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Executive Director’s report  
(Activities since May 2013) 

 
Welcome to the September 2013 Board meeting.  
 
The following is a summary of Executive Director and staff activities since the last 
board meeting in May.  
 
Meetings with Alaska Senator’s Staffs in Anchorage: (7 May) PWSRCAC staff Steve 
Rothchild and Mark Swanson met with Mr. Miles Baker, the state director for Senator 
Murkowski’s Anchorage office. The purpose of the meeting was to introduce 
PWSRCAC’s new Deputy Director for Administration and to meet the new staff 
members of Senator Murkowski’s Anchorage office. Swanson and Rothchild reviewed 
the composition, mission and current roster of major concerns of the council and left 
copies of our latest observer newsletter and annual report. 
 
Tatitlek Cultural Heritage Festival: (10 May) The annual Tatitlek Cultural Heritage 
Festival took place Friday, May 10. This festival is an annual celebration held at the 
conclusion of the Cultural Heritage Week. At Cultural Heritage Week students learn 
traditional songs, dances, crafts, and language from elders and teachers. Residents 
from all over Prince William Sound and visitors gather for a huge feast of traditional 
Native foods and an art auction. The festival celebrates the season when spring eggs 
(peksuq in Alutiiq) are hatched and new beginnings. SeaRiver Maritime has chartered a 
vessel with Stan Stephens Cruises to provide transportation to and from Tatitlek 
Village from Valdez for this exciting event. This year, the auction was able to raise 
approximately $17,000, which will help pay for future Cultural Heritage Festivals! 
Director Dorothy Moore along with committee members Bob Janyes, Bob Benda and 
JoAnn Benda and staff member Alicia Zorzetto attended the Festival.  
 
PWSRCAC Delegation Traveling to Washington DC: (14-17 May) PWSRCAC Directors 
Dorothy Moore and Patience Andersen Faulkner accompanied staff members Mark 
Swanson and Steve Rothchild and the council’s legislative monitor Roy Jones to a two 
day series of meetings in Washington DC. The purpose of this trip was to meet with 
members on the Alaska Congressional delegation and their staffs, as well as to meet 
with senior representatives from the US Coast Guard, Environmental Protection 
Agency, NOAA and other Senate and Congressional committees of interest to the 
terminal and associated tankers and representatives of the Interagency Coordinating 
Committee on Oil Pollution Research (ICCOPR). The PWSRCAC group also met with 
Alyeska’s Washington DC representative Kim Harb together with Alyeska’s Kate Dugan 
who happened to be in DC.  
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Prince William Sound Sub-Area Committee Meeting: (21 May) The Prince William 
Sound Sub-Area Committee meeting met May 21 in Valdez. This was the fourth 
meeting of the PWS Sub-Area Committee over the past year as efforts to update the 
PWS Sub-Area Plan continue. The plan has not been updated since 2005. This group 
consists of federal, state, and other stakeholders. Four subcommittees have been 
formed to accomplish the PWS Sub-Area Plan including: (1) training and exercises; (2) 
response resources and protection; (3) outreach; and (4) planning. Staff member 
Jeremy Robida gave a well-received presentation on the Incident Command System 
workshop for stakeholders. 
 
Alaska Regional Response Team Meeting: (22 May) The Alaska Regional Response 
Team (ARRT) met on Wednesday, May 22 in Valdez. The ARRT meets three times a year 
in various locations around the State of Alaska to encourage participation and 
communication between the subarea committees and the ARRT. The ARRT is currently 
revising the Alaska Dispersants Use Guidelines to achieve full pre-approval of 
dispersants at the direction of the National Response Team. Staff provided public 
comments in support of the Regional Stakeholders Committee (RSC). This item is 
important as any change to the RSC could affect PWSRCAC’s standing during an 
incident. 
 
Chugach Children’s Forest: (22 May) A Chugach Children's Forest Dessert Orientation 
and Celebration was hosted in Valdez at Executive Director Swanson’s house. Similar to 
last year this was an opportunity for the participants in the 2013 program to learn 
more about the expeditions, as well as a chance for past participants to reconnect. The 
Chugach Children’s Forest is a partnership led by Alaska Geographic and USDA Forest 
Service that in part host an expedition through Prince William Sound for Alaskan High 
school students each year. PWSRCAC helps to sponsor this expedition as part of its 
youth environmental education initiative.  
 
Incident Management for Regional Stakeholders Workshop: (30 May) PWSRCAC put 
on a workshop for the stakeholders in the Homer area for approximately 36 
participants representing a wide variety of Homer area stakeholders and organizations. 
This workshop reviewed how these stakeholders will fit into a major oil spill response. 
This was the first of a series of workshops that will occur in communities around the 
spill region. With the recent Cook Inlet oil and gas activities, the topics of prevention, 
what response assets were available, and methods through which local stakeholders 
would engage with the response decision makers were all very timely topics that 
participants were curious and concerned about. A lot of healthy and good discussion 
took place and the day was very successful for that reason. Staff members Robertson 
and Robida travelled to support and help teach the workshop, and OSPR committee 
member Jerry Brookman was also in attendance. PWSRCAC owes a special thanks to 
the Island and Ocean Center in Homer for hosting the event, Sue Saupe and Vinnie 
Catalano of CIRCAC for their help in addressing questions, as well as ADEC’s Steve 
Russell and the USCG’s Sector Anchorage Deputy Commander Shane Montoya for 
attending the workshop, fielding questions, and speaking extensively on their roles as 
the State and Federal On-Scene Coordinators. The workshop will also travel to Whittier 
and other locations this fall. 
 
In-Person Staff training: (29-30 May) Staff participated in a two day off-site training 
session in Anchorage to explore Emotional Intelligence, communication skills, stress 
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management, project management, multi-tasking, work place efficiencies and various 
other topics of general interest. The training was coordinated by Margaret Johnson, P.E. 
of Ideal Training, Inc.  
  
Joint Information Center (JIC) and Risk Communications Training: (June 11) As part 
of the USCG led National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (NPREP) exercise 
this June, the Coast Guard Public Information Assist Team (PIAT) offered two trainings 
on June 11, the day before the exercise. The sessions included Joint Information Center 
(JIC) and Risk Communications Training. JIC training is targeted for public information 
officers, corporate communications personnel, agency spokespersons, and other 
personnel who may be assigned to the JIC for exercises/incidents. Several PWSRCAC 
staff were able to attend and participate.  
 
Public Relations training for staff: ( 11-13 June) PWSRCAC staff member Steve 
Rothchild travelled to Chicago to attend a Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) 
class called “PR Boot Camp”. The impetus for attending was for continuing education 
with regards to his assignments with the RCAC. The class covered topics including; 
What is PR and why good planning is important, steps to achieve a successful 
organization, internal and external communications and Media Relations. Highlights of 
the class included some good ideas on how the organization could better utilize 
internal staff to formulate a good, broad Public Relations message, starting with the 
development of a solid Public Relations plan. 
 
2013 NPREP Drill: (June 12, 13) Alyeska and the U.S. Coast Guard conducted a large oil 
spill response exercise at the Valdez Marine Terminal. This was a government led area 
exercise meaning that the U.S. Coast Guard took the lead in the planning of this drill. 
The tabletop portion of the exercise was completed on Wednesday and included a 
simulated evacuation of the City of Valdez. The City of Valdez participated in the 
response along with Alyeska, U.S. Coast Guard, and the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation as the Unified Command. Other state and federal agencies 
were also involved in the response to the simulated 90,000 barrel oil spill response. 
The second day of the exercise consisted mostly of field deployments for open water 
and nearshore oil recovery and sensitive area protection of the Solomon Gulch 
Hatchery and the Duck Flats in Valdez. The Prince William Sound Regional Citizens' 
Advisory council took the opportunity to conduct an internal exercise to test the 
communications between the staff and its volunteers and contractors. There were 
some lessons learned for the staff during the internal exercise but overall this exercise 
provided a valuable way to practice what we hope we never have to do in a real event.  
 
Prince William Sound Science Center Annual Fundraiser: (June 14, 15) PWSRCAC 
Directors Patience Andersen Faulkner, and Robert Beedle together with PWSRCAC staff 
members Mark Swanson, Donna Schantz and Steve Rothchild were in Cordova to 
attend the Prince William Sound Science Center’s annual fundraising event “Copper 
River Nouveau” and other related events on June 14-15. As in years past the guest of 
honor at this full capacity but fairly informal event was U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski 
and the majority of the PWSRCAC delegation found an opportunity to speak with her 
and other folks from around the state with an interest in supporting maritime science 
in Prince William Sound. Nancy Bird, a past PWSRCAC board member was present this 
year and was honored for her past service with the science center. Cordova mayor Jim 
Kasch, a former PWSRCAC board member, attended all the events and also unveiled 
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the new community center/museum space dubbed the “Cordova Center”. This 
impressive space, when finished, would be ideal for future PWSRCAC board meetings 
to be held in Cordova. PWSRCAC uses this event as an opportunity to meet informally 
with community members, elected officials, as well as representatives from a broad 
array of stakeholder organizations within the sound, including Alyeska, the TAPS 
Shippers and Crowley. 
 
The National Research Council’s Committee Panel discussion: (June 19) PWRSCAC 
staff participated telephonically in a National Research Council’s Committee Panel 
discussion on Responding to Oil Spills in Arctic Marine Environments. The in-person 
meeting was held at the University of Washington’s Ocean Sciences Building in Seattle 
on June 18-19, 2013. 
 
Staff Member Linda Robinson Retires: (June 21) Staff member Linda Robinson retired 
from the organization June 21, 2013. Linda was PWSRCAC’s second staff hire in 1990 
and has been with the organization for the past 23 years. Linda has held many 
positions over the years from taking board meeting minutes in the very early days, to 
serving as the office manager and financial manager to her current position of 
outreach coordination that she has held for the last 12 years. There will be a resolution 
in recognition of Linda’s many contributions to the PWSRCAC on the agenda for this 
meeting.  
 
Outreach Coordinator Position Search and Hire: (1-30 June) The Outreach 
Coordinator position, vacated by Linda Robinson, was advertised for several weeks 
with many qualified applicants responding. Lisa Matlock was offered and accepted the 
position of Outreach Coordinator with a start date of August 12th. There were a 
number of excellent applicants, which made this an extremely difficult decision. Lisa 
has exceptional qualifications that I believe will help us to strategically advance 
PWSRCAC’s outreach program. Lisa has worked in natural resource education and 
interpretation for over fifteen years with three government agencies spanning the 
coast of Alaska from the Canadian border to the Arctic. Most recently Lisa served as 
Outreach Specialist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Anchorage. She has also 
served as Education Specialist for the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife refuge in 
Homer and for the Sitka National Historical Park. Lisa holds an M.A. in English with a 
focus on Science Communications from the University of Alaska, Anchorage. She also 
holds a B.A. in English with a minor in Biology and Russian Language and Literature 
from the University of Chicago. Please join me in welcoming Lisa to the PWSRCAC 
team! 
 
United Nations Publication on Citizen oversight Model: (June 2013) An excellent 
article by Rick Steiner on the RCAC (concept) got picked up and published by the 
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). It is intended as a "how-to" guide for 
developing countries that showcases the PWSRCAC as a model. 
 
Meetings with Alyeska: (25 June) As part of an on-going series of bi-weekly meetings, 
Alyeska accepted a suggestion that PWSRCAC and Alyeska senior staff sit down and 
jointly review the entirety of the PWSRCAC-Alyeska contract. This process should be 
constructive in helping assure and re-enforce common understandings of obligations 
and expectations applicable to both parties. PWSRCAC Board president Amanda Bauer 
has individually met twice with Alyeska President Tom Barrett in June and September. 
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The two have met informally in Valdez on these two occasions and discussed ongoing 
projects as well as current Alyeska and PWSRCAC concerns.  
 
Alaska Regional Response Team Dispersants Drill: (16 July) PWSRCAC staff listened 
in on a telephonic Incident Specific Dispersant approval activation exercise by the 
Alaska Regional Response Team (ARRT). This exercise was a continuation of an earlier 
exercise on 24 May with a scenario involving a blowout from an exploratory well in the 
arctic. Senior leadership from BSSE and the Spill Of National Significance (SONS) 
Executive Steering committee originally directed the exercise. Participating RRT 
agencies included: EPA, ADEC, DOI, DOC, NOAA (SSC), the USCG and other resource 
trustee agencies. The inter-agency debate and discussion was very informative and 
successfully showcased many of the efficacy, toxicity, and public transparency 
concerns that PWSRCAC has highlighted with our current dispersants usage guidelines. 
 
Finance Committee Meeting & Training: (24 July) For the second year in a row the 
annual in-person finance committee meeting was completed with a training component 
facilitated by PWSRCAC’s accounting firm, Mikunda Cottrell. Mikunda Cottrell has 
merged with national accounting firm BDO and will continue to provide auditing 
assistance to the PWSRCAC with the same staff under the BDO name. This year the 
training focused on the standard accounting practices and other fiduciary and 
oversight responsibilities of the finance committee. 
 
Staff HR Training: (25 July) Steve Rothchild attended a human resources seminar at an 
off site facility.  
 
Special Board Meeting: The PWSRCAC Board held a special board meeting 
teleconference Tuesday, August 6.  
 
Meeting with Whittier officials: (8 August) PWSRCAC Executive Director Swanson met 
with Acting Whittier Mayor Dan Blair and prospective PWSRCAC board member 
representing Whittier Andrea Korbe. At this Whittier meeting, Swanson discussed the 
roles and responsibilities of a PWSRCAC board member, the concerns and activities of 
the council as a whole and brought informational items like the annual report, copies 
of the observer, the spill book and the volunteers manual to leave behind with the 
mayor and the prospective PWSRCAC board member. Subsequent confirmation by the 
Whittier city council has enabled Andrea Korbe to be seated by the PWSRCAC board to 
represent Whittier at this PWSRCAC board meeting in Seward.  
 
Coast Guard Foundation Reception: (8 August) PWSRCAC staff Steve Rothchild and 
Mark Swanson attended a USCG Foundation friend-raiser event at governor Sheffield’s 
home in Anchorage. The event drew a lot of shipping and Government officials and 
PWSRCAC representatives at this event had an opportunity to meet and converse with: 
Congressman Don Young; Governor Sheffield; Tom and Sheila Barrett of Alyeska; 
Admiral Tom Ostebo of the USCG 17th District; Jim Watson, the head of BSEE; Mayor 
Dan Sullivan of Anchorage; Mead Treadwell, the Lieutenant Governor and candidate for 
the AK senate seat in 2014; Pete Slaiby and Buddy Custard with Shell Alaska; Jack 
Buono, the president of SeaRiver Maritime (ExxonMobil’s US shipping company), Paul 
Caruselle, the SeaRiver Manager for AK affairs, Chris Bulera, the president of Polar 
Tankers ( Conoco-Phillips US shipping company), Kurt Hallier with Conoco Phillips, 
Carleen Lyden-Kluss, Clay Maitland, and Duncan Smith with NAMEPA; as well as 
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various senior officials from: Smit Salvage, American Bureau of Shipping, Bureau 
Veritas, and the USCG Foundation. 
 
Meeting with Alyeska Senior VP: (9 August) PWSRCAC staff Steve Rothchild and Mark 
Swanson met with Alyeska Senior VP for Operations, Mike Joynor and Alyeska SERVS 
and VMT directors Andres Morales and Scott Hicks respectively. The meeting was set 
up as a simple meet and greet to introduce Steve to some of the Alyeska senior 
executives in Anchorage and Valdez, and fully achieved that purpose. Following the 
more social meeting with Joynor, Hicks, Morales, Rothchild and Swanson continued on 
to use the opportunity and the meeting space at Alyeska to discuss operational 
concerns like the timing and content of Alyeska response to our request for 
confirmation of cooperation on the upcoming VMT Piping pigging technology project 
and the Fishing vessel survey project. Both responses were promised as forthcoming 
but with a slower time frame than was hoped for.  
 
Staff Field Trip to Search for Residual Oil: (12 August) Staff travelled to Eleanor 
Island on Monday August 12 in an attempt to view residual oil from the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. Many of the staff had never seen the residual oil other than the sample jars 
collected each year and displayed in our offices. A camera crew from KTUU Television 
Channel 2 and the acting mayor from the city of Whittier were also along for the trip. 
Dave Janka, a long time PWS mariner and research vessel captain, met the staff group 
at the oiled sites to assist in its location and recovery of samples. Several PWSRCAC 
staff as well as the boat operator were interviewed on their perceptions of what has 
changed in PWS in the way of prevention and response and even the appearance and 
impacts of residual spill oil in the environment over the past two and a half decades. 
The whole point of the trip was to see it first-hand and to have folks gain a first-hand 
appreciation of both how good and how bad it looks and actually is without 
exaggeration and hyperbole. The cove we visited on NW Eleanor Island looked 
completely pristine and unaffected but there was clearly plenty of oil just a shovel 
depth below the surface at mid, low, and even high tide lines wherever we dug it 
seemed. A segment on the trip aired on KTUU and was posted on their website.  
 
Meeting with Polar tankers president Chris Bulera: (13 August) PWSRCAC Executive 
Director Mark Swanson met in Valdez with Chris Bulera, the president of Polar 
Tankers. Polar tankers Port Captain Monty Morgan accompanied Mr. Bulera. Topics of 
discussion focused on: Polar’s wrap-up of two years of shipyard projects to address 
rudder casting flaws and vulnerabilities on their tanker fleet, observed structural 
performance of the tankers designed for a 25+ year fatigue life at the 12 year mark, 
recent upgrades to the bridge navigational equipment and coming modifications to 
bring the vessel into compliance with MARPOL Annex VI SECA’s (ship emissions 
control areas) which will entail shifting over the Polar tankers to burning 100% 
distillate, and compliance with the IMO’s Ballast Water Management Convention 
requirements aimed at reducing the transportation of invasive and non-indigenous 
species in ballast water, as being enforced domestically by the USCG and EPA. In this 
regard Chris Bulera related that Polar has narrowed their choice of technology and 
vendor down to two choices and is on track to be in full compliance by the 
implementation date. Polar and Conoco Phillips are conducting a novel (minimum 
advance preparations and a mid-response relocation of the IMT to Anchorage) area 
exercise this fall and reiterated their intent to engage the PWSRCAC more formally in 
the planning and evaluation of this exercise.  
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USCG Stakeholders breakfast in Valdez: (13 August) Several PWSRCAC staff including 
Roy Robertson, Donna Schantz and Mark Swanson attended a USCG hosted stake 
holder breakfast at the USCG Marine Safety Unit in Valdez. The USCG kitchen (Galley) 
has been out of service for reconstruction and renewal for over a year and so this was 
the first of what should become a resumption of monthly gatherings for regional 
stakeholders and regulators. The breakfast gathering was exceptionally well attended 
with about 30 folks showing up. Staff used the opportunity to discuss the progress of 
our OCC project and various other Alyeska Terminal related Projects with Joe Hughes 
of BLM and also to relay the very positive initial results observed in the overwater 
piping inspections at the VMT berth #4 that were covered at the most recent TOEM 
meeting more directly to the USCG commander Ben Hawkins.  
 
Visit with Alaska Tankers president Anil Mathur: (13 August) PWSRCAC staff met 
with Alaska tanker company President Anil Mathur, who dropped by the PWSRCAC 
office for a short visit together with his Valdez port captain Mike Meadors. Swanson 
made a more formal visit with Mr. Mathur and his ATC staff at their headquarters in 
Beaverton, Oregon on the 11th of September. Anil Mathur indicated he had taken the 
time to visit with past PWSRCAC board member Stan Stephens while in town.  
 
Alyeska Owners Committee Reception: (14 August) PWSRCAC board members 
Amanda Bauer and Dorothy Moore and staff Mark Swanson and Donna Schantz 
attended a community reception hosted by Alyeska Pipeline Service Company and the 
visiting pipeline owners committee. The reception was very well attended with the 
TAPS Owners represented by Bijan Agarwal, President, Conoco Phillips Transportation 
Alaska, Inc., Garry Pruessing, President, ExxonMobil Pipeline Company, and Charles 
(Chuck) Coulson, President, BP Pipelines (Alaska) Inc.  
 
Institute of the North Workshop: (15 August) PWSRCAC staff members, Jeremy Robida 
and new outreach Coordinator, Lisa Matlock attended an oil spill response and 
stakeholder outreach workshop sponsored by the Institute of the North. This 
workshop was part of a larger week-long “Week of the Artic” program which featured 
events, speakers, and panel discussion on a variety of Arctic topics ranging from oil 
and gas exploration issues, to lectures on cold climate design and architecture. This 
specific seminar addressed themes regarding how to best communicate oil spill 
response technology and tactics, the responsibility to reach out to stakeholders, and 
understanding community perspectives and impacts during a large incident. Robida 
was able to speak to RCAC’s “Incident Management for Regional Stakeholders” 
workshops, and let the diverse audience know how the Council is approaching this 
subject. Robida was interviewed by KNBA Native radio after the event and Petroleum 
News was also interested in a future story on the stakeholder workshop.  
 
Meetings with BLM Representatives: (23 August) Staff met with Joe Hughes form the 
Bureau of Land Management (Joint Pipeline Office) in Valdez. The topics of discussion 
pertained to a wide range of system integrity issues of concern to PWSRCAC. The 
discussions centered on the System Integrity Matrix, a three-page, table summary, 
developed by the TOEM Committee, describing the status of VMT integrity issues 
having varying levels of PWSRCAC concern. Staff was glad to hear that the BLM shares 
PWSRCAC concerns about inspection of the buried and over-water piping and noted 
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that BLM has been encouraging Alyeska’s recent proactive piping inspection activities. 
For additional information please contact Tom Kuckertz or Mark Swanson. 
 
Meetings with Det Norske Veritas Representatives: (26 August) PWSRCAC Board 
member Walt Parker and several PWSRCAC staff met with five representatives from 
international ship classification society Det Norske Veritas (DNV) and SINTEF, a 
Norwegian oil spill research group. The DNV and SINTEF group met with PWSRCAC as 
part of their weeklong visit to Alaska to speak with regional stakeholders, regulators, 
spill responders and oil industry officials. Their discussions centered on best practices 
in oil spill prevention and response in arctic and sub-Arctic environments and in 
particular the concept of what is required for a public license to operate with maritime 
oil activities. PWSRCAC and the spill prevention and response model for Prince William 
Sound were cited by DNV as potential examples for best practices under consideration 
for recommended extension to arctic regions. 
 
PWSRCAC staff meetings with Homer officials: (27 August) PWSRCAC staff members 
Mark Swanson and Steve Rothchild travelled to Homer to conduct general PWSRCAC 
outreach. While there, they met with Pratt Museum Director, Diane Converse. The Pratt 
Museum in Homer was partially funded to create a traveling EVOS oil spill exhibit at 
the 10-year anniversary. They also have a permanent exhibit about the oil spill in the 
museum. Staff also met with Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Manager, Steve 
Delehanty. The refuge manages areas heavily oiled by EVOS including the Chiswell 
Islands, the Barren Islands, and the waters around Afognak Island. Staff additionally 
met with Kachemak Bay Research Reserve Manager, Terry Thompson. The reserve does 
research and education throughout the bay, and we have funded an oil spill science 
discovery lab this winter as part of our Youth Involvement project. In addition, 
Swanson and Rothchild met with new Homer board member, Nick Garay.  
 
Meetings with USCG MSU Valdez Prevention officers: (28 August) PWSRCAC staff 
members Mark Swanson (in-person) and Tom Kuckertz (telephonically) met with Lt 
Jason Smilie and Lt Keyth Pankau from USCG MSU Valdez. The topics of discussion 
pertained to a wide range of Terminal condition issues of interest or concern to 
PWSRCAC. The discussions centered on the System Integrity Matrix, a three-page, table 
summary, developed by the TOEM Committee, describing the status of VMT integrity 
issues having varying levels of PWSRCAC concern.  
 
Additional meeting with USCG senior staff: (9 September) PWSRCAC staff Mark 
Swanson, Donna Schantz and Steve Rothchild met with MSU Valdez Commanding 
officer and executive officer CDR Hawkins and LCDR Franklin to specifically discuss 
Seward Board meeting details and various other topics. CDR Hawkins expressed his 
regret that due to prior commitments, he will not be able to attend the Seward meeting 
but he will be working to find alternate ways that the U.S. Coast Guard can be 
represented. Other topics of discussion included PWSRCAC’s long range planning 
efforts, a request from Alyeska to the Commandant to move the lightering barge (450-
7) from Naked Island to Port Valdez, and ongoing Subarea Contingency Planning 
efforts. 
 
Visit to Alaska Tanker Company: (11 September) PWSRCAC Executive Director 
Swanson travelled to Beaverton Oregon to visit with Alaska Tanker Company (ATC) 
president Anil Mathur and several of his senior staff. ATC officials briefed Swanson on 
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their major quality management, performance improvement and safety initiatives and 
very significant accomplishments over the past decade, with particular focus on the 
softer side of developing and harnessing their staff’s people and management skills 
and emotional intelligence. ATC has been widely recognized for their sustained and 
superlative environmental and safety performance.  
 
USCG Foundation Awards reception: (12 September) PWSRCAC Executive Director 
Swanson travelled to Seattle Washington to attend the Annual USCG foundation awards 
reception. Representatives from several TAPS shippers were in attendance including 
representatives from Polar Tankers, Alaska Tankers, Tesoro, and BP shipping and 
recently retired (2011) SeaRiver shipping president Will Jenkins. In addition to 
renewing several acquaintances with senior USCG officials Swanson was able to visit 
with Senator Maria Cantwell’s state office director, Sarah Crumb and meet with AK 
based officials from Shell, as well as folks from the Western States Petroleum 
Association and response boat manufacturer Kvichak Marine Industries.  
 
Attendance at National Maritime Salvage Conference: (10-12 September) PWSRCAC 
Project Manager Alan Sorum attended the biannual National Maritime Salvage 
Conference in Washington, DC. Sponsored by the American Salvage Association, the 
event offers updates to industry on regulatory changes, compliance with changes being 
made in the application of OPA 90 and recent response experiences. Much of the 
Conference was devoted to response and incident management actions occurring 
during salvage operations. Several sessions were dedicated to environmental concerns 
related salvage operations. 
 
People transitions: Marilyn Heddell recently resigned her seat as Whittier 
representative on PWSRCAC. She and her husband POVTS committee member Pete 
Heddell, bought a 53' Delta Yacht, for retirement, based in Seattle. A resolution 
honoring and recognizing Marilyn’s service is on the agenda for this September board 
meeting. Staff member Anna Carey resigned her position as Project Manager Assistant 
with PWSRCAC and accepted a job with ADEC as Environmental Program Specialist III, 
which means that we will still be working with her on issues related to the safe 
transportation of oil in Prince William Sound. Anna provided a great deal of support 
staff, as well as the TOEM, POVTS, LAC, BGC and LRP Committees. Please join us in 
wishing Marilynn all the best in here retirement and wishing Anna all the best in her 
new role as a regulator for ADEC. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Presentation to Seward Chamber of Commerce: (20 September) In conjunction ( more 
accurately in parallel ) with this PWSRCAC Board meeting in Seward, Outreach 
Coordinator Lisa Matlock has been invited to present on PWSRCAC at the September 
20, 2013 Seward Chamber of Commerce luncheon.  
 
Annual SERVS Fishing Training: The annual SERVS Fishing Vessel training is well 
underway. PWSRCAC Staff attended and participated in 5 port trainings this year; Staff 
members Roy Robertson, Jeremy Robida, and Linda Swiss, each variously participating 
in the training in Homer, Seward, and Cordova. PWSRCAC Staff were not able to attend 
the training in Kodiak, and Whittier. Additional training is scheduled this week and 
next in Cordova. Feedback on this year’s round of fishing vessel training has been 



2-1 

Page 10 of 10  210.109.130917.2-1ExDirRpt 

consistently excellent. The quality and consistency are reportedly way up over past 
years with good participation and feedback on the value of the training from the 
participating fishermen. Kudos to the Fishing vessel coordination folks at SERVS for a 
much-improved program. 
 
ARRT meeting in Juneau: Next week several staff will be attending the ARRT meeting 
in Juneau and hope to hear more about the regional stakeholders committee 
developments as well as developments with the dispersants usage guidelines.  
 
We have an exciting and interesting board meeting agenda. Thank you for attending. I 
look forward to an informative and productive meeting. 


