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1. Description of agenda item:  Approximately once every six days, Alyeska runs a 
scraper pig to clean the inside of the TAPS mainline of waxy deposits.  The wax is 
deposited as a result of the properties of the oil (primarily wax appears at low 
temperatures) as well as the differential between the oil temperature and pipe wall 
temperature.  On a considerably less frequent basis, an instrumented (smart) pig is run 
to assess the condition of the pipe itself.   
 
When a pig arrives at the VMT, it enters a pig trap inside of the Alyeska’s East Metering 
facility.  Retrieval of the pig from the trap is a very messy operation that requires the 
trap be opened inside of the East Metering building.  Opening of the trap causes the 
release of flammable hydrocarbon vapors.  In addition to specialized personal 
protection equipment (PPE) including respirators, Alyeska depends on ventilation of 
the East Metering facility with large volumes of fresh air to keep the hydrocarbon 
vapor concentration well below its lower explosive limit (LEL).   
 
Alyeska will describe its pig handling process in detail along with its actions to 
mitigate the flammable risk associated with the indoor handling of the pig once it is 
removed from the trap.   
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC:  PWSRCAC has been concerned for 
years about the risk being taken during pig handling operations and seeks to better 
understand the risk. 
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item:  
Meeting Date Action 
None 
 
4. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition:  None. 
 
5. Committee Recommendation: Item has been discussed with TOEM Committee. 
 
6. Relationship to LRP and Budget: None.  
 
7. Action Requested of the Board of Directors:  None.  Item is for information 
only 
 
8. Attachments:   None 


