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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

May 6-7, 2010 
Valdez, Alaska  

 
 

Members Present 
Al Burch Kodiak Island Borough 
Sheri Buretta (via teleconference) Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Pat Duffy  Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Jane Eisemann City of Kodiak  
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
John French City of Seward 
Cathy Hart   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 
Marilynn Heddell  City of Whittier 
Blake Johnson Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Stephen Lewis (5/6/10 only) City of Seldovia 
Iver Malutin  Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Thane Miller  Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Dorothy Moore  City of Valdez 
Walter Parker  Oil Spill Environmental Coalition 
Diane Selanoff  Port Graham Corporation 
Paul Selanoff Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council  
Stan Stephens City of Valdez 
Rochelle van den Broek  City of Cordova 
John Velsko City of Homer 
 
Members Absent 
John Allen Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA Council  
 
Ex-Officio Members Present 
Katie Farley Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
LCDR Williams/MST2 Terry Clark  U. S. Coast Guard 
Rhonda Williams  U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
Ron Doyel Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
 
Committee Members Present 
Robert Jaynes POVTS Committee 
Bill Conley POVTS Committee 
Cliff Chambers POVTS Committee 
Jerry Brookman OSPR Committee 
JoAnn Benda TOEM Committee 
Bob Benda  TOEM Committee 
Debasmita Misra SAC Committee 
Savannah Lewis  IE Committee 
Ruth E. Knight IE Committee 
 
Staff Present 
Mark Swanson Executive Director 
Donna Schantz Director of Programs 
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Stan Jones Director of External Affairs 
Linda Robinson Outreach Coordinator 
Gregory Dixon Financial Manager 
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant 
Dan Gilson  Project Manager 
Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Joel Kennedy Project Manager 
Jacquelyn Olson Project Manager Assistant 
Serena Lopez Project Manager Assistant 
Jean Cobb Administrative Assistant 
 
Others Present 
Barry Roberts  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Arthur Knolle Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Kathy Zinn   Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/VMT 
Bruce Painter Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Sharry Miller Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Kevin Poyant  SeaRiver Maritime 
Tom Colby  Alaska Tanker Company 
Anil Mathur Alaska Tanker Company 
Tanya Iden Agnew Beck Consulting 
Schawna Thoma Sen. Mark Begich, Anchorage Office 
Bob Heavilin Alaska Chadux Corp. 
Dan Lawn Environmental Information Services 
Richard Fineberg Research Associates 
Tom Lakosh Citizen 
Pat Caples Alaska Maritime 
Doug Mertz (via teleconf.) Legislative Monitor 
Roy Jones (via teleconf.) Legislative Monitor 
Joe Levesque Legal counsel: Walker & Levesque, LLC 
Bert Cottle Mayor, City of Valdez 
Lisa Von Bargen City of Valdez 
 
Thursday, May 6, 2010 
 
Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions 
The annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens’ Advisory Council was held May 6 and 7, 2010, at the Valdez Civic Center, 
Valdez, Alaska.  President Steve Lewis called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. on 
May 6, 2010.  
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 15 directors were present at the time of the roll 
call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Burch, Buretta, Duffy, 
Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis, Miller, Moore, Parker, 
Stephens, and Velsko.   Diane Selanoff joined the meeting immediately after the call 
to order and Iver Malutin arrived at 8:45 a.m.  
 
Lewis opened introductions by asking for a moment of silence for those killed and 
for the grief of those families who lost loved ones in the initial Deepwater Horizon 
explosion on April 20, 2010.  Mayor Bert Cottle welcomed everyone to Valdez and 
thanked the Valdez representatives and the Council for their continued work on oil 
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spill prevention and associated issues.  He said he had spent time in a 
teleconference with Louisiana representatives and sharing lessons learned from the 
EVOS spill.  He thanked Alyeska for its work with the fishermen to resolve the 
problems with the fishing vessel response fleet. 
 
Introductions followed.  
(Iver Malutin arrived - 16 directors present.) 
 
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green-colored sheet).  The following 
items were added: 

• Preparation for upcoming PWSRCAC-Alyeska contract negotiations was 
added as Item H (a) on the first day’s agenda. 

• A discussion of the BP Gulf of Mexico spill was also added to the May 6th 
agenda as Item J (a).  

The agenda was approved, as amended, on a motion made, seconded, and carried.  
 
DIRECTOR APPOINTMENTS (4-1) 
Executive Director Swanson reviewed with the Board the expiring director seats and 
those nominated to replace or who were re-nominated. 
 
Hart moved to confirm the two-year terms of the selected representatives for each 
of the member entities, as follows: 
 

Walter Parker Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition 
Rochelle van den Broek City of Cordova 
Dorothy Moore City of Valdez 
Pat Duffy Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Marilynn Heddell City of Whittier 
Al Burch Kodiak Island Borough 
Sheri Buretta Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
Paul Selanoff* Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council 

 *pending receipt of final paperwork. 
 
Parker seconded, and after a brief discussion about the pending paperwork from 
Chenega for Paul Selanoff and assurance by Faulkner that the paperwork was 
forthcoming, a roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 Burch Yes 
 Buretta Yes 
 Duffy Yes 
 Eisemann Yes 
 Faulkner Yes 
 French Yes 
 Hart Yes 
 Heddell Yes 
 Johnson Yes 
 Lewis Yes 
 Malutin Yes 
 Miller Yes 
 Moore Yes 
 Parker Yes 
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 Stephens Yes 
 van den Broek Abstain 
The motion carried (16 in favor, one abstention). 
 
(Diane Selanoff arrived – 17 directors present.)  
 
MINUTES (1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4) 
Parker moved to approve the following minutes: 
 

1-1 Minutes of Special Board Meeting of December 17, 2009. 
 1-2 Minutes of Special Board Meeting of January 14, 2010. 
 1-3 Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of January 21-22, 2010. 
 1-4 Minutes of Full Board Poll dated February 2, 2010. 
 
Hart seconded, and the minutes were approved as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Tom Lakosh addressed the Board about USCG documents he had discovered as he 
was preparing a personal FOIA request.  He stated that the documents establish a 
policy for tank and non-tank vessels that declares all of Alaska, Guam and American 
Samoa too remote to enforce OPA 90 regulations.  Lakosh stated that an alternate 
compliance agreement between the USCG and the tank vessel operators, with 
concurrence of ADEC, allows the tank vessels to operate with equipment that is only 
capable of responding in rivers, lakes, and inland waters.  Lakosh stated that this 
should be of great concern to PWSRCAC because in a spill of national significance, 
Alaska would not have equipment available to call on capable of operating in outer 
waters and it would leave downstream communities vulnerable.  He stated this was 
an annual agreement between the USCG, tank vessel operators, and ADEC that 
occurred without public review and appeal procedures and in contravention to c-
plan regulations.   
 
He stated that he had applied to be a member of the OSPR Committee and believed 
he had some unique perspectives to interpret laws and statutory construction of 
regulations and could be a valuable member of that committee.  He also said that as 
a member of the committee he could better explain some of the issues in a more 
generous time format than that available to him in the public comment period at 
the Board meetings. 
 
He went on to further explain federal escort standards and the lack of data on the 
escorts’ ability to prevent groundings, particularly in Valdez Arm at Buoy 9. 
 
Blake Johnson asked Lakosh to provide to staff the USCG documents he referred to.   
 
Tanya Iden Abu of Agnew Beck Consulting, working with National Geographic and 
US  
Forest Service and Fire Service on the Prince William Sound Stories Project, spoke 
about a project to gather and collect stories of people and images who work in 
Prince William Sound, the human use of the Sound and how it is changing over the 
years. She said the purpose was to create a tool to educate people about the Sound, 
how to enjoy it, and about stewardship. 
  
PWSRCAC STANDING COMMITTEE ACTIVITY REPORTS 



210.002.100506.MayMinutes   Page 5  

 
PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS (POVTS): Chair Bob Jaynes 
reported that the committee had met three times since last board meeting.  On the 
ice radar system, Jaynes stated that the ice radar was working again and USCG had 
the system in the Vessel Traffic Center (VTC) and would be using it soon.  He said 
there was a desire by the USCG to enter into a memorandum of agreement 
regarding the ice detection system.  He left further comments on the ice radar and 
the federal legislation on the escort system to the specific agenda items.   
 
He said the committee had identified a desperate need for a weather buoy in Valdez 
Arm, around Point Freemantle/Buoy 9 area in Prince William Sound.  A letter had 
been sent to local boaters, tour companies, charter operators and other 
organizations of Prince William Sound asking for support of a weather buoy.  The 
responses will be forwarded to Sen. Begich asking for his support of a weather buoy 
in this area. 
 
Jaynes reported that the SAFTETUG project analysis was going forward.  Currently, 
a wave specter analysis between the North Sea and Prince William Sound and the 
Gulf of Alaska has been completed and they were working on comparing the data 
between the tugs used in Prince William Sound in the escort system with the tugs 
that were used in the testing with MARIN.   
 
He also reported that the committee was monitoring the Valdez Vessel Emergency 
Response Plan (VERP). 
 
Stan Stephens brought up that there was a non-functioning buoy in the mid-Sound 
that is a safety issue.  Jaynes said the buoy had broken loose and the USCG was 
planning to reset it.  He agreed it was a safety issue and would be an essential tool 
for response to a spill in that area. Joel Kennedy reported that NOAA planned to 
wait until later this summer and would replace it with one with better technology.   
 
On the SAFETUG project, John French stated that the lack of reliable data on the 
Crowley tugs was frustrating because it cannot be compared to the SAFETUG data.   
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (TOEM):  Chair Bob 
Benda reported that there had been no major changes in committee activity since 
the last board meeting.  He said the committee had been participating in the 
SAFETUG analysis and that he would be going to the AMOP Conference in Halifax in 
June.  He also noted that the committee needed additional members as well as a 
new director assigned to the committee in the light of the resignation from the 
Board of Nancy Bird. 
 
OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE (OSPR):  Jerry Brookman reported for the 
committee as interim chair that the committee was reviewing the re-write and 
format of the Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) c-plan.  He said the committee met and 
discussed c-plan contractor team pool and had received good applications for 
additions to this team. 
 
Brookman stated that SERVS had identified a fishing vessel c-plan compliance 
shortage on January 26, 2010 in that the c-plans require at least 189 vessels and 
only 169 were identified fleet-wide at that time.  Alyeska sent a non-readiness letter 
to ADEC on February 2nd.  Since then Alyeska had increased compensation and 
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insurance to the fishing vessel operators for the purpose of retaining vessels in the 
program and additional agreements with the fishing vessel operators were now 
being entered into. 
 
On the PWSRCAC Incident Response Plan (IRP) update, Brookman said staff hoped 
to implement the Scientific Response Plan (SRP) addendum to the IRP at the 
SeaRiver exercise in June.  The addendum was approved during the SAC meeting on 
January 25. 
 
On the Pathfinder grounding and spill, he said staff expected the reports of the 
investigations from the USCG 17th District and the local USCG Valdez Marine Safety 
Unit to be released soon.   
 
Brookman reported that staff sent a letter and report on the analysis of Tank 10 to 
ADEC to stop further extension of the tank internal inspection.  ADEC granted a 
reduction in the inspection interval from four years to two. 
 
Brookman reported that staff went to the OHMSETT testing facility in March to 
observe open water skimmer tests, and staff continued to monitor the testing of the 
Crucial disk skimmers.   
 
He reported that Bob Flint had resigned as chair of committee as of April 13, but 
new applications for membership had been received from Scott Smith and Tom 
Lakosh. 
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC): Dorothy Moore reported that as part of 
the weather station project at Cape St. Elias, staff had facilitated communications 
between  the Marine Exchange of Alaska (MXAK) and the Cape Saint Elias 
Lightkeepers Association for MXAK to use Cape Saint Elias for a VTS repeater site, 
which would benefit all parties.  
 
On the Saline Layering Data Collection project, Moore said the principal investigator 
expected the final report to be completed by the June 30, 2010 deadline and it 
would include data analysis from several seasons, not only the data collected last 
summer. 
 
Moore stated that the committee had selected Auke Bay Lab as the analytical lab for 
the LTEMP sample analysis for the next five years and the Executive Committee 
approved that selection on April 29th.  The SAC committee had approved the 
Scientific Response Plan used to implement the LTEMP sampling process during a 
spill event, and had approved the final LTEMP 2006-2008 Monitoring Report in 
April.  It was currently available for review via the SAC website. 
 
Moore reported that John French’s abstract on dispersants issues had been accepted 
by AMOP for its June 2010 conference in Halifax. 
 
On non-indigenous species, Moore reported that SAC members, as well as staff, 
attended the Marine Invasive Species Workshop held to help identify key issues and 
recommend priority actions to address marine invasive species in Alaska. 
 
Moore reported that staff members as well as board members met with key 
members of the Alaska Legislature in support of HB 12.  Several PWSRCAC member 
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organizations wrote letters of support, but the bill did not make it out of committee 
and would need to be reintroduced next session.   
 
Moore reported that Jennifer Burns and Agota Horel had resigned from the 
committee but Dave Musgrave Ph.D. had applied to be a new member. 
 
French said the non-indigenous species workshop was held at the SeaLife Center in 
March and the report would be available on the website shortly.   
 
INFORMATION & EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC): Chair Patience Faulkner reported 
that the committee was “spreading the word about PWSRCAC” with committee 
members and staff visiting various communities.   
 
She said a staff member attended the marine invasive species workshop in March, 
and continues to work on the marine invasive species education curriculum.  Since 
there were other organizations also doing projects for school education she said 
that the IEC may partner with another organization on the curriculum development. 
 
The committee continued with the Prince William Sound stories project and 
opportunities for children and students to participate in the Sound and the Chugach 
Children’s Project. 
 
Faulkner said that the committee has extensive information on the founding of 
PWSRCAC and it was important to pull the interviews together. 
 
She said that Linda Robinson and Kate Alexander had attended the Citizens Science 
Teacher workshop which was an opportunity for them to educate citizens and train 
them as scientists. Joel Kennedy had taken the lead at the Science & Technology 
Symposium in Valdez in March.   
 
Faulkner announced that there would be an IEC meeting that evening at 6 p.m. at 
the PWSCRCAC office and there would be a teleconference with citizens from the 
Gulf of Mexico. The next committee meeting after that would be May 25.  The AMOP 
conference would be June 9 and John French would be attending and presenting his 
paper on dispersants. 
 
Iver Malutin raised concern about non-indigenous species (NIS) legislation that was 
not introduced in this year’s legislative session.  Steve Lewis echoed the need to 
continue to pursue it.  John Velsko added that the Legislative Affairs Committee 
(LAC) could not do anything by itself if the sponsor of bill would not introduce it to 
the committee.  He said the LAC would try next session and will report in more 
detail in its full report to the Board later in the agenda.  Malutin urged the LAC 
committee to get the coastal communities in Kodiak involved.  Moore said she felt 
there was something fundamentally flawed in the bill that prevented it from being 
introduced.  Stan Jones, in follow up, said that the LAC committee had looked into 
that and it appeared the problem may have been the $145,000 fiscal note attached 
to the bill.  He also said the committee would work on this legislation next session. 
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Barry Roberts gave the VMT report and Arthur Knolle, Director of Prevention, 
Response and Compliance for Valdez SERVS operations, gave the SERVS report. 
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Roberts updated the Board on various corporate personnel re-assignments at the 
VMT.   
 
On safety and environmental performance, Roberts stated there were no days away 
from work and only one minor recordable.   There was a total of 0.01 gallons spilled 
from two minor reportable spills, one from some residual oil of approximately 1½ 
tbs. leaked from a CONEX storing oily absorbants used during the Pathfinder spill.  
The other reported spill was a hydraulic fluid leak of one tsp. from a barge on a 
mooring buoy.   
 
Roberts reported that Alyeska had again received the API Performance Award for 
2009 for the second year in a row in the large operator category for pipelines.    
 
On projects, Roberts stated that the upgrade of manholes in the area of the 
secondary containment dike tanks for the crude oil was expected to be finished this 
year.  The DAF cells renovations would also be completed this year.  The NPDES 
permit was in the hands of the regulators and Alyeska did not expect to receive 
permit approval until some time in early 2011 because of the permit backlog with 
the regulators.  Meanwhile, Alyeska was operating on its existing NPDES permit. 
 
Roberts reported that a third mooring buoy was installed at the east end of the port 
to tie up the extra barge.  The installation was accomplished without any incident or 
injury. 
 
During the first quarter of 2010, VMT operations included 77 tanker loadings, 79 
escorts, and 54.6 million barrels of crude loaded.  He said approximately 18 million 
barrels are being loaded monthly at the present time. 
 
Knolle reported that there were 17 non-emergency tanker assists, and one 
emergency tanker assist with the Kodiak at Hinchinbrook Entrance.  SERVS had also 
conducted seven tether exercises, no towing exercises to date but there were eight 
scheduled before the end of the year.  He said SERVS was actively involved in the 
VMT C-plan re-write.  He spoke briefly of the problems experienced in the fishing 
vessel program (now called the “vessel of opportunity” program), when the number 
of vessels dropped to 169 and below c-plan compliance levels.  He stated that SERVS 
had actively started recruitment under the new terms worked out with the fishing 
vessel operators and the number signed up had increased to approximately 225, a 
33% increase, some of which involved 49 new contracts with those never before in 
the program.  As of May there were a total of 306 vessels available and 450 
contracted.  
 
On drills and exercises, Knolle reported that SERVS participated in the first part of 
the VMT Scenario 4 drill; in June SERVS will participate in the SeaRiver NPREP drill, 
and then in October they will participate in the second phase of the VMT drill.  
 
A general discussion followed on various issues relating to the VMT and SERVS 
operations: 
 
Iver Malutin asked for a breakdown of the fishing vessels by area that are now 
contracted in the vessel of opportunity program to see if there are any weaknesses 
in coverage.  Velsko thanked Roberts, Knolle, Kathy Zinn and others at 
Alyeska/SERVS for averting a problem with the fishing vessel program.  He said 
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there was a lot of work that went into solving the issues and the Tier II vessels are 
happy with the outcome.  He also said that with the formation of the steering 
committee the program was on its way to becoming a viable program again.  He 
noted that there were problems on both sides and that the fishermen have learned 
to speak with a unified voice and this alone had gone a long way to rectifying the 
communications problems.  He also said it was a good example of PWSRCAC 
working with industry to bring issues to a successful conclusion. 
 
In response to a question from French, Knolle stated that there was a project in 
place to take advantage of the crucial skimmer’s advantage of high efficiency rating.  
He said its timing would probably coincide with the next tanker c-plan renewal. 
 
Blake Johnson asked about deferred maintenance projects.  Knolle stated that 
different equipment has different maintenance cycles and there is “padding” built 
into the maintenance schedule to meet compliance deadlines.  Knolle also added 
that deferred maintenance was usually preventative maintenance items and was a 
function test.  If equipment is broken or non-functional it would usually be repaired 
immediately. 
 
Johnson also asked about maintenance on the loading arms.  Zinn reported that an 
Alyeska inspection had been done on the loading arms at the VMT which had 
uncovered wearing on the bearings and swivels that needed to be repaired or 
replaced.  The repairs will be done next year and the parts have already been 
ordered. 
 
Johnson questioned the recent turnover in personnel in the SERVS crews.  Knolle 
confirmed that there had been several who had left recently because of schedule 
changes that had prompted some to leave, but SERVS were hiring more.  Johnson 
expressed concern about the loss of expertise when there is a lot of personnel 
turnover. 
 
Stephens questioned how many storage tanks were permanently out of service and 
how many more will go out of service.  Zinn stated that Tank 16 was scheduled for 
inspection in 2012 and it would be taken out of service, leaving 15 tanks in service. 
 
Lewis noted that all the dispersant stockpiled for use in Prince William Sound had 
been shipped to Gulf of Mexico (GOM) for the BP spill.  He asked everyone to be 
aware of this and to understand that there was an increased need for everyone’s 
vigilance in their daily operations until those stocks were replaced.  He noted that 
while PWSRCAC has some questions with dispersants and their applicability in the 
Alaska environment and also how they are being used in the GOM, they are a 
recognized tool and there is presently a gap in Alaska’s arsenal of tools to respond 
to a spill in Prince William Sound until those stocks are restored.  Knolle stated that 
SERVS has a plan to replace the stock of dispersants as soon as possible but there 
had been a dire need for dispersants in the GOM at this time.  French noted that it 
would take some time to ramp up production and replace the dispersants stocks. 
 
Project Manager Linda Swiss questioned the number of internal inspections 
scheduled for 2012.  Zinn stated that the inspection of Tank 10 would be moved to 
2011 so it could be done with Tank 9 (as they are in the same dike cell). 

Recess:  10:20-10:45 a.m. 
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OPENING COMMENTS  - EX OFFICIOS 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC): Ron Doyel 
reported that the agency was watching events in the Gulf of Mexico and trying to 
learn whatever lessons it could. 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM): Rhonda Williams reported in the absence 
of Joe Hughes and stated that Laura Engles had joined the BLM JPO Section after 
retiring from SERVS.  Williams said the department was busy with many projects 
ongoing at the VMT as well as the pipeline itself.  She reported that PWSRCAC 
Project Manager Tom Kuckertz had attended weekly meetings on the manhole 
project. 
 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG):  MST2 Terry Clark reported that the 
investigation of the Pathfinder grounding was complete and had gone onto the 
USCG 17th District headquarters for review prior to release.  Clark did not have 
details of the final report.   
   
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR):  Katey Farley announced that 
there had been a public workshop in Copper Center the previous day on the Copper 
River Watershed Project to discuss current oversight of the TransAlaska Pipeline 
System’s oversight programs.  A representative from ADNR had attended that 
meeting. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS: SHIPPERS 
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC): Tom Colby announced that there is a great 
deal of information on AIS systems in remote locations at www.mxak.org.  He said 
the website has valuable information to many users for marine domain awareness 
in remote locations.  
 
Colby stated that he had stepped in as interim chair of the Response Planning 
Group (RPG) while Jeff Johnson of BP is in GOM dealing with the BP spill. 
 
As to ATC’s safety and environmental record to date, Colby reported no accidents, 
no injuries, and no incidents year to date.  He also reported that ATC would have its 
second company conference with its deck officers, engine officers, cooks, stewards, 
and engineer mechanics the week following this meeting.  This conference is where 
employees hear how important their job is to overall company operations and a lot 
of technical training is passed along at this conference. 
 
Stephens commended ATC for the standard it has set for the industry on safety and 
environmental performance.   
 
ATC President Anil Mathur, building on Colby’s comments, emphasized that ATC’s 
first focus is on prevention and more specifically the ship to shore connection, and 
secondly to deepen the safety and environmental culture in the workforce.   
   
He spoke of the importance and the needed balance between prevention and 
response and the non-compliance issue that occurred in the fishing vessel program 
for which ADEC demanded an immediate response from ATC (and all the shippers) 
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when the company was addressing an important prevention item: fatigue in the sea 
service personnel.  Mathur said he believed the response demanded by ADEC did 
not warrant a 24 hour response from the shippers at that time.  He conceded that 
the issue was urgent but that ADEC could have given them the weekend or even a 
week, and that would have allowed ATC to complete this important look at a 
prevention issue, as well as respond on the fishing vessel issue.   
 
Velsko countered that the shippers and Alyeska had known about the declining 
participation in the fishing vessel program for some time and had chosen to ignore 
it until it became a non-compliance issue and therefore demanded an escalated 
response.   
 
Colby explained the absences of the other shipper representatives at this meeting.  
He noted that Tom Blanchard (SeaRiver) and Monty Morgan (ConocoPhillips/Polar 
Tankers), were dealing with personal issues that prevented their attendance at this 
meeting, as well as the need for Jeff Johnson and Ed Thompson of BP Shipping to 
deal with issues in the Gulf of Mexico that resulted in their absence from the 
meeting as well. 
 
Stephens requested that Staff send appropriate best wishes to Blanchard and 
Morgan on behalf of PWSRCAC. 
 
PWSRCAC-ALYESKA CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS 
A memorandum to the Board from Executive Director Swanson was circulated 
regarding discussions and the recommendations of the Executive Committee for the 
upcoming process of PWSRCAC-Alyeska contract negotiations.  The 
recommendation was that the Board adopt a three-step process: 
 

(1) That a negotiating team be selected comprised of:  the new council 
president, the council treasurer, the executive director, and one 
additional board member interested in serving with appropriate business 
or negotiations experience. 
 

(2) That this negotiating team meet, to establish their negotiation objectives, 
strategy and any negotiation range limitations and then present these to 
the executive committee or possibly to the full board (by special poll) for 
consideration and approval. 

 
(3) That the negotiating team meet with Alyeska executives and to discuss 

and agree the upcoming three year funding contract at any level that falls 
within the constraints pre-agreed by the full council. 

 
Steve Lewis introduced the recommendation and asked the Board to adopt the 
recommended process.  He also recommended that the individuals for the 
negotiating team be selected the following day after the election of officers and the 
executive committee. 
 
Johnson suggested that the group include one or two additional board members 
given the summer schedule and travel commitments of several board members.  
Faulkner suggested that minor amendments could be made the following day when 
the team is finally appointed. 
 



210.002.100506.MayMinutes   Page 12  

Faulkner moved to adopt the recommended process for the PWSRCAC-Alyeska 
contract negotiations as outlined in the Executive Director’s memorandum to the 
Board dated May 6, 2010, with one additional board member added to the 
negotiation team. Hart provided the second, and the motion was approved without 
objection. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE BOARD 
President Steve Lewis said that the issues of focus for his president’s report had 
been a moving target given the events in the Gulf of Mexico in the last three weeks. 
 
Lewis commended Donna Schantz personally for the work she did as Acting 
Executive Director, and introduced Resolution 10-2 commending Schantz’ efforts 
for Board approval.  Lewis read the resolution. 
 

WHEREAS, on February 21, 2009, the Executive Committee of the Prince 
William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council appointed Donna Schantz 
to the position of Acting Executive Director; 
 
WHEREAS, Donna Schantz diligently and professionally carried out the 
management responsibilities to keep the PWSRCAC operating in the manner 
specified by the Board of Directors; 
 
WHEREAS, while carrying out the duties of Acting Executive Director, Donna 
Schantz also continued to fulfill all of the job functions of her current position, 
Director of Programs;  
 
WHEREAS, also while carrying out the duties of Acting Executive Director, 
Donna Schantz guided the PWSRCAC staff with diligence and true 
professionalism; and 
 
WHEREAS, this dual role was performed at considerable personal sacrifice, 
including working extra and extended hours beyond those called for by her 
current position; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council hereby commends and thanks Donna 
Schantz for her hard work and dedication over the past 14 months; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council looks forward with heartfelt gratitude to Donna Schantz’ 
continued service to the organization as she resumes her former role as 
Director of Programs. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council Board of Directors on the 6th day of May, 2010. 

Burch moved approval of Resolution 10-02.  Malutin seconded, and resolution was 
approved by unanimous consent.  Lewis presented Schantz with the signed 
resolution to a standing ovation. 
 
Swanson stated that in recognition of the time that Schantz gave on behalf of 
PWSRCAC when she took on the position of Acting Executive Director, in addition to 
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her position as Director of Programs and for such an extended period of time, she 
had been given four weeks of additional leave and three years in which to use it.   
 
Lewis continued with his President’s Report.  He commented on the PWSRCAC-
Alyeska Joint Executives Meetings and said he disagreed with a recent suggestion by 
Kathy Zinn that Alyeska’s CEO Kevin Hostler’s attendance not be required at those 
meetings and that the meetings be conducted with his reports.  Lewis said he 
disagreed with that approach and said it gave the appearance of Alyeska/Hostler’s 
lack of ownership of his operation and that his time was too important to meet with 
PWSRCAC.  As another example of bad corporate attitude and lack of ownership of 
operation, he spoke of BP’s public statements and arrogant attitude towards the 
citizens and regulators about the Deepwater Horizon spill and BP’s attempt to 
deflect blame to contractors.   
 
He thanked those on the Board who worked on the executive director selection 
process.  He also thanked those who worked on rectifying the problems with the 
fishing vessel program but was concerned that it took a near crisis to resolve the 
first step of the process. 
 
The board thanked Lewis for his service as president for the past year with a round 
of applause. 
 
Lunch Recess 11:45 am -1:00pm 
 
For the Good of the Order 
During the lunch recess, USCG’s CDR. Williams arrived and joined the meeting as 
the USCG representative at council table. 
 
Lewis reminded those present of the IEC meeting at 6pm to gather input from the 
group at large of what informational resources PWSCRCAC may have to help the 
communities in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT TO THE BOARD (2-1) 
Executive Director Mark Swanson noted that he had been on the job for only three 
weeks.  He said his first objective was to get out to meet with other entities and ex 
officio agencies and to get a feel for PWSRCAC’s relationship with them.   
 
In the three short weeks in the position, the high interest items had been resolution 
of the fishing vessel program crisis, and then just as that resolved, the Gulf of 
Mexico BP spill occurred.  
 
Swanson said he planned to have a regular presence in the Anchorage office at least 
two or three days every other week.  He said he felt this was prudent for effective 
management and it would give him the opportunity to leverage travel to 
communities and entities outside of Prince William Sound proper. 
 
DISCUSSION OF PWSRCAC’S POTENTIAL INVOLVEMENT WITH THE GOM BP 
SPILL 
Swanson led off discussion of PWSRCAC’s potential involvement with the Gulf of 
Mexico BP spill by giving a brief overview of PWSRCAC’s experience and history on a 
large oil spill and areas where PWSRCAC has some experience.  He said PWSRCAC’s 
role would be three-fold: assist, advise, and educate.  In assisting and educating 
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there was much information that the PWSRCAC had compiled over the years.  The 
advising aspect that could be passed along to those in the Gulf of Mexico would be 
personal to those who were affected by the EVOS spill.  As to education, there is the 
education of PWSRCAC as things happen in Gulf of Mexico and the education of the 
communities of the spilled-affected area from the Deepwater Horizon.  He said that 
PWSRCAC would use the opportunity to better educate itself and others and 
basically share with others those lessons, all the while being mindful of the 
PWSRCAC charter. 
 
Stan Jones summarized some of the things staff had already done. He said 
PWSRCAC had been contacted repeatedly by news media organizations on 
comparisons with the EVOS spill and by non-media.  Jones said PWSRCAC seemed to 
be the sole source of information on the social impacts and community impacts 
information.  He said it was important that PWSRCAC come across as an honest 
information broker and give accurate information as known to it.   
 
Jones reported that Linda Robinson had been working through IEC to answer 
questions and disseminate information, Joe Banta had sent out 30 peer listener 
DVDs and the peer listener guidebook, Patience Faulkner would head to the Gulf of 
Mexico later in the month at NOAA’s request, and Joe Banta had also been invited to 
the Gulf at the request of SeaGrant. 
 
Jones noted the breadth and depth of interest in PWSRCAC since the Gulf of Mexico 
spill started and that most of the people staff was dealing with had never heard the 
PWSRCAC name until the past three weeks. 
 
Swanson stated that there was desire to help and that people were being asked to go 
based on their specific expertise.  He said PWSRCAC should also solicit a request to 
go and observe and to learn and that while staff’s travel would be covered by the 
requesting entity, PWSRCAC would continue to pay the staff salary. That action 
would need board approval to comply with PWRCAC’s charter. 
 
A general discussion followed.  Lewis encouraged everyone interested to attend the 
IEC meeting immediately following the recess of board meeting that evening. 
 
Hart stated that while it was important for PWSRCAC to do what it could to comply 
with requests for staff to travel to the GOM, it was also important to be mindful that 
enough staff remain in Alaska to handle PWSRCAC’s business here. 
 
Parker noted that sharing information in a chaotic situation is always difficult 
without a forum.  French noted that not all PWSRCAC information from the EVOS 
spill would be transferable to the GOM and that staff should be mindful of that. 
 
Swanson stated that this GOM spill was a chance to further PWSRCAC’s mission on 
regulatory oversight, prevention and citizen oversight.  He asked for input from the 
Board and the communities it represents that they would like staff to pursue.  Lewis 
said that the Board was in concurrence with Swanson’s authority to do those things 
already mentioned.  He asked all Board members to get back to Swanson with ideas 
as he had requested. 
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Thane Miller said that PWSRCAC should see what it could do to further its long-
range goals, but at the same time do what it can do to assist in Gulf of Mexico and 
the country as a whole. 
   
Stephens noted that most of the news organizations that had contacted PWSRCAC 
wanted to know how the Sound is now and whether it has recovered.  He 
emphasized the importance of citizen’s groups and the importance of oversight of 
all industry operations that have the potential to pollute the environment.  He said 
it was important to let the citizens of the GOM know that PWSRCAC believes that 
citizen’s groups work.  
 
For the Good of the Order 
Dorothy Moore introduced Lisa Von Bargen with the City of Valdez, Department of 
Community & Economic Development, as well as Bruce Painter, Dan Lawn, and 
Richard Fineberg who had just joined the meeting. 
 
FY2011 BUDGET APPROVAL 
The FY2011 budget was presented for approval. 
 
Parker moved to approve the FY2011 budget entitled FY2011 draft of April 3, 2010, 
as presented and discussed at the budget workshop on May 5, 2010, in the total 
budget amount of $3,321,214.   Hart provided the second.  A brief discussion 
followed.   
 
Swanson thanked Finance Manager Gregory Dixon for putting forth a balanced 
budget.  Moore noted that the budget document was a plan of action that could be 
changed down the line.  Hart noted that the Board looked at travel costs and had 
considered cutting the travel budget, but given that some unanticipated travel may 
be involved with travel to the Gulf of Mexico, the Board had left the travel budget 
as-is.   
 
Lewis called for a roll call vote: 
 Burch Yes 
 Buretta Yes 
 Duffy Yes 
 Eisemann Yes 
 Faulkner Yes 
 French Yes 
 Hart Yes 
 Heddell Yes 
 Johnson Yes 
 Lewis Yes 
 Malutin Yes 
 Miller Yes 
 Moore Yes 
 Parker Yes 
 Stephens Yes 
 Van den Broek Abstain 
 Velsko Yes 
 
The FY 2011 budget was approved 16 in favor, one abstention. 
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CONSENT AGENDA (3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5) 
Velsko moved to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 
 

3-1 APPROVAL OF PWSRCAC’S SCIENTIFIC RESPONSE PLAN 
Acceptance of the Scientific Response Plan (SRP) - Version 14 dated January 
26, 2010. 

 
3-2 LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING ANNUAL REPORT 
APPROVAL 
Acceptance of the LTEMP report titled “Long Term Environmental Monitoring 
Program Final 2006-2008 LTEMP Monitoring Report,” prepared by Payne 
Environmental Consultants, Inc., as meeting the terms of the contract. 
 
3-3 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PWSRCAC CHECK SIGNERS 
Adoption of the corporate resolutions provided by First National Bank Alaska 
to update PWSRCAC’s three accounts. 
 
3-4 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MASTERCARD ACCOUNT AT FNBA 
Adoption of the corporate resolution provided by First National Bank Alaska 
to update PWSRCAC’s MasterCard account. 
 
3-5 CONTINGENCY PLAN TECHNICAL EXPERTS & FY2011 CONTRACT 
APPROVALS 
 

A. Approval of the following contractors for technical support on 
PWSRCAC’s c-plan projects:  Harvey Consulting; Nuka Research & 
Planning Group, LLC; E-Tech International; ASRC Energy; and Tinaa’ 
Enterprises. 

B. Authorization of individual contracts with selected consultants for 
professional services with the aggregate total not to exceed the 
amount approved for c-plan project contracts (Project 651) in the final 
FY2011 budget ($64,480). 

 
Parker provided the second, and the budget was approved by unanimous consent. 
 
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Lewis explained that in an effort to achieve a better transition to the new Executive 
Committee and to move the Executive Committee responsibility around among all 
the directors, the Board had approached nominations for officers and member-at-
large positions differently this year with a nominating committee process.  He went 
on to explain that there had originally been three nominees for president, but two 
later dropped out.  Walt Parker remained as the sole nominee for president from the 
nominating committee process.  After nominations were taken from the floor and 
those nominations closed, ballots would be distributed.  Board members were 
instructed to mark their ballots and deliver them to Jennifer Fleming in a sealed 
envelope by 8:30 a.m. the following day in order for their vote to count.  A brief 
discussion followed on the new process and whether the balloting should occur 
immediately under the new process. It was agreed by consensus to leave voting until 
the following day as outlined by Lewis. 
 
Lewis then opened the floor to nominations. 
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For President:  
Johnson nominated Walt Parker. 

 
For Vice President:   
Hart nominated Dorothy Moore. 
French nominated Patience Andersen Faulkner, but Faulkner declined. 
French nominated Cathy Hart, but Hart declined. 

 
For Treasurer: 
Moore nominated Cathy Hart. 
French nominated Sheri Buretta. 

 
For Secretary: 
Moore nominated Thane Miller. 
 
Member-at-Large (three positions): 
Velsko nominated Blake Johnson. 
Velsko nominated John French. 
Velsko nominated Al Burch, but Burch declined. 
Eisemann nominated Cathy Hart. 
Miller nominated Pat Duffy.  

 
There being no more nominations from the floor, nominations were closed.  Ballots 
were distributed and were to be delivered to Executive Assistant Jennifer Fleming by 
8:30 a.m. the following morning and results would then be announced. 
 
ICE DETECTION RADAR SYSTEM FV PROGRAM (4-2) 
Joel Kennedy updated the Board on the status of the ice radar system, including the 
current operational status of the system, and correspondence with the U.S. Coast 
Guard 17th District regarding use of the system.  He also presented an action item 
on a proposal for upgrading the system. 
 
Miller asked if it was possible to make the system available via the Internet to all 
mariners.   
 
CDR Williams stated that the USCG is looking into integrating the ice detection 
radar data into Port and Waterways System (PAWS) and into any future systems 
besides PAWS.   
 
French moved to approve:   
 

A. Approval of the C-Core Report titled “Recommendations to upgrade of Reef 
Island Ice Detection Radar.” 

 
B. Delegation of authority to the Executive Committee to enter into a contract(s) 

with selected consultant(s) for professional services with the aggregate total 
not to exceed the amount approved for ice detection radar contracts (Project 
855) in the final FY2011 budget. [Note the proposed amount for contracts in 
the draft FY2011 budget for this project was $40,000.] 

 
Hart seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
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For the Good of the Order 
The order of Items P and O on the agenda was swapped to accommodate time 
issues. 
 
PRESENTATION BY BOB HEAVILIN OF THE ALASKA CHADUX CORPORATION (4-
4) 
Bob Heavilin, General Manager of Alaska Chadux Corporation, gave a presentation 
on the organization and workings of the member-funded, not-for-profit oil spill 
response organization known as Alaska Chadux Corporation which is 
headquartered in Anchorage.  He explained that Alaska Chadux is classified as an 
oil spill removal organization (OSRO) by the USCG and is registered as the primary 
response action contractor and a non-tank vessel cleanup contractor with the State 
of Alaska.  
 
Recess: 3:32 p.m. – 3:37 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION WITH BOB KING AND SHAWNA THOMA OF SEN. MARK BEGICH’S 
OFFICE 
Shawna Thoma and Bob King (via teleconference) updated the Board on the Coast 
Guard appropriations bill and the federal legislation on the dual escorts.  They 
reported that the Coast Guard appropriations bill had been “hot lined” out of the 
Senate and had already passed in the House.  This was good news for Alaska in that 
it included the language on maintaining the dual escorts and the OSRI funding bill.  
King noted that the differences between the Senate and House versions would have 
to be reconciled and the final vote may not be until the summer or maybe later. 
 
King also reported that Sen. Begich had co-sponsored a bill with Sen. Murkowski 
which would raise the oil spill liability trust fund by $10 billion and the per barrel 
assessment by $0.01.  He said Sen. Begich was also looking at other options to 
increase oil spill research and his office was monitoring the GOM spill very closely. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
Item O – Update on Fishing Vessel Program – was postponed until the following 
morning’s agenda. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Parker moved and Burch seconded to go into executive session to discuss Item 4-6 
Committee Member Appointments and a Board Communications policy and Code of 
Conduct.  The motion passed without objection. 
 
Recess 
The open session recessed at 4:05 p.m. 
 
Friday, May 7, 2010 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER 
Vice President Walt Parker called the meeting back to order on Friday, May 7, 2010, 
at 8:30 a.m., in lieu of Steve Lewis.   At the time of the roll call there were 15 
directors present: Burch, Buretta (via teleconference), Duffy, Eisemann, Faulkner, 
French, Hart, Heddell, Malutin, Miller, Moore, Parker, Stephens, van den Broek, and 
Velsko. 
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For the Good of the Order – Election Ballots 
For the good of the order, Parker announced that balloting was now closed. 
 
DISCUSSIONS WITH SEN. JOHN COGHILL 
(This item was moved up from Item H to accommodate Sen. Coghill’s schedule.) 
Sen. John Coghill addressed the council briefly and said he appreciated the work 
PWSRCAC does and he was willing to step up and help with issues that PWSRCAC 
was involved with.  He noted the extensive size and diversity of the area of the state 
that he represents in the Alaska State Senate.  He said he would work on the Coastal 
Zone Management issue.  As to the natural gas pipeline, he noted that everyone 
wants it, but economics will drive the project and that oil was still more valuable 
than the gas.  He said he supported the escort tug issue, and would need 
PWSRCAC’s help to learn more about invasive species issues.  He also noted that his 
senate district includes both inland and coastal areas and that he needed to 
understand them both well. 
 
A brief open exchange of ideas and questions and answers followed the senator’s 
initial remarks. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
Stan Stephens requested the floor to make a statement.  He emphasized that it was 
important for everyone to realize that the oil hitting the shores in Louisiana from 
the BP spill had dispersant in it and there was a need to protect the oceans from 
unnecessary toxicity.  He read from a New York Times article about the failure of 
regulators to monitor industry on the shutoff valves on drilling rigs. 
 
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Parker reported that the Board had discussed committee member appointments and 
applications and a Board communications policy and code of conduct in executive 
session and was now ready to take action. 
 
 Committee Member Appointments (4-6) 

 
Miller moved to approve the Committee Member Appointments as listed in 
the briefing sheet 4-6 with the following revisions: 

• Addition of Ruth E. Knight to I&E Committee. 
• Seat Rochelle van den Broek as the Director on the TOEM Committee. 
• Removal of Tom Lakosh’s name from the OSPR Committee. 

Eisemann seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
Board Communications and Code of Conduct. 
 
Parker reported that the Board had listened to advice from legal counsel on 
Board communications and a code of conduct and recommended that the 
Board establish a Governance Committee to propose changes to the bylaws 
and policies to better establish and enforce an organizational Code of 
Conduct. 
 
Velsko moved and Hart seconded that the Board establish an ad hoc 
Governance Review Committee to propose changes to the Bylaws and Policies 
to better establish and enforce an organizational Code of Conduct. 
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Eisemann clarified that the work of the Governance Committee would be to 
come up with a code of conduct document that everyone would sign.  A brief 
discussion followed on whether the committee should be ad hoc or a 
standing committee, and it was agreed the committee would be ad hoc for 
the stated purpose.  The motion passed without objection. 

 
Parker asked for volunteers to serve on the Governance Committee: 
Moore moved and Hart seconded to approve the appointment of an ad hoc  
Governance Review Committee to consist of van den Broek, Faulkner, 
Eisemann, and Buretta.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Parker announced the results of the election: 
 
President:  Walt Parker 
Vice President: Dorothy Moore 
Treasurer:  Sheri Buretta 
Secretary:  Thane Miller 
Members-at-Large Blake Johnson and Pat Duffy, and tie for the third seat.   
 
Parker then announced there would be a runoff election between John French and 
Cathy Hart for the third member-at-large seat.  New ballots were distributed, 
marked, and collected by staff.  Parker directed the two Board members on 
teleconference -- Buretta and Heddell -- to communicate their respective votes to 
Executive Assistant Jennifer Fleming. Diane Selanoff, who did not vote in the first 
ballot, was not allowed to vote in the runoff on the advice of legal counsel. 
 
Recess:  9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 
 
After the second balloting was tallied, Parker announced that Cathy Hart was 
elected to the third member-at-large seat. 
 
Parker continued as chair for the remainder of meeting.  In brief remarks to the 
Board, he said that he was amazed at how much time departing president Steve 
Lewis was able to spend in Valdez and the Anchorage office, all the while 
commuting to and from Seldovia and to his work on the North Slope.  Parker said he 
would continue his other federal appointments but envisioned a busy three years 
ahead for PWSRCAC and promised he would do everything possible to ensure that 
PWSRCAC’s primary duties to Prince William Sound were not impacted by those in 
the Gulf of Mexico.  He hoped that what PWSRCAC learned there could be used to 
bolster its mission towards the safe transportation of oil from Valdez. 
 
UPDATE ON ALYESKA/SERVS FISHING VESSEL PROGRAM (4-3) 
Project Manager Dan Gilson gave a general update on the Alyeska/SERVS Fishing 
Vessel Program and the shortfall of vessels voluntarily reported on February 2, 
2010, by Alyeska to ADEC and the current resolution of that issue.  A briefing sheet 
was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-3 that outlined the timeline and the 
issues.   Gilson reported that in late April, Alyeska/SERVS offered an increase in 
compensation to the fishing vessel owners.  Additionally, a working group was 
formed to determine the appropriate number of vessels needed by the c-plan.  The 
results of that working group were expected the week following the meeting.  
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Alyeska had also approached PWSRCAC during this time about a possible joint 
project looking at the root cause of the decline of participation of the fishing 
vessels in the program and other issues related to training and compensation.  That 
joint project idea was still on the table. 
 
Velsko stated that Zinn had spoken to him about a steering committee with fishing 
vessel representatives.  He suggested that PWSRCAC explore whether it could 
participate in that steering committee. Swanson said that he had met with Zinn and 
made the same suggestion, but the idea was rebuffed because the committee would 
be largely contemplating commercial issues.  However, Swanson felt it should revisit 
the request, and PWSRCAC could certainly look at whether the steering committee 
was sufficient to make sure the commercial issues were addressed in the future.  
 
Roberts noted that the program had been renamed Vessels of Opportunity because 
the program now encompasses vessels other than fishing vessels that could meet 
SERVS needs. 
 
Parker thanked everyone who worked on the issue and on the resolution.  Swanson 
also thanked Roy Robertson and Alyeska/SERVS for keeping the lines of 
communication open and listening to the concerns of those involved. 
(This was an information only item.) 
 
2009 ANNUAL DRILL MONITORING REPORT (4-7) 
Dan Gilson presented the 2009 Annual Drill Monitoring Report to the Board for 
approval in the absence of Drill Monitor Roy Robertson.  The report, which 
summarized the drills and exercises attended by PWSRCAC staff in 2009, was 
included in the meeting notebook, along with the briefing sheet, as Item 4-7.   
 
Hart moved to approve the 2009 Drill Monitoring Annual Report.  French 
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 

For the Good of the Order 
Stan Jones announced news from Roy Jones in Washington, DC, that the Coast 
Guard Appropriation Bill had been passed by the Senate that morning and would 
move to reconciliation with the House bill passed earlier.  There was a round of 
applause to this announcement.  Stan Jones thanked Roy Jones for his tireless 
efforts on PWSRCAC’s behalf to get the legislation through. 
 
PRESENTATION ON JUNE 2010 SEARIVER DRILL (4-8) 
Gilson outlined the upcoming SeaRiver Maritime drill to be held June 8-10, 2010, in 
Valdez, to fulfill their National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (NPREP) 
regulatory requirements for the USCG. PWSCRCAC’s involvement would be to 
activate parts of its Incident Response Plan (IRP) in conjunction with the drill, 
focusing on internal and external communications and the mobilization of the 
Valdez office for PWSRCAC’s response operations.  As outlined in the briefing sheet 
(Item 4-8), Gilson explained that it was staff’s hope to engage the Board of Directors 
in real time during this drill with an emphasis on communications, soliciting input, 
and engaging in discussions related to the spill response.  Gilson noted that 
PWSRCAC’s IRP was last practiced in 2001 and it was hoped that it would be a good 
practice for the Board. 
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Swanson said that the Board would be practicing its roles and decision-making 
processes in the event of an incident in Prince William Sound, something that the 
people of the Gulf of Mexico do not have at the present time. 
 
Tom Lakosh (via teleconference) asked if the encounter rates would be monitored 
during the drill.  Gilson said he believed that recovery rates would be based on 
skimming capabilities. ADEC’s Ron Doyel said it was his understanding that this 
would occur, but could not say definitively. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
UPDATE ON PWS TANKER PLAN AMENDMENT (4-9) 
Project Manager Linda Swiss updated the Board on the status of the Prince William 
Sound Tanker C-Plan Amendment of December 2009 which proposed changes to 
both the Core Plan and the SERVS Technical Manual.  The proposed changes sought 
by the planholders could result in reduced response capacity compared with the 
current plan.   The proposed changes related to assumptions and calculations of 
recovery rates, storage capacity, response times, and assignment of equipment, 
personnel and vessels.  A briefing sheet and PWSRCAC’s comments and requests for 
additional information (RFAI) to the plan amendment were included in the meeting 
notebook as Item 4-9 and 4-9 Attachment A, respectively. 
 
Discussion followed the presentation.  In response to a question from Eisemann 
about when the amendment would be approved, Swiss noted that there is no 
current deadline for approval and ADEC had not yet set a deadline for responses to 
the RFAIs that were received during the public comment period. Several Board 
members emphasized the importance of this issue to PWSRCAC.   
 
For the Good of the Order 
Item J Annual Update and Seating of LAC taken out of order to accommodate time 
constraints. 
 
ANNUAL UPDATE AND SEATING OF THE LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (4-
12) 
PWSRCAC Legislative Monitor Doug Mertz (via teleconference) reported on the 
legislation of interest to PWSRCAC in the current Alaska legislative session which 
had just ended.  He said the Legislature had failed to put through the two items 
PWSRCAC was promoting/monitoring.  The first was a bill to create an invasive 
species council to make a more rational and cost-effective system for monitoring 
and dealing with invasive species.  Despite some good education efforts, Mertz 
reported the bill did not even get a hearing in the committee chaired by the sponsor 
of the bill. 
 
The second measure was to reform of the Coastal Zone Management Program to 
give communities more say in what goes on in coastal development in their 
communities.  He noted that there was much support from communities, but the 
committee chairs were able to keep it from going anywhere.  It will be re-introduced 
next year and there will be a push from rural legislators to get it passed, but 
Governor Parnell was staunchly against it. 
 
Mertz went on to report that the ADEC budget was flat and had been for several 
years with the resulting effect that ADEC’s abilities go down each year with 
inflation.   He said that following the fall election; there would inevitably be some 
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shifting of leadership positions in next year’s Legislature.  He said those leadership 
positions would be important, than in the past, because the shortened 90-day 
session gave the committee chairs a lot of power to kill or bottle up bills they did 
not want.  Mertz noted that the other big change may be the Gulf of Mexico spill, in 
that it could provide an opportunity to bring up again the lack of response funding 
for ADEC should an incident occur in Prince William Sound.   
 
In conclusion, Mertz urged the Council to have things it wanted addressed lined up 
before the start of the next session.  
 
The following were appointed as the provisional LAC for this year: 
Malutin, French, Velsko, Johnson, Burch (pending acceptance), Faulkner, Duffy.  It 
was agreed that final appointments to the committee would be done in 
approximately a week so those not present at this time had the opportunity to 
volunteer.  
 
VOLUNTEER REFRESHER AND ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW (4-10) 
Linda Robinson gave an overview of the history of the creation and formation of 
PWSRCAC and its mission.  This presentation was designed to teach or remind 
volunteers and staff about PWSRCAC’s mission, its organization, responsibilities, 
and programs/projects.  
 
A general discussion followed. Faulkner suggested that PWSRCAC’s 800 telephone 
number be included on board members’ business cards.  Malutin commended 
Robinson for her presentation and her recent work at ComFish in Kodiak.  He also 
suggested that the Board of Directors have a group photo taken annually for the 
organization’s history. 
 
(This was an information only item.) 
 
ANNUAL SEATING OF LONG-RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE (4-11) 
Swanson led a solicitation of volunteers for the Long-Range Planning Committee 
and encouraged everyone to step up who desired to set the course of the 
organization. 
 
Hart (volunteered to chair), French, Diane Selanof, and Faulkner all volunteered to 
serve and were appointed as the provisional committee.  Final appointments were 
deferred for one week to allow those not present at this time have the opportunity 
to volunteer. 
 
ANNUAL SEATING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE (4-13) 
Swanson led a call for volunteers for the Finance Committee.   
 
The following were appointed as the Finance Committee: Buretta (chair as 
Treasurer), Duffy, Heddell, and Velsko.   French said he would serve if needed or if 
one of the others were unable to serve at some point. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF PWSRCAC-ALYESKA CONTRACT NEGOTIATING TEAM 
Moore raised the issue of appointing a negotiating team to work on PWSRCAC’s 
funding negotiations with Alyeska. 
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Moore moved to approve an Alyeska funding contract negotiating team consisting 
of the officers of PWSRCAC and Stan Stephens.  French seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
For the good of the Order 
Faulkner reported briefly on the IEC teleconference meeting the previous evening on 
the Gulf of Mexico spill.  She stated that the committee had tried to respond 
honestly to the questions from the residents of the Gulf and give them information 
and suggestions on resources to grasp right now. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
None. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments. 
 
Hails and farewells were expressed to Executive Director Swanson, Rochelle van den 
Broek, Nancy Bird, and Paul Selanoff. 
 
Thanks were extended to Steve Lewis and to Donna Schantz for their outstanding 
work and time on behalf of the organization. 
 
Staff was asked to send suitable expressions of the Council’s thoughts and wishes 
to SeaRiver’s Tom Blanchard and Polar Tankers’ Monty Morgan, and letters of 
appreciation to those outside PWSRCAC who have helped move issues along, such 
as those involved with the recent ice radar issues, etc.  
  
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
     
Secretary 
 
 


