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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

January 20-21, 2011 
Anchorage, Alaska  

 
 

Members Present 
John Allen Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA Council 
Al Burch Kodiak Island Borough 
Pat Duffy (via teleconference) Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Jane Eisemann City of Kodiak  
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
John French City of Seward 
Cathy Hart   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 
Marilynn Heddell  City of Whittier 
Blake Johnson Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Stephen Lewis City of Seldovia 
Iver Malutin  Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Dorothy Moore  City of Valdez 
Walter Parker  Oil Spill Environmental Coalition 
Diane Selanoff  Port Graham Corporation 
Stan Stephens City of Valdez 
Rochelle van den Broek  City of Cordova 
John Velsko City of Homer 
 
Members Absent 
Sheri Buretta  Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Thane Miller  Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Paul Selanoff Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council 
  
Ex-Officio Members Present 
Katie Farley Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
LCDR Jason Boyle  U. S. Coast Guard 
Ron Doyel  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Joe Hughes  Bureau of Land Management 
Nancy Bird  Oil Spill Recovery Institute 
Doug Mutter US Dept. of the Interior 
Brad Dunker Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game 
 
Committee Members Present 
Robert Jaynes POVTS Committee 
Pete Heddell POVTS Committee 
Cliff Chambers POVTS Committee 
Joel Kennedy POVTS Committee 
Bill Conley POVTS Committee 
Jerry Brookman OSPR Committee 
Savannah Lewis  IE Committee 
John Kennish SA Committee 
Roger Green SA Committee 
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Staff Present 
Mark Swanson Executive Director 
Donna Schantz Director of Programs 
Stan Jones Director of External Affairs 
Linda Robinson Outreach Coordinator 
Gregory Dixon Financial Manager 
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant 
Tom Kuckertz Project Manager 
Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Roy Robertson Project Manager 
Jeremy Robida Project Manager 
Amanda Johnson Project Manager 
Alan Sorum Project Manager 
Jacquelyn Kennedy Project Manager Assistant 
Serena Lopez Project Manager Assistant 
 
Others Present 
Barry Roberts  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Kathy Zinn (via teleconf.) Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Curtis Nuttall Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Deb White Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Mel Jessee Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Anil Mathur Alaska Tanker Company 
Tom Colby  Alaska Tanker Company 
John Pace (via teleconf.) SeaRiver Maritime 
George McShea Conoco Phillips 
Monty Morgan  Polar Tankers 
Mark Devries BP 
Becky Spiegel  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
John Kotula Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Graham Wood Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Ira Rosen  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Bill Haese Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
CAPT Adam Shaw USCG, District 17 
Joe Levesque Legal counsel: Walker & Levesque, LLC  
Doug Mertz (via teleconf. for Item 4-5 only) Legislative Monitor 
Roy Jones (via teleconf. for Item 4-5 only) Legislative Monitor 
Bill Mowitt Sen. Mark Begich, Washington DC Office 
Shawna Thoma  Sen. Mark Begich, Anchorage Office 
Susan Harvey Harvey Consulting 
David Janke 
Bob Shavelson  Cook Inlet Keeper 
Rick Steiner Citizen 
 
Thursday, January 20, 2011 
 
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens’ Advisory Council was held January 20 and 21, 2011, at the Millennium 
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Alaskan Hotel, Anchorage, Alaska.  President Walter Parker called the meeting to order 
at 8:35 a.m. on January 20, 2011.  
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 14 directors were present at the time of the roll 
call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Allen, Burch, van den Broek, 
Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Hart, Heddell, Lewis, Malutin, Moore, Parker, Stephens, and 
Velsko.   (Duffy joined via teleconference immediately after the roll call at 
approximately 8:40 a.m., D. Selanoff arrived 8:50 a.m. and Johnson arrived at 
approximately 9:15 a.m. 
  
(Duffy joined via teleconference – 15 directors present.) 
 
Parker opened the meeting with introductions and urged all directors to read the 
Strategic Five Year Plan that would come before the Board for approval at this meeting.  
Directors were invited to give reports on their activities since the last meeting. 
 
(D. Selanoff arrived – 16 directors present.) 
 
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green-colored sheet).  Item 4-14 was 
removed from the agenda at the suggestion of the chair.   
The agenda was approved, as amended, on a motion made by French, seconded, and 
carried.  
 
MINUTES (1-1) 
French moved to approve: 

• The minutes of the September 16-17, 2010 Board meeting 
• The record of the Board Poll of August 25, 2010 
• The record of the Board Poll of November 22, 2010 

Hart seconded, and the minutes were approved as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Bob Shavelson, Executive Director of Cook Inletkeeper and the co-chair of the Oil Spill 
Environmental Coalition, addressed the council about his recent dismissal from the 
Cook Inlet Regional Citizen’s Advisory Council’s (CIRCAC) board of directors.  He 
emphasized that it was not his intention to drive a wedge between PWSRCAC and 
CIRCAC by his comments, but rather to set the record straight on the events leading 
up to his dismissal.  He spoke of an inherent conflict of interest in CIRCAC’s funding 
mechanism with its funding entities which impacts good quality citizen oversight.  He 
noted that PWSRCAC’s funding mechanism is not the same as CIRCAC’s and therefore 
PWSRCAC did not have the same conflicts of interest inherent in its process.  He 
distributed a copy of his letter of June 18, 2010, to the President of CIRCAC in which 
he expressed his concerns and those of Cook Inletkeeper about CIRCAC’s report on the 
2009 Drift River Oil Terminal coordination and response.  He requested CIRCAC to 
reject and revise that report and to review CIRCAC’s role in that response.  The issues 
raised in this letter were the underpinning of his dispute with the CIRCAC board which 
resulted in his ultimate dismissal from that body. 
 
(Johnson arrived – 17 directors present.) 
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Stephens thanked Shavelson for his efforts in citizens’ oversight to protect the waters 
of Cook Inlet and his continued efforts in that regard.   
 
OPENING COMMENTS & ACTIVITY REPORTS FROM PWSRCAC STANDING 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE (OSPR):  John French said the OSPR Committee 
had been very involved in long-range planning which would come up for approval at 
this meeting.  He said the committee was addressing issues related to c-plans that, 
including that of the Drift River facility because CIRCAC had put its report out for 
public comment.  The committee was also considering how to respond to the 
deficiencies found during the ADEC unannounced drill and ensure that the deficiencies 
are accounted for and addressed.    
 
He said the committee continues to be involved with Alaska Regional Response Team 
(ARRT) and the next meeting would be February 23-24, 2011, in Anchorage.  He 
reported PWSRCAC had encouraged the Native Village of Tatitlek to request to become 
a voting member of the ARRT as the federally recognized tribal entity representative.   
 
PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS (POVTS): Chair Bob Jaynes reported 
that the committee had met nine times in 2010 and four since the last Board meeting.  
The committee was active in the Vessel Emergency Response Plan (VERP) and escort 
systems issues.  An RFP had been issued to the Classification Society to classify the 
Prince William Sound PRT and ETT tugs and to determine whether they could work in 
exchanged roles.  Jaynes said the committee was still working on a memorandum of 
agreement on the ice detection radar system, but there remained the outstanding issue 
of incompatibility of the new equipment with existing monitoring systems at Alyeska 
and in the USCG’s Vessel Traffic Center (VTC).   
 
Jaynes also reported that letters had been sent out highlighting the need for a weather 
buoy at Port Freemantle.  He said weather conditions data in the Arm is important for 
response because of differing conditions in the different areas of the Sound.   
 
He said the committee was still waiting for the official USCG report on the Pathfinder 
incident.  The committee was also progressing on a marine firefighting symposium 
later in 2011. 
 
LCDR Jason Boyle of the USGC clarified that the problems with the ice detection radar 
equipment was a system integration issue (so VTC personnel do not have to watch two 
different systems). 
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (TOEM):  Project 
Manager Tom Kuckertz reported for the TOEM Committee in the absence of chair Bob 
Benda. He stated that the major areas of focus for the committee would be covered in 
separate agenda items during this meeting: the 2010 maintenance audit of the VMT for 
which an RFP had been issued and a contract placed; a report by Alyeska on the 
renovation of the Ballast Water Treatment Facility (BWTF); a presentation by Alyeska on 
how pigs are removed from the pig trap at the VMT; and a report by Project Manager 
Tom Kuckertz on general happenings at the VMT. 
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INFORMATION & EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC): Chair Patience Andersen Faulkner 
reported that the IEC had been very productive since the last meeting and would meet 
again on Saturday, January 22, 2011.  Faulkner reported that since the last Board 
meeting the contract for discovery lab mapping was sent to Kachemak Bay Research 
Reserve to sign.  April has been designated as the Kachemak Bay Lab month and 
PWSRCAC will be the focus sponsor for that month.  It will be a two-hour lab and open 
to the public.  Faulkner outlined the various activities that would be available which 
would be open to the public. 
 
Faulkner reported that there was an ocean science leadership expedition involving nine 
students around the country who completed the summer science course based in 
Cordova and Valdez in coordination with the Prince William Sound Science Center.  
 
Faulkner reported that the committee had revised its youth involvement project to 
educate on the impacts of the EVOS spill and information on the Council and how it 
relates to PWSRCAC’s mission.  Some of the areas that the project will focus on will be 
citizen oversight, environmental impacts of the operations at the VMT and the tankers, 
and oil spill prevention and response.   
  
Faulkner reported that the committee was also doing an invasive species information 
kit in sponsorship with the National Parks Service.  The committee has proposed two 
educational kits, one each in the PWSRCAC Valdez and Anchorage offices, to be made 
available to loan to schools.  

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC): Dorothy Moore recapped the SAC 
activities in the absence of chair John Kennish.  The committee had met nine times in 
2010, and will hold its first in-person meeting of 2011 on January 28th.  She stated that 
the Science Night on December 2, 2010, was a great time frame and a good event. 
 
An invasive species conference was held October 26-28, 2010, in Fairbanks. Future 
events on these issues will include the Alaska Marine Science Symposium January 17-
21, 2011, in Anchorage, and the Alaska Forum on the Environment February 7-11, 
2011. 
 
Moore updated the status of the committee’s projects: 
 
Project 653 Weather Data.  The Alaska Marine Exchange installed a vessel tracking 
repeater station at Cape St. Elias in the fall of 2010.  Their new data from Cape St. Elias 
allows PWSRCAC and others to track vessels further out into the Gulf of Alaska.  The 
Cape St. Elias weather station remains operational and its data is being ported into the 
National Weather Service’s external data collection portal used to gather external data 
sets.  Forecast offices in Juneau and Anchorage are using the data.  A report on saline 
layering data in Prince William Sound was approved by the SAC committee and 
presented at Science Night and is an agenda item for approval at this Board meeting. 
 
Project 900 Environmental Monitoring Program.  Moore reported that staff is in the 
final stages of developing contracts for invasive species work with the Alaska Sealife 
Center and the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, as approved in a poll that 
closed on November 22, 2010.  Staff remains in contact with Dr. Steve Picou and the 
Mississippi-Louisiana Sea Grant consortium regarding development of a peer listener 
train-the-trainer program. 
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Project 951 LTEMP.  Moore reported that the FY2012 sample collection under the new 
sampling plan took place July 1, 2010 at Port Valdez and Knowles Head.  Sampling 
went well despite new, more stringent restrictions on accessing the site near the 
terminal while tankers are at berth.  She said that reports from Auke Bay Lab and 
Payne Environmental were late in arriving to PWSRCAC because of environmental 
efforts being focused on the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) spill this year.  Driskell and 
Payne presented a brief discussion on LTEMP at Science Night, along with information 
from the DWH spill. 
 
Project 952 Aquatic Nuisance Species.  Moore reported that the USFWS provided final 
approval in November for extending the grant period to August 2012, as requested by 
PWSRCAC.  The extension provides time for work under the new invasive species 
contracts with the SeaLife Center and the Smithsonian. 
 
Project 955 Dispersants.  The dispersants issue white paper that was approved at the 
September board meeting was distributed during the October 2010 Clean Gulf 
Conference in Tampa and has been posted to the PWSRCAC website.  The draft FY2012 
project budget includes increased funding for cooperative funding agreements with 
independent Gulf Coast research organizations looking into dispersed oil and 
dispersants use in the DWH spill.  Staff continues its efforts to understand the ARRT 
Dispersants Work Group process and had requested clarification of the process in a 
November 2010 letter to the ARRT. 
 
Project 959 Hydrocarbon Toxicity.  Moore reported that both Department of Fisheries 
Ocean Canada and Auke Bay Laboratory staff had been involved in the Gulf of Mexico 
(GOM) spill response and that may impact project timelines.  However, both 
contractors had submitted their fourth quarter reports, and ABL reported that the 
project is still underway and on schedule.  Moore said that Dr. Les Burridge of the DFO 
Canada group presented on the status of this project at PWSRCAC’s Science Night in 
December. 
 
French took exception to referring to the dispersants report on the GOM as a 
dispersants “white paper” which he argued is not accurate.  He stated it was a 
compendium of observations specific to the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS - EX OFFICIOS 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG):  LCDR Jason Boyle reported for the USCG in 
the absence of CDR Verfaillie and conveyed the commander’s regrets for his absence.  
Boyle reported that the USCG would be hosting an oil spill symposium in Tatitlek in 
the spring and invited PWSRCAC to participate.  
 
Boyle said that the USCG would also be hosting an adverse weather meeting in April on 
a date yet to be determined.  He also reported that NOAA would be repairing the West 
Orca Bay weather buoy soon, which was not functioning at the present time. 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM):  Joe Hughes reported that Jerry Brossia had 
retired and a search for his replacement was ongoing. Meanwhile Nolan Heath was the 
acting head.  Hughes said that the department was busy with issues up on the TAPS 
pipeline, as well as looking at the power house at the VMT and the vapor recovery 
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process as it relates to what may or may not happen when the next pig is released. 
Both of these issues were on the agenda at this meeting. 
 
U.S. DEPT. OF THE INTERIOR (DOI):  Doug Mutter reported that the Dept. of the 
Interior in Anchorage was active in planning the Alaska Forum on the Environment to 
be held February 7-11, 2011 at the Dena’ina Center in Anchorage.  He thanked Linda 
Robinson for taking the track lead for the oil spill response sessions.  He said there is 
also a day on invasive species, and a session on marine spatial planning.  More details 
on the agenda would be available from the website at akforum.com.  
 
Mutter said the department was also working to get the ARRT to have some discussion 
on dispersants and that may happen at next meeting in Anchorage in February. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR):  Katie Farley reported that her 
duties involve working with the State Pipeline Coordinator’s Office and she has been 
involved in the various TAPS incidents and at the Unified Command in Fairbanks.  
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC): Ron Doyel stated 
that, like the other agencies had previously reported at this meeting, ADEC was also 
busy with issues up on the TAPS line.    

On other issues, he stated that a new air quality permit would likely be needed for the 
powerhouse at the VMT, and ADEC was actively involved in following that process. 
 
As of October 31, 2011, ADEC will receive the third phase of the primary responsibility 
for NPDES permits.  ADEC will write and administer the permit and then EPA will 
approve the permit.   
 
Stephens raised questions about whether Alyeska will go with floating roofs or do 
other renovations to the power plant, and that decision would dictate permit 
applications. Doyel said that Alyeska will have to decide which way to go and then they 
will submit a permit application. ADEC will review and then issue the permit, but Doyel 
did not know what the timeline would be.  Hughes added that one of the reasons that 
the JPO is looking at the power house at this time is because they are aware that 
Alyeska will make a decision sometime soon whether they will use floating roofs or 
revamp the power house.  JPO has the same concerns as PWSRCAC, i.e., that if Alyeska 
decides to abandon the power house that they maintain it and keep it operational until 
the day it is closed down.  He said that one of the reasons JPO took a hard look at it 
now was to establish a baseline of its condition, the work that Alyeska has pending 
and how they are actively pursuing the things that are necessary to run the power 
plant.  Hughes said that it looks as though Alyeska is doing a good job from the 
baseline data.  JPO will continue to monitor. 
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI):  Nancy Bird reported that OSRI had issued 
seven RFPs which are posted on the website. They are graduate fellowships, some of 
which are in education, some research, and one related to following up modeling 
efforts from OSRI’s Sound Predictions 2009 event.  The deadline for responses is 
February 21, 2011.  She invited everyone to attend OSRI’s advisory board meeting, 
which will follow the Alaska Forum on the Environment on February 11, 2011.  The 
agenda will be posted on OSRI’s website.   
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ALASKA DEPT. OF FISH AND GAME (ADF&G):  Brad Dunker introduced himself to the 
Board as the new ADF&G ex officio representative to PWSRCAC. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS – TAPS SHIPPERS & OWNER COMPANIES: 
 
SEARIVER MARITIME:  John Pace reported that Tom Blanchard had relocated to 
SeaRiver’s facilities in Houston, Texas, and that he had taken over Blanchard’s position 
in Valdez.  Pace also reported that the RPG chair position had transitioned from Tom 
Colby of Alaska Tanker Company to Paul Caruselle of SeaRiver, effective January 1, 
2011.  Caruselle is based in Houston but has committed to come to Valdez quarterly 
and plans to have Pace and Monty Morgan of Polar Tankers take a more active role 
locally. 
 
Reporting on SeaRiver’s fleet, Pace said the Kodiak and Sierra were going in for regular 
dry dock maintenance before returning to the West Coast. 
 
He reported that Arnulfo De La Cruz would replace Caroline Oxen as the rotating 
Valdez-based fleet officer. 
 
French commented that PWSRCAC would like to work cooperatively with the RPG in 
the developmental stages of the Tanker c-plan review to provide informal comments 
and feedback during the process before it actually gets to the plan submission stage, 
so that by the time it gets to agency-review stage the process would go more smoothly.  
He said this worked well with the VMT c-plan process. 
 
POLAR TANKERS:  George McShea, President of Polar Tankers, briefly addressed the 
board, noting that he would be presenting to the Board later in the agenda.  With 
reference to Pace’s comments on changes within the RPG, McShea stated that 
ConocoPhillips/Polar Tankers would be taking over c-plan administration and that Rob 
Yarborough in Conoco Phillips’ Response Division would be the lead person.  He is 
based in Houston, Texas, but is committed to coming to Alaska as frequently as 
possible to make sure that the RPG maintains its strong relationship with PWSRCAC.  
 
Monty Morgan gave a brief year in review of 2010, which included a reported 95 
voyages, zero spills, three OSHA reportable injuries, and one lost day injury. 
 
Morgan reported that the Discovery had finished her last load and was heading to 
Singapore for repairs and the Enterprise would follow later in the summer.  Polar had 
also finished its sponsorship of the bridge management courses at AVTEC in Seward. 
 
Morgan stated that Polar was the planholder of record for the unannounced nearshore 
drill that was held on October 10, 2010 -- the largest unannounced drill ever 
implemented in Prince William Sound.  He reported that 81 fishing vessels participated 
for two and half days in the drill and the lessons learned were outstanding.  He noted 
that while improvements can be made, the fishing vessels were outstanding during the 
drill.   
 
Stephens commented that ship stack emissions were bad during the summer.  He 
asked Polar to take a look at this issue if possible.  Morgan responded that Alyeska was 
looking into shore power for the ships.  This would alleviate the stack emissions, and 
that the new regulations soon coming into effect will necessitate the change of fuels. 
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ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC): Anil Mathur welcomed communications with 
PWSRCAC and said it was important to him that PWSRCAC have access to him. 
 
As to the ATC fleet, Mathur said three of the four new-build ships have had their dry-
dock maintenance already. 
 
Mathur and Tom Colby reviewed with the Board the successful effect of ATC’s safety 
programs and leadership training and the general overall success of implementation of 
those programs to the company.  They also reported that harbor generators were being 
installed in all the new-build ships. This will help with smoke stack emissions. 
 
Mathur reported that ATC was actively engaged in the bridge course, like Polar 
Tankers, and pointed out that 2011 will be the 10th anniversary of the Alaska Marine 
Exchange.  He said that stern tube corrosion problems still persisted and that it was an 
issue that is currently being worked. 

BP SHIPPING 
Mark Devries introduced himself to the Board, taking Jeff Johnson’s position with the 
company’s Alaska operations. 
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORTS 

VMT Report 
Barry Roberts reported generally on VMT operations. 
 
The 2010 safety and environmental performance recorded six safety incidents 
company-wide related to the pipeline, of which there were two incidents in Valdez.  
However, there were no days away from work.  There were 15 spills, totaling 12.61 
gallons (of which five gallons of lube oil was the largest spill).  
 
On projects, Roberts reported that Alyeska was still evaluating the inspection data on 
the industrial wastewater system.  The engineers are looking at the data and will issue 
a proposed repair plan.  He noted that Curtis Nuttall would be giving a presentation on 
the Ballast Water Treatment Facility (BWTF) renovation in the afternoon’s agenda.   
The renovations are scheduled to be completed in 2012.   
 
Roberts reported that Alyeska was still looking at the various options for the power 
vapor lifecycle replacement, and that the Owners would decide in the next few months 
what course of action to take.   
 
He said there would be a project meeting for the 2011 summer’s schedule on February 
15 and 16, 2011, and Tom Kuckertz from PWSRCAC staff would attend that meeting. 
 
Roberts said the Prince William Sound communications systems upgrade project was 
not completed in 2010.  However, new generators and a generator building were 
installed at Reef Island, as well as installation of solar panels, replacement of a 
microwave antenna, and enlargement of the helicopter pad.  Alyeska hopes to 
complete the upgrade in 2011.  At Port Etches, Alyeska will also be upgrading radio 
and tower systems.   
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Recapping 2010 activities, Roberts reported: 284 tankers loaded; 295 tanker escorts 
(the difference being some inbound escorts for partially laden tankers); and 208 
million barrels loaded. 
 
SERVS Report 

Roberts continued with the SERVS operations report, recapping the 2010 activities: 55 
non–emergency tanker assists; two emergency towing tanker assists; 18 tether 
exercises conducted; eight towing exercises conducted; and 327 training events. 
 
On preparedness, Roberts reported that a rewrite of the VMT c-plan was ongoing. 
SERVS will participate in the July 2011 drill of the VMT c-plan and the BP area drill in 
August. 
 
John Velsko commented that he had seen more boats at the dock in Homer that are 
involved in the fishing vessel program and commended Alyeska/SERVS that the efforts 
made earlier in 2010 to remedy the lack of participation in the fishing vessel program 
situation seemed to be working. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1) 
(Item 3-1 – Saline Layering in Prince William Sound Report Approval – was the sole item 
on the consent agenda.) 
 
Velsko moved approval of the report “Saline Laying in Prince William Sound” dated 
October 28, 2010, as provided to PWSRCAC as part of the Memorandum of Agreement 
with the Prince William Sound Science Center.  Moore seconded, and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

Lunch recess: 12:00 – 1:0 pm. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE BOARD 
President Parker commented that 2010 had been the biggest year for oil spill 
prevention and response nationally since 1989, with action in the Gulf of Mexico on the 
DWH spill and action generated in Congress on dual escort legislation.  He remarked 
that the Alaska Legislature would be dealing mostly with a revamp of oil/gas taxes 
during this session, and that the National Commission on Deepwater Horizon Spill 
Report to the President will have a lot to do with what happens to drilling in the 
Beaufort and Chukchi seas. He anticipated it would be a busy year for PWSRCAC with 
all these related issues as well as dispersants. 
 
French requested that staff look into purchasing copies of the report on the GOM spill 
for all the volunteers.   
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (2-1) 
Executive Director Swanson thanked all those in attendance and noted the amount of 
information that would be provided during the various items on this meeting’s agenda. 
 
He noted lots of progress in the oil spill prevention area with Congress’ passage of the 
USCG appropriations bill and the legislation on dual escorts, but there were still many 
projects and a lot of risk management left to do. 
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He also noted that the idea of citizens’ oversight was catching on because it had been 
proven to work, and legislation was pending in various locations around the country to 
form citizen oversight groups.   
 
He said he was impressed with commitment of volunteers and staff at PWSRCAC, and 
recognized and thanked Joe Banta and Linda Robinson for their 20 years of service to 
PWSRCAC.  
 
Swanson went on to outline his other activities since the September meeting, including 
a visit to Washington DC in October, a visit to the Native Village of Eyak during the 
village’s sobriety celebration, a speaking engagement at the Northern Oil & Gas Forum, 
and working out differences and concluding the audit with Alyeska.  He also met with 
Lt. Gov. Mead Treadwell after the November election. 
 
DISCUSSION WITH CAPT ADAM SHAW, USCG, 17TH DISTRICT 
Captain Adam Shaw, Chief of Prevention for the US Coast Guard, 17th District, was 
invited by Swanson to come to the Board and explain why there was yet no USCG 
investigative report on the Pathfinder incident and also no response to PWSRCAC’s 
letter to USCG on the matter of information sharing. 
 
CAPT Shaw stated that the District 17 administrative investigation on the Pathfinder 
incident had been completed but the report would not been released until the casualty 
investigation is completed. That was still being worked on at USCG headquarters.  
CAPT Shaw stated that some things were being re-examined.  Some of the delay in 
getting the report done was because the DWH spill bogged down the personnel 
working on the Pathfinder report.  However, the Marine Safety Officer had relayed the 
“best practices” lessons learned contained in the District 17 administrative report to 
industry.  He said he would make sure PWSRCAC would get the casualty report when it 
is ultimately released. 
  
The other issue that CAPT Shaw addressed was PWSRCAC request for clarification of 
PWSRCAC’s relationship with the USCG and communication protocols.  CAPT Shaw 
noted that PWSRCAC still had no answer to either its letter to the District 17 sent in 
July or a follow-up letter in September to USCG Headquarters regarding 
communication protocols between USCG and PWSRCAC.  He said he still does not have 
an answer, not because the USCG does not want to respond but because it is an 
incredibly complex and significant issue.  He said the USCG needed to identify a 
communication protocol -- what information PWSRCAC needs and how USCG delivers 
it; what information PWSRCAC does not need, and if PWSRCAC still wants it, what 
other avenues are there for PWSRCAC to obtain it.  He said that one of the reasons it 
was taking so long is it went to District 17 in Juneau and they had to identify two 
things: what does the PWSRCAC need to do its job and what it does it not need.  He 
said USCG would not provide information that it determines is not necessary for 
PWSRCAC to do its job.   If, however, it determines that PWSRCAC needs the 
information to do its job, then USCG should provide it.  He stated that as a federal 
agency the USCG is precluded from releasing the information without first vetting it, 
and this complicates the situation.  Unfortunately, the vetting process could mean a 
delay of release of information.  He said there are a couple of open source options 
where the information sought has been vetted and is available and he would discuss 
this with Executive Director Swanson after the meeting.  He pointed out that that USCG 
Headquarters took a different look at PWSRCAC’s request in its September letter than 
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did District 17’s legal review of PWSRCAC’s first request in July.  CAPT Shaw said that 
in addition to the legal issues identified by District 17, Headquarters was also 
concerned that what started out as a specific issue for PWSRCAC may apply to a 
citizens’ oversight group anywhere else in the country, and it has now become a 
national policy issue for USCG to develop.  CAPT Shaw emphasized that the type of 
information that will be released to PWSRCAC would now be under the same protocol 
for release of information for any other citizens’ oversight group around the country 
in the future.  
 
CAPT Shaw emphasized the value of PWSRCAC and the importance of continued 
partnership and transparency between the USCG and PWSRCAC in working towards a 
common goal, not just in Prince William Sound but also a national policy for future 
citizens’ oversight groups.  He said he was committed to having a response to 
PWSRCAC’s letter by the last week of February. 
 
Following CAPT Shaw’s remarks, the Board was invited to comment and ask questions.   
 
Stan Stephens expressed his appreciation for CAPT Shaw’s appearance at this meeting 
and he emphasized the importance to PWSRCAC in being able to work with USCG.  He 
also expressed his personal appreciation for USCG’s service in search and rescue and 
to the people of Prince William Sound.  He stated that there is a problem with the 
current USCG leadership in Valdez, who will not work with PWSRCAC.  Stephens 
pointed out that CDR Verfaillie was not in attendance at this meeting or the September 
meeting.  Stephens emphasized the need for PWSRCAC to be able have direct contact 
with the USCG in order to do its job as an advisory group.  Stephens took exception to 
the USCG Valdez representative’s position that after 20 years all PWSRCAC represents 
is the tankers at the VMT, when PWSRCAC has done so many things working 
cooperatively with the USCG on risk assessments, tanker towing studies, and many 
more issues that affect all the coastal areas that were oiled by the EVOS spill.  Stephens 
said that the Valdez commander’s position was totally unacceptable to him and should 
be unacceptable to everyone.  Stephens commended CAPT Shaw for his comments to 
the Board about transparency and cooperation, but he said he was not seeing that 
same attitude from the USCG representative in Valdez.  He noted that the problem in 
Valdez has been damaging to PWSRCAC and he hoped that the USCG could figure a 
way to work with the Council instead of against it.   
 
Velsko asked for clarification of the release of the “best practices” information on the 
Pathfinder incident to industry.  LCDR Boyle confirmed that that information had been 
shared with industry and he hoped he could get an answer from Headquarters soon 
about whether it could be released to PWSRCAC. CAPT Shaw reiterated that because 
the formal report had not yet been released, USCG could not release the results of the 
investigation, but if there is information that that would improve safety and would 
benefit a collaborative organization to the investigation, not a watchdog organization, 
then that information may be shared with that collaborative organization. Velsko 
questioned how PWSRCAC could fulfill its obligation of “trust but verify” if it is not 
provided the information or the information is filtered. 
 
French remarked that once things start involving legal review and it becomes further 
removed from the source, there is a tendency for those reviewing to forget whom the 
request came from or why it was requested.  He saw that happening in this instance, as 
legal or security teams far removed from the source do not fully understand the 
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situation.  French asked how USCG and PWSRCAC could minimize the likelihood of 
that happening and find an avenue for the exchange of information on the local level 
in an open and timely manner.  He feared that the more levels of review the less 
valuable the information would be that is ultimately released to the recipient.  CAPT 
Shaw said that some information could be provided in an open source environment.  
Also, he said that once Headquarters makes a determination of what is releasable 
when and how, he would meet with Executive Director Swanson and identify a team to 
develop a communication protocol within that policy.  The Valdez unit commander 
would then operate within that policy.  It would allow PWSRCAC to obtain what it 
needs in a timely manner.  But first USCG had to finish its legal review.   
 
Swanson pointed out the issue that started this was when PWSRCAC asked for 
information on a fully laden tanker in Prince William Sound that had a loss of power. 
PWSRCAC was told it had no need for that information because the tanker was not at 
berth at the terminal, and because it was not at berth at the terminal the local USCG 
commander deemed it to be outside of PWSRCAC’s area of concern.  Swanson pointed 
out that having someone else decide what PWSRCAC needs is contrary to PWSRCAC’s 
20-year understanding of its role under OPA90 is a big question.  CAPT Shaw 
concurred. 
 
Burch commented that a lot of the problem that PWSRCAC was experiencing now was 
because of one person’s opinion, i.e., that of the Valdez unit commander, and once that 
his opinion was put in writing it became a public issue.  Burch was of the opinion that 
without that PWSRCAC would not find itself in the present contrary situation with 
USCG.    
 
Lewis stated that PWSRCAC’s information request had become involved in a USCG 
decision-making process that is at a national level.  He stated that Alaska is different 
from the rest of the country in many ways because of its remote location, small 
population, and size of coastline, and he was concerned that what will come out of 
Headquarters will be a “one size fits all” policy that will be totally unworkable in 
Alaska’s environment.  He asked if there was anything PWSRCAC could do to prevent 
that eventuality.  CAPT Shaw stated that unfortunately once the letter was sent to the 
Commandant asking for action, it was elevated to a national level and it cannot be 
taken back.   
 
LCDR Boyle pointed out that even though it would become a national policy, by 
working then cooperatively with PWSRCAC, he hoped to come up with a policy that is 
workable at the community level in Valdez. 
  
CAPT Shaw requested the opportunity to return to a PWSRCAC meeting in a year and 
be held accountable to answer PWSRCAC’s questions.  
 
VMT PIG TRAP OPERATIONS REVIEW – BY ALYESKA (4-1) 
Curtis Nuttall of Alyeska made a presentation and answered questions on how Alyeska 
handles the cleaning-pig operations and specifically removal of the pig from the trap in 
the East Metering Building, along with its actions to mitigate the flammable risk 
associated with the indoor handling of the pig once it is removed from the trap at the 
VMT. 
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Stephens pointed out the risk to the entire VMT and TAPS system if Alyeska’s handling 
process failed in the East Metering Building. He suggested that the cleaning of the pig 
be conducted in another building away from the end of the line. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
STATUS REVIEW OF BWTF RENOVATION – BY ALYESKA (4-2) 
Curtis Nuttal gave an overview and answered questions of the status of the project to 
renovate the Ballast Water Treatment Facility at the VMT.  
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
Recess: 2:43 pm – 3:00 pm. 
 
2010 INCIDENT REPORT UPDATE (4-3) 
Jacquelyn Kennedy presented a summary of incidents reported to PWSRCAC that 
occurred in the year 2010.  The incidents reported included oil spills, fires, 
malfunctions causing shutdowns, navigational closures, and tanker or escort problems.  
The presentation also included terminal and tanker statistics about transits, quantities 
of oil loaded, and air emissions data at the VMT. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
POLAR TANKERS RUDDER ISSUES & RESOLUTIONS 
Capt. George McShea, Marine Manager of Conoco Phillips Marine, gave a report on 
problems with the rudder castings in all five Endeavour Class tank ships.  He stated 
that the cracks were identified in the rudder horn in the upper and lower welds and 
support castings.  He said additional research had been conducted through naval 
architects using scale model tank casting and computer-based stress analysis. The 
research identified areas of higher stress in the rudder supports than can be reduced 
or eliminated through design modifications.  The cracks had resulted from improper 
welding techniques. 
 
McShea stated that Polar Tankers will replace all the cast rudder supports with 
redesigned forged pieces at each vessel’s next scheduled dry-dock.  Also additional 
supports and fairing will be added between the hull and rudder supports to better 
distribute the load.  McShea said that all vessel modifications should be completed by 
2013.   
 
McShea went on to outline some future challenges: bridge electronics replacement; 
software upgrades; installation of ballast water treatment plants by January 1, 2016; 
compliance with emissions 200 miles offshore in the US-Canadian Emissions Control 
Area by August 15, 2012; aging experienced mariner workforce.   
 
VMT MAINTENANCE AUDIT UPDATE (4-6) 
Project Manager Tom Kuckertz updated the Board with respect to the audit of 
Alyeska’s maintenance at the VMT that was approved by the Board at the September 
2010 meeting.   Kuckertz went through the vetting process conducted by staff and the 
TOEM Committee to hire a contractor to develop an RFP.  Hisey & Associates was the 
contractor ultimately chosen for the project.  
(This was an information only item.)  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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French moved and Burch seconded to go into executive session to discuss Item S on 
the agenda – Review of Alyeska’s Audit Findings.  Legal counsel and staff members 
Stan Jones, Donna Schantz and Gregory Dixon were also asked to be in the executive 
session.  The motion passed without objection 
 
Recess  
The open session recessed at 4:10 pm. 
 
Friday, January 21, 2011 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER 
President Parker called the meeting back to order on Friday, January 21, 2011, at 8:30 
a.m.   At the time of the roll call there were 14 directors present:  Allen, Burch, van den 
Broek, Eisemann, Faulkner, French, Hart, Johnson, Lewis, Malutin, Moore, Parker, 
Stephens, and Velsko.  Duffy joined the meeting by teleconference at 8:40 a.m. and D. 
Selanoff, in person, at 9:00 am. 

REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Parker reported that the Board had discussed Alyeska’s audit findings and discussions 
with Alyeska would continue.  Executive Director Swanson is to talk to senior Alyeska  
Executives and report back to the Board on those discussions. 
(This ended the report on the Executive Session.) 

For the Good of the Order 
Item J – Long Range Planning Approval – was moved up in the agenda to accommodate 
schedules. 
 
LONG RANGE PLAN APPROVAL (LRP) (4-5) 
Cathy Hart briefly outlined the long-range planning process and the workshop that was 
held on January 19, 2011 to finalize the LRP and presented the plan for years 2012-
2016 for approval. 
 
Burch moved to approve the Five Year Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2012-2016 as 
developed and finalized for consideration by the Board at the January 19, 2011 Long 
Range Plan work session.  Malutin seconded.  Eisemann thanked Hart for all her work 
and that of the committee.  The motion passed without objection. 
 
(Duffy joined via teleconference at 8:40 a.m. - 15 directors present.) 
 
FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE (4-7) 
Director of External Affairs Stan Jones led off the government affairs update and 
introduced Shawna Thoma and Bill Mowitt from Sen. Begich’s Office who addressed the 
Board on Sen. Begich’s priorities in Washington, DC. 
 
Mowitt stated that the commissioned report to the President on the DWH spill had 
been delivered, and most of the recommendations in that report were the things that 
Sen. Begich had already proposed. He stated that Sen. Begich had visited the GOM spill 
area and had seen the whole scope of the response, and was thinking about what it 
would take to launch that kind of response on the North Slope. 
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Mowitt stated that the Shore Act that was introduced as a result of the DWH spill did 
not move out of the Commerce Committee, but nevertheless Sen. Begich was pleased 
that it incorporated a lot of his Arctic oil spill response legislation and many of his 
priorities that were also addressed by the Oil Spill Commission.  It also included 
improvements to the way citizens’ oversight committees are funded as well as a call 
for creating a new citizens’ oversight committee for the Arctic region.  Mowitt said Sen. 
Begich would be pushing these priorities in the next session.  
 
Mowitt said a funding fix for OSRI would be reintroduced in the next session. 
 
Mowitt said that Sen. Begich recognized that the country was in tight financial times 
but he was looking at innovative ways to increase the oil spill liability trust fund and 
using it for spill infrastructure. 
 
Lewis commented that while response is important, prevention is critical and that 
prevention needs to be looked at from the drilling and transportation aspects of the 
industry. 
 
Swanson asked Thoma and Mowitt to thank Sen. Begich for his support of the dual 
escort legislation. 
 
(D. Selanoff arrived - 16 directors present. 
 
Stan Jones continued with the Legislative Affairs Committee report which consisted of 
teleconference updates from Roy Jones in Washington DC and Doug Mertz in Juneau 
on Alaska legislative issues. 
 
Roy Jones reported that the committee had been happy with the coordination from the 
Alaska congressional delegation in support of the dual escort legislation. On the Senate 
side, organization of the committees and subcommittees after the November election 
was still not decided. On the House side, there was major activity on spill issues.  
 
Doug Mertz updated the board on activities in Juneau.  He noted that while the Alaska 
legislative session was only a few days old and still in the organizing and good will 
phase, there seemed to be less acrimony than usual.  He pointed out that it was a 
fiscally conservative legislature and that anything that created a new bureaucracy or 
new expenditures would have a difficult time this session.  This atmosphere could be a 
potential problem for the creation of an invasive species commission.  He noted that a 
bill had been introduced to prevent the current authorization for an invasive plant 
species coordinator from sunsetting in 2011, but there was nothing for 
animals/marine species.  He said other items of interest to PWSRCAC was a proposal to 
change oil/gas taxation as it could impact the funding formula for current state oil 
spill prevention and response activities.  He will continue to monitor. 
 
Velsko stated that he had spoken with Rep. Seaton in Homer on the invasive species 
legislation and Seaton had suggested that the language of the bill make it clear that it 
was aimed at noxious invasive species so as not to include species such as gooey ducks 
and deer on Kodiak Island in the legislation.  French stated that he believed a bill had 
been pre-filed to address this issue. 
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Mertz noted that HB 97 sponsored by Rep. Craig Johnson would continue an existing 
state coordinator for plant species at ADNR. 
 
French emphasized the need for a coordinated state council on invasive species, not 
different federal and state agencies. 
 
REVIEW OF VMT CONTINGENCY NO-NOTICE CALL-OUT DRILL (4-8) 
Linda Swiss and Susan Harvey/Harvey Consulting LLC provided an informational 
briefing to the Board on the ADEC findings on the VMT Oil Discharge Prevention and C-
plan No-Notice Call-Out Drill that was held on July 23, 2010, to test the ability of 
qualified personnel to respond to a Scenario 5 from the VMT c-plan.  A letter from 
ADEC to Alyeska on September 3, 2010, identified the deficiencies. PWSRCAC 
contracted with Susan Harvey/Harvey Consulting to conduct an audit on the drill 
information provided by Alyeska.  Harvey’s audit showed that only 36 positions of the 
required 56 positions were filled by trained, qualified personnel during operating 
period 1, and only 26 of the 56 required positions were filled during operating period 
2, representing a 36% shortfall for the first operating period and 54% shortfall for the 
second period.  Alyeska was informed of PWSRCAC’s analysis and findings in a letter 
dated November 23, 2010. Alyeska and the agencies were invited to attend this 
PWSRCAC meeting to explain how the agencies and Alyeska are addressing the training 
and staff deficiencies found during the drill.  A briefing sheet (Item 4-8) and 
attachments were included in the meeting notebook. 
 
Harvey reviewed with the board how the audit was conducted. 
 
Swiss reported that PWSRCAC had sent a letter to Alyeska and the regulating agencies 
with recommendations (Attachment to 4-8 in meeting notebook). Following those 
recommendations, PWSRCAC met with Alyeska.  As a result, Alyeska will respond to 
the recommendations by letter later in the month.  Swiss said they acknowledged that 
there had been gaps identified by ADEC and committed to work with PWSRCAC to 
resolve this personnel shortfall, and they thanked PWSRCAC for its detailed analysis.  
She said Alyeska has committed to train the personnel and revise their policy and 
procedures within the next 9-12 months.   
 
Swiss stated that PWSRCAC requested responses from Alyeska and the regulatory 
agencies in writing.  USCG had responded and committed to continue to work with 
ADEC and Alyeska to address the perceived shortfalls and that the USCG looked 
forward to the ongoing dialogue to improve response throughout Prince William 
Sound.  BLM had responded that it is allowing Alyeska to demonstrate its adequate 
response capability and the failure will require timely corrective actions.  There had 
been no communication with EPA.  Swiss noted that ADEC representatives were 
present at this meeting to answer questions.   
 
Swiss stated that the plan forward is the commitment by Alyeska to work with 
PWSRCAC to resolve the deficiencies, also the commitment to respond with a plan of 
action later in the month.  Swiss said PWSRCAC was also applauding ADEC and BLM for 
committing to a follow-up drill sometime during the first quarter of 2011.  PWSRCAC 
will assist in any drill planning and evaluation.  Swiss expressed PWSRCAC’s 
appreciation of ADEC’s efforts to call the no-notice drill.   
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Velsko raised an issue about personnel being assigned to positions where the refresher 
training had not being completed.  He said when he raised this as part of the fishing 
vessel training, he had been told they had a waiver.  Becky Spiegel of ADEC stated that 
she was not aware of ADEC giving Alyeska responders any leeway from the annual 
response training, and this issue was one of ADEC’s findings as well. 
 
Susan Harvey pointed out a longstanding PWSRCAC position conveyed to the 
regulatory agencies is that not only is it important that Alyeska fill the positions in the 
c-plan, but whether there is a sufficient number of positions in the VMT c-plan 
allocated to doing a response.  When PWSRCAC tries to demonstrate these fully 
catastrophic spill response drills at the VMT, hundreds of personnel show up to do the 
work and yet the c-plan only has a very small number of personnel allocated in it.  
Harvey surmised that the number in the c-plan is low.  Harvey also pointed out that the 
number of personnel Alyeska trains, qualifies, and manages is based on their 
compliance with their c-plan, so if the actual number required is more, they not only 
need to see the shortfall that already exists in the training but that shortfall is 
considerably larger.  Harvey stated that PWSRCAC has been working with the agencies 
on this and believes that it is critical that they examine collaboratively what the real 
count is or should be to respond to a 203,000 barrel spill at the VMT. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
REVIEW OF UNANNOUNCED NEARSHORE DRILL OF Oct 10, 2010 (4-9)  
Roy Robertson briefed the board on the lessons learned and issues identified by the 
ADEC unannounced drill called on October 10, 2010 to test three nearshore task forces 
to be deployed as described in the initial 72 hours of the PWS Tanker c-plan Scenario 
809. 
 
Among the findings reported were some injuries during deployment and problems 
with working during dark hours.  
 
A final report will be posted on the OSPR Committee link on the website and some 
copies were available at the meeting. 
 
Lewis expressed concerns about the three recordable injuries during the process, 
including one with a back injury who was transported off the boat by helicopter to 
Cordova.  Lewis said he found that level of injuries during a simple mobilization of 83 
vessels for a two-day period to be unacceptable, when industry reports on thousands 
of man-hours over a 10-year period without injuries. 
 
Van den Broek stated that the Fishing Vessel Administrators are overworked and not 
compensated sufficiently for the hours and on-call requirements.  She urged SERVS to 
make the positions more financially attractive because it is difficult to find people 
willing to take the position.  Velsko agreed and urged more communication with the 
whole fleet, not only the boat owners.   
 
Allen commented that the same industry safety culture and basic principles of safe 
working practices should be drilled into the fishing vessel crews so they mitigate risk 
of injury while do these response duties. 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
Recess: 10:35 – 10:45 am 
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MARINE FIRE FIGHTING SYMPOSIUM BUDGET MODIFICATION (4-4) 
Alan Sorum outlined staff’s plan for a Marine Fire Fighting Symposium to take place in 
Valdez during the fall of 2011.  The goal of the symposium is to train land-based 
firefighters how to interface in a marine shipping environment to fight a fire.  The 
symposium training will include shipboard firefighting and regional response 
considerations, with a focus on response to a TAPS tanker fire.  (A briefing sheet was 
included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-4.) 
 
Staff proposed a sole source contract with the providers who have done previous 
firefighting symposiums for PWSRCAC, with funding from this fiscal year to get 
started with the contractor, and then $36,400 of funding in the 2012 fiscal year. 
 
Velsko asked if it were possible to find a cheaper contract by putting it out to bid.  
Sorum stated that an RFP would push back the symposium another year because there 
is so much to be done in preparation.  He anticipated the symposium would not be 
held until September in any event.  Swanson added that new regulations affecting 
Alyeska’s firefighting capabilities in Prince William Sound would come into effect this 
summer.  Until the new regulations come into effect, all the firefighting capabilities are 
provided by land-based firefighters, mostly using land-based assets.  The new 
regulations will require every shipper operating a tanker has to have marine 
firefighting expertise available.  This symposium would bridge the transition to the 
new regulations. 
 
French expressed his general dislike of sole source contracts, but indicated in this 
instance he would support it. 
 
Allen said he would like to see a segment in the symposium dealing with small boat 
fires and something a little more applicable to where we live in fighting a fire. 
 
Questions arose about who else could attend the symposium from other communities.  
Sorum said that under its contract with Alyeska it is appropriate for PWSRCAC to deal 
with its spill region fire departments and would try to bring in a couple of people from 
each community, but there was a gap with this project in securing state funding to 
bring in other people.  Sorum said that would be the first priority on the project to 
explore opportunities for other departments to attend, but PWSRCAC would have to 
find funds from other sources than Alyeska funds. 
 
Stephens moved to approve a sole source professional services contract with Jeff 
Johnson and John Taylor to coordinate the Marine Firefighting Symposium to take 
place in the fall of 2011 (FY2012); and approve a fund transfer of $50,000 in FY2011 
from the contingency fund and commit $36,400 in FY2012 for project 805 Marine 
Firefighting Symposium. Velsko provided the second and the motion passed without 
objection. 
 
PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY & RADIO EDUCATION CAMPAIGN (4-10) 
Stan Jones made a presentation of the December 2010 regional public opinion survey 
and the historical analysis of the data from that survey. Staff asked for guidance 
whether to resume radio advertising in the FY2012 budget or drop it from further 
consideration at this time. 
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Hart recommended that it be referred to the IEC to look at how to reach more people.  
Jones said staff had been using other methods to reach more people, such as through 
the Internet and outreach in schools, but the radio campaign reaches people who are 
not involved otherwise, but it is expensive. 
 
Several board members expressed opinion that the money could be better spent 
elsewhere.  
 
Moore commented that a lot of people come to Valdez from the Matanuska-Valley and 
Fairbanks areas and PWSRCAC was not polling any of those areas to see if ads there 
show a face to people who are coming from those areas to use the resource.  She was 
of the opinion that there is still value in a summer ad, but not necessarily a full year 
ad.  
 
Stephens moved to drop radio advertising from further consideration at this time. 
Van den Broek seconded, and the motion passed (Moore opposed.) 
Swanson noted that PWSRCAC would still continue to have some media presence 
through talk radio programs. 
 
UPDATE ON ALYESKA/SERVS FV PROGRAM (4-11) 
Project manager Jeremy Robida and Deb White of Alyeska updated the board on the 
Fishing Vessel Program (now called Vessel of Opportunity Program).   They reported 
that the number of fishing vessels enrolled in the program had rebounded significantly 
and there were now 404 vessels involved with the program of which 292 were available 
to respond. 
 
Robida outlined the reasons to continue with the project to look at the sustainability of 
the fishing vessel response fleet.  He reported that SERVS had approached PWSRCAC 
with a proposal to collaborate on a joint project and while looking at the root causes 
for the degradation of fishing vessel in the past, the goal is to provide 
recommendations to maintain a robust fishing vessel program into the future.  A 
briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-11.  
 
Faulkner stated that in her conversations with some of the fishing vessel response 
fleet, they do not correlate the training opportunities, information or, challenges of, 
the fishing vessel-training program with PWSRCAC.  She suggested responders be 
invited to attend a PWSRCAC meeting so they understand their connection to the 
overall mission and how they fit into the picture. 
(This was an information only item) 
 
For the Good of the Order 
It was announced that there would be a meeting of the IEC at the PWSRCAC Anchorage 
office at 9:30 am. the following morning (January 22, 2011). 
 
PRESENTATION ON ALASKA RISK ASSESSMENT OF OIL & GAS INFRASTRUCTURE 
Ira Rosen, Project Manager for the ADEC’s Alaska Risk Assessment of Oil & Gas 
Infrastructure gave the Board an overview of the State’s Risk Assessment of the Oil and 
Gas Infrastructure. The risk assessment was designed to get information about the 
pipeline infrastructure on the North Slope with the intent to reduce the frequency and 
the severity of spills and leaks. 
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Rosen reviewed the statistical data and report conclusions with the Board.  The report 
concluded that corrosion is a common cause and the most frequent cause of spills 
over 1,000 gallons.  The report also found that leak detection is an important issue 
since no leaks had been detected by detection systems, all were detected by direct 
visual inspection or someone smelled the fumes and did an investigation.  Large 
portions of the spills are detected in summer.  An expert panel then developed 
mitigation measures.  The recommendations are to focus on oversight and regulatory 
changes.   
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE CHARTER (4-13) 
On behalf of the Board Governance Committee and in follow up to the Board’s 
direction at the September meeting, Stan Jones presented a draft Board charter and a 
draft bylaw revision for general discussion.  Jones asked the Board for guidance on 
whether the drafts were acceptable or needed revisions.  He noted that some 
committee members had expressed reservations about expanding the mandate of the 
committee beyond the basic board development mission laid out by the Board at the 
September meeting, as originally recommended by the Foraker Group.  The Board was 
asked to review the draft proposed charter.  As Jones pointed out, if the Board were to 
adopt the charter, then a rewrite of the Bylaws would be required, and therefore a draft 
of the revised Bylaws was also included. 
 
Stephens said he thought it should be a Board governance document, not expanded to 
non-board volunteers, and that the draft charter needed more work. 
Several board members spoke in favor of it being for the Board only.  The Board took 
no action other than to ask the committee to rework it and bring it back for approval. 
(No action was taken on this item.) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
None. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were invited to make closing comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Secretary 
 
 


