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PWSRCAC Executive Director’s Report  
(Activities since January 2011) 

 
Welcome to the May 2011 Board meeting.   
 
The following is a summary of Executive Director and staff activities since the last 
board meeting in January.  
 
In mid-February, prior to the close of the recertification comment period, a few 
members of the Board (Dorothy Moore, Al Burch, Thane Miller and Walt Parker) along 
with our legislative observer, Mr. Roy Jones and I met with the USCG D17 Chief of 
Staff, Captain Norman (Buddy) Custard and D17 Chief of Prevention, Captain Adam 
Shaw to follow-up on getting started on working out the outlines of a mutually 
beneficial USCG-PWSRCAC communications protocol discussed with Captain Shaw at 
our January board meeting. 
 
ARRT meeting: Board members John Allen, Walter Parker and Cathy Hart as well as 
members of staff attended late February Alaska Regional Response Team meeting in 
Anchorage.  I gave a 15-minute presentation on oil spill risk-reduction Prevention 
measures and consequence-reduction Response measures loosely adapted from the 
talk I gave at the volunteer workshop in December. (The ARRT’s two-year work plan 
was discussed and adopted including much planned work by the Science and 
Technology Committee (STC) and specifically the Dispersants Usage Guidelines Work 
Group to the STC committee.  The PWSRCAC has signed up to participate in this work 
group as a stakeholder and looks forward to constructive participation through the 
STC in the ongoing process of refining the Regional Response Plan following the 
lessons learned and national guidance emanating from the deep water horizon oil spill. 
The next ARRT meeting is in Valdez in August.  
 
Joint Execs Meeting:  In March, members of PWSRCAC’s Executive committee and staff 
met with Alyeska’s new President Tom Barrett and his principal staff.  This was a 
productive first meeting.  Periodically airing issues and diffusing any 
misunderstandings or misperceptions is the purpose of a joint execs meeting and this 
meeting accomplished that.  Alyeska and PWSRCAC have agreed to meet for this 
purpose twice yearly.  
 
In late March, PWSRCAC staff met with Joe Hughes and Ron Dutton of BLM Office of 
pipeline management (OPM).  Ron Dutton is the new BLM-OPM Authorized officer who 
replaced recently retired Jerry Brossia.  Mr. Dutton indicated he had three main 
objectives: to (1) keep the pipeline safe, (2) keep the environment safe, and (3) keep the 
oil flowing.  Additionally Mr. Dutton indicated to the PWSRCAC that he viewed TAPS as 
a “high reliability” type of operation in so much as it must be operated and maintained 
as one which cannot be allowed to fail.  As a consequence, BLM-OPM will be vigilant 
with respect to preventing failures. 
 
Recertification: We are aware of and received 68 letters positively supporting 
PWSRCAC’s recertification.   The USCG’s official final tally arriving on-time into the 
docket was 65 letters.   There were no comments advocating de-certification.   This is 
an excellent showing of support from across the EVOS spill region for the idea and 
accomplishments of citizen oversight.  As expected, we received unconditional 
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recertification as an alternate advisory council for Prince William Sound under 
subsection 5002(o) of OPA90 by the USCG.  However as in past re-certifications the 
USCG took this opportunity to criticize the PWSRCAC for behaving in what the USCG 
perceived as an adversarial fashion and for self-reference and behavior as “watchdogs” 
rather than as fostering “partnerships”.  In a meeting with the USCG’s Captain Shaw it 
was discussed and agreed by both parties that the most unequivocally constructive 
response and path forward would be to simply note the feedback and continue with 
the recent positive momentum of joint participation in PWSRCAC and USCG meetings 
and with the work started on developing a much needed and mutually beneficial 
communications protocol.  A public federal register notice citing the 65 letters from 
around the EVOS region unanimously advocating our recertification and the USCG’s 
official action to recertify us was published earlier this week.    
 
Whistleblower and Complaint Resolution Process policy updates:  Following the 
direction provided by the board at our January meeting, staff met with FORAKER and 
has drafted complaint resolution process policy updates for 1) staff and 2) for 
volunteers  Additionally (as indicated in the IRS form 990) staff have developed a 
whistleblower policy (primarily aimed at instances of potential financial misdeeds).  
Both of these are on the agenda and being brought to the full board for their 
consideration and potential adoption at this May meeting.   
 
Board president Walt Parker, some members of staff and many of our ex-officio 
organizations s attended the 5-6 April, Arctic Council and OSRI sponsored ERMA 
working group demonstration in Anchorage.  ERMA is a NOAA developed Common 
Operating picture spill response software suite used in the GOM spill.   
 
Outreach to Homer: In early April, Linda Robinson, Amanda Johnson, and I of staff 
travelled to Homer to join up with Board member John Velsko and  meet with city 
officials and to attend a Discovery Lab coordinated by the Kachemak Bay Research 
Reserve.  We met with Homer Mayor James Hornaday, City Manager Walt Wrede, Port 
Director and Harbormaster Bryan Hawkins, and the Kachemak Bay Research Reserve’s 
Reserve Manager Terry Thompson.  This was an excellent opportunity for PWSRCAC 
staff to meet with leaders in a member community and to talk to these folks and listen 
to their concerns about the area.  Staff member Linda Robinson will be discussing this 
trip and the outreach program in the course of the board meeting   
 
Late this spring the PWSRCAC also received two USCG letters responding to our 
request for routine provision of public documents or other notices articulating USCG 
regulatory actions with respect to the VMT and associated tankers and support vessels 
without resort to the FOIA process. The USCG D17’s response is essentially that while 
they would like to share information with us, they are restricted from doing so by a 
raft of laws including the privacy act, FOIA etc. etc. and that the Savings clause 
provision of OPA90 section 5002(n) ensures that other laws and regulations are not 
modified repealed or pre-empted by the act.  We have been recommended to seek this 
information from publically viewable web sites like PSIX and CGMIX and if the 
information we seek or need isn’t there we can then go to the FOIA process.  While 
disappointing, this answer is not unexpected and at least gives a basis for managing 
our expectations and a basis for building our communications protocol. 
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In mid-April I attended the Chenega IRA council meeting in Anchorage.   In addition to 
highlighting the activities of the PWSRCAC over the past year, I gave a 30 minute 
presentation on oil spill risk-reduction Prevention measures and consequence-
reduction Response measures loosely adapted from the talk presented at the volunteer 
workshop in December and updated for the RRT meeting in February.  We are 
delighted to have the opportunity to seat a new representative from Chenega to our 
Board  at our May meeting and look forward re-invigorating our connections with the 
Chenega citizens and their concerns at this meeting and through the summer. As we 
did last year, the PWSRCAC has committed to sending one board member and one staff 
member to participate with an in kind donation of a food basket in this year’s 
memorial service remembering those that perished in Old Chenega in the earthquake 
and Tsunami of 1964.  Last year’s attendees were Stan Jones and Dorothy Moore. This 
year’s Old Chenega service and remembrance is on June 10th.  
 
Alyeska financial audit (of PWSRCAC):  PWSRCAC staff met with Ayeska’s chief audit 
leader Bill Polley a week ago and received their written response to our initial 
comments on the audit.  While 7 of the audits 10 findings are now considered 
resolved, three still remain in dispute.  We and our attorney are actively working with 
Alyeska to further discuss and examine these remaining items and to work towards a 
resolution.   
 
PWSRCAC Audit of Alyeska VMT maintenance procedures:  With excellent 
cooperation from Alyeska senior leadership, The PWSRCAC advisory audit of VMT 
maintenance practices is well underway.  Dan Hisey and Darryl Hammond, PWSRCAC’s 
contractors, spent last week in Anchorage at PWSRCAC’s office and at Alyeska’s 
corporate offices at the BP Building doing data collection for the Maintenance Advisory 
Audit. Alyeska’s Anchorage-based project managers and project engineers were 
interviewed to collect information pertaining to the operation of Alyeska’s Reliability 
Centered Maintenance processes.  These efforts were assisted by Alyeska’s liaison 
Barry Roberts and IT staff plus PWSRCAC’s Valdez and Anchorage staff.   Additional 
information will be available at the Board meeting and from Tom Kuckertz and Linda 
Swiss.   
 
Most recently, staff have been very busy travelling all around the EVOS region 
attending fishing vessel response training and various debrief’s following the Spring 
2011 Near-shore Task Force Exercise conducted April 18-20.   This exercise was a 
follow-up to the Prince William Sound near-shore exercise from October 2010 and 
involved demonstrating the ability of three near-shore task forces and the SERVS barge 
500-2 to safely and appropriately respond to an oil spill within the time frames 
indicated in the Tanker Contingency-Plan.   
 
In the days immediately following this Board meeting I will be attending the USCG D17 
Change of Command in Juneau where on 19 May, RADM Colvin will be relieved by 
RADM Ostebo.  Later in May I will attend the USCG Foundation fundraiser in Seattle 
and a day later the Juneau retirement of ARRT Co-chair and my USCG Academy Class 
of 1984 classmate Captain Carl Uchytil.   We are off to a busy start of the summer.  
 


