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1. Description of agenda item:  At the May 2010 Board meeting a detailed 
presentation was provided on the status of the Alyeska/SERVS fishing vessel program.  
This agenda item is intended to brief the Board on any new developments with the 
program since the May meeting.  The total number of trained and response-ready 
fishing vessels needed to meet all requirements of the response-planning standard in 
the first 72 hours has proven to be a source of confusion and misunderstanding.  
Because of this, a work group was formed through the Prince William Sound Tanker 
contingency plan steering committee process that is tasked with reviewing the tactics 
and worst case scenario in the plan to arrive at a final number of fishing vessels 
required for the first 72 of a response.  The workgroup has developed some 
preliminary numbers, but there are some outstanding questions that remain to be 
answered in order to complete this process.  In addition, the proposal by 
Alyeska/SERVS for PWSRCAC to assist in coming up with a longer-term solution to 
maintaining a robust fishing vessel program is still being considered.  This 
collaborative effort could involve a cost sharing arrangement whereby a third-party 
consultant would be hired to independently identify the causal factors precipitating 
the decline in the fishing vessel program and to outline recommendations to ensure a 
robust and sustainable fishing vessel program going forward.   
  
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC:  Fishing vessel responders are a vital 
part of the oil spill response system as detailed in the contingency plans for both the 
Valdez Marine Terminal and Tankers.  For example, almost all of the response tactics 
described in the SERVS Technical Manual require the fishing vessels and their trained 
crews.  In addition, fishing vessels that responded during the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
were critical and provided the majority of the response platforms used to protect 
sensitive areas and recover and clean up the oil. These fishing vessels are the backbone 
of the response system in Prince William Sound, and it is very important that the 
PWSRCAC advocate for ensuring that there are enough trained vessels ready and 
available to respond should there be an oil spill. 
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item:  None. 
 
4. Committee Recommendation:  The OSPR Committee has been briefed with the 
issues to date. 
 
5. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: None, this is an information item 
only. 
 
6. Attachments: None.  


