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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – January 2014 

 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Alicia Zorzetto and IEC  
 Project number and name or topic: 310 Exxon Valdez Project Jukebox 
 
 
1. Description of agenda item:  The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Project Jukebox 
will create an oral history archive at the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) that 
preserves the voices of those impacted by the oil spill.  The primary outcome is to 
preserve the oral history of those impacted, thus creating a more holistic and 
democratic perspective of the historical events surrounding the EVOS. Additionally, 
this project is intended to foster research opportunities through the partnership 
between the Oral History Program at UAF, and the Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens’ Advisory Council.  Access to oil spill information will be at the university 
library, as well as through a publicly accessible EVOS website within the Digital Branch 
of the Oral History Program (available at: http://jukebox.uaf.edu/site7/). By preserving 
the oral accounts of individuals impacted by this environmental disaster, and 
displaying these stories online, the acute consequences of a severe oil spill may be 
more comprehensively understood.  The project has attained a matching contribution 
of $20,000 from the Alaska Interlibrary Cooperation Grant.  
 
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: In general, oral history projects 
create a more holistic perspective of an event because they recover and preserve 
important aspects of the human experience that normally go undocumented. The 
further we get from the date of the oil spill, the easier it is for people to forget the 
damaging impacts of this type of environmental disaster.   The unique partnership 
between PWSRCAC and the Oral History Program at UAF will help fight complacency by 
providing access to qualitative information from individuals who might not otherwise 
appear in historical records. The creation of the EVOS oral history project therefore 
assists PWSRCAC’s efforts to keep attention focused on safe oil transportation in the 
sound now, and in the future.   
 
The EVOS Project Jukebox will also provide access to information that may be used to 
bolster initiatives in oil spill prevention and response in Alaska.  Many of the narrators 
within the project identify various fatal weaknesses in the response system in the 
sound during the oil spill of 1989.  Understanding such weaknesses can assist 
PWSRCAC’s ability to address systemic flaws in current oil spill response operations 
throughout the Prince William Sound. Such factors will assist PWSRCAC to pass 
knowledge from those who experienced the disaster first-hand, to the next generation 
of environmentally contentious citizens.  
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item: None.  
 
4. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: None known at this time. 
 
5. Committee Recommendation: IEC is in support of this project. 
 
6. Relationship to LRP and Budget:  
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 FY2014 Budget:  $30,000 
 ($10,000 from PWSRCAC, $20,000 from the Alaska Interlibrary Cooperation 
Gran) 
 
7. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: None, item is for information only.  
 
8. Attachments: None.  


