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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

September 16-17, 2010 
Seldovia, Alaska  

 
 
 
 

Members Present 
John Allen (via teleconference) Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA 
Council 
Al Burch Kodiak Island Borough 
Pat Duffy (via teleconference) Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Jane Eisemann City of Kodiak  
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
John French City of Seward 
Cathy Hart   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 
Marilynn Heddell  City of Whittier 
Blake Johnson Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Stephen Lewis City of Seldovia 
Iver Malutin  Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Thane Miller  Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Dorothy Moore  City of Valdez 
Walter Parker  Oil Spill Environmental Coalition 
Diane Selanoff  Port Graham Corporation 
Rochelle van den Broek (via teleconference) City of Cordova 
 
Members Absent 
Sheri Buretta  Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Paul Selanoff Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council  
Stan Stephens City of Valdez 
John Velsko City of Homer 
  
Ex-Officio Members Present 
Katie Farley Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
Bill Wise U. S. Coast Guard 
Ron Doyel (via teleconference) Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Joe Hughes (via teleconference) Bureau of Land Management 
Scott Pegau  Oil Spill Recovery Institute 
Pamela Bergmann (via teleconference) US Dept. of the Interior 
 
Committee Members Present 
Robert Jaynes POVTS Committee 
Cliff Chambers POVTS Committee 
Pete Heddell POVTS Committee 
Jerry Brookman OSPR Committee 
Savannah Lewis  IE Committee 
John Kennish SAC Committee 
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Staff Present 
Mark Swanson Executive Director 
Donna Schantz Director of Programs 
Stan Jones Director of External Affairs 
Linda Robinson Outreach Coordinator 
Gregory Dixon Financial Manager 
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant 
Tom Kuckertz Project Manager 
Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Roy Robertson Project Manager 
Jeremy Robida Project Manager 
Amanda Johnson Project Manager 
Alan Sorum Project Manager 
Jacquelyn Kennedy Project Manager Assistant 
Serena Lopez Project Manager Assistant 
 
Others Present 
Barry Roberts  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Arthur Knolle Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Kathy Zinn   Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/VMT 
Andres Morales Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Tom Colby (via teleconf.) Alaska Tanker Company 
Monty Morgan (via teleconf.) Polar Tankers 
Joe Levesque Legal counsel: Walker & Levesque, LLC  
Doug Mertz (via teleconf.) Legislative Monitor 
Roy Jones (via teleconf.) Legislative Monitor 
Bob King (via teleconference) Sen. Mark Begich, Anchorage Office 
Shawna Thoma (via teleconference) Sen. Mark Begich, Anchorage Office 
Charlie Nalen (via teleconference) Crowley Maritime 
Jessica Ryan (via teleconference) Kachemak Bay Research Reserve 
Tim Robertson  Nuka Research, LLC 
Joy Merriner (via teleconference) Mikunda Cottrell CPAs 
Carla Stanley Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council 
Trent Dodson Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council 
Tim Dillon City Manager, City of Seldovia 
Emily Springer Researcher, University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Joel Kennedy Citizen 
Walter McInnes Citizen 
 
 
Thursday, September 16, 2010 
 
Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council was held September 16 and 17, 2010, at the 
Seldovia Conference Center, Seldovia, Alaska.  President Walter Parker called the 
meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. on September 16, 2010.  
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A roll call was taken.  The following 14 directors were present at the time of the 
roll call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Burch, Duffy (via 
teleconference), Eisemann, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis, Malutin, Miller, 
Moore, Parker, D. Selanoff, and van den Broek (via teleconference).   (Patience 
Andersen Faulkner joined the meeting shortly thereafter at 8:40 a.m. and John 
Allen joined the meeting later via teleconference at 11:00 am.)   
 
Tim Dillon, City Manager of Seldovia, welcomed the Council to Seldovia. 
 
(Faulkner arrived- 15 directors present.) 
 
Parker opened the meeting with introductions and directors were invited to give 
reports on their activities and those of their member entities since the last 
meeting.  Stephens submitted written comments on several issues of concern 
such as BP’s cost-cutting measures and the dangers those cost-cutting measures 
present for the TAPS line, in particular the impact to deferred maintenance.  His 
statement also addressed his concerns about the use of dispersants in the Gulf 
of Mexico (GOM), the additional risk posed by reductions in workforce and the 
movement of personnel to Anchorage, and other concerns. These remarks were 
read to the Council by Executive Director Swanson.  (Copies of Stephens’ remarks 
are attached to these minutes).   
 
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green-colored sheet).  Items Q and 
R were re-ordered.  Item J (consent agenda item) was changed to an action item 
(at the request of John French on a procedural issue), and a discussion of the 
Dept. of the Interior’s (DOI) request to the Alaska Regional Response Team 
(ARRT) for an open meeting would be taken up during the DOI’s opening 
comments to the Board.   
 
The agenda was approved, as amended, on a motion made, seconded, and 
carried.  
 
MINUTES (1-1) 
Hart moved to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of May 6-7, 2010. 
Miller seconded, and the minutes were approved as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Emily Springer, a post graduate student at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, 
spoke about her project using the PWSRCAC as a “community” in her research 
project funded by the Oil Spill Recovery Institute (OSRI) entitled Cultural  
Dimensions of Community Response Preparation and Vulnerability to Future Oil 
Impacts of the Copper River Region. 
  
PWSRCAC STANDING COMMITTEE ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE (OSPR):  John French handed out an OSPR 
Committee report and recapped that report with the Board.  He stated that the 
committee had met three times since the Board meeting in May and the next 
meeting would be an in-person meeting on October 13, 2010.  French reported 



1-1 

DRAFT Page 4   210.002.100917.SeptMinutes  

that he had presented a paper he wrote titled “Important Considerations 
Regarding Ocean and Ecosystem Dynamics in Assessing Environmental Risk from 
various Oil Spill Counter Measures” at the Environment Canada’s AMOP 
Technical Seminar on Environmental Contamination and Response in June. 
French said Bob and Jo Ann Benda from TOEM, Roger Green from SAC, and 
Community Liaison Linda Robinson had also attended that conference. 
 
French reported that Jerry Brookman had observed the GRS deployment exercise 
in western Prince William Sound in August.  He thanked Brookman for attending 
that exercise since no staff or other volunteers were available to do so. 
 
French reported that John Velsko and Scott Smith had been working on various 
phases of the BP Deepwater Horizon incident in the Gulf of Mexico.   
 
French reported that staff had attended an ARRT meeting in late July and the 
ARRT is awaiting the National Response Team’s technical assistance on 
evaluating existing ISB Guidelines regarding air quality issues, and will be 
working on a biennial work plan that he hoped would be available at the January 
2011 meeting.  
 
He referred the Board to the written report for specific project updates. 
 
PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS (POVTS): Chair Bob Jaynes 
welcomed Alan Sorum to the staff working as the new Maritime Operations 
Project Manager with the POVTS Committee.  Jaynes stated that the SAFETUG 
review is proceeding, has a lot of data that has to be covered and that there 
would be a presentation the following day to update the Board on this project.  
Jaynes reported that the dual tug escort system for Prince William Sound had 
been passed by Congress in the Coast Guard Reauthorization Act and was 
awaiting President Obama’s signature.   
 
On the Port Fremantle weather buoy, Jaynes said that the committee was waiting 
for a few more letters from users of the Sound supporting this buoy.  He said 
the letters were coming in, but slowly, and the committee wanted to wait until 
more responses had been received.   
 
Jaynes stated that committee continued to monitor the double hull corrosion 
issues and Polar Tankers had been cooperative in providing information. 
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (TOEM):  
Rochelle van den Broek reported in the absence of Chair Bob Benda and spoke 
of the committee’s active role in monitoring the ballast water treatment facility 
(BWTF) reconfiguration (which is nearly complete) and terminal monitoring.  
Other projects include the terminal operations programs, such as monitoring oil 
throughput product values, product inventory and ballast water throughput.  
Issues on which the committee is focused include the VMT system integrity 
monitoring, tracking repairs to the catchment basins, the manholes, and 
secondary containment valves, which repairs are almost finished.   
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Van den Broek reported that Alyeska is again considering installing internal 
floating roofs on the crude oil storage tanks and the committee will look into 
that. The committee will continue to work on joint projects with other 
PWSRCAC committees. 
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC): Dorothy Moore recapped a written 
report on the committee’s activities and projects.  Moore reported that staff had 
distributed numerous copies of the Coping with Technological Disasters 
Guidebook and Appendices, as well as the corresponding Peer Listener DVD 
since the BP Deepwater Horizon Spill in response to requests for support.  She 
said the committee had worked closely with the Mississippi-Louisiana Sea Grant 
Consortium to support their delivery of the Peer Listener Training Program in 
the Gulf Coast, with Dr. Steve Picou as presenter.  She said there had also been 
many questions and contacts regarding dispersants and that SAC was providing 
the Board with an issue paper discussing some of the policy and science issues 
raised by the BP Deep Water Horizon Spill. 
 
She reported that data from the Cape Saint Elias weather station could be 
accessed online in near real time and the data had been formatted to allow the 
station data to be imported into the National Weather Service external data 
collection portal/gateway used to incorporate external datasets.  This will allow 
station data to be more easily accessible to weather forecasters.  She said the 
final report on the saline layering developed from data collected last summer 
had been reviewed by SAC at its last two meetings and that it showed very 
limited mixing of Prince William Sound water layers in the summer (5 -10 
meters or less), and that at this limited amount, dispersed oil would not easily 
spread throughout the water column. 
 
On the Long-Term Environmental Monitoring Program (LTEMP), Moore reported 
that the LTEMP sampling protocol in PWRCAC’S Scientific Response Plan was 
tested during the SeaRiver area drill in June.  She also reported that the FY2011 
sample collection under the new sampling plan took place July 1, 2010, at Port 
Valdez and Knowles Head, and that the FY2010 LTEMP annual report would be 
available after the Auke Bay Laboratory had analyzed those samples. 
 
On the non-indigenous species (NIS) project, Moore reported that the NIS project 
team and SAC were reviewing project proposals to be funded by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service grant and the team would meet the following week for a final 
review. Then the scope of work would be approved by a board 
poll/teleconference shortly thereafter.  She noted that a bill establishing a state-
wide coordinating entity for invasive species did not pass during this year’s 
legislative session and would need to be reintroduced in 2011.  
 
Moore reported that the Dispersants Project Team and SAC had developed an 
issue paper over the summer months on the science and policy implications of 
the unprecedented use of dispersants on the BP Deep Water Horizon Spill.  She 
said that John French had presented a paper on dispersants at the AMOP 
conference in Halifax in June. 
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On the hydrocarbon toxicity project, Moore reported that contractor DFO 
Canada managed to procure British Columbia and Sitka herring samples for 
testing but had been unable to procure any from Prince William Sound.  The 
samples collected were used for testing at the Saint John’s facilities and the 
samples made it safely to the laboratory. 
 
INFORMATION & EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC): Chair Patience Andersen 
Faulkner reported that the committee was busy providing information to those 
in the Gulf of Mexico (GOM) and the public in general through the PWSRCAC 
website.  She reported that it was a busy summer generally.  She said that 
Savannah Lewis was working with staff on archiving PWSRCAC materials and 
specifically the GOM spill articles where PWSRCAC was specifically mentioned.   
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
VMT Report   
Kathy Zinn reported on activities at the VMT since the last meeting.  She 
reminded the Board that, since January 2010, the VMT and SERVS operations 
statistical reporting was combined instead of each reporting their own.  She 
reported that for all of Valdez operations there were zero days away from work 
cases, which is a record for Alyeska.  She stated there was one recordable in 
Valdez recently, and one reportable incident where a maintenance technician cut 
his finger while removing a plastic covering.  She reported eight spills, most of 
which were from equipment and said Alyeska is trying to manage these 
equipment spills better.   
 
At the VMT, she reported that Alyeska was now pigging the IWWS lines at the 
VMT.  In the tank preventative maintenance program, Alyeska did extra exterior 
coating.  She also reported that a staircase was being installed to the catwalks 
on the tank tops so the maintenance personnel do not have to walk under 
overhanging ice to shovel the roofs of the tanks.    She reported that the backup 
generation was being replaced in the vapor control system, and the work was 
almost complete on the reconfiguration of the BWTF.  Alyeska had also replaced 
the pad on the boom ramp at the small boat harbor this summer and worked on 
some of the floats.  She reported that there was bird mitigation project on 
Berths 3 and 4.   
 
She acknowledged PWSRCAC’s concerns about deferred maintenance and she 
said she had discussed the possibility of a joint maintenance audit with 
Executive Director Mark Swanson, and that there would be more on this issue 
later in the agenda. 
 
She reported that Alyeska would bring in some experts to look at the 
communications systems and structures to ensure that there are no problems 
with the communications equipment, such as the towers, during inclement 
weather.  She also reported that Alyeska would be demolishing the old 
administration building in the VMT process area, as well as the security guard 
shack and gate, the old trailer facility, and the medical rotunda.  
 



1-1 

DRAFT Page 7   210.002.100917.SeptMinutes  

Questions arose about the pigging of the main line and repair work at the road 
crossings near Valdez.  Joe Hughes stated that the extra external casing 
shielding the line where the line crossed a road had, over time, come in contact 
with the main line. The project was to remove the external casing, inspect the 
pipe where it was shorting out, re-slurry it and rebury the pipe.  He reported 
that the project was at the re-slurrying stage and was being wrapped up. 
 
SERVS Report 
Arthur Knolle gave a report on SERVS activities.  As of August 31, 2010, Alyeska 
had loaded 188 tankers in 2010 and a total volume of 137 million barrels, and 
SERVS had performed 197 escorts.  Since start-up of TAPS, Alyeska had loaded 
20,301 tankers and SERVS had performed 11,486 escorts, with a total 15.6 
billion barrels of oil. 
 
As to operations, Knolle reported that SERVS had performed 38 non-emergency 
tanker assists, zero emergency tanker assists, conducted 12 tethered exercises 
and six towing exercises.  
 
On response preparedness, Knolle stated that SERVS was presently rewriting the 
VMT plan, had participated in the VMT c-plan scenario #4 SeaRiver area drill in 
June, and had participated in the ADEC no-notice callout drill on July 23.  The 
next drill would be a VMT c-plan scenario #4 exercise on October 6, 2010.  The 
fall 2010 vessel-of-opportunity training in Valdez was cancelled for lack of 
vessels participating.   
 
Thane Miller asked about the status of the new contracts for the vessel-of-
opportunity program.  Knolle stated that the steering committee for the 
program would be clearing up the parts of the contract that were unclear at its 
next meeting on October 4, 2010. 
 
Steve Lewis spoke about a request made to SERVS for PWSRCAC to be allowed to 
see the business portion of the new contract, but that request had been ignored.  
He said he understood however that new contract language has been negotiated 
and asked Knolle to speak to it with regard to the composition of the fleet and 
duration of the new contract.  Knolle said he would have to ask the Alyeska’s 
contracts department what could be provided.  He did confirm that the present 
contract is for three years and the makeup of the fleet does not change, and that 
SERVS can terminate the contract with different vessels so there is flexibility to 
change if SERVS so chooses.     
 
Recess:  10:20-10:45 a.m. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS - EX OFFICIOS 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR):  Katie Farley reported on 
the move of various personnel during the summer to a mid-town Anchorage 
location and said that the JPO website had been down for awhile during this 
relocation but it was up and running again now. 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG): Bill Wise represented the U.S. Coast 
Guard at council table in place of CDR Verfaillie.   He reported that the 
Pathfinder investigation report was still at the headquarters level and was 
expected to be released in about a month.   
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI): Scott Pegau said he had hoped to give 
a report on the Sound Predictions exercise in PWS, a study of how the Alaska 
Ocean Observing System is operating in Prince William Sound and its application 
to oil spill response, but OSRI had wanted to do some additional oil spill 
modeling. That had become difficult because the people involved were at GOM 
area.  However, he reported that some information was available, such as the 
saline layering report which looked back into the 1970s for temperature, 
salinity, and depth information.  As part of the Sound Predictions exercise, oil 
spill response buoys were put out at different times of the year in different 
areas trying to gather information that could be used for spill response in the 
future. 
 
Pegau said that OSRI is looking to transition out of funding the maintenance of 
the weather station buoys, including the one in Nuchek, because OSRI is not an 
operations unit.   
 
Pegau reported that OSRI is sponsoring Emily Springer’s research and he hoped 
PWSRCAC would work with her in furtherance of her project.  On shore zone 
mapping, OSRI will be doing only half of the original distance planned because 
of funding issues.  OSRI is also looking at using tethered balloons for testing 
above water, a new project with NOAA, and building up and development of 
partnerships and activities, internships, information kits around technology, 
and remotely operated vehicles. 
 
French said OSRI was very helpful on the Cape St. Elias weather data buoy and 
asked whether OSRI had anything in the works at Hinchinbrook Entrance, 
Valdez Arm and barrier jet information.  Pegau said OSRI is not looking at 
funding other weather buoys but rather trying to get the current resources 
maintained, such as the Marine Exchange ship tracking at Cape St. Elias. He said 
OSRI was trying to transition these over so the long term maintenance is not 
expected of OSRI every year.   
 
Executive Director Swanson thanked OSRI for talking to the visitors from the 
GOM spill who were in Prince William Sound this summer.  He asked whether BP 
Alaska was given the blimps used in the GOM spill response.  Pegau responded 
that it was his understanding BP ordered two units and may have received them 
but he was not sure if it got the surveillance systems technology along with it.  
He said it was rumored that the equipment was not used in the GOM spill 
because the equipment did not arrive in time. 
 
Bob Jaynes commented that the replacement buoy at West Orca Bay is 
transmitting considerably more data that the buoy that there was there before, 
even though it was reported to be the same model of buoy.  French said that if 
that is the case then PWSRCAC should encourage the replacement of all the 
buoys with the better capability.   
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM):  Joe Hughes (via teleconference) 
reported that JPO had started a line-wide maintenance review that included the 
terminal and the Prudhoe Bay facilities.  On October 1st he said the JPO would 
start an extensive review of the vapor control facility to establish a baseline, so 
that as Alyeska goes through the transition JPO has an idea of what Alyeska’s 
transition plan will be.  They will also conduct a standard maintenance review 
on the pipeline and the terminal.  He said he looked forward to working with 
PWSRCAC on its own maintenance audit. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC): Ron Doyel (via 
teleconference) reported that SERVS’s response to ADEC’s letter on the no-notice 
drill  was due 9/17/10.  He said ADEC continues to monitor the weekly reports 
and compliance on the vessel-of- opportunity program, is monitoring the 
secondary containment issues at the VMT, continuing its oversight with the 
BWTF and its modifications and looking forward to that project being 
completed.  ADEC is also engaged with a review of Alyeska’s modification of the 
power house at the VMT. 
 
U.S. DEPT. OF THE INTERIOR (DOI):  Pamela Bergmann, sitting in for Doug 
Mutter, spoke via teleconference of PWSRCAC’s long time involvement with 
ARRT activities, with PWSRCAC personnel attending meetings and preparedness 
activities, including dispersant use.  She stated that the DOI appreciates that 
ARRT’s activities are of interest to PWSRCAC because of the ARRT’s important 
role in oil spill preparedness and response, including the geographic area that 
PWSRCAC represents.  Several PWSRCAC personnel attended a work session of 
the ARRT on July 27 and an ARRT meeting on July 28, so PWSRCAC personnel 
are aware of what occurred regarding the process for revising the dispersant use 
guidelines for Alaska and the August 2009 USCG final rule that relates to 
removal equipment requirements and alternative technological revisions for the 
oil spill response plans.  Following that work session and the meeting, 
Bergmann stated that she sent a letter dated September 2 to the ARRT co-chairs 
requesting that an ARRT meeting be held in Anchorage prior to the end of 
October. She said the purpose of such a meeting would be two-fold: to provide 
direction to the Science & Technology Committee for revising the guidelines for 
Alaska; and to discuss the USCG final rule and the rule’s implications, if any, for 
oil spill preparedness in Alaska.  She said PWSRCAC was one of a number of 
entities copied on the letter and Board members were provided a copy of the 
letter earlier that week so they had a chance to review it before this meeting 
today.  Bergmann stated she had not yet received any information back from the 
co-chairs regarding the request. She reported that on September 14 the North 
Slope Borough sent a letter to the ARRT co-chairs that because oil spill 
preparedness in Arctic waters had been of concern to the Borough and its 
residents for decades, they were endorsing DOI’s request for the meeting. 
 
French moved to send a letter to the ARRT co-chairs asking them to ensure that 
the open meeting requested by the Department of the Interior (DOI) take place 
within  a reasonable time, as suggested in the DOI letter to the ARRT dated 
9/2/10.  Faulkner seconded.   
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Discussion followed.  Swanson reported that staff was already working on a 
letter of support based on PWSRCAC’s previous directions from the Council.  
Bergmann clarified that DOI was not requesting that PWSRCAC write a specific 
letter in support on its behalf, but thought it was important to bring it to 
PWSRCAC’s attention.  Bergmann emphasized that the Council could do what it 
felt was in its own best interest. 
 
The motion passed by unanimous consent. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS: SHIPPERS 
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC):  
Tom Colby (via teleconference) expressed regret for not being able to attend the 
meeting in person. He welcomed Alan Sorum to the PWSRCAC staff.   
 
Colby reported that ATC had a record of over three years since any oil had 
spilled from an ATC tanker and eight years since a lost time injury.  He also 
noted ATC’s 90% employee retention rate.  He noted that ATC would be 
participating in a spill drill in conjunction with BP in Long Beach, California, on 
October 27. 
 
Colby reported briefly on an ATC tanker being held at Knowles Head that day 
because of reports of ice across all transit lanes and fog.  He said the laden ATC 
ship was waiting at Knowles Head until visibility improves.  
 
POLAR TANKERS: Monty Morgan (via teleconference) also expressed regret for 
not being able to attend the meeting in person.  He reported that Polar Tankers 
had completed 65 loads and carried 58 million barrels out of Valdez in 2010 to 
date with no spills.  He said Polar was finishing up its next-to-last bridge 
management class at AVTEC in Seward.  He said the Polar Resolution would be 
back in the TAPS trade October 10, then the Discovery will go to shipyard from 
February to June 2011, then the Enterprise will be going to the shipyard. 
 
Morgan reported briefly on an incident that occurred on September 5, 2010, 
involving the Polar Enterprise.  Morgan stated that the tanker was outbound at 
approximately 4 a.m. when one of the main lube oil pumps experienced a high 
temperature alarm that caused a starboard engine slowdown.  He stated that the 
secondary lube oil pump was started up, and the engine was still in slowdown 
mode, when it experienced an over-speed.  The crew shut it down manually and 
restarted it, but heard a knocking sound inside the engine after the restart.  He 
stated that the tanker returned to Knowles Head for repairs and investigation. 
The crew found a bad No. 4 exhaust valve which they replaced, along with the 
injectors.  The engines were restarted, but the “knocking” sound continued.  
Polar Tankers requested permission from the USCG to sail with one engine, so it 
could get to Port Angeles, Washington, for repairs because it was easier to effect 
repairs in Port Angeles than at Knowles Head.  USCG gave permission and the 
tanker sailed.  An investigation in Puget Sound found the exhaust cams on the 
No. 5 cylinder had jumped the cam and that proved to be the source of the 
knocking noise.  The cam was put back into place.  They also found one of the 
main bearings had some wear on it, and they replaced that bearing.  Morgan 
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stated that the ship could have run on one engine in that condition at all times 
and that it would have taken at least two days to get the repair team to Knowles 
Head.  He said it would have been difficult to effect repairs at Knowles Head; 
therefore, the request was made to sail to Port Angeles on one engine.   
 
Mark Swanson questioned whether the USCG had asked for diagnostics of the 
port engines to determine if there were lube issues before letting it sail.  Morgan 
responded that that was not done.  Morgan added that the normal procedure is 
to shut down to one engine 50 miles off shore to save fuel.  Thane Miller asked 
why the company waits until a vessel is 50 miles offshore to shut down to the 
one engine and Morgan stated that the 50 miles is an arbitrary distance that is 
Polar Tanker’s company practice and in their procedures.  Miller followed up 
with questions about additional safety precautions that were put in place after 
the Enterprise pulled anchor and proceeded with its transit on one engine.  
Morgan explained that it was a standard escort, the Enterprise was to maintain 
communication with the Vessel Traffic System (VTS) until it checked into Puget 
Sound.  He added that the engine was not broken down for further diagnostics 
until the ship reached Port Angeles.  He said the engine was running at all times; 
it was just making the knocking noise.  Other than the knocking noise, it was a 
standard transit. 
 
Tom Colby stated that ATC does a similar shutdown to one engine 
approximately 50 miles offshore and that Polar Tankers’ procedure was normal 
industry practice.  He stated that it is a way to vary work hours of personnel and 
manage shifts and is part of a risk mitigation scheme that allows them to have 
extra people come on shift doing the things that they would do in a 
maneuvering mode when coming in and out of navigation waters.  He said ATC 
follows the standard routine of risk mitigation in that they bring up the extra 
personnel when in navigation waters close to land, and then when clear of land, 
they stand down some of the personnel.  It is a way to vary work hours to 
accommodate tasks at hand. 
 
Morgan emphasized that the tanker was always under control, propulsion, 
steerage and it had not needed any assistance to return to Knowles Head.  He 
said all the systems worked as designed, i.e., there was a high alarm on the lube 
oil pump which automatically shut down and started the second one (the engine 
slowdown is all by design).  The one glitch was the over-speed in between.  He 
said Polar was still not sure what caused that.  He said everything worked as 
designed with all the redundant propulsion and steering. 
 
Swanson asked if Polar Tankers either looked into or USCG required that it look 
into whether Polar should bring classification society machinery surveyors or 
the engine manufacturer’s technical personnel to the ship in while in Prince 
William Sound.  Morgan responded that Polar made some phone calls but could 
not get a technical person up to Alaska for four days (Labor Day weekend), and 
that was the same time it took to get the ship to Port Angeles.  He said they 
were not in a rush; it was just much easier to effect repairs in Port Angeles than 
Knowles Head.   He said the classification society was notified and they 
attended in Port Angeles.  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE BOARD 
President Parker reported to the Board and spoke of the priority being given to 
the effects of dispersants use in the Arctic by the Arctic Council of which he is a 
member.  He said it was hoped there would be a report in November.  He said 
Canada had come out with their proposal and Canada would be upping its 
presence in the Arctic substantially.  Parker said Alaska would be using Merv 
Fingas as a consultant, and the information exchange among Alaska, Canada, 
and the Norwegians would continue for the next few years.  He said it was 
hoped that the combined efforts would result in a much stronger position after 
learning about the use of dispersants in the GOM.   
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT TO THE BOARD (2-1) 
Swanson noted that the GOM spill was just ramping up at the time of the May 
meeting and much had happened in the intervening months. 
 
He recapped those activities since the May meeting.  He said he was getting out 
to and connecting with PWSRCAC communities and thanked the Board member 
representatives who facilitated the connections.  
 
He said that PWSRCAC had tried to tighten up its own response plan during the 
SeaRiver drill, a learning process during the GOM spill. 
 
He welcomed Alan Sorum and Jeremy Robida to the Valdez staff as project 
managers, replacing Joel Kennedy and Dan Gilson, respectively. 
 
He spoke of those from both the Board and staff who went to the GOM spill and 
reached out to the residents of the GOM area.  He pointed out that they were 
careful not to squander the opportunities to further PWSRCAC’s mission.  He 
had the chance to talk to Chancellor Fran Ulmer from Alaska who was appointed 
to the President’s National Oil Spill Commission.  He said that staff was mindful 
of what PWSRCAC could learn from GOM spill and put to use in Alaska.  He 
reported that staff was tracking GOM expenses.  He reported that staff was also 
tracking losses of local turnover at Alyeska and SERVS during this time, and the 
effect on SERVS readiness in Alaska. 
 
He reported that he was working on governance and the committee had put 
together a Board Code of Conduct which would come up for discussion later in 
the agenda. 
 
Other staff activities since May included tracking maintenance issues at the 
VMT, setting the stage to quantify the maintenance risks that exist and ensuring 
that they are well-managed.  He said he had reorganized staff to some degree, 
and had trimmed one position.  The financial audit had been completed, and the 
Alyeska funding contract finalized.  
 
Swanson went on to speak about the Polar Enterprise incident that Monty 
Morgan spoke of earlier.  He thanked Morgan for going through the incident, but 
said the handling of the incident disturbed him.  He said that while there was no 
spill or environmental damage, the handling of the incident raised troubling 
questions about the judgment and risk tolerance of the company and its USCG 
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regulators.  It happened at 4 a.m. in the narrowest part of Hinchinbrook 
Entrance where the Sound meets the Gulf of Alaska.  He said the initial actions 
of the crew and the return to Knowles Head were excellent and textbook 
procedure, but he questioned the prudence of allowing a laden tanker to 
continue on its journey on one engine without further diagnostics.  He said that 
it was “a case of expediency and cost savings trumping prudence.”  He said that 
PWSRCAC had submitted a FOIA request for more information about the USCG-
Puget Sound’s insistence on repairs being made before allowing it to enter Puget 
Sound. 
 
In the upcoming months, he reported that PWSRCAC personnel would be 
meeting with Alaska’s congressional delegation, testifying to a state panel on oil 
spill preparedness, attending Clean Gulf, and working on an upcoming Alyeska 
audit of PWSRCAC’s operations and procedures.   
 
He complimented all the volunteers and staff who work so hard behind the 
scenes. 
 
Lunch Recess: 12:00 – 1:00 pm. 
(John Allen joined the meeting for the afternoon session) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1) 
3-1 Acceptance of US Fish & Wildlife Grant Funding was pulled by John French 
for discussion the following day under Item J of that day’s agenda. 
 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS REPORT (4-1) 
Stan Jones led a report on legislative and government affairs.  Bob King of Sen. 
Mark Begich’s Washington, DC, office and Shawna Thoma of Sen. Begich’s 
Anchorage office, Roy Jones, PWSRCAC’s legislative monitor in Washington DC, 
and Doug Mertz, PWSRCAC’s legislative monitor in Juneau, were all present via 
teleconference for this report.   
 
King reported some movement on final approval of the USCG bill which 
included the dual tug tanker escort provisions for Prince William Sound, some 
additional revisions suggested by Roy Jones on PWSRCAC’s request, and an 
increase in funding for OSRI to address their funding shortfalls over recent 
years.   
 
Roy Jones echoed King’s report.  He gave a general action timeline on the US 
House and Senate procedural steps that were still needed to get the USCG 
appropriation bill through.  He said that if the bill had not been finally approved 
by the time of PWSRCAC’s visit to Alaska’s congressional delegation, the 
PWSRCAC delegation would have a good opportunity to voice strong support 
and emphasize the need for dual escorts in Prince William Sound.  Roy Jones 
went on to summarize legislation for a draft bill for a citizen’s oversight 
provision in the GOM area.  He said that Alaskans generally provided 
information and helped the citizens of the GOM spill area get citizens’ oversight 
legislation drafted.  The provisions were not included in the Reid Energy Bill but 
it was passed in the Senate Shore bill in the Commerce Committee.  Roy Jones 
said the GOM residents were still pushing for a citizens’ oversight panel, 
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particularly after the second incident involving a shallow water drilling platform 
a few weeks prior.   
 
Doug Mertz outlined predictions for legislation of interest to PWSRCAC in the 
2011 Alaska legislative session.  He said the primary elections of August had 
not revealed much, other than there may be some gain in the number of 
Republican seats, but all the new legislators would need to be educated on 
PWSRCAC regardless of party affiliation.  He pointed out that the new fiscal 
conservative wave in the country would make it harder to get support for more 
funding, particularly in light of the governor’s announcement to hold the line on 
the budget, and it would make it harder to secure more funding for spill 
prevention and response budgets which had eroded over recent years. He said 
the GOM spill would give PWSRCAC the opportunity to highlight the role of state 
response.  Mertz noted that if Governor Parnell should be re-elected, he saw a 
continuation of an ongoing problem of a lack of good contacts in the Governor’s 
Office, and PWSRCAC should work to establish better relationships in that 
office.   
 
Stan Jones outlined the proposed action item which asked the Board to approve 
some direction to staff and volunteers as to the appropriate level of involvement 
on future interactions regarding legislative efforts to establish citizens’ 
oversight in other areas. 
 
Johnson moved and Hart seconded that staff and contractors of PWSRCAC are 
to continue to provide information to any requesting party on our perspective 
on citizen oversight, but are not to expend significant amounts of money or 
staff time lobbying for citizen oversight in other geographic regions outside 
Prince William Sound, nor is PWSRCAC to direct or allow our lobbyist in 
Washington, DC, to do so under his contract with PWSRCAC.  Discussion 
followed.   
 
French raised the issue of priorities of staff or volunteer time to such projects.  
Lewis suggested that that was a judgment decision to be made by the executive 
director. 
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
FY 2010 FINANCIAL AUDIT (4-2) 
The FY2010 audit was introduced by Marilynn Heddell of the Finance 
Committee in the absence of Treasurer Sheri Buretta.  Joy Merriner of Mikunda 
Cottrell, CPAs, (via teleconference) went through the FY2010 audit financial 
statements and audit report with the Board.   
 
Swanson commended Gregory Dixon on the excellent audit and Mikunda 
Cottrell for making the audit go smoothly.  
 
Burch moved to accept the June 30, 2010, audited financial statements and 
audit report. Moore seconded. The motion passed by unanimous consent. 
 
PRESENTATION ON ALYESKA MAINTENANCE PROGRAM  
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Andres Morales, Alyeska Maintenance Manager, gave an overview and answered 
questions on Alyeska’s VMT maintenance program. 
 
VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL MAINTENANCE AUDIT (4-3) 
Project Manager Tom Kuckertz presented an overview of concerns and a request 
for the Board to approve an audit of Alyeska’s maintenance at the VMT after a 
number of issues perceived as being associated with maintenance issues became 
visible.  Kuckertz presented examples of issues associated with deferral of 
preventative maintenance. 
 
Swanson stated that the project was within PWSRCAC’s resources to fund and 
there may be opportunity to combine with JPO or others in a collaborative 
effort.   
 
Questions and suggestions arose about doing a collaborative audit with Alyeska 
similar to the one undertaken in 2007.  Zinn responded that Alyeska had not 
been asked to collaborate and had not had any input into the scope outlined in 
Kuckertz’s presentation.  She pointed out that the JPO would be conducting its 
own audit. 
 
Lewis questioned the cost and whether the amount asked for would be 
sufficient to do an audit of such a scope.   
 
Joe Hughes stated that the JPO would share its findings with PWSRCAC but 
would direct and conduct its own audit. 
 
French stated that he was reluctant to circumvent the PWSRCAC planning 
process for a project this large.  Swanson explained that this was prompted by 
recent failures at the VMT, but that it could be deferred to the normal long-
range planning process if the Board wanted.  
  
Zinn pointed out that problems outlined at Pump Station 9 were not caused by 
deferred maintenance, rather a design flaw, and that Alyeska had learned from 
the problem.   
 
Johnson moved to proceed with Project 504 – VMT Maintenance Audit – and to 
transfer $102,800 from contingency to fund an examination of maintenance 
procedures and a detailed audit of maintenance activities of VMT systems with 
respect to both procedures and bottom-line effectiveness of the activities; and 
to authorize the Executive Director to negotiate contracts with experts to 
perform the maintenance audit that in the aggregate do not exceed $102,800 in 
value.  Lewis seconded.  Discussion followed. 
 
Zinn again reiterated that Alyeska had no input into the proposed scope of 
work.  Kuckertz said that it would be envisioned as a collaborative effort to the 
extent possible.   
 
Thane Miller said he was in favor of the audit, but felt the action the Board was 
about to take was premature in that PWSRCAC should sit down with Alyeska 
first. 
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The motion passed 12 in favor, three opposed on a hand and voice vote 
(Faulkner, Heddell, French opposed.) 
 
For the Good of the Order 
The presentation on the lessons learned of the Tug Pathfinder incident was 
moved up in the agenda to accommodate the presenter’s schedule. 
 
PRESENTATION ON LESSONS LEARNED FROM TUG PATHFINDER INCIDENT 
Charlie Nalen of Crowley Maritime  gave an overview (via teleconference) of the 
lessons learned from the grounding of the Tug Pathfinder. 
 
Nalen reported that all equipment aboard was working and systems were in 
order at the time of the incident; however, the captain and first mate were not 
following good seamanship practices, despite the captain’s many years of 
experience.  Nalen said there were no communications between the captain and 
the first mate or the second mate, and no situational awareness or plotting 
done.  Neither the first mate nor the captain knew how far they had drifted in a 
southeasterly direction when the captain overrode the first mate at the bridge 
and, without plotting the trajectory, took the Pathfinder directly over Bligh Reef.  
Fifteen minutes later she hit the rocks.  
Nalen outlined the training and avenues for problem reporting within crews and 
other improvements on which the company was focusing. 
 
In response to a question from Burch about the issuance of a written report, 
Nalen said that the USCG report is being reviewed at its headquarters and that it 
would be published after their review. 
 
On the retention of Crowley employees, Nalen stated that there is a higher 
retention of employees than three years prior, and Crowley has an ongoing 
commitment to retention of its work force.   
 
Swanson thanked Nalen for the candid report.  Parker thanked Crowley for 
keeping its training program going at AVTEC. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
Recess: 3:40 pm. – 3:39 pm. 
 
ANS CRUDE PROPERTIES REPORT APPROVAL (4-5) 
Project Manager Tom Kuckertz gave an overview and introduced the report on 
the properties of Alaska North Slope Crude for Board acceptance.  Kuckertz 
pointed out that the sulfur content of the present through-put had gone up and 
may be the reason  Alyeska was re-evaluating the installation of floating roofs. 
 
Miller moved to accept the report titled “Review of the North Slope Oil 
Properties Relevant to Environmental Assessment and Prediction,” by Merv 
Fingas, Spill Science, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, June 2010 as meeting the 
terms and conditions of PWSRCAC’s contract.  Hart seconded.   
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French pointed out that it is a first step for the purpose of having information 
for recovering the oil and he fully supported the analysis in the report. He 
pointed out, however, that it did not address the more specific chemical 
composition of the oil but this analysis was not called for in the scope either.   
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
PWSRCAC POLICY ON UNSOLICITED PROPOSAL (4-16) 
External Affairs Director Stan Jones presented staff’s request to the Board to 
draft a revised policy on handling unsolicited proposals so as to better 
coordinate that process with PWSRCAC’s Long Range Plan (LRP) and deferred 
projects lists.  Jones pointed out that present policies on unsolicited (and 
therefore unranked) proposals did not provide clear guidance on how they were 
to be weighed against ranked projects on the deferred projects list or whether 
they should be done as sole source contracts by the proposer.  He pointed out 
that the next proposal on the agenda from the Kachemak Bay Research Reserve 
was one that was run through the process under the present policy, and he 
suggested that the Board consider that proposal under the existing policy.   
 
Johnson moved to direct staff to draft and bring back to the Board for approval 
at the January or May meeting a policy on unsolicited proposals that will 
integrate the review and evaluation of unsolicited proposals with the project 
rankings systems that is the basis of the PWSRCAC Long Range Plan.  French 
seconded. 
 
Jones asked if staff could be given until the May meeting to present a proposed 
policy because of PWSRCAC’s upcoming recertification process and a lot of 
government issues in Washington at the present time.  This request was agreed 
to by the maker/second. 
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
FY20II PROJECT APPROVAL “MAPPING COASTAL HABITATS & OIL SPILL 
RESPONSE” 
(4-15) 
Programs Director Donna Schantz introduced an Information & Education 
Committee request for Board approval to fund a new project in collaboration 
with the Kachemak Bay Research Reserve (KBRR).  If approved, PWSRCAC would 
fund one month of KBRR’s discovery labs through their marine education 
program, at a cost of $11,200. The discovery lab is titled “Mapping Coastal 
Habitats and Oil Spill Response” and would provide a cost-effective means of 
engaging approximately 350 Kenai Peninsula residents, families, and K-12 
students in the sciences of habitat mapping and oil spill prevention and 
preparedness.  The proposal and a briefing sheet were included in the meeting 
notebook.  Jessica Ryan of the Kachemak Bay Research Reserve was on 
teleconference to answer questions on this agenda item. 
 
Schantz pointed out that IEC’s focus has been on outreach to the youth of the 
area and the committee believed that this project would provide a cost-effective 
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means to reach out and engage K-12 students and area residents on the 
importance of oil spill preparedness.   
 
Hart moved to approve a new project titled “Mapping Coastal Habitats and Oil 
Spill Response” in collaboration with the Kachemak Bay Research Reserve in the 
amount of $11,200 and the transfer of $11,200 from the contingency fund to 
this new project in the FY2011 budget. Eisemann seconded.  Discussion 
followed. 
 
Some Board members questioned the sole source nature of the proposal and the 
benefit to only a limited area.  Faulkner acknowledged that the committee had 
had some of the same discussions but felt strongly that this was a good project 
for the money. 
 
The motion passed (one against (French) and Burch voted for, with objections.) 
 
PWSRCAC BYLAWS AND DEVELOPMENT OF GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (4-7) 
Executive Director Mark Swanson introduced a Bylaw change and a Code of 
Conduct for Board approval.  These were developed following actions requested 
by the Board at the May meeting. 
 
A briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-7, with the 
proposed Code of Conduct as Attachment A and the proposed change to the 
Bylaws as Attachment B.  Swanson read requested action items individually: 
 

• That the Board review and approve the proposed PWSRCAC Code of 
Conduct. 

 
• Approve the recommended changes to the PWSRCAC Bylaws and Policies, 

which include the creation of a standing Board Governance Committee 
and the adoption of a Code of Conduct and the clarification of 
definitions; and  

 
• Solicit and appoint members to the standing Governance Committee. 

 
Swanson then read aloud the proposed Code of Conduct. 
 
French distributed a written statement expressing personal concerns with, and 
objections to, the proposed Code of Conduct. 
 
Attorney Joe Levesque pointed out a correction that needed to be made to 
second paragraph, third line, in the draft Code of Conduct, in that the word 
“other” should be deleted. 
 
Miller moved to review and approve the PWSRCAC Code Conduct; to approve 
the recommended changes to the PWSRCAC Bylaws and Policies, which include 
the creation of a standing Board Governance Committee and the adoption of a 
Code of Conduct and the clarification of definitions; and to solicit and appoint 
members to the standing Governance Committee.  Hart provided the second.  
An in-depth discussion followed. 
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French explained that his concerns with the proposed Code of Conduct were 
with cross-cultural differences in conduct and how they are expressed.  He said 
a lot of people do not understand the differences in communicating in cross 
cultures. 
 
It was pointed out during the discussion that there already existed a Code of 
Conduct in the Volunteer Handbook that all volunteers are required to sign and 
abide by. Swanson stated that he did not read that Code of Conduct when 
drafting the one before the Board for approval at this time. Allen questioned 
whether the existing Code of Conduct should be repealed.  Discussion followed. 
 
Lewis spoke in opposition to the motion, stating that the new code of conduct 
was overly stated and that the first bullet point was all that was needed. 
 
Levesque said that the documents should include a date. 
 
Miller moved to amend the motion to repeal the existing Code of Conduct.  The 
amendment was accepted by the maker and second. 
 
French agreed with Lewis that it was too long as drafted.  He suggested that 
Father Michael Oleska (referred to in French’s written statement) be invited to 
the joint Board-committee workshop in December and address the group on 
cross cultural communication, and that the Board defer action until the January 
meeting.  Swanson countered that the Board needed this type of Code of 
Conduct now.    
 
Swanson read the existing Code of Conduct from the Volunteer Handbook and it 
was pointed out that the existing code was a different in scope than the one 
before the Board at this time. 
 
French continued that there were some words in the draft that offended him 
and he was troubled by them, such as “courtesy” and “respect” because they 
have different connotations in different cultural contexts.   
 
Dorothy Moore said that the Board has been told that its existing Code of 
Conduct did not have “enough teeth in it.”  She stated that there had been some 
very disrespectful things done, said and written, and everybody needed to 
understand that they cannot denigrate other people just because they want their 
own way. 
 
A general discussion of cross-cultural sensitivities continued. 
 
French moved to postpone further action until the January meeting. Burch 
seconded.  The motion failed. 
 
Miller moved to remove the amendment to repeal the existing Code of 
Conduct.  This was accepted by the maker and second. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
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Allen  Yes 
Burch Yes 
Duffy Yes 
Eisemann Yes 
Faulkner Yes 
French No 
Hart Yes 
Heddell Yes 
Johnson Yes 
Lewis No 
Malutin Yes 
Miller Yes 
Moore Yes 
Parker Yes 
D. Selanoff Yes 
Van den Broek Yes 

 
The motion passed as originally stated (14 in favor, two opposed). 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Moore moved and Hart seconded to go into executive session to discuss the 
Executive Director’s 90-day performance review and a recent email 
communication by CDR Verfaillie/USCG.  The motion passed without objection. 
 
Recess  
The open session recessed at 4:55 pm. 
 
 
Friday, September 17, 2010 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER 
President Parker called the meeting back to order on Friday, September 17, 
2010, at 8:30 a.m.   At the time of the roll call there were 12 directors present:  
Burch, Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Johnson, Lewis, Malutin, Miller, Moore, 
Parker, D. Selanoff.  Eisemann arrived immediately after the roll call at 8:35 am.  
Allen, Duffy, and van den Broek joined via teleconference at 8:50 a.m. 
 
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Parker reported that the Board had discussed the Executive Director’s 90-day 
performance review and an unrelated email communication from CDR 
Verfaillie/USCG in executive session and was ready to take action. 
 

Executive Director’s 90-day Performance Review 
Moore moved to accept Mark Swanson’s 90-day review as meeting and 
exceeding his employment contract and approving his retention.  Hart 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Email from CDR Verfaillie/USCG. 
Executive Director Swanson reported that he had met recently with the 
USCG and had received an email from CDR Verfaillie which contained a 
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narrow interpretation of OPA90 as it relates to PWSRCAC and its 
relationship to USCG.  The Board had discussed the email in executive 
session and concluded that it should be discussed in open session.  
Swanson stated that the Board had asked him to call USCG 17th District 
that morning to determine if the email was the USCG’s official position or 
simply the personal opinion of CDR Verfaillie. Swanson reported that he 
had yet to hear back from the USCG. 
 
Swanson continued that he felt it was important the email be answered in 
writing, and the Board discussed whether to have legal counsel formulate 
a legal opinion response, because for over 20 years the PWSRCAC had 
been operating under a much broader scope.   
 
Johnson moved to direct legal counsel to draft a written response to the 
email from Cdr.  Verfaillie (on PWSRCAC’s purview under OPA90) and to 
hold it until the Executive Director receives a response to his verbal 
request for clarification from the USCG 17th District.  Hart seconded, and 
the motion passed unanimously. 

 
(This ended the report on the Executive Session.) 
(Allen , Duffy, and van den Broek joined via teleconference; 16 directors present.) 
 
APPOINTMENT OF GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
Burch moved to appoint a Governance Committee.  Moore seconded. 
Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Buretta (pending confirmation) and van den Broek 
were appointed as the Governance Committee.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
SCIENTIFIC ISSUE PAPER ON THE USE OF DISPERSANTS IN THE DEEPWATER 
HORIZON SPILL (4-4) 
Project Manager Joe Banta introduced and led an overview of the use of 
dispersants in the BP Deepwater Horizon Spill and SAC’s scientific opinion on 
the subject.  Banta explained that PWSRCAC undertook this issue paper because 
there was a void of information on the use of dispersants during this spill.  A 
draft report on observations, questions and recommendations on the use of the 
dispersants was included as Attachment 4-4. 
 
Dr. John Kennish spoke via telephone about the misinformation that went out 
during the GOM spill; such as it was an “experiment” and discounting the 
ecological effects of the use of dispersants. 
 
Parker said he was surprised at the use of dispersants by BP with no real 
concern by the regulators. 
 
French said he agreed with Banta and Dr. Kennish that the document for the 
purposes outlined is important, but he was concerned that the document as it 
stood was not a scientific paper, and was reluctant to support it for that reason.  
He reiterated similar concerns he had with the issue paper on Alaska North 
Slope crude properties the previous day. 
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Eisemann felt it was important to get the basic concerns to people who do not 
have in-depth scientific knowledge but who nonetheless needed to be aware of 
the issues.   
 
Lewis echoed Eisemann’s sentiments and said PWSRCAC had been remiss in not 
issuing something sooner.  He felt this was a good starting point.   
 
Moore moved acceptance of the draft issue paper providing SAC’s scientific 
opinion on the use of dispersants in the BP Deepwater Horizon spill and 
approval for distribution and posting on the PWSRCAC website.  Hart seconded.  
Discussion continued.   
 
Swanson emphasized that this issue paper is for a layperson and it asks good 
questions.  He stated that PWSRCAC would be going to Clean Gulf with two 
ideas in mind: to learn as much as it can from others’ experience that might be 
applicable in Prince William Sound; and secondly to take the PWSRCAC booth 
and share PWSRCAC’s experiences.  He said this paper should be something that 
is on the PWSRCAC table at Clean Gulf. 
 
French stated that as long as PWSRCAC would commit to regular updates he 
could support it.  Moore said it was a great beginning point and should be 
distributed.  Allen stated that PWSRCAC had an obligation to people to push and 
disseminate the information on the toxicity of dispersants. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
SAFETUG  DATA ANALYSIS REPORT (4-8) 
Project Manager Kuckertz updated the Board on the project team’s work and 
report on the SAFETUG data analysis that was undertaken by an in-house 
project team looking at different and better tug technologies in a partnership 
with the Marine Institute of the Netherlands (MARIN). While the project team’s 
work was done mostly in-house, staff asked for Board acceptance of the report 
in the same manner as it would ask for acceptance of a contractor report.  A 
briefing sheet and the analysis report were included in meeting notebook as 
Item 4-8. 
 
A discussion of reported wave height and wind velocities from the wave height 
and current data followed.  Bob Jaynes said he always believed buoys had 
always been understated and wondered if the analysis was flawed because of 
the inaccurate data from the buoys.   
 
Lewis moved acceptance of the white paper “Analysis of SAFETUG Wave Spectra 
with Respect to PWS Wave Conditions – Project Report” as documenting the 
activities reported therein of the SAFETGUG Data Analysis project team and in 
accordance with the tasking given to the project team.  Eisemann seconded.  A 
brief discussion followed. 
 
Lewis commented that in the future Norwegian Sea data might be more 
applicable to Alaska’s waters than North Sea data.  To Alyeska, Lewis 
commented that the Seal Rocks data in Figure 9 of the report shows that 50% of 
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the time conditions exceed those that were used at the upper end of the North 
Sea data selection.  Noting that Alyeska and PWSRCAC had never been able to 
come to an agreement about any actual enhanced sea state open-testing of the 
tugs’ capabilities in higher waves, nor had they been able to come to an 
agreement on data acquisition, such that the performance in higher sea states 
could be modeled, PWSRCAC has no idea what Alyeska’s tugs can do in a winter 
storm, at Hinchinbrook Entrance, in terms of trying to save one of the tankers.  
He said it was time this was investigated, cooperatively, to analyze the tugs’ 
capabilities. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY TUG REVIEW (4-9) 
Project Managers Kuckertz and Sorum briefed the Board on using industry-
accepted classification society standards to validate and quantify the 
performance of enhanced tractor tugs (ETT) (Voith Schneider drives) and the 
prevention response tugs (PRT) (Z-drives) in comparison with newly developed, 
internationally accepted standards for escort tugs.  Kuckertz then presented 
staff’s request for a fund transfer to the tanker escort system project for the 
purpose of having a classification society or naval architect compare the 
specification and performance testing data for the tugs in use in Prince William 
Sound with the appropriate class society standings for escort tugs. 
 
Eisemann moved to authorize the transfer of $30,000 from contingency to be 
combined with the balance remaining of Project #801--Tanker Escort System -- 
for the purpose of having a classification society or naval architect compare the 
specification and performance testing data for the PWS tugs with appropriate 
class society standings for escort tugs; and to authorize the Executive Director 
to negotiate a sole source contract with a classification society or naval architect 
to be selected to perform the comparison.  Burch seconded.  A brief discussion 
followed. 
 
In response to a question for clarification from French about the reason for a 
sole source contract, Swanson explained that it would come down to an issue of 
which contractor industry would most like to work with and would be the least 
intrusive.  
 
In response to a question raised by Bob Jaynes about whether the technology 
was still best available technology (BAT), Swanson explained that this project 
would quantify the different capabilities of the escort tugs.  The whole SAFETUG 
project better informs what BAT is.  Swanson added that the fact that there are 
escort standards today that were not available six years ago, is a capture of best 
industry practice and technology.  He said this comparison contemplated by this 
proposal would quantify these issues. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
UPDATE ON SERVS’ FISHING VESSEL PROGRAM (4-10) 
Project Manager Roy Robertson updated the briefing given to the Board at the 
May meeting on SERVS Fishing Vessel Program.  He stated that a work group had 
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been established to determine, among other issues, the minimum number of 
vessels needed, etc.  The group met once and had a two-day exercise in Valdez 
and then the BP/GOM intervened.  He said the work group was exploring 
entering into a joint project with Alyeska to look at the issues that drove 
program down and look at what it will take to keep the program robust and 
ongoing.  Robertson added that the fishing vessel program was a subject at the 
joint executives meeting.  
 
SERVS Manager Knolle announced that almost 30 fishing vessel contracts had 
been entered into by SERVS.   
 
Faulkner noted that the availability of response fishing vessels was sometimes 
dependent on whether the fishing season was a good one or not.  
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
UPDATE ON GOM OUTREACH ACTIVITIES (4-6) 
Stan Jones led an update on PWSRCAC’s GOM area outreach activities.  Linda 
Robinson, Patience Andersen Faulkner, and Joe Banta spoke on their specific 
areas of outreach. 
 
Jones reported that there had been a tremendous a media blitz at PWSRCAC, 
seeking information.  Savannah Lewis was capturing stories that mentioned 
PWSRCAC and sending them to staff for posting on the website.  Jones reported 
two meetings with Fran Ulmer from the National Oil Spill Commission looking at 
the Deepwater Horizon spill. One of the meetings was also with William Reilly 
who was head of the EPA at the time of the EVOS spill.  Jones said Reilly had a 
lot of questions and found what PWSRCAC had to say very useful, particularly 
Mark Swanson’s knowledge from both a regulator’s side and citizen’s oversight. 
 
Linda Robinson spoke of the visits by two groups that came to Alaska on fact-
finding trips.   
 
Patience Andersen Faulkner added a personal account of her trip to the New 
Orleans area. She concluded that PWSRCAC did its part to give the people of the 
GOM area as much information as it could. 
 
Joe Banta reported on his trip to the GOM spill area, at the request of the 
Mississippi-Louisiana Sea Grant Consortium.  He met with community resources 
and distributed the peer listening training video, the community impacts 
handbook and supporting documents, and information on PWSRCAC  lessons 
learned.  Banta said he was also asked to testify before the US Senate on the 
socio-economic impacts of the EVOS spill.  The cost for Banta to testify before 
the Senate were the only costs paid for by PWSRCAC funds for personnel to 
travel to the GOM region or GOM-related activities. 
 
Swanson summarized that everything PWSRCAC did relative to the GOM spill 
reiterated its mission in Prince William Sound, and that was the benefit that 
PWSRCAC received from its efforts in the GOM area. 
 
Recess: 11:00 – 11:10 am. 
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LONG-RANGE PLAN COMMITTEE (4-11) 
Cathy Hart updated the Board on the activities of the Long-Range Plan (LRP) 
Committee.  The committee had met with the Foraker Group and had asked 
staff to see if the ideas that came out of that Foraker Group meeting could be 
incorporated with the existing LRP.  Hart said there were some difficulties in the 
group getting together to meet.  She asked committee members to delegate to 
someone else to take their place if they could not make the meeting in person. 
She asked each standing committee to send a member to the LRP meeting.  Hart 
requested that new project ideas be submitted to the committee by October 1st. 
The committee will prioritize projects on November 19th. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
UPDATE ON PWS TANKER CPLAN WORKGROUP PROCESS (4-12) 
Project Manager Linda Swiss updated the Board on the Prince William Sound 
tanker c-plan workgroup process.  She stated that the review was in the third 
year of a five-year cycle and there were still 10 outstanding issues remaining 
that PWSRCAC had identified. She said that the work group meetings had been 
impacted by the absence of those at the GOM spill.  She reported that the work 
group process had taken a lot longer than expected and the only item that had 
been addressed and completed was the personnel issue.  She emphasized that 
there were still several outstanding issues: 
 

• Response operating limitations 
• Open water response capability 
• Downstream response 
• Logistics and critical response activities 
• Personnel and training necessary for a response  
• Source control and mitigation 
• Sensitive area protection 
• Sufficiency of equipment  
• BAT for escorts 
• BAT for lead detection and spill tracking and towlines 

 
Swiss pointed out that PWSRCAC had reiterated its commitment to addressing 
its 10 outstanding issues to ADEC Commissioner Hartig in a letter dated July 23, 
2010, and requesting ADEC’s commitment as well.  
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
PWSRCAC’S INTERNAL RESPONSE EXERCISE (4-13) 
Project Manager Robertson reported on PWSRCAC’s involvement in the SeaRiver 
area exercise in June 2010 that was used to drill PWSRCAC’s internal response 
plan (IRP). 
It was a two-day exercise that involved the bringing of staff to Valdez from 
Anchorage to fill out roles. Robertson said the results of the exercise were that 
the Board had less than a quorum for the drill which was probably a true 
likelihood in a real event initially.  He said they did not run the outreach much 
during drill but would need to do that in a real situation.  Robertson reported 
that Tom Kuckertz had kept track of time and expenses and that he estimated it 
would have cost $236,000 for four weeks of additional expenses.  



1-1 

DRAFT Page 26   210.002.100917.SeptMinutes  

 
AUTOMATIC IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM PACTRACS DEMONSTRATION (4-14) 
Project Manager Alan Sorum presented a demonstration of the real time 
capabilities of the Automatic Identification System (AIS) and vessel tracking. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
3-1 Acceptance of US Fish & Wildlife Grant Funding 
French had pulled the sole item on the consent agenda the previous day to 
clarify that this item was not subject to the unsolicited proposal requirement 
for the LRP passed the previous day. French said he had no issue with the 
substance of the action requested. 
 
French moved acceptance of a $72,000 grant payment from the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service and authority for staff to select and contract unsolicited 
proposals greater than $30,000 without regard for the unsolicited proposal 
requirement under the Long Range Plan. Hart seconded.  The motion passed 
without objection. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were invited to make closing comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
      
Secretary 


