
REVISED   3-2 Attachment   

 

A Resolution of the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
supporting the full staffing of the Valdez National Weather Service Office. 

 
Whereas, the National Weather Service (NWS) established a part-time office in Valdez in 
response to the notice announcing construction for the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in 1969 
and upgraded staffing in the office to provide continuous service with the arrival of 
crude oil to the community in 1977; and 
 
Whereas, the weather in Prince William Sound and its entrance to the Gulf of Alaska is 
often severe and unpredictable, conditions can vary significantly with its the numerous 
bays, narrow fiords and mountain passes; and 
 
Whereas, safe transportation of crude oil through Prince William Sound depends on a 
number of supporting safety systems that includes the need for accurate local 
forecasting; and  
 
Whereas, accurate, locally generated weather forecasts are needed by mariners and 
other organizations in Prince William Sound to make safe operational decisions; and 
 
Whereas, long term employment of a full-time staff at the Valdez NWS Office 
contributes to the stability of weather observations taken, protects institutional 
memory and improves the local knowledge of needed to generate valid weather 
forecast products; and 
 
Whereas, efforts made by aircraft and marine vessels to collect and cleanup crude oil 
in the event of an oil spill depend on the availability of good, locally generated weather 
forecasts; and 
 
Whereas, responders to natural and man caused disasters need high quality weather 
forecasts to design their missions, develop safe travel plans, coordinate the use of 
resources and prepare for possible evacuations; and 
 
Whereas, locally dedicated weather employees can focus on the unique needs of the 
Prince William Sound region and not be distracted by the multiple demands seen of 
personnel assigned to the Anchorage NWS office. 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Prince Williams Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council that it opposes further loss of qualified staff at the Valdez NWS 
Office and that the National Weather Service restore its Valdez Office to its historic 
staffing of five people that would again allow continuous coverage of the region and 
improve the local knowledge required by forecasters to produce quality forecasts. 
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