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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – January 2011 
 
INFORMATION ITEM  
 
 Sponsor: Alan Sorum 
 Project number and name or topic: 805 Marine Firefighting Symposium 
 
 
1. Description of agenda item: Staff is planning a Marine Firefighting Symposium 
to take place in Valdez during the fall of 2011.  Symposium training would include 
shipboard firefighting and regional response considerations, with a focus on response 
to a TAPS tanker fire. The City of Valdez fire department assumes primary jurisdiction 
over Valdez Marine Terminal and shipboard fires per the ADEC approved VMT 
contingency plan. It is important to provide training opportunities that allow for local, 
state and federal entities to work together with industry representatives on operations 
and command functions related to a tanker fire response.  
 
Staff looks to build on the successes of the 2005 and 2008 symposiums by having 
more hands-on exercises that would provide for a higher level of training.  This 
symposium offers an opportunity to partner with agencies and industry to provide 
training opportunities to all of the Exxon Valdez oil spill (EVOS) coastal communities 
represented by PWSRCAC.   
 
Staff is seeking Board approval to enter into a sole source professional services 
contract with Captains Jeff Johnson and John Taylor who have successfully 
coordinated this event for PWSRCAC in 2003, 2005 and 2008. A copy of their 2011 
proposal is attached for further information. 
 
The Marine Firefighting Symposium was an approved project in FY2011, but it was 
initially deferred due to funding constraints and pending the FY10 audit and carryover 
amount.  As of September 30th the contingency was $302,010, which is separate from 
the $350,000 reserve net assets. The POVTS Committee has asked that funding of 
$50,000 be allocated to the project from FY2011 contingency funds and that the 
remaining balance of $36,400 be funded out of the FY2012 budget since this will 
represent a multiyear project.  
 
Staff will once again seek additional funding and sponsorships from other entities. We 
have been contacted by the Alaska Fire Chiefs Association and asked if we would be 
interested submitting a proposal for grant funds to provide marine firefighter 
certification through the symposium for firefighters in Alaska. If a proposal is 
finalized, it will allow firefighters from outside of our region to participate in the 
training. We are also looking to the Marine Response Alliance to possibly provide 
training related to the new Coast Guard requirements for Salvage Marine and 
Firefighting (SMFF) requirements for shippers.   
 
The objectives for this project are as follows: 
 

 Provide marine firefighting training for land based firefighters from coastal 
Alaska.  

 Teach land based firefighters how to successfully fight maritime fires.  
 Bring together the Valdez Fire Department to train with the Alyeska Fire Brigade 

and ships crews. 
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 Serves as a fire training/fire security exercise for the local Coast Guard unit. 
 Provide land-based shipboard firefighting training to firefighters in the EVOS 

region. 
 Explore potential partnerships with upcoming Salvage and Marine Firefighting 

contractors. 
 Explore potential marine firefighting certification proposal with Alaska Fire 

Chiefs Association. 
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: A shipboard fire at the Valdez Marine 
Terminal or onboard a tanker heading to or from the marine terminal has the potential 
to cause a significant oil pollution event and/or loss of life. PWSRCAC strives to create 
the safest possible transportation of crude oil through Prince William Sound, including 
providing shipboard firefighting training for firefighters from several coastal Alaskan 
towns and villages. 
 
3. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: The PWSRCAC Board has 
advocated in the past for greater firefighting capability by requesting staff to work on 
positioning a dedicated firefighting vessel for Port Valdez in the May 2007 approved 
five year plan for the tanker escort system.  
 
4. Committee Recommendation: Members of the POVTS committee have 
recommended interim funding for this project in FY2011 and will participate in the 
project’s planning through the year.   
 
5. Relationship to LRP and Budget: The symposium is a project that PWSRCAC 
undertakes every other year to update firefighters with the latest techniques in marine 
firefighting.  
 
 FY2011 Budget:  $50,000 (deferred) 
 FY2012 Budget:   $36,400 (proposed) 
 
6. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: Approval of sole source 
professional services contract with Jeff Johnson and John Taylor to coordinate the 
Marine Firefighting Symposium to take place in the fall of 2011 (FY2012); and approve 
a fund transfer of $50,000 in FY2011 from the contingency fund and commit $36,400 
in FY2012 for project 805 Marine Firefighting Symposium.   
 
7. Attachments:  

A:  2011 Marine Firefighting Symposium professional training services proposal 
from Jeff Johnson and John Taylor.  
 
B:  FY2011 budget briefing sheet. 

 


