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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – September 2010 
 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
 Sponsors: Linda Robinson, Joe Banta, Stan 

Jones 
 Project number and name or topic: 370 - Gulf of Mexico – Deepwater 

Horizon Incident 
 
1. Description of agenda item:  Update by staff and volunteers, and discussion on 
activities of the council since the Deepwater Horizon incident occurred on April 20th. 
Linda Robinson will discuss the council's role in facilitating fact-finding visits by Gulf 
visitors since the Deepwater spill. Joe Banta will describe his work in visiting the Gulf, 
as well as his Congressional testimony. Stan Jones will discuss media contacts, and the 
council's interactions with Gulf citizens and lawmakers in response to inquiries about 
the possibility of federal legislation to establish citizen oversight in the Gulf. 
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC:  As a model for citizens’ oversight, 
Council staff and volunteers have been invited to the GOM region for assistance, and 
have been involved in organized visits from at least two groups. 
 
3. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: PWSRCAC has chiefly 
pursued a three-fold role with respect to the Gulf of Mexico: assist, advise, and 
educate.  In assisting and educating, PWSRCAC has provided much information—
especially on socioeconomic impacts and healing—compiled by council over the years, 
while itself being educated by monitoring activities and developments in the Gulf oil 
spill and response. As for advising, the council worked with Gulf citizens and with 
federal legislators to explain how citizen oversight works and how it could be applied 
in the Gulf. Throughout, PWSRCAC has attempted to serve as an honest information 
broker, sharing what we know from our work in Prince William Sound while refraining 
from authoritative pronouncements on matters where we lack expertise, such as the 
particulars of conditions, events, and circumstances in the Gulf of Mexico. As a result, 
Gulf citizens may be better able to cope with the impacts of the Deepwater spill and 
better prepared to prevent such incidents in the future, while PWSRCAC will be able to 
use lessons from the Gulf to improve the effectiveness of its work in Prince William 
Sound. 
 
4. Relationship to LRP and Budget: This item was not considered in the long range 
plan or board approved budget for FY2011.  However, a cost center was created (3700) 
to track and account for any PWSRCAC funds expended on efforts related to the Gulf 
of Mexico spill.   
 
5. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: None, item is for information only.  
 
6. Attachments: None.   


