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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

May 2-3, 2013 
Valdez, Alaska  

 
 

Members Present 
Amanda Bauer City of Valdez 
Robert Beedle  City of Cordova 
Al Burch (via teleconf.) Kodiak Island Borough 
Pat Duffy(via teleconf.) Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
Nick Garay (via teleconf. 5/2/13 only) City of Homer 
Jim Herbert  City of Seward 
Cathy Hart   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 
Marilynn Heddell  City of Whittier 
Blake Johnson  Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Stephen Lewis (via teleconf.) City of Seldovia 
Thane Miller  Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Dorothy Moore  City of Valdez 
Walter Parker (via teleconf.) Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition 
Diane Selanoff  Port Graham Corporation 
Roy Totemoff Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA Council 
 
Members Absent 
Emil Christiansen  Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Jane Eisemann City of Kodiak  
Larry Evanoff  Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council  
David Totemoff Chugach Alaska Corporation  
 
Ex-Officio Members Present 
Ron Doyel Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
CDR Ben Hawkins (5/2/13 only) U. S. Coast Guard 
Joe Hughes  U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
 
Committee Members Present 
Robert Jaynes POVTS Committee 
Bill Conley POVTS Committee 
Cliff Chambers POVTS Committee 
Pete Heddell POVTS Committee 
Jerry Brookman OSPR Committee 
Bob Benda TOEM Committee 
Harold Blehm TOEM Committee 
George Skladal TOEM Committee 
Paula Martin SA Committee 
Ruth E. Knight IE Committee 
 
Staff Present 
Mark Swanson Executive Director 
Donna Schantz Director of Programs 
Steve Rothchild Administrative Deputy Director 
Linda Robinson Outreach Coordinator 
Gregory Dixon Financial Manager 
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant 
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Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Amanda Johnson Project Manager 
Jeremy Robida Project Manager 
Roy Robertson Project Manager 
Alan Sorum Project Manager 
Anna Carey Project Manager Assistant 
Alicia Zorzetto Digital Collections Librarian 
Jean Cobb Administrative Assistant 
 
Others Present 
Barry Roberts  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Scott Hicks Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Andres Morales Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Mike Meadors  Alaska Tanker Company 
Angelina Fuschetto (via telecon.) SeaRiver Maritime 
Monty Morgan  Polar Tankers 
Fred LeJeune Polar Tankers 
David Miller Polar Tankers 
Bill Jeffries BP Shipping 
Rod Heun Crowley Maritime 
Bill Walker Legal counsel: Walker & Richards, LLC 
Dave Cobb  Mayor, City of Valdez 
John Hozey  City Manager, City of Valdez 
Bob King (via telecon.) Sen. Mark Begich Wash. D.C. Office 
Lynn Kent Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Betty Schorr (via telecon.) Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Becky Spiegel (via telecon.) Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Jennifer Lindberg (via telecon.) Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Ron Dutton U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management 
LCDR Mike Franklin United States Coast Guard 
LT Roberto Trevino  United States Coast Guard 
John French Pegasus Environmental Solutions – Alaska 
Doug Mertz PWSRCAC Legislative Monitor 
Melissa Berns Kodiak Old Harbor Native Assn. 
David Ridge Crowley Maritime Services 
Rodney Jones Crowley Maritime Services 
Mauva Gauthier (via telecon.) Coastal & Ocean Resource 
John Harper (via telecon.) Coastal & Ocean Resource 
Aaron Ernst Retro Report 
Tom Lakosh (via telecon.) Citizen 
Stan Stephens Citizen 
 
Thursday, May 2, 2013 
 
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
The annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council was held May 2 and 3, 2013, at the Civic Center, Valdez, Alaska. President 
Dorothy Moore called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. on May 2, 2013. 
 
A roll call was taken.  At the time of the call to order there were insufficient directors for a 
quorum.  A quorum was attained at 8:40 a.m. The following 11 directors were present at 8:40 
a.m., representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Bauer, Duffy, Faulkner, Hart, Heddell, 
Johnson, Lewis, Miller, Moore, Selanoff, and R. Totemoff.  Al Burch joined via teleconference at 
8:45 a.m. (12 directors present). 
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Mayor Dave Cobb welcomed the Council to Valdez and thanked the Council for its work for 
almost 25 years protecting Prince William Sound. 
 
Introductions followed and directors gave brief reports of their activities since the last meeting.  
 
Bill Walker said that he had timed his announcement to enter the gubernatorial race with the 
RFP for legal services so that PWSRCAC was not left with the uncertainty as to his intention in 
this regard.  He stated that when the approval of the new legal services contract with Levesque 
Law Group (the recommended bidder) is taken up on the agenda there was no problem from his 
perspective having the new contract commence almost immediately instead of waiting until July 
1, 2013, as bid. 
 
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green-colored sheet).  The agenda was approved, 
as presented, on a motion made by Miller and seconded by Hart.  
 
DIRECTOR APPOINTMENTS (4-1) 
A revised briefing sheet 4-1 outlined the updated list of nominee representatives received from 
PWSRCAC’s member organizations for confirmation by the Board.  The Board was asked to 
confirm the two-year terms of the selected representatives for each of the member entities 
listed in the revised briefing sheet. The Board was also asked to confirm the one-year term of 
Mr. Robert Beedle, replacing John Kasch as the representative for the City of Cordova, for the 
unexpired term of Kasch’s seat. 
 
Faulkner moved to confirm the two-year terms of the selected representatives for each of the 
member entities, as follows: 
 

Cathy Hart   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Assn. 
Nick Garay   City of Homer 
Jane Eisemann   City of Kodiak 
Steve Lewis    City of Seldovia 
Jim Herbert   City of Seward 
Amanda Bauer   City of Valdez 
Blake Johnson   Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Emil Christiansen  Kodiak Village Mayors’ Assn. 
Thane Miller    Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corp. 
Roy Totemoff   Tatitlek Corp. & Tatitlek Village IRA Council 
 
And confirmation of the seating of Mr. Robert Beedle, to the one-year, unexpired term of 
Mr. James Kasch, representing the City of Cordova. 

 
Selanoff seconded, and the motion passed without objection. With this action, there were 14 
directors present. 
 
MINUTES (1-1, 1-2) 
Hart moved to approve the minutes of the Board Meeting of January 17-18, 2013 and March 
26, 2013.  Faulkner seconded, and the minutes were approved (with minor typographical 
errors to be corrected). 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Tom Lakosh requested that PWSRCAC redouble its efforts to ensure that the laws already in 
place to protect Prince William Sound from any adverse effects of the movement of TAPS 
tankers are being enforced.  He stated that despite 23 years since the passage of OPA90 and 
another year since the State of Alaska’s renewal of contingency plans, there were still not the 
mandated spill prevention and response assets in the Prince William Sound contingency plans 



1-1 

Page 4 of 24  

and vessel response plans. He said that the recent grounding of the Kulluk had exposed a flaw 
in the design of the towing vessels in that not only do they lose propulsion and towing power 
due to ventilation of the stern propellers in high seas, but the loss of power is periodic so as to 
cause the failure of towlines and breaking of shackles when the propellers do actually engage 
the water.  The result of this was that the Kulluk was able to drag several tugs with it and he 
said the same problem could be expected with a laden tanker. He said this also extends to the 
escorting of tankers through Prince William Sound, and that closure conditions should be 
lowered for transits until ADEC, USCG and SERVS can test and demonstrate proven escorting in 
drills in conditions that they may encounter.  
 
OPENING COMMENTS AND ACTIVITY REPORTS -- PWSRCAC TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 
 
OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE (OSPR) 
Vice Chair Jerry Brookman reported that the OSPR Committee had met twice since the last 
Board meeting and its next meeting would be held on May 16.  He said the committee’s main 
focus during this first part of the year had been on long-range planning.   
 
On projects, Brookman reported as follows: 
 

• Project 651 Contingency Planning – the Prince William Sound Tanker C-Plan was 
approved on November 1, 2012 and staff continued to participate in the Oil Properties 
Workgroup which was awaiting results from Environment Canada and Merv Fingas.  As 
to the VMT C-Plan (expiration May 2013), Brookman reported that the plan was found 
sufficient for review in February and the public review period began in March.  Requests 
for Additional Information (RFAI) were submitted in March, and staff would report in 
detail later in this meeting’s agenda. 
 

• Project 654 – Geographic Response Strategies Development.  Brookman reported that 
the committee had been briefed on the status of the work in the Seward Zone and the 
committee would address a way forward on GRS at its next OSPR meeting. 
 

• Project 752 – Preparedness Monitoring.  Brookman reported that the committee had 
approved the VMT Incident Management Team Exercise Report and a December 7, 2012 
report on Nearshore Operational Readiness Exercise for Shotgun Cove, Whittier.  The 
committee had also approved an equipment deployment report for Cordova Provider 
held on January 9, 2013.  As to preparedness exercises, Brookman pointed out that the 
USCG-led VMT exercise was scheduled for June 11-13, 2013 and the Polar Tankers Prince 
William Sound exercise was scheduled for October 8-10, 2013.   
 

• Project 703 - Review of Fishing Vessel Program.  This project had been incorporated 
under the 7000 Oil Spill Response Operations Program.  Brookman reported that the 
annual fishing vessel spill response training was underway and had already been done 
in Kodiak, Homer, Seward, Whittier and Cordova.  Valdez would be next.  Staff had 
attended the training in Homer, Seward, Cordova, and would attend in Valdez also. 
 

• Project 709 - Oil Spill Simulants.  Brookman reported PWSRCAC had partnered with 
Cordova’s Oil Spill Recovery Institute (OSRI) and the Spill Control Association of 
America in March to host a workshop addressing simulant use.  Participants included 
regulatory agencies (NOAA, EPA, USCG, BSEE (Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement)), as well as OSROs and PWSRCAC.  He stated that a white paper was being 
developed for publication and submission to a major spill response conference.  The 
workshop addressed permitting challenges and local training. 
 

• Project 7901 – Incident Command System (ICS)/Incident Management team training for 
stakeholders.  Brookman reported that there had been a lot of outreach for the ICS 
training for stakeholders.  ICS training would be held on May 30 in Homer; the Whittier 
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and Cordova dates had not yet been scheduled.  He said staff would brief the Board in 
more depth later in the meeting’s agenda. 

 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC) 
Chair Dr. Paula Martin reported via teleconference that the committee had met three times 
since the last Board meeting and the next meeting would be June 3, 2013.  She also reported 
that Dr. Mark Udevitz had resigned as Vice Chair of this committee and she had been elected to 
replace him.  She reported that she had attended the Oil Spill Dispersants Workshop in Baton 
Rouge, LA, March 12-13, and Dr. Roger Green had attended the International Conference on 
Aquatic Nuisance Species in Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, April 21-25, 2013, and both trip 
reports were available on the PWSRCAC committee website. 
 
As to the committee’s work on projects, Martin reported the following: 
 

• Project 7540 - Science Planning. Martin reported that a draft plan had been approved at 
the committee’s January 28, 2013 meeting and was being brought to the other PWSRCAC 
technical committees for their input. Feedback from the other committees would be 
consolidated and brought back to SAC for finalization and acceptance. 
 

• Project 9310 – Dispersants Biodegradation of Spill Oil in Prince William Sound.  Martin 
reported that at is January 28, 2013 meeting SAC approved the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology Principle Investigator’s request to publish the results of seawater from New 
Jersey and from Prince William Sound in its final report. 

 
• Project 9510 – LTEMP.  Martin reported that SAC had drafted a change order to reduce 

the contract amount by $70,500 for the LTEMP project.  The reduction was negotiated 
due to the lack of annual reports received.  An interim report is anticipated. 

 
• Project 9520 – Aquatic Nuisance Species.  Martin reported that the Smithsonian had 

completed its research on benthic species and would be submitting a report later this 
summer.  She also reported that Cordova and Whittier still needed green crab observers. 

 
• Project 9550 – Physical & Chemical Properties.  Martin stated that SAC would request 

Board approval at this meeting of the report titled Ingestion and Effects of Dispersed Oil 
on Marine Zooplankton by Richard Lee of the Skidaway Institute of Oceanography.  

 
• Project 9590 – Hydrocarbon Toxicity.  Martin reported that SAC would request Board 

approval at this meeting of the report titled Toxicity Effects of Dispersed Alaska North 
Slope Oil on Fish-Final Report and Appendices by the Centre for Offshore Oil, Gas and 
Energy Research (COOGER), Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 

 
• Project 9591 – Port Valdez Shrimp Hydrocarbon Testing.  Martin reported that a 

progress report on this project was received in March and that three species of shrimp 
(coonstripe, spot, and pink) were discovered when collecting samples in February. 

 
PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS (POVTS)    
Chair Bob Jaynes reported that the POVTS Committee had met three times since the last Board 
meeting.  The committee had been tracking the availability of tugboats and tanker traffic in 
Prince William Sound under the 800 Program, and had also been tracking the weather reporting 
buoys in Prince William Sound.   
 
He reported that contractor Robert Allan had collected information for the Escort Tug Boat Best 
Available Technology (BAT) report. 
 
Jaynes reported that planning was underway for the Fall 2013 Marine Firefighting Symposium.  
The symposium will be held at the AVTEC facility in Seward, October 8-10. He noted that by 
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holding the symposium in Seward it would give the firefighters the ability to train with live fire 
for the first time for this type of training. 
 
As reported previously to the Board, the Ice Detection Radar project had been separated into 
three phases, only two of which were currently being worked. These projects would be used in 
future years as a base for an FSA:   
 

• (1) Upgrade of the Ice Detection Radar (Signal Processor) project.  The contractor C-Core 
drafted an RFP for the upgrade, which had been reviewed by the POVTS Committee and 
was currently being reviewed by USCG and Alyeska before being released for bid. 

 
• (2) Columbia Glacier Iceberg Monitoring Project.  Contractors Tad Pfeffer of the 

University of Colorado and Shad O’Neel with the USGS had provided the committee with 
updates on the assessment of ice conditions and the associated risk of Columbia 
Glacier.  As reported at the last Board meeting, permission was granted by Tatitlek 
Corporation to install a camera to monitor the glacier on Heather Island. 

 
Jim Herbert asked LCDR Mike Franklin, the USCG representative at council table, if the USCG 
had a timeline on when USCG might finish its review and release the bid for the ice detection 
signal processor upgrade. LCDR Franklin replied that he did not have a timeline at this time. 
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (TOEM)  
Chair Bob Benda reported that the TOEM Committee had met once since the last Board meeting.  
He said that staff continued to monitor projects at the VMT through monthly visits and updates 
the committee on these activities at their meetings.  He said that PWSRCAC had been following 
industrial waste water system (IWWS) repairs, berth arm repairs and power generation-related 
repairs. 
 
Benda reported that the final report of the Corrosion of VMT Assets project was approved at 
the January Board meeting.  The final report was forwarded to regulators and Alyeska with 
cover letters.  A follow-on project – Inspectability of Piping at the VMT – was currently being 
developed.  Executive Director Swanson clarified that the delegation of contracting authority for 
this project was originally on the consent agenda for this meeting but was pulled prior to 
approval of the final agenda because the project amount was lowered to just under $50,000 
from $51,000 as part of developing a balanced FY2014 budget and was now within the 
contracting authority of the Executive Committee (i.e., under $50,000.)  
 
Benda reported that the final report on the project looking at the Fire Protection Assets at the 
VMT was approved by the Board at its January meeting and was forwarded to the City of Valdez 
and Alyeska.  An update on the status of the memorandum of understanding that was the 
major recommendation in the report would be given to the Board later in this meeting. 
 
Benda reported that contractor Dan Hisey had been to Anchorage and Valdez working on the 
Remote Control of the VMT project.  Preliminary information on the remote control system had 
been collected and a few interviews were completed. 
 
Benda reported that the Response Planning Group (RPG) had provided a crude oil sample 
through the Crude Oil Properties working group and was currently being analyzed.  This sample 
was expected to contribute to progress on TOEM’s ANS Crude Oil Properties Project, as well as 
interests of OSPR and SAC. 
 
INFORMATION & EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC) 
Chair Patience Andersen Faulkner reported that the Information and Education Committee (IEC) 
had met twice since the last Board meeting.  In April, Kate Morse resigned as vice chair, and the 
committee planned to elect a new vice chair following the May Board meeting.  Faulkner 
updated the Board on the following IEC projects: 
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• Project 353 – Youth Involvement.  Faulkner reported that the following programs were 

funded under the Youth Involvement Project: 
o In April, Kodiak Ocean Science Discovery Program –Scientists to Rural Schools – 

Dr. Switgard Duesterloh and Dr. Lei Guo.  PWSRCAC Executive Director Swanson 
attended. 

o In May, Valdez High School Marine Biology Field Trip – Alaska Coastal Ecology – 
Jenny Heckathorn. 

o In June, 2013 Prince William Sound Teacher Expedition – Partnership to reach 
more Alaska teachers and better integrate oil spill recovery and prevention into 
curriculum – Alaska Geographic. 

Faulkner reported that the next RFP under this project would be distributed in May this 
year. 
 

• Website Redesign.  Faulkner reported that the new and improved www.pwsrcac.org 
website was launched successfully in March.  The latest news and RFPs were now 
available by email and RSS feed via the new website. 

 
• Information Dissemination.  Faulkner reported that several fact sheets and posters on 

PWSRCAC’s project had been produced.  The one-page summaries were already being 
distributed and are available via the new PWSRCAC website.  Faulkner also announced 
that a PWSRCAC entry had been added to Wikipedia in April. 

 
• Document Management System.  Faulkner reported that staff had formed a project team 

to discuss and produce a way forward on the current archiving system.  The team would 
meet in May to discuss the RFP to update the current FileMaker Pro database and to 
confirm the budget and timeline for the upgrade. 

 
• Orientation.  Faulkner reported that the IEC had developed a revised orientation 

program for new members and staff. Two training sessions were scheduled for this 
meeting. New and existing directors, as well as committee members, were encouraged to 
attend these sessions at the end of each day’s agenda: Part 1: The RCAC 101 and 
Prevention Overview on Thurs. May 2; and Part 2: The Volunteer Handbook on Friday, 
May 3. 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS COORDINATION TEAM   
Chair Bob Jaynes reported for the Committee Chairs Coordination Team and said that the 
committee chairs and co-chairs had met twice since the last Board meeting and settled on a 
name for the group – the Committee Chairs Coordination Team.  He said the committee had 
been working with IEC on updating the Volunteer Handbook and on creating an orientation for 
new volunteers.  They had approved updates for both at its last meeting.  Jaynes also reported 
about the new orientation process for new volunteers, which describes what PWSRCAC is all 
about, what it does, and the processes it goes through.  The team had also helped decided on 
which FY2014 projects were of interest to other committees and they had started working with 
their committees to determine the level of cross-committee interest and how they would like to 
be kept informed or involved in these projects.    He said the group was also looking at 
committee member job descriptions and the long-range planning process. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS AND ACTIVITY REPORTS -- PWSRCAC SUBCOMMITTEES 
 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (LAC)   
Doug Mertz, PWSRCAC Legislative Monitor in Juneau, and Steve Rothchild, PWSRCAC 
Administrative Deputy Director, gave an update on legislative monitoring activities. 
 
Rothchild reported that the LAC had met a few times during the session. Three members of the 
committee had been to Juneau during the session, and two directors and two staff would be 
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going to Washington, D.C., in a few weeks.  Rothchild reported that a new “coastal caucus,” had 
formed in the Alaska State Legislature, and LAC would be meeting to discuss how to approach 
this group going forward.   
 
Mertz reported that PWSRCAC had been following a number of issues and other developments – 
particularly the loosely formed “coastal caucus.”  He stated that there were three areas that 
PWSRCAC had followed.  One area was a number of bills introduced by the Parnell 
Administration, which would have drastically limited the rights of citizens and local 
communities to participate in permitting decisions and legal actions/appeals of permitting 
decisions. The second area was invasive species (NIS) problems, and the third was the funding 
of the SPAR Division of ADEC using the 470-Fund. 
 
On the permitting process bills, Mertz said most of them did not pass, but PWSRCAC would 
continue to monitor their progress with the goal of ensuring that its communities not were not 
“frozen out” of the permitting process. 
 
On the NIS bills, Mertz reported that nobody was against the proposed legislation (HB89), but it 
had moved nowhere because nobody seemed to care enough to spend any political capital on it.  
He said PWSRCAC needed to remind legislators that this is an issue that people of the region 
care about. 
 
Mertz reported that the funding of the 470 Fund was facing a similar fate as the NIS bills, i.e., 
until a crisis hits, the Legislature probably would do nothing, and PWSRCAC needed to remind 
the Legislature that this funding mechanism was important. 
 
Mertz said that LAC would continue to work with the new caucus of the coastal districts.  
 
He said the best thing PWSRCAC has done in the past was to send a delegation to Juneau in the 
middle of the session.  He said it was valuable and recommended that PWSRCAC continue this 
practice. 
 
Mertz also pointed out that every district in Alaska would be re-districted before the next 
election.   
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE   
Treasurer Marilynn Heddell reported that the Finance Committee had met on April 17, 2013, 
and was presented with a draft budget, which the committee approved and would be 
recommending for approval at this meeting.  The Finance Committee had also discussed the 
salary adjustment for the executive director.  This also was on this meeting’s agenda. 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
Faulkner reported that the Governance Committee had met twice since the last Board meeting. 
She said the committee would be soliciting new members, as there were currently only four 
after John French resigned at the last meeting.  Faulkner said the committee had continued with 
its review of the bylaws.  Proposed revisions for Section 3, which were deferred to this meeting 
from the January meeting, were on the following day’s agenda, along with newly proposed 
changes from Section 4.  She noted that with approval of the changes to Section 3 and 4, all the 
Bylaws had been reviewed, and the committee would move on to a comprehensive review of 
PWSRCAC’s policies. 
 
Faulkner reported that in addition to the bylaw revisions the committee was recommending a 
proposed change to the Governance Committee Charter at this meeting. 
 
Faulkner said the committee had also been actively reviewing the updated Volunteer Handbook 
and new volunteer orientation and training.  She asked the Board to complete a survey to aid 
the committee in developing the next Board training. 
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ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Barry Roberts gave the report on the VMT and SERVS statistics and activities through the first 
quarter of 2013: 
 
Safety: (As of 3/31/13)  0 days away and 0 recordables for Alyeska personnel.  
    .36 with 1.1m work hours for contractors. 

Environment: (As of 3/31/13) 5 spills totaling 14.066 gallons, of which three were to water  
    and two to land (none were crude spills). 
Projects: (As of 3/31/13)  

 
VMT Operations (OM&S & Marine): 

•  No tanks due for internal inspection this year.  
•  Berths 4 & 5. Berth 4 load arm #4 will be replaced this summer.  New arms were 

on order for Berth 5 but will not arrive before the end of summer, so they will 
likely be replaced early in 2014. 

•  IWWS.  Alyeska is continuing discussions with ADEC.   
 
VMT Utilities BWT: 

•  Tank 80 to be cleaned and inspected.  
•  BTT (West) being coated // routine maintenance 

 
SERVS Operations: 

•  Barge 500-2 returned from shipyard. 
•  Deck cranes overhauled, new living quarters and lighting.  
•  Barge Mineral Creek & 450-8 living quarters replacement had been done.  
•  Vessel Quarters Lifecycle Replacement: Fine Tuning.  
•  Barge 450-3 & 450-8 Gram-Rec skimmer replacement. 
•  Open Water Skimmer Standardization: Still Working. 

 
Operations: 
 
 As of 3/31/13: 

•  Tankers Loaded: 64 
•  Tankers Escorted: 69 (5 Inbound laden)  
•  Barrels Loaded: 46.1 M 

 
Since start up:  

• Tankers Loaded: 20,987 
• Tankers Escorted: 12,148 
• Barrels Loaded: 16.088 B 

 
SERVS Operations (as of 3/31/13): 

• 18 Non-Emergency Tanker assists. (Maintaining 6 knots in the Narrows). 
• 0 Tether Exercises. 
• 0 Towing Exercises. 
• 115 Training Events. 

 
Fishing Vessel Availability by Port: 

 
Port   Tier 1  Tier 2 
Valdez  18    15 
Cordova  37  109 
Whittier    7    24 
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Seward     30 
Homer      59 
Kodiak        53 
Totals   62  290 
 

Preparedness for Response:   
 

C-Planning:  

• The VMT C-Plan had been submitted for sufficiency. Awaiting RFAIs. 
• Tanker Plan Scenario Walkthrough – this summer. 

 
 
Drills & Exercises: 
 

2013 Upcoming Drills & Exercises: 
• As previously mentioned, Spring Fishing Vessel training will be ongoing  
• Lake Bay & Main Bay Hatchery Deployments (May 15-18)  
• USCG Area Exercise; Max most probable discharge at VMT (June 12-14)  
•  Response Centers; Whittier, Solomon Gulch, Tatitlek, Cannery  

 Creek and Chenega (Jun/Jul)  
• Cordova Triennial Maintenance Deployment in Cordova (Week of July 16)  
• Fall Fishing Vessel Training (Sept 17-27)  
• Polar Tanker shipper exercise (October 7 -10)  

Swanson asked about Alyeska’s project Z653 that would remove some of the insulation on 
Berths 4 and 5 this summer and examine the condition of the pipe and some of the welds.  
Roberts said that Alyeska planned to examine all the girth (tie-in) welds and over-water piping 
this summer. Scott Hicks added that the project would continue this summer and had been 
expanded over its original planned level of effort.  He stated that not all of the insulation would 
be removed from the piping but the intent was to investigate the tie-in welds, which was where 
Alyeska discovered the problem it had last year on the “down-comers.”  Hicks noted that the 
scope of the project had almost doubled since last year. He explained that Alyeska discovered a 
problem last year on the vertical drop downs where there had been a weld that was not 
properly coated or had not had the repair coating done to them. He explained further that the 
pipes were typically put in in double-jointed sections and there were fabrication welds in the 
middle that would have received the proper coating and would not have been damaged during 
the tie-in weld.  
 
Johnson asked about repairs to the loading arms.  Hicks responded that the loading arm #4 on 
Berth 4 would be repaired this year so that Berth 4 could be put back into service for the 
coming winter, and then in 2014, when the loading arm crane is available, all the loading arms 
on Berth 4 would be replaced at that time. 
 
Johnson also asked if there were any projects planned this summer for testing the integrity of 
the dike secondary containment system.  Hicks responded that there would be some non-
destructive testing of the containment liner along with other IWWS work. 
 
Herbert commended SERVS for an upgrade in some of the fishing vessel training this year. 
 
BLM’s Joe Hughes asked if there was plan to lift the pipe and look under the saddle portions 
along with looking at the welds.  Hicks said that was not in the plan for this year’s work.  
Hughes also asked about snow removal.  Hicks responded that it went well this year. They got 
started earlier and had trained up some additional resources and were able to stay ahead of it 
all winter. 
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Lewis asked where the removed snow was being moved to and whether the snow dumps were 
being monitored for sheens as it melted.  Hicks said he was not sure where the removed snow 
was being taken, but their side dump equipment is monitored for leaks and any found are 
shoveled into plastic bags and put through the ballast water treatment system.  
 
Recess: 10:50 a.m. - 11:05 a.m. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS - EX OFFICIOS 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC)   
Ron Doyel reported that ADEC was currently negotiating with Alyeska on a fix for problems 
with the IWWS and the meetings had been productive.  He noted the drills coming up in 2013 in 
which ADEC would be actively involved and was looking forward to participating as evaluators 
and participants.  On the State’s contaminated sites program, he said there would be a big push 
to get to the VMT this summer and evaluate contaminated sites there to address not only 
continued cleanup, but those that may be closed out.  He deferred other comments to specific 
agenda items. 
     
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM)   
Joe Hughes reported that BLM was also working on IWWS.  He stated that all the piping was 
hydrostatically tested, etc, in the fall of 2012, and the temporary fixes held.  He pointed out 
that, as Alyeska does not have a permanent fix, the temporary fixes are doing what they are 
designed to do and there are no leaks.  He said the agency was also working with the USCG on 
their drill planning for their June exercise.  He said he was looking forward to the Berth 4 
repairs and the Tank 80 repairs.  
 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG)   
Mike Franklin, Executive Officer of the Valdez Marine Safety Unit, spoke in CDR Ben Hawkins’ 
absence at this time.  He said USCG was focused on the drill in June.  He noted that there was a 
lot of preparation required.  (CDR Hawkins was present in person the following day.) 
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI) 
(No report.) 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR)   
(No report.) 
 
NATIONAL OCEANIC & ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION (NOAA)   
(No report.) 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF FISH AND GAME (ADFG) 
(No report.) 
 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
(No report.) 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
(No report.) 
 
OPENING COMMENTS: SHIPPERS & OWNER COMPANIES 
 
POLAR TANKERS:  Monty Morgan noted the presence of Fred Lejeune, Polar’s Emergency 
Response Director, and David Miller, Polar’s Emergency Response Coordinator at this meeting.    
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He stated that he had attended the Fishing Vessel training in Cordova. Polar had filmed the 
training and it would be posted on Polar’s website.  He said Polar also planned to film the c-plan 
scenario in the area exercise in October where Polar is the planholder of record.  
 
He went on to give the safety and performance statistics for Polar for the first quarter of 2013: 
 

• 0 incidents (injuries or spills) 
• 30 loads (24,500,000 bbls loaded) 
• 4 of the 5 ships have had the defective rudders replaced.  The fifth ship, the Polar 

Resolution, took her last load and would then head south for her fix. 
• Transitioned fleet to water-sealed coolers. 

 
Morgan reported that Katie Miller was the first person from Valdez High School to complete a 
cadet internship and sail on a Polar tanker.  He said Polar would like to encourage more from 
Alaska to follow into the cadet program.  
 
He spoke of an APICC externship program, which allows a high school teacher to get experience 
in merchant marine and take that experience back to the classroom to explain and inspire 
students how math is used in everyday life and perhaps get them excited about a career in the 
merchant marine.  Katie Miller’s father will be the first high school teacher to do this 
externship. 
 
Morgan also reported that Polar would hold a bridge team management critical maneuver 
course in September.  He said Polar was also working on the planning for the area drill during 
the first week of October where it would be the planholder of record.  
 
Polar Tankers was commended by several around the table for its forward thinking and 
proactive approach to education and simulations training.  Moore offered to introduce Polar 
representatives to the new Valdez High School superintendent in order to further the merchant 
marine education opportunities that Polar offers Valdez students. 
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC): Mike Meadors thanked PWSRCAC for the previous night’s 
reception and sent regrets from Anil Mathur for his absence. 
 
On safety and environmental performance, Meadors reported zero spills and 0 recordable 
injuries.   He shared a letter from ADEC Commissioner Larry Hartig to ATC President Anil 
Mathur commending ATC for its 10th year of exemplary safety and environmental performance.   
 
BP SHIPPING:  Bill Jeffries echoed Meadors’ comments about PWSRCAC’s reception the previous 
evening.  He also commended Alyeska/SERVS for its Fishing Vessel Training Program. 
 
CROWLEY MARITIME:  Rod Jones, Director of Operations in Valdez, and David Ridge, 
Operations Manager for the Ship Assistance Escort Fleet in Valdez gave Crowley Maritime’s 
opening comments.  Jones said Crowley was proud of its bridge resource management, tug-
based, simulation course which will be run at the Pacific Maritime Institute in Seattle. It was 
developed in Alaska and is geared specifically to tug bridge resource management.  He said that 
all current mariners have gone through the course and all new hires will go through it.    
 
Jim Herbert commended Crowley for its mariner educational programs.  He asked about the 
watch hours and the difficulties of getting enough sleep on a 30-day schedule with a 6-on-6- off 
watch standard to avoid incidents because of human fatigue.  Both Jones and Ridge said that 
the company was aware of that and was trying to mitigate those risks.   Jones spoke generally 
about the aging workforce in the merchant marine and Crowley’s commitment to an ongoing 
program to recruit and train new mariners and making sure that they are well trained. 
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Alan Sorum commended all the shippers and Crowley for their support of the drills and 
exercises, and particularly Crowley for its support of the fire symposium and the POVTS 
Committee. 
  
Jones noted that a Crowley vessel was recently involved in an incident that was still under 
investigation by USCG.  He said he could not say more about the incident until the USCG had 
issued its report, but he said Crowley was proud of its vessel and its crew. 
 
Again, Moore offered to make introductions to the Valdez High School superintendent on 
behalf of Crowley.  
  
PRESIDENTS’ REPORT TO THE BOARD 
Moore said that she would not reiterate the activities that were already outlined in the Executive 
Director’s report.  In lieu, she spoke of the approximately 200 miles of shoreline in Prince 
William Sound compared with other parts of the country and the crucial need for accurate 
weather forecasting in the Sound for those on the water. 
 
She said she had met with Alyeska’s President Barrett a few times since the last Board meeting.   
 
She noted that action on a request from AI-TC for a seat on the Council at the last meeting was 
presently in AI-TC’s court, and when they came back to PWSRCAC, the Board would take up the 
issue at that time. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT TO THE BOARD (2-1) 
Mark Swanson expressed appreciation for all who attend PWSRCAC meetings and all the 
volunteers who commit time to PWSRCAC.  A written Executive Director’s Report was included 
in the meeting notebook as Item 2-1.  He recapped that report with the Board. 
 
Lunch Recess: 12:25 p.m. – 1:05 p.m. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
 
Presentation to John French:  President Moore presented retired director John French with a 
commemorative clock and thanked him for his 10 years of service to the Council. 
 
Announcements:  Moore reminded those present of two tours that were available at the 
conclusion of the day’s agenda:  A tour of the Crowley tugs, and a tour of the model of Old 
Valdez at the Museum Annex. 
 
Welcome and Introduction:  Moore acknowledged the presence of retired director Stan Stephens 
and welcomed him to the meeting. 
 
FY2014 BUDGET APPROVAL 
Gregory Dixon made some introductory comments and asked the Board to approve the FY2014 
budget document discussed at the budget workshop the previous day.  Dixon pointed out that, 
it if passed, it would be a balanced budget. 
 
Heddell moved to approve the FY2014 budget in the total amount of $3,917,412.00. 
Miller seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1, 3-2, 3-4, 3-5) 
Faulkner pulled Item 3-2 Resolution Supporting Full Staffing of the Valdez Weather Service Office 
from the consent agenda.  It was placed under Item I Consent Agenda Items for Discussion on 
the following day’s agenda.  
 
The following items remained on the consent agenda, as amended: 
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 3-1 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PWSRCAC CHECK SIGNERS 

Adoption of the resolution provided by First National Bank Alaska to update the 
persons authorized to sign checks and transact other business on PWSRCAC’s 
two bank accounts. 

 
3-4 APPROVAL OF FY2014 CONTINGENCY PLANNING CONTRACTOR POOL 

Authorization of individual contracts for professional services with the selected 
contractors listed below with the aggregate total not to exceed the amount 
approved for Project 651 Contingency Plan Review in the final FY2014 budget; 
and delegation of authority to the Executive Director to enter into individual 
contracts with the following selected contractors: 

 
-Brendan Environmental 

 -Gay Dunham 
 -E-Tech Environmental, Inc. 
 -Harvey Consulting, LLC 
 -Nuka Research and Planning Group, LLC. 
 -Pegasus Environmental Solutions - Alaska 
 

3-5 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SALARY ADJUSTMENT 
Approval of a 4% adjustment to the Executive Director’s base salary beginning 
with the pay period starting May 6, 2013. 

 
Selanoff moved to approve the consent agenda, as amended.  Hart seconded and the consent 
agenda was approved, as amended. 
 
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
President Moore opened the floor to nominations for officers and members-at-large to the 
Executive Committee: 
 
President:    Hart nominated Amanda Bauer. 
 
Vice President:  Heddell nominated Dorothy Moore. 
   Bauer nominated Thane Miller. 
 
Secretary:    Beedle nominated Patience Andersen Faulkner. 
 
Treasurer:   Faulkner nominated Marilynn Heddell. 
    
Members-at-Large: Bauer nominated Cathy Hart. 
   Faulkner nominated Blake Johnson 
             Hart nominated Diane Selanoff. 
              Lewis nominated himself. 
              Johnson nominated Robert Beedle. 
 
There being no further nominations and hearing no objection, nominations were closed. Moore 
announced that ballots would be distributed and elections held the following day, pursuant to 
Board practice. 
 
STATUS OF MOU BETWEEN ALYESKA FIREBRIGADE AND THE VALDEZ FIRE DEPT. (4-2) 
Project Manager Assistant Anna Carey, along with Scott Hicks of Alyeska/SERVS and John 
Hozey, the City Manager for the City of Valdez, updated the Board on the progress of a 
memorandum of understanding between the Alyeska Fire Brigade and the City of Valdez Fire 
Department with regard to fighting fires at the VMT.  Such an agreement was a major 
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recommendation in the final report on Project 554-Fire Protection Assets at the VMT by 
PWSRCAC contractor Haines Fire and Risk Consulting, LLC.  
 
Scott Hicks stated that the principals of both entities had met and discussed the mutual aid 
issues. He said, however, that there was not an agreement yet but both sides were working on 
it.  One of the major issues in the negotiations was how the Alyeska Fire Brigade would respond 
if assistance was requested by the City of Valdez.  
 
John Hozey said progress would continue to be made and that it required face-to-face meetings 
and discussion by the chiefs of each entity rather than an exchange of emails.  Several board 
members thanked Hicks and Hozey for working together to come up with an agreement.  
 
(This was an information item only.) 
 
UPDATE ON THE VMT C-PLAN RENEWAL (4-3) 
Project Manager Linda Swiss updated the Board on the status of the VMT Oil Discharge 
Prevention and Contingency Plan (VMT C-Plan).  A detailed briefing sheet was included in the 
meeting notebook at Item 4-3 with copies of PWSRCAC’s comments as attachments thereto. 
 
As explained by Swiss, the changes to the VMT C-plan included a reformat of all the 
information from one large volume to four smaller ones.   These volumes include: 
 

Volume 1, Regulatory 
Volume 2, Scenarios 
Volume 3, VMT Tactics Manual 
Volume 4, SERVS Technical Manual 

 
Swiss reviewed the renewal timeline, the renewal volumes, and plan recommendations.  
PWSRCAC’s RFAIs were submitted on March 29, 2013, with final comments due April 4, 2013.  
PWSRCAC had four key recommendations as follows: 
  

1. Increase Response Planning Standard (RPS).   
Swiss explained that the RPS calculation was based on the largest tank (535,000 bbls)  
less a 60% prevention credit for secondary containment and 5% prevention credit for on-
line leak detection (which reduced the RPS to 203,000 bbls in 72 hours).  PWSRCAC has 
concerns over the integrity of secondary containment and PWSRAC recommended 
removal of the prevention credit or require Alyeska to demonstrate that the secondary 
containment liner meets a “sufficiently impermeable” standard.  
 
2. Personnel and equipment needed to match increased RPS.    
Swiss pointed out that an increase in the RPS would also require additional personnel to 
respond to a higher (535,000 bbl) spill.  PWSRCAC recommended a thorough 
examination of personnel and equipment requirements to respond to a larger RPS–sized 
spill. 
 
3. Prevention and response training.   
Alyeska needed to demonstrate that it had an adequate number of trained and qualified 
personnel available for prevention and response. PWSRCAC recommended that there be 
a clear description of prevention and response training.  
 
4. Oil Spill Prevention.  
PWSRCAC recommended a thorough examination of the prevention measures at the 
terminal. 

 
Swiss noted that the current c-plan was set to expire May 9, 2013, and, given the timeframe, 
that expiration would have to be extended to allow time for the responses to the RFAIs.  
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(This was an information-only item.) 
 
ADEC PRESENTATION ON OIL RECOVERY DEVICE RATINGS (4-4) 
Project Manager Roy Robertson introduced Sharry Miller of ADEC who made a presentation of 
how ADEC assesses skimmer system efficiency for oil recovery systems.  The Prince William 
Sound Shippers are considering whether to replace the TransRec 350 skimmer with coated disc 
skimmers manufactured by Crucial Inc. The efficiency of the replacement skimming system 
would be an important consideration for this change. 
 
A document entitled Skimmer System De-Rating for Contingency Planning – a Guide for Plan 
Holders was distributed Miller said this was developed by ADEC as a guide to plan holders. 
 
(This was an informational item.) 
 
INGESTION & EFFECTS OF DISPERSED OIL ON MARINE ZOOPLANKTON REPORT APPROVAL 
(4-5) 
Project Manager Joe Banta presented a final report on the Uptake and Effects of Dispersed Oil by 
Zooplankton by Richard Lee of the Sidaway Institute of Oceanography, and asked for Board 
acceptance of this report.  A preliminary report was presented to the Board at its September 
2012 meeting.  The final report included a summary and synthesis of recent research on the 
subject.  A briefing sheet and a copy of the final report were included in the meeting notebook 
as Item 4-5. 
 
Hart moved to approve the final report titled Dispersed Oil Effects on Zooplankton by Dick Lee 
of the Skidaway Institute of Oceanography, and to direct staff to forward the approved report 
to Alyeska and appropriate regulators with a cover letter outlining key recommendations.  
Faulkner seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
Recess: 3:45 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION ON RECENT ADEC INITIATIVES BY LYNN KENT, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER. 
ADEC Deputy Commissioner Lynn Kent was invited to address the Board about ADEC issues 
and activities of interest to PWSRCAC.  She said she had met with Executive Director Swanson a 
few weeks before to get an idea of what may be of particular interest or concern to PWSRCAC. 
 
The first item discussed was the review of industry contingency planning regulations by ADEC.  
Kent reported that Betty Schorr’s team was working on revisions to Article 4 under Ch. 75 of 
the contingency planning application and review process.  The goal of this revision is to make it 
easier for the applicant, ADEC, the citizens advisory groups, and the public at large to review 
and comment on c-plans.  She said ADEC would be taking a different approach to this revision.  
It would be a two-step process.  A public notice would be issued, probably sometime in July, for 
informal comment and seeking public input before drafting the regulations. The next step 
would be drafting of the proposed changes, followed by a normal public comment period, in 
approximately September. 
 
Next, Kent discussed the Incident Command System (ICS) and Regional Stakeholder Committee.  
Swanson had advised her that there was concern at PWSRCAC that the RSC best practice might 
go away during a spill response event.  She assured the Board that ADEC does not intend for it 
to go away.  She stated that during the Kulluk response there were concerns about 
communications during the incident and the fact that the ICS was housed in a facility that was 
not as secure as ADEC would have liked.  She said that there were no plans to do away with the 
RSC, but after every event ADEC issues an after-accident report where the responders discuss 
what worked and what did not in order to make continuous improvements.  At an On-Scene 
Coordinator (OSC) workshop they discussed how these RSCs work, and ADEC would be drafting 
a modification to the ICS and stakeholder process.  The proposal is to have two groups: one of 
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tribal and local governments (so that there is good communications with those who have 
jurisdictional authority and responsibilities); and the other would be affected stakeholders 
(including PWSRCAC).  She pointed out that when ADEC develops spill response plans and the 
ICS approach it has to work everywhere in the state, not just where there are regional citizens’ 
advisory groups.   ADEC has to ensure that it gets the local input, so important during a spill 
event, whether the area has a citizens’ advisory group or not. 
 
Kent distributed two handouts on the 470-Fund (Response Fund) and the funding sources of 
the prevention and response accounts that comprise the 470-Fund.   As Kent explained, the 
prevention account funds all of ADEC’s prevention programs and is funded by a 4 cents per 
barrel surcharge on crude oil produced in the state.  With declining oil production, the 
prevention account has been declining for many years and the amount coming into the fund 
has been less than that needed to sustain ADEC’s operating budget to run those programs.  The 
balance is now predicted to go down to zero so there will be insufficient funds to run those 
ADEC programs.  Kent said that the agency was anticipating a problem in FY2015. The solution 
is to increase oil production or by direct appropriation from the general fund to bring the fund 
whole again. 
 
Herbert asked if ADEC had discussed which programs would be cut if direct appropriation from 
the general fund was not made by the Legislature.  Kent responded that it had not specifically 
discussed this internally but would push the Legislature hard to fund the programs with direct 
appropriation. 
 
Kent noted that SPAR Director Larry Dietrick had retired that week after 37 years with 
department, and more long-time staff would leave in the next month.  In the meantime Betty 
Schorr would be acting director while the department looks for a replacement. 
 
Kent said that more and more information was being made available to the public on ADEC’s 
website.  She said one of the more recent additions were interactive maps.  She said that the 
cost of adding more items to the website and maintaining the information on an ongoing basis 
was setting ADEC’s priorities of what should be on-line.  As to c-plans, she said that the 
department was working on getting at least a list of the c-plans and their expiration dates on 
the website.  She welcomed PWSRCAC’s suggestions on what it deems important items that 
should be added. 
 
Swanson thanked Kent for coming to address the Council. 
 
PRESENTATION OF OSRI’S SHOREZONE MAPPING CITIZEN SCIENCE INITIATIVE (4-6) 
Project Manager Joe Banta introduced a new program developed by the Oil Spill Recovery 
Institute for involving local citizens in environmental monitoring, called the Three Amigos 
Project.  The project provides an approach for environmental monitoring of intertidal biota by 
coastal community groups (citizen scientists).  By implementing a simple, photo-based 
monitoring program, intertidal biota can be recorded, and the documentation can provide a 
good baseline of natural climatic cycles as well as anthropogenic-generated change (such as an 
oil spill) Photos of fixed locations provide the primary observational record.  The monitoring 
emphasizes using three dominant species – barnacles, mussels, and rockweed – as the main 
biota to be monitored – the “three Amigos.”   
 
Mauva Gauthier of Coastal & Ocean Resource (one of the three scientists who developed the 
program) made the presentation-in-chief via teleconference and was joined by John Harper also 
of Coastal & Ocean Resource via teleconference.  The goals of the program are four-fold: 

‐ To collect information on the condition of rocky intertidal communities and changes 
that occur over time; 

‐ To extend intertidal monitoring to sites around the GOA (i.e., improve spatial coverage); 
‐ To engage coastal communities in environmental monitoring; and 
‐ To build an interactive network of engaged citizen scientists around the GOA. 
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A briefing sheet and an in-depth outline of the program were included in the meeting notebook 
as Item 4-6. 

 
(This was an informational item.) 
 
HYDROCARBON TOXICITY UPTAKE & EFFECTS ON DISPERSED OIL REPORT APPROVAL (4-7) 
Joe Banta introduced the report Toxicity Effects of Dispersed Alaska North Slope Oil on Fish for 
Board approval and gave an overview of the report’s findings.  The report summarized original 
research on hydrocarbon toxicity from dispersed oil to herring, salmon and cod.  A detailed 
brief sheet and the final report were included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-7. 
 
Hart moved to accept the final report and appendices funded under Project 959 titled Toxicity 
Effects of Dispersed Alaska North Slope Oil on Fish by Dr. Kenneth Lee, Ms. Monica Boudreau, Ms. 
Sarah Johnson, Dr. Simon Courtenay, Dr. Les Burridge, Ms. Monica Lyons, Mr. Ken MacKeigan, 
Mr. David Wong, Ms. Colleen Greer, Dr. Peter Hodson, Dr. Zhengkai Li and Mr. Scott Ryan.  Miller 
seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
REVISION TO PWSRCAC BYLAWS (4-8) 
Administrative Deputy Director Steve Rothchild presented the proposed revisions to Section 3 
and Section 4 of the PWSRCAC Bylaws that were deferred from the January meeting. The 
revisions came to the Board from the Governance Committee.  The proposed revisions were 
included in the meeting notebook as Attachment 4-8. 
 
Hart moved to approve proposed revisions to the portions of Section 3 and Section 4 of the 
bylaws as presented in Attachment 4-8.  Faulkner seconded.  A roll call vote was taken: 
 
 Bauer  Yes. 
 Beedle  Yes. 
 Burch  Yes. 
 Duffy  Yes. 
 Faulkner Yes. 
 Herbert Yes. 
 Hart  Yes. 
 Heddell Yes. 
 Lewis  Yes. 
 Johnson Yes. 
 Miller  Yes. 
 Moore  Yes. 
 Selanoff Yes. 
 R. Totemoff Yes. 
 
The motion passed unanimously, all 14 directors present voting in favor (2/3rd vote). 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Miller moved to go into executive session to consider technical committee appointments (4-9).  
Hart seconded and the motion passed without objection. 
 
Recess 
 
The open session of the meeting recessed at 4:15 p.m. 
 
Friday, May 3, 2013 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER  
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President Moore called the meeting back to order at 9:00 a.m. on May 3, 2013.  A roll call was 
taken.  The following 15 directors were present at the time of the call back to order: Bauer, 
Beedle, Burch (via teleconference) Duffy (via teleconference), Faulkner, Herbert, Hart, Heddell, 
Lewis (via teleconference), Johnson, Miller, Moore, Parker (via teleconference), Selanoff, R. 
Totemoff.      
 
(CDR Ben Hawkins was present representing the USCG). 
 
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Moore reported that the Board had met in executive session and discussed committee member 
applications (Item 4-9) and the Board was now ready to take action: 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER APPOINTMENTS 
A list of applicants for committee seats was included in Item 4-9 briefing sheet in the meeting 
notebook. 
 
Burch moved to appoint the following volunteers to two-year terms on the committees 
listed below (which included the addition of Robert Beedle and Jim Herbert to OSPR to 
the names in Item 4-9 briefing sheet): 
 

Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) 
Richard Green   Renewal 
John Kennish   Renewal 
Paula Martin   Renewal 
Mark Udivetz   Renewal 
(Committee consists of eight members including renewals.) 
(Directors on SAC: Dorothy Moore, Walt Parker.) 
 
Terminal Operations & Environmental Monitoring Committee (TOEM) 
Harold Blehm    Renewal 
(Committee consists of seven members including this renewal.) 
(Directors on TOEM: Steve Lewis and Amanda Bauer.) 
 
Oil Spill Prevention & Response Committee (OSPR) 
John LeClair   Renewal 
Gordon Scott   Renewal 
(Committee consists of nine members including renewals.) 
(Directors on OSPR: Walt Parker, Robert Beedle, and Jim Herbert.) 
 
Port Operations & Vessel Traffic Systems (POVTS) 
Cliff Chambers   Renewal 
Bill Conley   Renewal 
(Committee consists of eight members including renewals.) 
(Directors on POVTS: Pat Duffy and Jane Eisemann.) 
 
Information and Education Committee (IEC) 
Lanette Oliver    Renewal. 
(Committee consists of 11 members including this renewal.) 
(Directors on IEC: Patience Andersen Faulkner, Jane Eisemann, Cathy Hart.) 

This ended the report on the executive session. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (continued from the previous day)    
Stan Stephens spoke about the great loss of expertise and knowledge when long-term directors 
eventually leave the Council.  He suggested that the Board consider creating an advisory 
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committee of former board members who could be consulted so as to maintain the strength of 
PWSRCAC by retaining the expertise of those members who have served a long time. 
 
Moore directed staff to take the suggestion to the Board Governance Committee and to report 
back to the Board. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS – SHIPPERS (continued) 
Angelina Fuschetto of SeaRiver Maritime spoke by teleconference on SeaRiver’s new build 
program and updated the Board on the status of SeaRiver’s two new ships the Liberty Bay and 
the Eagle Bay, with expected delivery dates in April and December 2014, respectively. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS/MEMBERS-AT-LARGE TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Election ballots for the 2013-2014 officers and members-at large to the Executive Committee 
were distributed, marked, collected and tallied by staff. President Moore announced the election 
results as follows: 
 

President:   Amanda Bauer 
Vice President:   Thane Miller 
Secretary:   Patience Andersen Faulkner 
Treasurer:   Marilynn Heddell 
Members-at-Large: Blake Johnson 

Diane Selanoff 
Steve Lewis 

 
Moore agreed to continue to chair the meeting to its adjournment. 
 
INCIDENT MANAGEMENT FOR REGIONAL STAKEHOLDERS (4-10) 
Project Manager Jeremy Robida gave a status update on PWSRCAC’s Project 7901 Incident 
Management for Regional Stakeholders workshops scheduled for early summer in the 
communities in Cordova, Whittier and Homer.  A briefing sheet and attachment was included in 
the meeting notebook as Item 4-10.   
 
The educational workshops for local stakeholders would cover the basics of Incident Command 
System (ICS), Prince William Sound contingency plans, available response assets, and the 
general response operating protocols that are followed by the Incident Management Team (IMT).  
The educational workshop was designed to boost stakeholder understanding of the prevention 
and response systems in place within Prince William Sound, and provide some context for how 
a response would be handled.  Should an event occur, stakeholders would be better prepared to 
understand what is happening, why it is happening, and how their input into these matters can 
be communicated most effectively.  
 
(This was an information-only item.) 
 
AMENDMENTS TO BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE CHARTER (4-11) 
Deputy Director Steve Rothchild introduced amendments to the Board Governance Committee 
Charter for approval.  A briefing sheet and the proposed amendment were included in the 
meeting notebook as Item 4-11.  The amendment would bring the committee’s appointments in 
line with other Board committee annual appointments, remove term limits, and set the 
committee quorum to three.  Rothchild stated that the committee had discussed the proposed 
amendments at its April 2, 2013, and recommended Board approval. 
 
Hart moved to approve the proposed amendments to the Board Governance Committee 
Charter as presented in Item 4-11.  Miller seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
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Bob King of Sen. Mark Begich’s office in Washington, D.C., joined via teleconference for a 
general question-and-answer session about issues of interest to PWSRCAC and said he was 
interested in hearing from the Council, particularly about progress of implementation of the 
dual escort provision that was passed in the Coast Guard bill almost two years previously.   
 
He acknowledged receipt of PWSRCAC’s resolution about the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund and 
PWSRCAC’s suggestion to use the fund for prevention.  He said Sen. Begich wanted to look at 
this closely.  He said he was also interested in hearing about near-misses in the past several 
years and the Council’s working relationship with the USCG. 
 
Swanson asked if he had information on when there may be some movement in Congress on 
the spill prevention and response recommendations that arose from the 2010 BP Deepwater 
Horizon spill.  King responded that at some point Congress needed to get serious about the 
recommendations.  He said there had been criticism leveled at Congress because of its lack of 
action on the recommendations.  He said he thought they needed a little more time to percolate 
out.  He said Sen. Begich has sought to increase funding for research for spill prevention and 
preparedness for the arctic area as activity increases there.  He said he was able to increase 
funding for OSRI in the last Coast Guard bill, but a lot more needed to be done.  He said he 
thought there was a lot of attention being focused on legislation on these issues, including the 
National Endowment for the Oceans and others, which could provide an avenue for funding 
research and needed preparation and prevention activities.  He said he hoped that this would be 
the year that the Senate could move forward on these issues, but the sequestration budget cuts 
may have impacts and have to be considered. 
 
Swanson spoke of PWSRCAC’s concern about continued support for NOAA and the importance 
of maintaining weather service employees and weather buoys.  He pointed out that a resolution 
supporting restoring funding for NOAA and the National Weather Service was on this meeting’s 
agenda.  King said that Sen. Begich is supportive of maintaining buoys and had raised these 
concerns about reductions in the National Weather Service office.  He also pointed out that the 
National Weather Service used satellite data for Alaska weather forecasting and those satellites 
are very good but also very expensive.  He said he was pleased to see that there is a proposal 
for a modest increase in the budget, but in the tight fiscal climate it remained to be seen where 
this would end up. 
 
Burch asked about the Sattonstall-Kennedy Grant Program on seafood imports that goes to 
NOAA each year (approximately $300 million), which might be available for Prince William 
Sound buoys.  King commented that there had been questions about exactly what those funds 
were now being used for, and there had been proposed legislation to apply the monies more 
specifically where it is more appropriately needed. 
 
King said he would not be in Washington, DC, when the PWSRCAC delegation was there in a few 
weeks but he would try to call in to make sure all the issues are covered.  Moore thanked King 
for calling in to this meeting. 
 
LEGAL SERVICES CONTRACT APPOVAL (4-12) 
Steve Rothchild introduced a new legal services contract for Board approval. 
An RFP was let, as outlined in the briefing sheet 4-12 in the meeting notebook.  Five responses 
were received and reviewed by staff and five volunteer Board members.  Based on that review, 
the group recommended a five-year contract for general legal services with Levesque Law 
Group, LLC. 
 
Rothchild pointed out that he would need to go back to attorney Joe Levesque to get his 
concurrence on an earlier start date if the Board wanted the new contract to commence before 
July 1, 2013.   
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In response to questions about Bill Walker’s comments the previous day about the starting date 
of the new contract, Swanson explained that Walker had made clear his intention to enter the 
gubernatorial race prior to the committee’s taking up its review of the RFPs. Swanson also 
reminded the Board that when Walker ran last time, the Board asked him to recuse himself 
from representation of PWSRCAC until the campaign was over, to which request Walker had 
complied and Joe Levesque, Walker’s partner at the time, had taken over the general 
representation of PWSRCAC during that time.   
 
A general discussion followed on whether to ask Joe Levesque to assume the legal counsel 
duties before the July 1, 2013, date of the RFP.  
 
Johnson moved to direct staff to prepare a professional service agreement with the 
recommended legal counsel, Levesque Law Group, LLC, to commence May 15, 2013, if Mr. 
Levesque is agreeable.  Heddell seconded.  
 
Discussion continued on when the new contract should start.  After several suggestions, the 
motion was amended and restated as follows: 
 
Staff is directed to prepare a professional service agreement with the recommended legal 
counsel, Levesque Law Group, LLC, to commence at the earliest opportunity but no later than 
July 1, 2013. 
 
The motion passed, as amended and restated, without objection 
 
Swanson thanked Walker for his service over many years, both as Council director and as legal 
counsel, and hoped to see him at PWSRCAC in the future. He noted that Walker had been a 
trusted advisor for many years, and wished him the very best in his future endeavors.  
 
ANNUAL APPOINTMENT OF BOARD SUBCOMMITTEES (4-13) 
The following were appointed to the Board Subcommittees, as follows: 
 

• LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (LAC): 
Blake Johnson, Thane Miller, Dorothy Moore, Al Burch, Steve Lewis,  
Walt Parker, and Pat Duffy (pending confirmation). 
 

• BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (BGC): 
Patience Andersen Faulkner, Diane Selanoff, Jane Eisemann, Robert Beedle,  
and David Totemoff (pending confirmation). 
 

• LONG-RANGE PLAN COMMITTEE (LRP): 
Thane Miller, Cathy Hart, Walt Parker, and the chairs of PWSRCAC’s five  
technical committees. 
 

• FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Marilynn Heddell (chair), Roy Totemoff, Jim Herbert, Amanda Bauer, Pat 
Duffy (pending confirmation). 

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
The Board took up consideration of Item 3-2 which was pulled from the consent agenda for 
discussion the previous day. 
 
3-2 RESOLUTION OF PWSRCAC SUPPORTING FULL STAFFING OF THE VALDEZ WEATHER 
SERVICE OFFICE 
Swanson presented a proposed Board resolution, sponsored by the POVTS Committee, in 
support of full and appropriate staffing of the Valdez National Weather Service (NWS) Office 
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and requesting that the local NWS Valdez office not be eroded any further in personnel or 
equipment. 
 
The draft resolution in the meeting notebook attached to briefing sheet 3-2 had been revised 
after comments were received from USCG prior to the meeting.  A revised “redline” proposal 
was distributed which revised the fourth “whereas” clause. The revised “redline” version was 
the proposal before the Board at this time. 
 
Speaking to PWSRCAC’s interest and concern for the issues addressed in the resolution, 
Swanson pointed out that the small incremental changes to the NWS office in Valdez at this 
time seemed to be not so significant, but the cumulative eating away at the weather service 
coverage in small increments over the past 10 years had been huge.  He pointed out that Prince 
William Sound now relies on NWS information being generated in Anchorage and by personnel 
who are not physically in Prince William Sound. 
 
Moore suggested a further revision to the updated redline version to add “and/or locally 
enhanced” to the same fourth “whereas” clause.  After some discussion, it was agreed that “and 
enhanced would be added instead, so the fourth “whereas” clause would read: “Whereas, 
accurate, locally generated and enhanced weather forecasts are needed by mariners and other 
organizations in Prince William Sound to make safe operational decisions; and ….” 
 
Johnson moved to adopt the resolution as redlined with the addition of “and enhanced” to the 
fourth “whereas” clause.  Hart seconded, and the resolution was adopted unanimously. 
  
The resolution, as adopted, reads: 

 
A resolution of the Prince William Sound Regional Citizen’s Advisory Council 
supporting the full staffing of the Valdez National Weather Service Office. 
 
Whereas, the National Weather Service (NWS) established a part-time office in Valdez in 
response to the notice announcing construction for the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in 1969 and 
upgraded staffing in the office to provide continuous service with the arrival of crude oil 
to the community in 1977; and 
 
Whereas, the weather in Prince William Sound and its entrance to the Gulf of Alaska is 
often severe and unpredictable, conditions can vary significantly with it’s the numerous 
bays, narrow fiords and mountain passes; and 
 
Whereas, safe transportation of crude oil through Prince William Sound depends on a 
number of supporting safety systems that includes the need  for accurate local 
forecasting; and 
 
Whereas, accurate, locally generated and enhanced weather forecasts are needed by 
mariners and other organizations in Prince William Sound to make safe operational 
decisions; and 
 
Whereas, long term employment of a full-time staff at the Valdez NWS Office contributes 
to the stability of weather observations taken, protects institutional memory and improves 
the local knowledge of needed to generate valid weather forecast products; and 
 
Whereas, efforts made by aircraft and marine vessels to collect and cleanup crude oil in 
the event of an oil spill depend on the availability of good, locally generated weather 
forecasts; and 
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Whereas, responders to natural and man caused disasters need high quality weather 
forecast to design their missions, develop safe travel plans, coordinate the use of 
resources and prepare for possible evacuations; and  
 
Whereas, locally dedicated weather employees can focus on the unique needs of the Prince 
William Sound region and not be distracted by the multiple demands seen of personnel 
assigned to the Anchorage NWS office. 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory 
Council that it opposes further loss of qualified staff at the Valdez NWS Office and that 
the National Weather Service restore its Valdez Office to its historic staffing of five people 
that would again allow continuous coverage of the region and improve the local 
knowledge required by forecasters to produce quality forecasts. 
 
_______________________________   ____________________________ 
President      Secretary 

Moore stated that this resolution would accompany the PWSRCAC delegation to Washington, 
DC in the next few weeks. 
 
Johnson asked Alyeska to generate a letter of support for the resolution and PWSRCAC’s 
requests in it.  He also stated that PWSRCAC should ask its member entities to support it as 
well. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments. 
 
The public were also given the opportunity to make closing comments.  John French asked the 
Board to take a look at the rules for past board members assuming other roles within the 
organization, given Stan Stephens’ suggestion for an honorary advisory committee. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:45 a.m. 
 
 
 
     
Secretary 


