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Executive Director’s report 

 (Activities since January 2013) 
 

Welcome to the May 2013 Board meeting.   
 
The following is a summary of Executive Director and staff activities since the last 
board meeting in January.  
 
PWSRCAC’s Oil Simulants Project: (23 January) got off to a great start with both the 
Oil Spill Recovery Institute of Cordova and the Spill Control Association of America, an 
oil spill response trade group, joining as sponsors.  A smaller initial meeting with some 
of the workgroup participants and staff members Jeremy Robida, Roy Robertson, and 
Mark Swanson took place on January 23 in Anchorage in conjunction with the Marine 
Science Symposium.  This meeting involved a total of 11 participants and workgroup 
members had a chance to discuss project goals and the approach to these goals. A 
more formal and structured meeting with all workgroup members took place on March 
21 in the Seattle area and involved key players such as the USCG and EPA.  Initial 
feedback was very positive and the meeting reinforced the merits of finding an 
appropriate simulant for specific objectives.  Various workgroup members identified 
widely different end uses and objectives for oil-simulants.  PWSRCAC hopes these 
efforts result in a standing permit for beneficial oil simulant use. 
 
The Alaska Marine Science Symposium: (23-25 January) Several past and present 
PWSRCAC staff, volunteers, and board members attended various sessions of this 
large, well-run no-cost workshop with many relevant presentations regarding marine 
science related research, including research on the impacts and science of oil spills.  
Various staff members were directly involved judging posters, as well as manning and 
monitoring the PWSRCAC booth. 
 
Interview to College Radio Station KRUA: (25 January) Executive Director Mark 
Swanson gave a telephone interview to a KRUA student reporter who was interested in 
the goals and objectives and various successes and contributions of the PWSRCAC.  
The interview was precipitated by recent public attention to the Kulluk incident and 
any associated benefits from our experience in Prince William Sound that may be 
applied to better manage maritime risks in other parts of Alaska.   
 
Administrative Deputy Director Search and Hire: (1-28 February) Staff widely 
advertised and received well over 40 applications for the Administrative Deputy 
Director position that was vacated by Stan Jones retirement in late February.  The 
interview team, comprised of Mark Swanson, Donna Schantz, Gregory Dixon and Stan 
Jones, winnowed the field down to the 8 top candidates to interview telephonically, 4 
to interview in person and 3 to trial with a mock media interview and to meet with the 
Anchorage staff.  Mr. Steve Rothchild, most recently a whale watching vessel skipper in 
Juneau and a former Prince William Sound USCG Buoy Tender Captain out of Cordova, 
with prior sea time in Kodiak was selected as a result of that search process and hired 
for the position.  Steve started work for the Council on 1 April.  Welcome aboard Steve! 
 
Alaska Tanker Company Honored in Juneau: (4 February) The Alaska Legislature 
honored Mr. Anil Mathur and Alaska Tanker Company (ATC) for completing more than 

!



210.109.130502.ExDirRpt 

10 years of safe operation without spilling a drop of crude oil to water with a 
legislative citation signed on February 4, 2013.  ATC carries about one-third of all ANS 
production from Valdez to California and Washington.  PWSRCAC formally noted this 
exemplary environmental record of accomplishment at our January 2013 board 
meeting in Anchorage.  Well done to the ATC mariners and to Anil! 
 
Alaska Forum on the Environment: (4-8 February) PWSRCAC participated with an 
exhibition booth manned by PWSRCAC staff and Kate Morse of the Information and 
Education Committee.  The Forum attracts people from all over the state with 
nationally recognized keynote speakers, and a broad range of topics including, 
emergency response, environmental regulations, fish and wildlife populations, 
contaminated site cleanup, and others.    
 
Pipeline Pigging and Integrity Management Conference & Course:  (12-15 February) 
PWSRCAC staff attended two-day training courses and the two-day 2013 Pipeline 
Pigging and Integrity Management Conference in Houston, Texas. Anna Carey attended 
the Pipeline Integrity Management course and Tom Kuckertz attended the Pipeline 
Pigging and In-Line Inspection Courses.  Certificates of Completion were awarded to 
both Anna and Tom.  The training was followed by the conference at which four 
vendors were identified as having capabilities to inspect, via electronically 
instrumented pigging, piping at the VMT that have been historically assumed as un-
piggable.  
 
Prince William Sound Sub Area Committee Meeting: (13 February) Staff attended the 
latest in a round of PWS sub area committee meetings.  This meeting involved 
confirmation of the tasking assigned to the various workgroups and the composition 
and membership in those workgroups, which are anticipated to begin meeting prior to 
the May 2013 sub area committee meeting. 
 
Meeting with legislators in Juneau:   (19-20 February) PWSRCAC board members Steve 
Lewis, John Velsko and Patience Andersen Faulkner along with staff members Mark 
Swanson, Stan Jones and Donna Schantz and Legislative Monitor Doug Mertz met with 
legislators in Juneau in late February.  The group managed to meet with almost half 
the entire legislature or their staff, and were met with a positive response on invasive 
species, a generally open reception to fixing the Oil & Hazardous Substance Release 
Prevention and Response Fund mechanism (more commonly known as the 470 Fund) 
that funds ADEC’s spill prevention and response operations, and a mixed reception as 
to concerns about bills that would cut back local and individual rights to protest or 
appeal development decisions in their areas.   
 
Alaska Regional Response Team (ARRT) meeting:   (21 February) PWSRCAC staff 
Linda Swiss and Mark Swanson attended the Anchorage ARRT meeting.  Of principal 
importance at the meeting was a discussion of the Alaska Dispersant Guidelines 
development process.  Over the previous six months the Science and Technology 
Committee (STC) of the ARRT had been working on the first phase in a two-phase 
update of the dispersant usage guidelines. Historically the PWSRCAC and many tribal 
entities and other groups have expressed great concern at the potential for 
unanticipated harm that might accompany an un-scientifically evaluated or un-
scientifically justified decision to use dispersants in the course of an oil spill response.  
The Dispersants Usage guidelines revision proposed by the STC and forwarded to the 
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ARRT last November (2012) included significant pre-decision questions and 
consultations with resource trustees that should be asked, answered and accomplished 
prior to any Alaskan FOSC decision to use dispersants.  While this process did not 
prevent use of dispersants it did give significant additional reassurance to 
stakeholders and residents that any such decision would be reasonably well vetted and 
well informed.  A small subset of the ARRT  (USCG, ADEC and EPA) reported they had 
been busy from late December (2012) through this February 2013 ARRT meeting 
modifying the dispersants guidelines to come up with some solution that retains the 
consultation and decision related questions in the dispersant use decision but also 
fully meets national agency level direction to achieve a full pre-approval.  Significant 
discussion ensued challenging the inclusiveness of this process and we expect 
significantly more discussion to follow before this issue is settled.   
 
In-person Staff Meeting in Anchorage:  (February 22) PWSRCAC staff participated in 
an in-person staff meeting in Anchorage.  The meeting included many good 
discussions including a review of the December 31, 2013 financial statements and 
proposed edits to the contracting manual.  Staff typically plans for two of these 
meetings each year.  At the conclusion of the meeting, staff closed the office and 
adjourned to the adjacent bowling alley for a couple of very informal rounds of social 
bowling and to say happy retirement to Stan Jones.   Stan’s last day of work was 
Thursday, February 28.  
 
Coast Guard Recertification:  (28 February) The Coast Guard issued recertification to 
the PWSRCAC valid through February 28 of next year and confirmed this in letter form.  
This recertification was later published in the federal register.  
 
Oil Spill Technology Workshop: (25 February – 1 March) Staff members Roy Robertson 
and Jeremy Robida traveled to southern California to participate in the Fifth Oil Spill 
Technology Workshop sponsored by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Office of Spill Prevention and Response, and Chevron.  The goal this workshop was to 
provide an opportunity for industry and agency to observe emerging tools and 
technologies that are available for oil spill response.  Hopefully this will, in turn, 
stimulate conversations and ideas relating to integrating these tools to meet our 
common goals, to minimize impact to the environment and to maximize the recovery 
of product.  
 
Professional Mariner Magazine Article:  (March issue) There was an article published 
in the March 2013 issue of Professional Mariner magazine regarding PWSRCAC’s 
Winch, Towline and Tether report by contractor Robert Allan. Copies of the article are 
available in both the Valdez and Anchorage offices.   
 
Compass Piece Op-Ed:  (1 March) Mark Swanson submitted an op-ed to the Anchorage 
Daily News titled “It’s time to wake up to the dangers of non-indigenous species 
arriving in Alaska’s waters” in support of Representative Seaton’s introduction of 
HB89. This op-ed was eventually picked up and re-printed in Homer, Cordova, Juneau 
as well as Valdez.  
 
Incident Command System (ICS) Training:  (5-7 March) Staff members Donna Schantz, 
Linda Swiss and Anna Carey participated in Incident Command System (ICS) training 
offered by the USCG in Valdez.   The USCG is hosting this training to support the 
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government–led NPREP Area exercise taking place this June.  Government–led exercises 
occur every 3-5 years in each sub area including PWS and elsewhere and come with 
federal funding for response proficiency training on a whole host of subjects.  The 
training is an excellent opportunity for PWSRCAC staff and other regional stakeholders 
and responders to obtain some critical ICS training at no charge.  PWSRCAC is pleased 
to be able to take advantage of this training.      
 
Launch of the New PWSRCAC website:  (7-8 March) The new PWSRCAC web site was 
launched with fairly little fanfare other than an internal staff round of applause, on 
March 7 and 8th.  The look of the website should be a bit familiar and also a bit 
improved with nice rotating picture galleries.  The significance of the upgrade and the 
reason for needing a new website was predominately in the area of improved ease of 
update. The new website involves significantly easier and more generally accessible 
software with huge advantages in efficiency.  Standard format documents can now be 
easily imported.  Information often appears in multiple places throughout the website.  
Updating one location in the website, now automatically updates the others. 
 
Oil Spill Simulants Seattle Workshop: (21 March) PWSRCAC, the Oil Spill Recovery 
Institute and the Spill Control Association of America hosted a second-round, high 
level, workgroup of oil spill response and marine environment experts from around the 
US in Seattle.  The meeting facilitated a public discussion of any national consensus 
that oil spill simulants are needed to improve oil spill response technologies and 
tactics in the US.  The participants identified preferred substances for use as simulants 
in on-water oil spill response exercises and equipment trials; identified state and 
federal permitting requirements for simulant materials to be used in on-water oil spill 
response exercises and equipment trials; and, discussed whether blanket permits may 
be issued to facilitate on-water oil spill response exercise and equipment trials without 
harming the environment. Mark Swanson and Roy Robertson of staff attended this 
conference in person, and Jeremy Robida participated via teleconference. The 
workshop was facilitated by Nuka Research and Planning.  A workshop report is being 
finalized outlining next steps.  The workshop co-sponsors have agreed to co-author a 
project summary to be given as a presentation at Clean Gulf and potentially other 
national oil spill conferences in the next 12 months.  
 
LLC Alaska Library Association’s Annual Conference:  (21-23 March) IEC member 
Savannah Lewis and staff Digital Collections Librarian Alicia Zorzetto attended the 
Alaska Library Association’s annual conference in Valdez in March.  The conference 
was very well attended with many librarians taking time to visit PWSRCAC’s booth.  
Savannah did a wonderful job promoting PWSRCAC’s oil spill curriculum to public and 
school librarians.  Larry Hibpshman, Oil Spill Project Director for the Alaska State 
Archives and Andrew Goldstein, Curator of Collections and Exhibits at the Valdez 
made a presentation on the Oil Spill Litigation explaining that information from the 
litigation will soon be made available for free electronically.  The presentation 
referenced PWSRCAC’s oral history book “The Spill” as one of the best books to read 
for information regarding the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.  Multiple copies of the Spill book 
were distributed during the conference to be place in various libraries on our region.   
 
Alaska Science and Engineering Fair (ASEF): (22-24 March) IEC member Ruthie Knight 
and staff project manager Alan Sorum attended the Alaska Science and Engineering 
Fair (ASEF) at East High School.  The fair was an International Science and Engineering 
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Fair (ISEF) affiliated event, with winners participating in the international competition 
held in Phoenix, Arizona later this year. COSEE (Centers for Ocean Sciences Education 
Excellence) held their Ocean Science Fair concurrently with ASEF. PWSRCAC provided 
an exhibition booth for the ASEF fair to provide both students and teachers with more 
information about the Council.  
 
PWSRCAC Special Board Meeting: (26 March) In fulfillment of the revised executive 
director evaluation procedure adopted by the board at last September’s meeting, the 
board scheduled and held a special telephonic Board meeting Tuesday, March 26 for 
the purposes of considering and delivering the annual performance evaluations of the 
executive director.  In accordance with the board’s revised policy, the board secretary 
facilitated the annual evaluation process.  
 
PWSRCAC Oil Spill Curriculum Meeting: (29-30 March) On Friday and Saturday, March 
29 and 30, staff Linda Robinson hosted an oil spill curriculum meeting in the 
Anchorage office.  Participants included representatives from Prince William Sound 
Science Center, Auke Bay Lab, Alaska Sealife Center, Sitka Sound Science Center, 
Kodiak’s Ocean Science Discovery Lab, and Katie Gavenus, creator of Children of the 
Spills.   There are several elements of this coordinated effort.  The Prince William 
Sound Science Center will be creating an oil spill curriculum database.  The Alaska 
Sealife Center has contracted with NOAA to create an oil spill module, which will be 
used to assist interpreters in dealing with questions from visitors on oil spills.  
Through the Youth Involvement project, PWSRCAC has hired a contractor to update 
the 2007 oil spill curriculum. 
 
Valdez Marine Terminal Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan review:  (29 
March, 4 April) Public review of the Valdez Marine Terminal Oil Discharge Prevention 
and Contingency Plan officially began March 6, 2013.  Requests for additional 
information (RFAIs) were due March 29 and initial public comments were due April 4.  
The plan has been reformatted into four separate volumes:  (1) regulatory; (2) 
scenarios; (3) VMT tactics; and (4) SERVS Technical.   PWSRCAC staff and volunteers 
concentrated their efforts on identifying areas where additional information is needed 
for clarification or where information has been removed from the current plan.  Once 
RFAIs were submitted to ADEC, the clock for the public review stopped.  ADEC will 
now review our comments along with any other public input, select which RFAIs they 
support, identify areas where ADEC feels they need more information, and submit 
their own RFAIs to Alyeska.  Typically, there is no time requirement for a response by 
the plan-holder.  The plan expires in May 2013.   
 
ICS Training:  (1-4 April) The USCG provided PWSRCAC staff members an additional 
opportunity to participate in a 4-day Incident Command System (ICS) training at no 
charge. The ICS300a course was held April 1-4 and was taught by FEMA and USCG 
members.  The USCG hosted this training to support the Area exercise taking place this 
June.  Staff members Donna Schantz, Linda Swiss, Anna Carey, Alicia Zorzetto and 
Jeremy Robida attended. The training was the second of three excellent opportunities 
for PWSRCAC staff and other stakeholders to obtain some critical ICS training.  In 
appreciation for the USCG-funded training opportunity and in partial (in-kind) support 
of valuable training, PWSRCAC funded and provided coffee service for the ICS training 
event attendees.  
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Remote Control of the VMT Project Contractor Site Visit:  (1-5 April) Dan Hisey, 
PWSRCAC contractor for PWSRCAC’s Project 507, Remote Control of the VMT, 
conferred with PWSRCAC and Alyeska staff regarding various aspects of the project.  
Alyeska permitted limited access to its documents, facilities, and personnel in order to 
facilitate progress on the project.  A set of interview questions were developed that 
pertained mostly to Federal and Alyeska requirements for control room operation and 
alarm management.  Alyeska automation experts were interviewed with respect to 
these requirements in Anchorage early in the week and at the Valdez Marine Terminal 
later in the week.  One principal Alyeska OCC subject matter expert and senior 
manager, initially identified as being available to answer a plethora of technical 
questions in support of this high priority PWSRCAC project, was later restricted to 
providing answers only in writing.  This individual very recently left Alyeska 
employment.  Given these developments, the status of Alyeska support in response to 
the questions of our OCC project contractor is presently unclear.   
 
Meeting with USCG Sector Anchorage:  (3 April) Mark Swanson and Steve Rothchild 
met with the USCG Sector Anchorage Commander, Captain Paul Mehler and his Deputy 
Shane Montoya to discuss a range of subjects of topical interest.    
 
Executive Director Outreach in Kodiak: (4-6 April) Mark Swanson travelled to Kodiak 
on April 4 -7.  Along with former board member Iver Malutin, Swanson visited the 
village of Old Harbor and met with tribal leaders in that community.  On Friday 
Swanson led a series of oil spill prevention and response discussions with board 
member Jane Eisemann’s high school students (see below), followed by presentations 
Saturday with teacher and youth education contractor Switgard Duesterloh.  
 
Kodiak High School Visit: (5 April) Mark Swanson visited the Kodiak High school and 
spoke with all of the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th graders as they cycled through PWSRCAC 
board member Jane Eiseman’s 7 different Friday classes.  The 45 minute presentations 
given to each of the seven classes included a discussion of the PWSRCAC and our goals 
and objectives as well as a participatory discussion of all the various waterway users 
and other native, commercial, industrial, regulatory and recreational stakeholders with 
a nexus to their local maritime environment.  These high school students through 
facilitated group discussions, developed their own understanding of both the 
overlapping and the occasionally conflicting legitimate concerns of these groups and 
explored in some detail, the many prevention measures put into place that effectively 
balance these concerns and serve to protect the common interests of the various 
maritime stakeholders 
 
Annual SERVS Fishing Training: The annual SERVS Fishing Vessel training is well 
underway.  PWSRCAC staff attended and participated in 5 port trainings this year; staff 
members Roy Robertson, Jeremy Robida, Serena Lopez and Linda Swiss, each variously 
participating in the training in Homer, Seward, and Cordova.   PWSRCAC Staff was not 
able to attend the training in Kodiak, and Whittier.  Additional training is scheduled in 
the week following the May Board meeting in Valdez.   Feedback on this year’s round 
of fishing vessel training has been consistently excellent.  The quality and consistency 
are reportedly way up over past years with good participation and feedback on the 
value of the training from the participating fishermen.  Kudos to the fishing vessel 
coordination folks at SERVS for a much-improved program.  
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Meetings with BLM and ADEC:  (8 April) Mark Swanson and Steve Rothchild met with 
Nolan Heath of BLM and Betty Schorr of ADEC.  The purpose of these meetings was to 
introduce Rothchild as the Council’s new Administrative Deputy Director.   
 
Kodiak Comfish: (April 10-13) Kodiak’s annual Comfish was held April 10-13 at its 
convention center.  Staff Linda Robinson took the booth, and was visited by board 
members Jane Eisemann and some of her students, and Al Burch.  Former board 
member Iver Malutin also came by.  New Seward board member Jim Herbert also came 
and received a briefing on the staff, volunteers and some of the council’s projects.  A 
couple of visitors were very complimentary about the SERVS fishing vessel training 
that was held the week prior to Comfish. 
 
Kenai Peninsula Borough Science Symposium: (April 16) Staff Linda Robinson 
presented a poster on the council’s science projects at the Kenai Peninsula Fish Habitat 
Partnership Science Symposium in Homer.  The symposium was held at the Islands and 
Ocean Visitor Center. 
 
Meetings with USCG in Juneau: (April 19) Staff Administrative Deputy Director Steve 
Rothchild travelled to Juneau to conduct various meetings and to re-introduce himself 
in his new role with the PWSRCAC to ex-colleague-USCG officials at the Juneau district 
office.  While in Juneau, Rothchild also met with Ed Page of the Marine Exchange as 
well as our State legislative monitor Doug Mertz.  
 
NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator Science of Spills Training:  (24 April) PWSRCAC 
staff Roy Robertson attended an all day training session on the science of spills 
including fate and effects modeling software, air and oil trajectory and prediction 
software, ERMA NOAA’s comprehensive and layered spill status and resource database, 
as well as a discussion of monitoring protocols for non-traditional response methods 
like dispersants and in-situ burns.  This training is provided annually as a refresher by 
PWSRCAC ex-officio and NOAA SSC John Whitney for the USCG staff in Valdez.  This 
was the first instance in several years where PWSRCAC was offered an opportunity to 
participate.  Many thanks to the USCG and to NOAA’s John Whitney. 
 
PWSRCAC Interview with UK Journalist Adam Weymouth: (29 April) Executive 
director Mark Swanson gave an interview on the PWSRCAC’s role in helping citizens 
promoting environmentally safe operation of the Alyeska marine terminal and 
associated tankers to UK journalist Adam Weymouth.  Mr. Weymouth is travelling on a 
Winston Churchill Grant researching resource extraction industries in Alaska and will 
report his findings on return to the UK.   
 
ICS 400 Training:  (30 April) Staff Donna Schantz, Steve Rothchild, Linda Swiss, Anna 
Carey, and Jeremy Robida attended a one day ICS 400 level training offered by the 
USCG in Valdez.  This was the third training opportunity in a series of 3 leading up to 
the June NPREP exercise.  
 
Valdez Public Radio (KCHU) interview:  (1 May) Mark Swanson participated in KCHU’s 
weekly hour long coffee break call-in radio program.  Swanson used the opportunity to 
highlight agenda items and other items of public interest relative to the 2,3 May board 
meeting in Valdez.   
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Notable people: We are happy to note the arrival of Sea River’s new port captain, 
Angelina Fuschetto.  Angie is travelling over the May board meeting but will be calling 
in on Friday to give her update and tell the board a bit about SeaRiver’s new 
construction project.  
 
Former Board member representing Seward, John French resigned his board 
membership at the end of the January board meeting.  This meeting we will be 
recognizing John’s 10 years of service to the PWSRCAC with the presentation of a 
commemorative 10-year clock.  The city of Seward formally recognized John’s decade 
of service on the PWSRCAC board representing Seward with a commemorative 
resolution at the same meeting where they installed Seward’s new PWSRCAC board 
member Jim Herbert.  
 
Coming Up Next:  Next week staff is meeting with various Alaska delegation staff 
members in Anchorage.  
 
Several committee volunteers and a few staff members will be attending the Tatitlek 
Cultural Heritage Week Pot Latch dinner and auction on Friday May 10.  This year as 
in past, SeaRiver Maritime is chartering a Stan Stephens vessel to transport a variety of 
maritime stakeholder attendees from Valdez to Tatitlek and back.   
 
The following week from 14-16 May, Board members Patience Andersen Faulkner and 
Dorothy Moore along with Steve Rothchild and Mark Swanson of staff will travel 
Washington DC for a series of legislative and regulatory meetings arranged by 
legislative monitor Roy Jones.    
 
The PWS Sub Area Committee and ARRT meetings will be held in Valdez on May 21 
and 22 respectively.  PWSRCAC staff are signed up to participate in each of the various 
established workgroups for the sub area committee and look forward to an active 
period throughout the balance of 2013 and into 2014 in re-validating and updating the 
PWS sub area plan. 
 
The ICS Training for Downstream Communities’ Project will be kicking off with our 
first host community of Homer on 30 May.  The objective of this project is to provide 
fairly high level ICS training to downstream community officials and to highlight the 
opportunities and mechanisms within the ICS system and existing Incident 
Management structure for downstream communities to constructively work within the 
system to have community concerns heard and considered from the very outset of a 
major cross jurisdictional spill event.   The focus will be on the Regional Stakeholders 
Committee, Local On Scene Coordinator, IMT Command staff Liaison Officer, and JIC/ 
PIO roles and functions in working with affected and concerned stakeholder 
communities.  Follow-on 2013 events in Whittier and Cordova will complete the first 
round of this multi-year project.    
 
We have an exciting and interesting board meeting agenda.  Thank you for attending.  I 
look forward to an informative and productive meeting. 


