich office 
appreciated hearing from PWSRCAC on any issues of concern.  Shawna Toma added that 
the Anchorage office was also happy to meet with PWSRCAC representatives.   
 
OPENING COMMENTS - ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
SERVS Report 
SERVS Manager Arthur Knolle reported on SERVS’s 2009 performance and 2010 activity. 
 

• Safety:  In 2009 there were a total of three recordable incidents and two days lost 
from work.   

• Environmental performance: Until the Pathfinder incident, there were only two 
recordable spills caused by rainwater runoff from the 450-3 barge, amounting to 
about one teaspoon.  Then Pathfinder grounding amounted to 6,410 gallons. 

• Prevention:  SERVS made 317 escorts in 2009, 40 non-emergency tanker assists, 
no emergency tanker assists, and conducted 24 tethering exercises. In 2010 to 
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date, there had been 16 escorts and two non-emergency tanker assists, and one 
emergency tanker assist.   

• Response:  SERVS had participated in the Conoco Phillips area exercise in April-
May 2009 and an ADEC unannounced open water drill in December 2010. 

• Training and Exercises: In 2009 there were 76 open water barge crew training 
sessions, one open water night operations exercise at Mineral Creek in February 
2009, and 8 nearshore operational readiness exercises; 917 personnel were 
trained through the fishing vessel training program in 2009 aboard 266 vessels. 
In addition, ADEC had inspected the 450-1 barge in October 2009. 

• 2010 Fishing Vessel Training Schedule: Kodiak: March 25-28; Homer: April 1-4; 
Seward: April 8-10; Valdez: April 13-15; Cordova: April 29-May 3; and Whittier: 
May 6-9. 

 
Knolle went on to review with the Board the timeline and SERVS response to SeaRiver’s 
disabled tanker Kodiak.  He reported that the Kodiak had been on its outbound transit 
through Hinchinbrook Entrance at approximately 2:53 a.m. on January 17, 2010, under 
escort by the tugs Tan’erliq and the Aware at the time, when it lost propulsion.  The 
weather at the Seal Rocks buoy registered winds of 13-17 knots and seas of 10.5 ft. at 
the time.  A general discussion of the incident followed.   
 
Velsko asked SERVS when new fishing vessel contracts would be issued because he had 
heard concerns in the response fleet that was a lack of contracted vessels at that time.  
SERVS Fishing Vessel Coordinator, Gail Colby, said new contracts would be out in the 
spring and prior to the first spring training..   
 
John French stated that he had heard concerns from captains in Cordova that they were 
called out for the incident but not deployed and therefore not compensated. He asked 
why SERVS compensates those participating in drills but not in the event of a call out 
where they are not actually deployed, noting that the captains still incur costs.  Gail 
Colby explained that the call in this instance was made to see ‘who was available if the 
need should arise’, but they were not formally called out to be ready to go.  French said 
there is a lot of concern about sustaining the level of participation in the fishing vessel 
program to maintain the response capability in the c-plan.  Colby stated that SERVS 
tracks that weekly and that it does have the capacity to meet the requirements of the c-
plan. 
  
Bob Jaynes asked SERVS to provide to the POVTS Committee the coordinates of the 
Kodiak when it lost power and those of the two escort tugs at that time.  
 
Sheri Buretta passed on a concern of Chugach Alaska Corporation about protecting the 
spirit camp at Port Etches when the Hinchinbrook Entrance response barge is moved to 
Naked Island.  She commented that these issues clearly demonstrate the need for the 
dual escorts to remain.  Knolle later responded that the barge at Port Etches is not a 
nearshore response barge to protect the shoreline such as the spirit camp, but an open 
water response barge.  The shoreline protection barges are kept at the Port of Valdez. As 
to the issue of the continuation of dual escorts, Knolle stated that Alyeska would do 
what is required of it under regulation and would not advocate a position on the issue.   
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In response to a question from Blake Johnson, Gail Colby said PWSRCAC could 
participate in the fishing vessel owners/administrators/SERVS joint meeting.  
 
CDR Verfaillie stated that everything on the Kodiak worked as designed and that the 
Kodiak had restored power in 25 seconds.  The inherent design of the vessel operated 
exactly as designed, and the reason the USCG did not let the Kodiak put everything back 
to main power immediately (reported as 30 minutes) was because of an initial thought 
of fire, but it was actually varnish on some linings that overheated. 
 
VMT Report 
Barry Roberts delivered the report on activities at the Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT). He 
reported that in 2009 there were no days away from work cases, and only one 
recordable incident.  There were a total of four spills in 2009, totaling approximately 
three gallons.  He left reports on other issues involving the VMT to the specific agenda 
items later in the meeting. 
 

OPENING COMMENTS – PWSRCAC EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG): CDR Darryl Verfaillie reported a very busy few 
months.  He stated that the local USCG investigation into the Pathfinder incident would 
be complete by the end of the month and the report would then go to 17th District in 
Juneau, and on to headquarters, and then the report would be released.   
 
CDR Verfaillie emphasized that there was a lot of information and misinformation 
circulating about the incident.  He stated that it was of concern to the USCG that 
misinformation was being perpetuated by PWSRCAC representatives, even after it had 
been corrected by USCG.  He asked PWSRCAC to hold its representatives accountable for 
perpetuating misinformation.  He said he had personally spoken to Steve Lewis about 
his concerns and still the misinformation was circulated.  He said he is also concerned 
when PWSRCAC representatives accuse the USCG of “cover-ups.”  He said he had spent a 
great deal of time the past month correcting misinformation on both the Pathfinder and 
the Kodiak incidents.  

Nancy Bird said she was distressed to hear CDR Verfaillie make allegations against the 
president of PWSRCAC and other unnamed representatives.  She said that while she 
appreciated the commander’s desire not to have the USCG or himself personally 
maligned, misperceptions and misinformation do circulate when incidents occur.  She 
said PWSRCAC was waiting for the reports to come out, and when that occurs PWSRCAC 
will do its job as a citizen’s oversight council to review the report and ask any further 
questions, make any recommendations on what the report may indicate and show any 
weaknesses in the system.  She said it was gratifying to hear that everything seemed to 
work as it should with the Kodiak, and all concerned should be very pleased with that 
outcome. 
 
CDR Verfaillie said if it had not risen to a level of concern higher up in the USCG, he 
would not have mentioned it at a PWSRCAC meeting.  While recognizing that there is 
always misperception and misinformation in an incident, he said when he/USCG 
corrects the information and then PWSRCAC representatives continue to perpetuate the 
errors in information, he has major concerns.  He added that when those PWSRCAC 
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representatives are representing the PWSRCAC in meetings, etc., the comments are 
taken as official PWSRCAC comments.   
 
French stated that he was on most of the teleconferences and that he and some others 
had indicated that they would be more comfortable with an third party investigation of 
the Pathfinder  grounding but he was very careful to indicate to LT York at the time that 
he was not trying to insinuate any wrongdoing by the USCG.  However, he said there 
were some incendiary comments made at those meetings by a member of the Prince 
William Sound Keeper who is not associated with PWSRCAC in any way, and if those 
comments were being tied to PWSRCAC as the originating entity, then perhaps 
PWSRCAC has a communications problem. 
 
Stan Jones stated that as Director for External Affairs for PWSRCAC and its official 
spokesperson he was interviewed on several occasions by the media about the 
grounding and in everything he prepared he was careful never to say that the ice radar 
would have prevented the Pathfinder grounding because PWSRCAC was very conscious 
of the need not to say that.  On several occasions PWSRCAC’s prepared comments said 
the ice radar would not have averted this particular grounding. He asked to see anything 
in print that was purportedly from PWSRCAC to the contrary so that he could see where 
the source came from and be able to correct any mistakes.  CDR Verfaillie stated that it 
was an article published in the Cordova newspaper under Steve Lewis’ name. 
 
Al Burch said he was also upset by the comments of the person from the Prince William 
Sound Keeper at one of the post-incident meetings.   
 
Sheri Buretta said that she was more concerned that the Pathfinder incident occurred at 
all and that PWSRCAC wants to know how it happened in the first place. She stated that 
she was more interested in learning how it could be prevented in the future than 
pointing fingers across the table.   CDR Verfaillie said that preventing another similar 
incident was also USCG’s concern and to that end the investigation would identify some 
corrective actions, but during an incident the public will look to PWSRCAC for accurate 
information and he needed to be confident that PWSRCAC passes along accurate 
information.  He said the only reason the Observer article did not contain the same 
misinformation as the article in the Cordova Times was because PWSRCAC staff let him 
review the article before it was published. 
 
CDR Verfaillie was asked to address the use of the ice radar.  He stated that it is simply 
a tool.  He said that when he took command in 2008, there was no ice radar display in 
the VTC, only SERVS had that.  He emphasized that mariners follow the “eyes-on” 
standard of the rules of marine navigation and that the ice radar information does not 
provide the equivalent level of safety as eyes-on information in the Sound.  He said he 
has stated this position on many prior occasions at marine safety committee meetings 
where shipping representatives, pilots and SERVS were present.   
 
Velsko said that he re-read the president’s report on the grounding after CDR Verfaillie 
raised this issue and agreed that a layman, without more expertise, may have concluded 
that the grounding may have been avoided with a functioning ice detection radar.  He 
said if that were the case, then he would apologize on behalf of the Council if this 
caused the Commander concern. Velsko assured CDR Verfaillie that PWSRCAC wants to 
work with the USCG in a cooperative manner and would work to foster a better 
relationship.   
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Donna Schantz noted that it was less a case of “misinformation” but rather how people 
interpreted the information.   
 
Stan Jones read from the original Cordova Times article that concerned Admiral Colvan 
and CDR Verfaillie.  He noted that the article was drawn from a statement that 
PWSRCAC issued under Steve Lewis’ name after the Pathfinder grounding.  Schantz 
noted that the article in the PWSRCAC Observer was submitted to CDR Verfaillie and a 
revision was made before publication to correct and accommodate CDR Verfaillie’s 
concern.   
 
Walt Parker noted that the Board had many teleconferences after the grounding of the 
Pathfinder and that there was no mention of the non-functioning ice radar being a factor 
that contributed to the grounding.  In one OSPR meeting, he said a committee member 
left and then returned to make some strong statements about the USCG but that was the 
sole instance and there was no press at that OSPR Committee meeting.  Parker said he 
did not know who created the article in the Cordova Times and that none of the Board 
sought out any of the newspapers to make statements. 
 
CDR Verfaillie concluded that he saw PWSRCAC as the “phoenix from the fire” of 
OPA90, and that PWSRCAC should be the experts about all the improvements that have 
been put in place since OPA90 and should make sure misstatements by the public are 
corrected by PWSRCAC whenever they hear them. 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM):  Following on CDR Verfaillie’s comments, Joe 
Hughes stated that even the BLM/JPO and PWSRCAC has had their differences over the 
years, but it came down to people being passionate about an issue and there was never 
an intent on either side to attack someone’s personal integrity.  He said BLM/JPO had 
always worked through the rifts and worked things out. 

Hughes went on to announce some personnel changes.  He said Laurie Hull-Engles, 
formerly of Alyeska/SERVS, had been hired.  He said Ron Abernathy, the Supervisor in 
Fairbanks, would be retiring and that Hughes would be acting as supervisor for 
Fairbanks as well as Valdez for the immediate future.  Hughes also announced that the 
JPO branch of the BLM would move out of its present location to the Denali Building on 
Benson & C Street in Anchorage. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC):  Ron Doyel stated that 
a report on the ADEC unannounced drill and the Tank 10 inspection extension issues 
would come up later in the agenda. He introduced Graham Wood who had taken the 
position formerly occupied by Becky Spiegel for VMT and c-plan oversight issues. 
French brought up the Board’s concerns about extending the inspection timeframe on 
Tank 10 and asked Doyel to be ready to address this issue when it came up later in the 
agenda. 
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI): Bird spoke on behalf of OSRI.  She suggested 
that the update on the Sound Predictions which was deferred from last meeting may be 
better suited for presentation at the PWSRCAC committee level rather than taking up 
time at the Board meeting.  She encouraged everyone to do articles for the next edition 
of Delta/Sound Connections, a natural history of Prince William Sound and the Copper 
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River Delta. The next OSRI Board meeting will be February 21, 2010 at which time the 
Board will adopt the next five year plan for OSRI’s research projects. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR):  Katie Farley announced that Scott 
Pexton had left the agency and that her role at this meeting was to sit in and report 
back. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS – SHIPPERS AND OWNER COMPANIES 
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC):  Tom Colby reviewed ATC’s 2009 performance and 
reported that in general ATC had a good year, having transported 81,000,000 barrels of 
ANS crude out of Valdez.  There were no spills and no lost time injuries. 
 
He reported that two ships had gone through their regular two-year dry-dock service 
and maintenance.  He said the operational integrity technical assessment was done with 
help from BP Shipping and Lloyds Insurance and they were trying to anticipate the 
problems rather than waiting for them to happen.  He said the assistance of Lloyds had 
been valuable in making suggestions for modifications, which Colby went on to outline 
in detail.  All the modifications were proactive improvements, some of which targeted 
the reduction in opacity in stack emissions while in port. 
 
ATC President Anil Mathur said he concurred with some of CDR Verfaillie’s comments in 
that he had witnessed a slacking in the standards to which PWSRCAC holds itself 
recently and cautioned the Board that the key ingredient that drives PWSRCAC’s 
relationship with all its various third party relationships is trust.   
 
SEARIVER MARITIME:  Tom Blanchard spoke briefly of the Kodiak tanker incident.  He 
reported that the generator stopped because of overheating.  A transition to the 
auxiliary diesel generator carried the load.  But as the load transferred, for reasons 
unknown at that time, an increased load on the auxiliary generator, started a load-
shedding process and then took itself off line.  The ship was then without power.  At 
that point an emergency generator came on line within 20 seconds.  The auxiliary 
generator then came back on line, and the vessel had full power within about 20-25 
seconds.   
 
Blanchard fielded general questions from the Board on the incident.  He recognized the 
knowledge and that Project Manager Joel Kennedy brought to the PWSRCAC staff and 
his expertise had been invaluable in interactions with SeaRiver and SERVS during the 
Kodiak incident.   
 
POLAR TANKERS:  Monty Morgan began his report by thanking Project Manager Roy 
Robertson for his work on the Conoco Phillips area drill in the spring of 2009.  He then 
continued with a review of Polar Tankers/Conoco Phillips performance for 2009. 

• There were 116 tanker transits into Valdez with zero spills of cargo and only one 
reportable spill of hydraulic fluid. 

• There were two reportable injuries, both involved slipping, and Polar was 
constantly working on preventing these kinds of accidents. 

• A masters pilots collaborative training in Seward was completed.  All deck 
officers are now going through the Seward school.   

• The Adventure will return to Valdez from a period in the shipyard to change out 
the stern tubes’ seals.  The Resolution will go to the shipyard in May.  Some 
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Seabulk vessels made some trips under charter to Polar Tankers between May and 
August. 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
A written report by President Lewis was included in meeting notebook.  
 
ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (2-1) 
Acting Executive Director Donna Schantz provided a written report to the Board that 
was included as Item 2-1 in the meeting notebook. 
 
In light of the earlier discussion regarding PWSRCAC’s relationships, she read a March 
10, 2009, letter from Admiral Brooks regarding PWSRCAC’s recertification expressing 
that PWSRCAC’s mission and the interests of the citizens it represents would be best 
served by PWSRCAC fostering long-term partnerships with industry and government 
agencies. 
 
Schantz commented on the recent vessel incidents as they involved PWSRCAC.  On the 
negative side, she said she did not expect criticism from both sides, but welcomed the 
comments so PWSRCAC could do its job better.  On the positive side was the ability of 
PWSRCAC to disseminate information during both incidents through its the website 
blog. 
 
Schantz recognized Lisa Ka’aihue’s work and dedication to the Council for 16 years.  In 
addition to Ka’aihue’s departure, Schantz announced that Telena McQuery would also be 
leaving the staff because her spouse was being transferred to Kentucky. 
 
Schantz said it was a busy year with many positive steps forward, and recognized staff 
for all the work that had been accomplished during the year.  She announced that 
PWSRCAC had received the Coastal America 2009 Spirit Award for its support of the 
shore-zone mapping project. 
 
Schantz also recognized Sheri Buretta with the presentation of a commemorative clock 
for her 10 years of service on the Board.  
 
DRAFT RESOLUTION 10-01 
A draft resolution commending SERVS for its response to the Pathfinder and Kodiak 
incidents was introduced by Nancy Bird.  Consideration of the resolution was to have 
been part of the report update scheduled as Item G on the second day’s agenda.  But at 
the request of Bird, the Board took up consideration at this time so that the resolution 
could be read while SERVS personnel were present. 
 
The draft resolution was read and Bird moved to approve the draft resolution 10-01.  
Moore seconded.  Discussion followed.  Al Burch questioned whether “disabled” was the 
correct description of the Kodiak’s condition during the incident or if “distressed” would 
be a better description.  
 
After listening to Blanchard’s explanation of the actions of the Kodiak’s crew, French 
asked that the Kodiak’s crew be added to the resolution.  
 
Rather than wordsmith the draft language at this time, Bird moved to postpone action 
on the resolution until the following morning’s agenda, stating that she had 
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accomplished her purpose of reading the resolution at that time, i.e., for SERVS/Alyeska 
to hear, and that staff could revise the resolution for board approval the following day.  
The motion to postpone passed without objection. 
 
Recess: 3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1) 
There was only one item on the consent agenda: 3-1 Approval of New Office Machinery 
Lease: 
  
Bird moved to approve the consent agenda, as follows.  Moore seconded: 
 

3-1 Approval of New Office Machinery Lease 
To authorize the Acting Executive Director to enter into two five year lease 
agreements with Frontier Business Systems at a cost of $490 per month (each) 
and to authorize the Acting Executive Director to buy out the remaining terms of 
the two existing Xerox leases. 

  
The consent agenda passed as presented without objection. 

VMT INVENTORY MANAGEMENT (4-1) 
Project Manager Tom Kuckertz, with the assistance of Alyeska personnel, made a 
presentation on how Alyeska manages crude inventory levels at the VMT.  Kuckertz 
outlined the flow of oil into the tank farm at the VMT and PWSRCAC’s concerns about 
high inventory levels during inclement weather, shutdowns of the pipeline or loading 
operations.  A briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-1.  Betsy 
Haines, from Alyeska’s Oil Movements Department, explained the inventory 
management in more detail.  
(This was an information–only item.) 
 
BALLAST WATER TREATMENT FACILTY RECONFIGURATION UPDATE (4-2) 
Kuckertz, with the assistance of Alyeska’s Project Engineer Curtis Nuttal, updated the 
Board on the status of the Ballast Water Treatment Facility (BWTF) reconfiguration at the 
VMT.  A briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-2. 
(This was an information-only item.) 

VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL INTEGRITY & SECONDARY CONTAINMENT (4-3) 
Kuckertz, with the assistance of Alyeska’s Gail Colby, updated the Board on the 
secondary containment integrity issue at the VMT tank farm.  A briefing sheet was 
included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-3, outlining the detection of leaks in the 
piping between Tanks 7 and 8, and 5 and 6 after initial repairs to the catchment basins.  
Gail Colby outlined in more detail the recent problems identified and the temporary 
fixes available during the winter months until permanent mitigation measures could be 
undertaken during the summer of 2010.  Vinnie Symkowiak of Alyeska was also on-line 
to answer questions.  
 
French brought up to ADEC’s Doyel that PWSRCAC was on record opposed to Alyeska’s 
request for an extension on the inspection of Tank 10 for the very problems just 
identified in this agenda item, and that PWSRCAC had asked ADEC to deny Alyeska’s 
request. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
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Recess: 
The meeting recessed at 5:10 p.m. 
 
Friday, January 22, 2010 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER 
  
Vice President Parker called the meeting back to order on Friday, January 22, 2010, at 
8:30 a.m.  At the time of the call back to order there were 15 directors present:  Allen, 
Bird, Burch, Duffy, Eisemann, Faulkner, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis (via 
teleconference), Malutin, Miller, Parker, Stephens, and Velsko. 

INCIDENT REPORT UPDATED FOR 2009 (4-4) 
Project Manager Assistant Jacquelyn Olson presented a summary of incidents reported 
to PWSRCAC that occurred in 2009.  Incident reports included oil spills, fires, 
malfunctions causing shutdowns, navigational closures, and tanker or escort problems.  
The presentation also included terminal and tanker statistics about transits, quantities 
of oil loaded, and air emissions data at the Valdez Marine Terminal. 
 
There were: 

• 317 tanker visits to the VMT. 
• Approximately 240,000,000 Bbls of crude loaded. 
• Total delays, approximately 1,575 hours. 

  
Olson reported that the most significant incidents were: 

• January 2009, a Crowley crew member fell down a ladder on a tug, sustaining a 
head injury. 

• March 2009, cracks are discovered in the deck of the SeaRiver Baytown. 
• April 2009, a malfunction in the emergency fuel shutoff valve on the Polar 

Enterprise.  
• December 2009, grounding of the Tug Pathfinder on Bligh Reef. 

 
(This was an information-only item.) 

(Sheri Buretta arrived at 8:40 a.m. - 16 directors present.) 
 
FY2011-FY2015 LONG RANGE PLAN (4-5) 
The FY2011-FY2015 Long Range Plan (LRP) came to the Board for approval.  A work 
session specifically on the LRP was held on the morning of January 21, 2010, before the 
start of the Board meeting.   
 
Bird moved to approve the Five Year Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2011-2015 as 
developed and finalized for consideration by the Board at the January 21, 2010 work 
session.  Hart seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
PWS TANKER PLAN WORKGROUP UPDATE (4-6) 
Project managers Linda Swiss and Roy Robertson updated the Board on the status of the 
workgroup process formed under the Prince William Sound Tanker c-plan: the Tanker c-
plan Steering Committee, which decides the issues to be addressed at the workgroup 
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level; and the ANS Crude Properties workgroup, which was looking at the changing 
properties of ANS crude oil. 
 
A briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-6 which outlined these 
work groups and the issues they were working on, including the Crucial Skimmer 
Performance workgroup that will look at the performance of the new oleophilic 
skimmers with the changing properties of ANS crude.  
 
Robertson reported that the workgroup looking at ANS crude properties had met once.  
A sample had been taken from an ATC ship and had been sent out for analysis.  The 
workgroup would meet again when those analysis results were received. The skimmer 
workgroup will have its first meeting on January 25, 2010, and will test the skimmer at 
the Ohmsett facility to get the skimmer ready for final testing in March. 
 
Staff was asked to provide a brief update on the review of the Tanker c-plan 
amendment. The amendment was out for public review.  Requests for additional 
information (RFAI) were due on February 4, 2010, and comments were due by February 
9, 2010.  Swiss stated that ADEC may stop the time line depending on what RFAIs were 
received, and then comments would be due after ADEC resolves the RFAIs.  Swiss noted 
that it is a significant amendment that goes through the entire c-plan, and PWSRCAC 
was using its contractor Nuka Research as well as staff on this review. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
(Dorothy Moore arrived - 17 directors present.) 
 
CONTINGENCY PLAN CONTRACTOR SELECTOR PROCESS (4-7) 
Linda Swiss presented a recommendation of the OSPR Committee for the process of 
selecting contractors to be included as pre-qualified technical experts for technical work 
on c-plans under Project 651 Oil Spill Prevention & Response Planning.  (This was a 
holdover item from the September meeting.) The Board was asked to approve the 
recommendation of the OSPR Committee for the process of selecting contractors.  A 
briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-7.  Swiss explained that 
all existing contractors must resubmit proposals and solicitations are advertised widely. 
 
(French arrived: 18 directors present.) 
 
Burch moved to approve the process for contingency plan contractor selection as 
follows: 
 

Process for Contingency Plan Contractor Selection:  Advertise Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) for contingency plan contractor technical support every five 
(5) years.  Selected contractors will be included on a list of qualified contingency 
plan contractors and will be valid for a five year term.  Interested contractors are 
welcome to submit qualifications at any time to be considered for inclusion on the 
list of qualified contractors.  The list of qualified contingency plan contractors will 
be submitted to the Board for approval at the next Board meeting following OSPR 
Committee recommendation.  An annual letter will be submitted to contractors on 
the list to confirm availability and any other changes. 

 
Moore provided the second, and the motion passed without objection. 
 



1-3 

210.002.100122.JanMinutes   Page 16 
 

 

ASSET STABILIZATION POLICY (4-8) 
Sheri Buretta brought to the Board a recommendation by the financial auditors that the 
organization adopt a net asset stabilization policy which would set a net asset 
(contingency fund) amount, the use of which would be for extraordinary or unplanned 
events or the purchase of capital assets, and would require authorization by the Board. 
 
A graph was distributed showing net cash available at the end of each fiscal year since 
1990.  The recommendation was for a target for net asset stabilization at $350,000. 
 
Buretta moved to approve the net asset stabilization policy (as outlined in the briefing 
sheet).  
 

PWSRCAC’s net assets as shown on the year-end audited statement of financial 
position are targeted to be no less than $350,000. The use of net assets for 
extraordinary or unplanned events or for purchase of capital assets shall require 
authorization by the Board of Directors. 
 

Stephens seconded, and discussion followed. 
 
Financial Manager Gregory Dixon explained the importance of having some amount in 
savings for unexpected contingencies and that the equivalent of five to six months of 
operating expenses in reserve was not unreasonable. He further explained that there was 
an argument that an organization such as PWSRCAC does not need a large cash reserve, 
but the Finance Committee discussed this and felt that $350,000 in savings was a 
reasonable amount for unexpected contingencies.   
 
Cathy Hart stated that she would like to see a figure closer to $400,000 but would 
support the recommendation of $350,000.  Buretta emphasized that this is a target 
amount that would not stop the organization from dipping below that, but it would 
keep the organization mindful of its recommended cash reserves.  Duffy pointed out on 
the graph that there had been some high years and low years in the past, and the 
$350,000 target was arrived at in discussion with accountants Mikunda Cottrell.  
Schantz said her only concern was that such an amount in reserve would take away 
available funds from projects. 
 
The motion was approved without objection. 
 
For the good of the Order: 
The Board agreed to Cathy Hart’s request to take the remaining action items ahead in 
the agenda to accommodate her early departure. 
 
PORT GRAHAM CORPORATION REQUEST FOR CLASS I MEMBERSHIP (4-10) 
A request by Port Graham Corporation for Class I membership in PWSRCAC was 
introduced by Donna Schantz.  A briefing sheet on the issue was included in the meeting 
notebook at Item 4-10. 
 
Iver Malutin asked whether the seat the Port Graham was requesting could be 
regionalized and incorporate more villages into the seat, as the Kodiak Village Mayors 
seat does.  Diane Selanoff explained that Port Graham Corporation is only the 
community of Port Graham and does not include other villages.  Their land holdings 
stretch from Kenai Fjords to Windy Bay and this is their organization’s primary focus. 



1-3 

210.002.100122.JanMinutes   Page 17 
 

 

 
Steve Lewis asked why this was the first that PWSRCAC had heard from Port Graham 
(now over 20 years since the EVOS event) and asked if something had changed to 
prompt Port Graham’s request at this time.  Selanoff stated that Port Graham was just 
starting to develop some of its areas along the coast and wants to make sure that those 
areas are protected and that the oil industry does things safely.  Lewis said he would 
welcome more downstream participation in PWSRCAC and Port Graham’s active 
participation would be greatly appreciated and of benefit to PWSRCAC, but he hoped 
Port Graham recognized that there would be a cost to membership to the organization. 
 
John French echoed Malutin’s concern that PWSRCAC cannot keep adding individual 
villages or village corporations without limitation because the Board would become too 
large to function efficiently.  He suggested the Board hold a discussion of the issue of 
regionalization of the small village interests.   Several Board members agreed that this 
was an issue for discussion and that it could be an item for the Board retreat. 
 
John Velsko stated that after talking to Diane Selanoff he was comfortable admitting 
Port Graham to PWSRCAC because of their land area holdings. 
 
French said his concern was that there are probably other village corporations that 
could request membership and thought the Board should look closer at this but was 
reticent to vote against Port Graham’s request. 
 
Johnson said that he would welcome more Native village participation into PWSRCAC 
 
Johnson moved to approve an amendment to Section 2.2.1 Class I Membership of the 
PWSRCAC Bylaws to add Port Graham Corporation as a Class I member, as follows: 
 

2.2.1. Class I Membership:  The following entities shall be Class I members of the 
corporation: 
 
Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Cordova District Fishermen United 
Chugach Alaska Corporation 
City of Cordova 
City of Homer 
City of Kodiak 
City of Seldovia  
City of Seward 
City of Valdez 
City of Whittier 
Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Kodiak Island Borough 
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Community of Chenega 
Community of Tatitlek 
Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association 
Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition 
Port Graham Corporation 
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Hart seconded.  Discussion continued.  Bird expressed concern about the process and 
agreed with the concerns of Malutin and French.  She stated that she could not support 
the motion at this time but that she would support it later after the Board had discussed 
it at the Board retreat and planned expansion of the Board.  (She later reversed her 
position.) 
 
Sheri Buretta briefly explained the history of the Chugach people and Port Graham’s 
involvement in the agreements that led to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, 
which opened the door for the TAPS to be built. Buretta said that under the document 
entitled the “69 Agreement” in the Chugach Native people agreed to allow the VMT to be 
built on historical Native lands in exchange for jobs and contracts for all Alaska Natives 
and $1.  In the agreements there were promises made to the Chugach Native people that 
if an event occurred, such as the magnitude of the EVOS, that the Alaska Natives would 
be made whole.  Buretta noted that the making whole of the Native peoples has not yet 
occurred, and she said it was important for people to understand Port Graham’s 
contribution that allowed the TAPS to be built. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 

John Allen Yes 
Nancy Bird  Yes 
Al Burc Yes 
Sheri Buretta Yes 
Pat Duffy Yes 
Jane Eisemann  Yes 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Yes 
John French Yes 
Cathy Hart   Yes 
Marilynn Heddell  Yes 
Blake Johnson Yes 
Stephen Lewis Yes 
Iver Malutin  Yes 
Thane Miller  Yes 
Dorothy Moore Yes 
Walter Parker  Yes 
Stan Stephens Yes 
John Velsko Yes 

  
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
French moved to seat Diane Selanoff as the Port Graham Corporation representative for 
a term to expire in May 2012.  Eisemann seconded, and the motion passed by 
unanimous consent. 
 
PWSRCAC BOARD JOB DESCRIPTIONS (4-13) 
Lisa Ka’aihue introduced this agenda item, the purpose of which was to present draft 
Board job descriptions and to ask the Board to appoint one or two volunteers to assist 
in finalizing these job descriptions for approval at the May 2010 board meeting.  The 
draft job descriptions were in the meeting notebook as an attachment to briefing sheet 
4-13.  The Board was asked to take a few minutes and briefly discuss the proposed job 
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descriptions and then appoint one or two volunteers to assist staff in finalizing them for 
the May 2010 Board meeting. 
 
Bird, Moore, French and Hart were appointed to work with staff on these job 
descriptions.  Hart also suggested that it would be a good item for a board retreat. 
 
PWSRCAC BOARD RETREAT (4-14) 
As the sponsor of this agenda item, Stan Stephens introduced the issue of holding a 
Board retreat with the goal of better defining the roles and responsibilities for Board 
members and developing any needed revisions to the Bylaws.  In addition, other goals 
could be to define a better process for Board management of the hiring and evaluation 
process of the executive director, and to develop a better understanding of how key 
goals and priorities are to be communicated from the Board to the staff.   Stephens said 
he would like more than just a board retreat for a day.  He would like to see a day of 
staff retreat, a board retreat and then a combined staff and board retreat.  He said he 
would support a board retreat at this time, but he would like to see a three day retreat 
along the lines he suggested. 
 
A general discussion followed on how to schedule the retreats suggested by Stephens 
and how to accommodate those Board members that are unable to get three days off 
from their employment. 
 
Miller initially moved to approve that staff poll the Board for dates for a staff retreat, 
for a board retreat,  and appoint an ad hoc Board development committee to develop an 
agenda for a retreat and to secure a facilitator.  Hart seconded.  Discussion followed.  
Stephens stated that he wanted to hear honest opinions from staff of the problems they 
have with the Board. 
 
The motion was restated:  That the Board hold a one day Board retreat with a 
facilitator.  Prior to that retreat, an ad hoc Board Retreat Development Committee will 
hold a facilitated one day retreat with staff and report back to the Board the issues staff 
would like addressed at the Board retreat.  The motion passed as restated. 
 
Miller, Hart, French, and Stephens were appointed as the ad hoc Board Retreat 
Development Committee. 
 
Recess: 10:05 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 
 
UPDATE ON PATHFINDER GROUNDING (4-15) 
Joel Kennedy of staff briefed the Board on the Pathfinder tug grounding, which took 
place on December 23, 2009.  Crowley Maritime representative, Walt Tague, was in 
attendance to answer questions regarding the incident. Kennedy explained that there 
were currently three investigations pending: Crowley Maritime’s internal investigation, a 
USCG MSO-Valdez investigation into the grounding itself as it relates to the Pathfinder, 
and a USCG District 17th investigation into the role, if any, the Vessel Traffic Center itself 
played in the grounding. 
 
Following Kennedy’s update the Board entered into a question and answer session with 
Kennedy and Tague.  Stephens asked if PWSRCAC had been provided with the track line 
of the Pathfinder.  Kennedy responded that it had not.  Kennedy added later that the 
track line would be released at the conclusion of the USCG investigations. 
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Questions also centered on shift changes at Crowley and the USCG VTC.  The incident 
occurred at 18:18 p.m. during the shift change between the chief mate and the second 
mate.  The master was on the bridge at the time.   
 
Blake Johnson questioned the experience of both mates. Tague said he believed they 
both had at least a year’s experience. 
 
Stephens spoke of the excellence of Crowley Maritime as a company and in their 
operations but noted that human error does occur and all who work in the marine 
industry worry about it and that is why Valdez has a VTC.  He said he believed that the 
track line will show that there was time for the VTC to have sent out a warning to the 
Pathfinder.  His personal opinion is that there was a failure in the VTC, as well as human 
factor errors on the part of the Pathfinder crew. 
 
Directors also questioned some delay in getting response equipment out and questioned 
why Crowley went to Chadux for response rather than a response under the tanker c-
plan.  Robertson responded that the vessel’s size was such that it was not required to 
have a c-plan of its own. 
 
Knolle confirmed that there were no recent changes to the ice surveying and procedures 
and that it all complies with the c-plan. 
 
Miller asked about whether fishing vessel crews were out for 24 hours as some were not 
prepared for that length of time.  Knolle said that all fishing vessels coming out on a 
response should be prepared for 72 hours.  Gail Colby said there was some initial 
confusion as to whether they were to be crewed for 12 or 24 hours and it would be part 
of the lessons learned from the response. She stated that, henceforward, fishing vessel 
administrators have been informed to let crews know that they need to be prepared for 
24-hour shifts. 
 
Buretta’s commented to Crowley/SERVS that PWSRCAC’s focus is on how to prevent this 
from happening again and she appreciated their willingness to answer the many 
questions from the Board at this time, even though all the answers were not available 
because of the ongoing investigations. 
 
Faulkner pointed out that one problem identified by the fishing vessel response crews 
was that although there was an additional crew member on board for 24 hour manning, 
the boat ran 24 hours and therefore the crew were unable to rest. 
(This was an information item.  No board action was taken.) 
 
STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION UPDATE (4-9) 
An update on the state and federal legislation on the continuation of escort tugs in 
Prince William Sound was introduced by Stan Jones, who was joined by Roy Jones (from 
Washington, DC) and Doug Mertz (from Juneau) on teleconference. 
 
Doug Mertz reported that the Alaska Legislature would reconvene later that week but he 
did not anticipate anything of interest to PWSRCAC at this time, and the budget of the 
ADEC remained almost the same.  The bill to create a non-indigenous species division 
within Alaska Department of Fish and Game was not of great interest to the legislators 
at this time.  He said it would be an uphill fight to get that bill passed and that a lot of 



1-3 

210.002.100122.JanMinutes   Page 21 
 

 

education of legislators was needed as to why this was important.   He said there was a 
lot of resistance to adding bills with fiscal impacts and he also thought the legislature 
would adjourn as soon as it could after dealing with gas development issues. 
 
Stan Jones reported that there would be an event on non-indigenous species in Juneau 
on February 25th in which PWSRCAC will participate.   
 
Roy Jones spoke on the fluid situation in Washington, D.C., on the amendment that 
would mandate the continuation of dual escorts for double hull tankers in Prince 
William Sound.   
 
Stan Stephens thanked everyone for their persistence on the issue of dual escorts. 
 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 10-01 
A revised draft of Resolution 10-01 was circulated, recognizing the professional 
displayed by Crowley and Kodiak crews and SERVS personnel in responding after the 
Kodiak lost power during a transit of Prince William Sound. 
 
Bird introduced and moved to approve Resolution 10-01 as revised: 
 

Recognizing the professionalism displayed by Crowley crew, the crew of the tanker 
Kodiak, and personnel of the Alyeska Ship Escort/Response Vessel System (SERVS) 
in responding after the Kodiak lost power during a transit of Prince William Sound. 
 
WHEREAS, during the early morning hours of January 17, 2010, the Exxon oil 
tanker Kodiak temporarily lost power while transiting the waters of Hinchinbrook 
Entrance; 
 
WHEREAS, the captain and crew of the Kodiak acted immediately and 
professionally to manage the equipment failure aboard the vessel and to all in 
escort tugs for assistance; 
 
WHEREAS, the captain and crew of the tugs Aware and Tan’erliq rendered 
immediate assistance to the tanker, with the tug Aware taking a towline to the bow 
of the tanker and the tug Tan’erliq tethered to the stern; 
 
WHEREAS, SERVS mobilized additional response resources to assist the disabled 
tanker; 
 
WHEREAS, the NOAA buoy station 46061 at Seal Rocks reported weather 
conditions at the time of the incident of wind speed 13.6 knots gusting to 17.5 
knots and wave height at 10.5 feet; and 
 
WHEREAS, the tanker Kodiak was assisted to safe anchorage at Knowles Head by 
the captain and crew of the Aware. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council hereby commends SERVS, the captain and the crew of the 
Kodiak, and the captain and crew of the Crowley tugs Aware and Tan’erliq for the 
tremendous professionalism after the Kodiak’s power loss in reduced visibility and 
adverse weather conditions. 
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PASSED AND APPROVED by the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory 
Council Board of Directors on the 22nd day of January, 2010. 

 
Eisemann seconded and the resolution passed unanimously. 
 
It was agreed by unanimous consent that the resolution would be distributed to some of 
the Alaska congressional delegation and to the crews involved. 
 
Lewis commented that despite the fact that everything happened as it was supposed to 
with the Kodiak incident, whether the tugs can make a save at closure conditions was 
still an unanswered question.  He invited Crowley/SERVS/Alyeska to partner with 
PWSRCAC to test a save at Hinchinbrook Entrance at closure conditions with a fully 
laden tanker. 
 
Lunch recess: 12:05 – 1:00 p.m. 
(Buretta, Bird, and Hart left the meeting at this time: 15 directors present.) 
 
ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER MARINE INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM PRESENTATION (4-
12) 
Howard Ferren, Director of Conservation for the Alaska SeaLife Center, made a 
presentation on the Marine Invasive Species Program, largely supported by the 
PWSRCAC. 
 
He outlined the program’s objectives and announced a Marine Invasive Species 
Workshop on March 3-4, 2010 at the Alaska SeaLife Center. 
 
He asked that PWSRCAC consider continuing financial support for the Alaska SeaLife 
Center Marine Invasive Species Program and allow him the opportunity to provide a 
scope of work and budget for 2011 at a later date. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
ICE DETECTION RADAR STATUS AND UPGRADE (4-11) 
Tom Kuckertz and Joel Kennedy updated the Board on the status of the ice detection 
radar and proposed upgrade.  Kennedy reported that Alyeska had committed to working 
with USCG and PWSRCAC to get the system back on track.  According to a draft 
PWSRCAC-commissioned report by C-CORE, the proposed upgrade would cost in the 
area of $99,000. 
 
Stephens moved that a letter be sent to the USCG 17th District stating that the Prince 
William Sound waters need protecting and that PWSRCAC wants the USCG to use every 
tool available to protect the waters and request that when the ice radar is operational 
that the Coast Guard be required to use the ice radar in their VTC watch on a daily 
basis. 
Moore provided the second.  Discussion followed.   
 
Knolle pointed out even when the ice detection system is working, by regulation SERVS 
cannot use the radar alone to determine whether there is ice in the transit lanes.  SERVS 
has to use the eyes of the mariners. 
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Kennedy said that it is an issue of trust of what the ice radar technology is telling us.  
He said he trusts it.  He said he believed that the technology is real and the information 
that it produces is real.   He pointed out that the ice detection radar is not an approved 
piece of equipment in the USCG personnel normal training, so he understands CDR 
Verfaillie’s reluctance to bring it into the VTC.  Kennedy also pointed out that the USCG 
does not own the equipment on Reef Island and cannot fix it, but once it is brought into 
the VTC as a tool, then the USCG commander becomes responsible for it even though he 
cannot fix it if it is not operational. 
 
The motion was restated and amended to add copies to be sent to Alaska’s 
congressional delegation, as follows: 
 

To send a letter to the USCG 17th District, Juneau, expressing PWSRCAC’s belief 
that the waters of Prince William Sound should be protected and that the USCG 
should use every tool available to it to do so. To that end, PWSRCAC requests that 
when the ice detection radar is again operational, which it hopes will occur as 
quickly as possible, that the Vessel Traffic Center be required to use the ice 
detection radar in its VTC watch on a daily basis or demonstrate that its current 
systems have an equivalent performance to the ice detection radar at Reef Island.  
Copies of the letter are to be sent to Alaska’s congressional delegation. 

 
The motion passed as amended and restated. 
 
REPORT ON UNANNOUNCED NIGHTTIME OPEN WATER DRILL (4-16) 
Roy Robertson reported on a “real” unannounced drill that was called by ADEC on 
December 10, 2009.  Robertson prefaced his comments by stating that he had been 
asked to report specifically on this no-notice drill by President Steve Lewis.  A written 
report was provided by Robertson as Attachment 4-16 to the briefing sheet.  Robertson 
highlighted some of his observations and comments on the exercise. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments.  Hails and farewells 
were expressed to Port Graham Corporation and Diane Selanoff, and to Lisa Ka’aihue. 

  
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
      
Secretary 
 


