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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

January 23-24, 2014 
Anchorage, Alaska  

 
 

Members Present 
Amanda Bauer City of Valdez 
Robert Beedle  City of Cordova 
Al Burch (via teleconf.) Kodiak Island Borough 
Emil Christiansen Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Pat Duffy  Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Jane Eisemann City of Kodiak  
Nick Garay City of Homer 
Lloyd Kompkoff (seated 1/23/14) Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council  
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
Jim Herbert  City of Seward 
Cathy Hart   Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 
Andrea Korbe City of Whittier 
Blake Johnson  Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Stephen Lewis City of Seldovia 
Thane Miller  Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
Dorothy Moore  City of Valdez 
Walter Parker  Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition 
Diane Selanoff  Port Graham Corporation 
Roy Totemoff Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA Council  
 
Members Absent 
David Totemoff Chugach Alaska Corporation  
 
Ex-Officio Members Present 
Ron Doyel Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Jason Walsh  Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources 
Joe Hughes U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
CDR Ben Hawkins United States Coast Guard 
 
Committee Members Present 
Robert Jaynes POVTS Committee 
Cliff Chambers POVTS Committee 
John LeClair OSPR Committee 
Jerry Brookman OSPR Committee 
Bob Benda TOEM Committee 
Jo Ann Benda TOEM Committee 
Debasmita Misra SA Committee 
Savannah Lewis  IE Committee 
Ruthie Knight IE Committee 
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Staff Present 
Mark Swanson Executive Director 
Donna Schantz Director of Programs 
Steve Rothchild Administrative Deputy Director 
Lisa Matlock Outreach Coordinator 
Gregory Dixon Financial Manager 
Tom Kuckertz Project Manager 
Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Amanda Johnson Project Manager 
Jeremy Robida Project Manager 
Roy Robertson Project Manager 
Alan Sorum Project Manager 
Serena Lopez Project Manager Assistant 
Alicia Zorzetto Digital Collections Librarian 
Barbara Penrose Administrative Assistant 
Nelli Vanderburg Project Manager Assistant 
Zachary Verfaillie Intern 
 
 
Others Present 
Barry Roberts  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Scott Hicks Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Andres Morales Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Betsy Haines Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Anil Mathur Alaska Tanker Company 
Bill Jeffries BP Shipping 
Angelina Fuchetto (via telecon.) SeaRiver Maritime 
Dan Hisey Hisey & Associates, LLC 
Monty Morgan (via telecon.) Polar Tankers 
Joe Levesque Legal counsel: Levesque Law Group, LLC 
Betty Schorr Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
John Kotula  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation  
Becky Spiegel Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Elizabeth Stergio Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Jennifer Lindberg Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Kristin Ryan Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
LT Tom Pauser  United States Coast Guard, 17th District 
Shannon Miller Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Maureen Clark  Bureau of Land Management  
Philip Johnson U.S. Fish and Wildlife  



1-1 

Page 3 of 26  210.002.130123.JanMinutes  

John French Pegasus Environmental Solutions – Alaska 
Greg Ruiz Smithsonian Environmental Research Center 
David Janka Auklet Charter Services 
Betsi Oliver Alaska Geographic 
Jackie Braden Alaska Geographic 
Gloria Ellsworth Student 
Tom Lakosh Citizen 
Barb Schmiedeskamp Citizen 
Carl Wassilie AITC 
Emory Church Wheeler Imuruk Basin Conservation Alliance 
 
Thursday, January 23, 2014 
 
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens’ Advisory Council was held January 23 and 24, 2014, at the Embassy Suites, 
Anchorage, Alaska. President Amanda Bauer called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. on 
January 23, 2014. 
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 17 directors were present at the time of the roll 
call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Bauer, Beedle, Burch (via 
teleconference), Christiansen, Duffy, Eisemann, Garay, Herbert, Hart, Korbe, Lewis, 
Johnson, Miller, Moore, Parker, Selanoff, and R. Totemoff.  Patience Andersen Faulkner 
arrived shortly after the call to order at 8:40 a.m. (18 directors present). 
 
Introductions followed. 
  
AGENDA (1-0) 
The agenda was presented for consideration (green-colored sheet). Item 4-6 – Non-
Indigenous Species In Prince William Sound: Plankton – Report Approval was moved to 
the second day’s agenda.  A discussion of proper deportment at PWSRCAC meetings 
was added to the executive session. The agenda was approved on a motion made by 
Herbert and seconded by Lewis.  
 
DIRECTOR APPOINTMENTS (4-1) 
The Board took up the appointment of a representative for Chenega Corporation and 
Chenega IRA Council for the unexpired term of Larry Evanoff who had retired from the 
Board.  Lloyd Kompkoff was nominated to fill the seat. 
 
Hart moved to confirm Lloyd Kompkoff as the representative for the Chenega 
Corporation and Chenega IRA Council for the unexpired term of Larry Evanoff, 
expiring with the 2014 annual meeting.  Beedle seconded, and the motion passed 
without objection.  
 
MINUTES (1-1) 
Hart moved to approve the minutes of the Board of Directors meeting of September 
19-20, 2013. Miller seconded, and the minutes were approved, as presented. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
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OPENING COMMENTS AND ACTIVITY REPORTS -- PWSRCAC TECHNICAL 
COMMITTEES 
 
PORT OPERATIONS & VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS (POVTS)    
Chair Bob Jaynes reported that the POVTS Committee had met five times since the last 
Board meeting and had made tremendous progress.  He reported that the Marine 
Firefighting Symposium was a great success, which included live fire situation, and the 
committee was already planning the next one in two years’ time. 
 
He reported that four of the five milestones on the Columbia Glacier ice study had 
been completed and would be presented during this meeting along with the Robert 
Allan report, as well as a real-time slideshow of ice movement at Columbia Glacier 
which would be shown during the lunch recess.  
 
Jaynes reported that the work on the ice radar upgrade project was ongoing. 
 
Jaynes also reported that a new project had just been adopted by the committee, the 
name for which had not yet been fully determined.  The project’s objective would be 
adoption of world class tugboat standards, the key to which would be “Best Available 
Technology” (BAT). He stated that the committee had accepted and approved the 
project but had not yet fully outlined how to achieve the objective. He asked the Board 
to support the committee in this endeavor and fully support the project because it was 
so important to everyone.  
 
Al Burch thanked Jaynes for his work on this new project and urged everyone to get 
behind it. 
 
OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE (OSPR) 
Chair John LeClair reported that the OSPR Committee had met twice since the 
September Board meeting and had conducted a two-day workshop in November to 
discuss long-range planning.  The committee was scheduled to meet again in February 
on a date to be determined.  The committee’s primary focus had been on the Long-
Range Plan.  The committee was currently working on and tracking six projects:  
 
Project 600: Oil Spill Response Planning Program. 

• Preparing for the ARRT meeting on January 29, 2014. 
• The Dispersants Authorization Plan.  A Dispersants Project Team will meet to 

address the draft comments to the plan prior to the February 14, 2014 deadline. 
• The Prince William Sound Subarea C-plan meeting scheduled for March 5, 2014. 
• Oil and Hazardous Substance Release Prevention.  OSPR is concerned with the 

diminishing funds for ADEC’s Spill Prevention and Response (SPAR) Division 
due to declining oil production. 

• Regional Stakeholders Committee (RSC).  OSPR is tracking the proposed changes 
to the RSC language which was expected to be out for public comment in the 
future. 

   
Project 651: Contingency Planning Project 
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• Rewrite/reformat of the Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) C-plan projects, the 
approval of which was extended to May 2014. Responses to ADEC’s requests for 
additional information were due February 28, 2014. 

• Industrial Wastewater System Repairs. OSPR had been tracking these repairs and 
recently became aware of Alyeska’s plans to repair the system. 

• OSPR recommended a letter to Prince William Sound Shippers reminding them 
that copies of the plan amendment applications should be sent to the PWSRCAC 
when these applications are sent to ADEC. 
 

Project 654: Geographic Response Strategies (GRS) 
• PWSRCAC has not been seeing the reports on incidents and staff was working 

with CIRCAC on how changes can be tracked with ADEC. Staff will meet to 
figure out a way forward for GRS. Staff will work with ADEC on how changes can 
be tracked. 

 
Project 752: Preparedness Monitoring Project 

• PWSRCAC staff attended the Polar Tankers area exercise October 7-9, 2013.  
LeClair stated that it was a very good exercise.  A final report was prepared by 
PWSRCAC contractor Susan Harvey which was approved by OSPR on January 21, 
2014.  

               
Project 700: Oil Spill Response Operations 

• LeClair reported that a Shorezone partners meeting took place October 29-30, 
2013.  A letter was sent to SERVS in September regarding the Duck Flats 
Exercise challenges, and a reply was received November 19.  The committee 
approved a VMT Settlement Pond Exercise Report dated August 29, 2013 on 
December 17, 2013.  Staff attended GRS deployments in October and will 
continue to do so throughout the year. 

 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC) 
Dorothy Moore reported for SAC in lieu of Chair John Kennish.  She reported that the 
committee had met four times since the last Board meeting and was scheduled to meet 
again on February 25th.  The committee’s efforts had focused on finalizing contracts, 
prepping for and coordinating Science Night, and supporting budget development for 
FY2015. 
 
Moore went on to update the Board on the committee’s specific projects: 
 
Project 754:  Science Planning. 

• A project team had been assembled to review and revise the Science Plan which 
was expected to be completed before the end of this fiscal year (June 30, 2014). 

 
Project 900: Environmental Monitoring Program. 

• SAC had received several reports which would be presented for approval at this 
Board meeting. 

• Science Night had been held December 5, 2013. 
 
Project 931: Dispersed Oil Biodegradation. 
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• An interim report had been received from Michel Boufadel of the New Jersey 
Institute of Technology in November. 

 
Project 951: Long Term Environmental Monitoring Program (LTEMP). 

• This is the fifth and final year of the sampling and a final report is due in the 
summer of 2014. 

• During the long-range planning process SAC voted to conduct sampling every 
other year.  No samples will be taken in 2015. 

 
Project 952: Aquatic Nuisance Species/Non-Indigenous Species. 

• The narrative grant closure report is due in March 2014. 
• Greg Ruiz with the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center would make a 

presentation at this meeting. 
 

Project 955: Dispersants. 
• Public review of the revised dispersants guidelines was currently underway and 

comments were due no later than February 14, 2014. 
 
Project 959: Prince William Sound Hydrocarbon Toxicity. 

• A genomic-based final report was due in late summer 2014. 
 
Project 9591: Port Valdez Spot Shrimp Hydrocarbon Testing. 

• A final report was anticipated in May 2014. 
 
Project 9600: LTEMP: 

• The committee was looking into new methodologies.  An RFP was distributed 
and a contractor would be determined by the RFP review team on January 27, 
2014. 

 
Project 9620: Improved Dispersants Monitoring. 

• The committee had drafted comments regarding the dispersants monitoring 
protocol and was consulting contractor Merv Fingas to review and finalize. 

 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (TOEM) 
Chair Bob Benda reported that the TOEM Committee had met three times since the last 
Board meeting.  He reported that staff continues to monitor projects at the VMT, 
through monthly visits to the terminal, and updated the committee on these activities 
at the committee meetings.  He said that TOEM had been following secondary 
containment projects, industrial waste water system repairs, berth corrosion repairs, 
berth arm repairs, and tank inspection projects. 
 
Benda reported that TOEM’s active projects include a report by contractor Dan Hisey 
(to be presented later at this meeting) concerning the remote control of the Valdez 
Marine Terminal (VMT) from the Operations Control Center (OCC) in Anchorage. 
 
He also reported that RFPs were sent out to 22 potential vendors for the Inspectability 
of Piping at the VMT Project.  Two proposals were received and they were to be 
reviewed by the TOEM Committee the following week.   
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The TOEM Committee also participated in PWSRCAC’s long-range planning process for 
the upcoming fiscal year and ranked six new projects (with three ranking high enough 
to receive additional development consideration). 
 
Benda reported that TOEM continued to track oil throughput, Ballast Water Treatment 
Facility throughput, and inventory at the VMT.  Oil throughput for 2013 was the lowest 
ever, coming in at an average of just under 500,000 barrels per day. 
 
INFORMATION & EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC) 
Chair Patience Andersen Faulkner reported that the IEC’s primary focus had been on 
long range planning since the last Board meeting and that the committee had met four 
times since the last Board meeting.  Faulkner went on to update the Board on the 
committee’s specific projects: 
 
Project 653 Youth Involvement. 

• The Spring 2014 Youth Involvement RFP during the fall of 2013 had generated 
seven proposals submitted to the IEC.  Five proposals were awarded contracts.  
These were: 
 

o Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies (Homer). Improving understanding of 
oil spill response through hands-on technology education. 

o Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges (Kodiak) – Salmon Camp. 
o Alaska Geographic (PWS): Prince William Sound Teacher Expedition 

(Summer 2014) 
o Prince William Sound Science Center (Seward): Leading a Remotely 

Operated Vehicle (ROV) oil spill response activity for Alaska National 
Ocean Sciences Bowl students in Seward. 

o SPACE (Valdez): a Valdez-based marine science summer camp for early 
elementary students. 
 

Council Project Information Dissemination. 
• The IEC continues to ask that all committees think about and utilize this project 

for further outreach regarding each of their programs/projects. 
 

Youth Internship. 
• Sarah Hoepfner, PWSRCAC’s first intern, had presented her work on green crab 

and aquatic nuisance species monitoring during Science Night in December. She 
also helps Project Manager Joe Banta with monitoring. 

• Zachary Verfaillie is the current PWSRCAC intern tasked with researching the 
number of vessel types needed to fulfill tasks identified in the state 
contingency plan. 

 
Annual Report and the Observer. 

• Both the Annual Report and the Observer were available and were being 
distributed. 

 
Project Jukebox – the 25th Anniversary of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. 

• IEC had budgeted for 20 individuals whose interviews will be archived via the 
University of Fairbanks project jukebox website.  Seventeen of the 20 have been 
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identified.  Staff members Alicia Zorzetto and Amanda Johnson had conducted 
updated interviews, and Zorzetto would make a presentation on this project at 
this Board meeting. 

 
Project 3560. 25th Anniversary of EVOS. 

• The IEC had discussed and generated several ideas to commemorate the 25th 
year since the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Administrative Deputy Director Steve 
Rothchild had been working on this project and would report the latest plans at 
this Board meeting. 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS COORDINATION TEAM   
Chair Bob Jaynes reported that the Committee Chairs Coordination Team had met 
three times since last Board meeting.  The committee had discussed all of the different 
projects throughout the committees, how the committees are functioning as a whole, 
how membership is controlled, and setting up of a mentoring program for new 
members to a committee, including an updated volunteer handbook. 
 
Lewis commented that the quality of the work that PWSRCAC’s technical committees 
and the contractors produce are equal to or better than those of the industry.  He 
thanked the committees and the staff who support the committees, and thanked the 
agencies and the Shippers and Alyeska for their work with the committees and 
encouraged everyone to do whatever they can to foster that collaborative effort.  
Jaynes responded that he was mindful of the amount of money that was being spent to 
make things better in Prince William Sound and he hoped that everyone would look at 
PWSRCAC’s work and effort and support it.  
 
Swanson pointed out that the level of discourse and public debate (in issues such as 
dispersants and other areas) is hugely aided by PWSRCAC’s work and research, and 
PWSRCAC could be proud of its accomplishments.  He pointed out that PWSRCAC does 
not always get what it wants when it wants, but it has to keep advocating for the very 
best technology and best practices, and be strategic about how to get the best practices 
put into place, none of which are free but all are merited.  Swanson continued that 
prevention is not cheap but certainly cheaper than accidents, and ultimately the 
economics are on PWSRCAC’s side and eventually someone will listen. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS AND ACTIVITY REPORTS -- PWSRCAC SUBCOMMITTEES 
 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (LAC)   
Chair Blake Johnson reported that the committee was ready for the new legislative 
session and was following HB 77, HB 89 (response strategy with non-indigenous 
species), and was  planning trips to the Alaska Legislature in Juneau and to 
Washington, DC. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE   
Finance Chair and Treasurer Jim Herbert reported that the Finance Committee had met 
twice since the last Board meeting and had reviewed health care available to staff 
under a grandfather provision.  The committee had also prepped for items on the 
consent agenda, and had discussed items that maybe considered lobbying. The 
committee also advised staff on renewal of the Anchorage office lease, reviewed 
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insurance policies and indemnification coverage.  He stated that the committee met the 
day before and received the quarterly statements.  The committee had also reviewed 
internal controls.  He commended Finance Manager Gregory Dixon for his excellent 
financial management. 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
Patience Andersen Faulkner reported that the Board Governance Committee continued 
to review policies and put forth proposed revisions, such as the one for out-of-state 
travel and the requirement to make a VMT and vessel tour (which was on this 
meeting’s agenda).  She pointed out that sometimes weather does not cooperate and 
interrupts personal travel, so the committee was working on a proposal to keep the 
intent of the existing policy while at the same time giving an alternative when weather 
and logistics prevent the VMT tour and vessel ride-out.  She stated that the committee 
was also trying to figure out a way to have previous board members involved in 
PWSRCAC, if they wish, without having to attend all the meetings, etc.  The committee 
was also looking at the openness of meetings. 
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Alyeska’s Community Liaison Barry Roberts gave the report on the VMT and SERVS 
statistics and activities for year-end 2013:  
 
Safety 2013: (As of 12/31/13)  0 days away and 0.25 (2) recordables.  

Environment 2013: (As of 12/31/13) 24 spills totaling 22.0706 gallons. 
 
Projects for 2014:   

 
VMT Operations (OM&S & Marine): 

•  Three tank inspections on Tanks 1, 5, and 10. 
•  Complete inspection of overwater girth welds.  
•  Renewal of Berth 4 arms.  

 
VMT Utilities BWT: 

•  Tank 80 reconfiguration and refurbishment.  Should be finished in the 
summer.  

•  IWWS in cells 1 and 3.  
 

SERVS Operations: 
•  Vessel Quarters Lifecycle Replacement; Barge 450-1  
•  Barge 450-6; returning from shipyard (soon)  

o Training & testing on Crucial Skimmers  
 

Operations: 
 
 2013 (As of 12/31/13): 

•  Tankers Loaded: 261 
•  Tankers Escorted: 280 (19 Inbound Laden)  
•  Barrels Loaded: 181.341 M 
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Since start up:  
• Tankers Loaded: 21,184  

Tankers Escorted: 12,148 
• Barrels Loaded: 16.224 B 

 
SERVS Operations 2013 (as of 8/31/13): 

• 81 Non-Emergency Tanker assists. (Maintaining 6 knots in the Narrows). 
• 10 Tether Exercises. 
• 6 Towing Exercises. 
• 408 Training Events. 

 
Fishing Vessel Availability by Port: (as of 12/31/13) 

 
Port   Tier 1  Tier 2 
Valdez  18    18 
Cordova  36  116 
Whittier    6    19 
Seward     26 
Homer      57 
Kodiak        46 
Totals   60  282 
 

Preparedness for Response:   
 

C-Planning 2014:  
• VMT C-Plan – Continue to work RFAI’s   
• Remote Maintenance & Deployments (Through June)  
• Triennial deployment of Sawmill Bay Hatchery (May 20-23)   
• Triennial maintenance & deployment of Chenega RC (May 24-27)   
• Triennial deployment of Cannery Creek Hatchery (June 10-12)   
• Annual maintenance Lake Bay & Main Bay Hatcheries (June13-17)  

 
Drills & Exercises 2014: 

• Spring F/V training at all 6 ports (March 26 – May 8)  
• VMT Tabletop & field deployment (May 13 & 29)   
• Annual Shipper drill (SeaRiver) (September 16 & 17)   
• Fall F/V training in Cordova (September 17 – 27) 

Thane Miller asked SERVS Manager Andres Morales to give a brief report on an incident 
on the Tug Bulwark when mechanical failure caused it to lose steering and what 
additional steps were taken to ramp-up preparedness during the time that the tug was 
out of service.  Morales explained that Crowley had been unable to repair and restart 
the motor immediately.  Crowley decided to replace the motor rather than attempt a 
repair.  A replacement motor was found in Seattle, shipped to Alaska and Crowley 
installed it.  Morales stated that the incident was reported both to USCG and ADEC.  As 
to mitigation, Morales explained that at the time of this incident SERVS had a tug out 
of service in dry dock, a barge out of service in Seward, and a tanker ready to depart.  
SERVS had an out-of-service letter in place with ADEC with the expectations of what 
SERVS had to do to maintain operations. Once the Bulwark went out of service, and in 
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accordance with SERVS’ mitigation plan, it reduced operations to a single laden tanker 
in the system and singled up SERVS boats with each barge.  SERVS also surveyed other 
areas of Alaska and the West Coast for other available equipment and their possible 
response time.  Miller asked why PWSRCAC was not informed of the incident formally 
by SERVS and in a timely manner.  Morales did not have information on the 
notification to PWSRCAC. 
 
Lewis asked if there had been a tanker sailing delay.  Morales thought there was.  Miller 
said he understood that some of the delays in shipyards are out of the shippers’ 
control, but once SERVS was out of compliance with the c-plan, the tanker should have 
been delayed from sailing.  Miller asked if there were lessons learned about how to 
handle future mechanical issues that affect compliance.  Morales countered that he 
thought the system worked as it should have.   
 
ADEC’s John Kotula stated that part of what the state looks at with regard to 
mitigations is based on two factors: the initial mitigating measures and then the longer 
term effects of something going out to dry dock.  He said ADEC listens to what 
industry has to put forward for mitigation and evaluates that and goes from there.  He 
said ADEC looks at prevention first.  In this particular case it was fortunate that there 
was only one laden tanker at the dock.  He said ADEC was actively looking at this again 
and the system as a whole so a similar situation may be avoided in the future.  
 
Lewis said he was concerned generally that the fishing industry, and in particular the 
smaller boats, has been slower to adopt some of the safety culture that the petroleum 
industry has.  Robert Beedle commented that the fishing community does not always 
have the resources that the oil industry has but he felt that the safety culture had 
improved but not to the level of the oil industry.  Herbert also commented that as a 
whole the fishing industry is nowhere near as safety conscious as the oil industry but 
it has come a long way.  He said that when the fishing vessels are working under the 
SERVS fishing vessel program the safety precautions that are required of the crews and 
the vessels while under the program are often duplicated by the crews and become 
assimilated into the fishing culture as well. 
  
Recess: 10:35 a.m. -10:50 a.m. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS - EX OFFICIOS 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC)   
Ron Doyel reported that Elizabeth Stergio and Jennifer Lindberg had been working 
hard on the VMT c-plan and have addressed a lot of Best Available Technology (BAT) 
issues that were raised.   He reported that the agency was also working with the 
Department of Law to address the repairs to the Industrial Waste Water System (IWWS) 
at the East Tank Farm that Barry Roberts alluded to in his comments, and a decision 
was expected in time for the 2014 construction season.    
 
Betty Schorr, ADEC’s Manager of the Industry Preparedness Program, made comments 
to the Board on the POVTS Committee’s proposed project on tug BAT.  She explained 
some of the legislative history of the current BAT statute and the corresponding 
regulations, and pointed out that if PWSRCAC wanted to change BAT regulations then 
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the statute had to change. She invited PWSRCAC to contact ADEC as the project 
develops. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR)   
Jason Walsh was in attendance in lieu of Allison Iverson but had no specific opening 
comments at this time. 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM)   
Joe Hughes reported that BLM pipeline oversight office had moved to the Federal 
Building in Anchorage and the telephone system was in transition at that time.  Emails, 
however, remained the same and unaffected.   
 
He said the agency was looking forward to a busy summer season: Alyeska has several 
projects to accomplish, as outlined by Alyeska’s Roberts earlier. 
 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG)   
CDR Ben Hawkins apologized for missing the last meeting.  He introduced LT Tom 
Pauser from the 17th District in Juneau who was responsible for shepherding the 
PWSRCAC recertification through the 17th District Office. 
 
Regarding the recertification process, he apologized for an error published in the 
Federal Register.  The comment period will run for a full 45 days through March 7, 
2014. 
 
He thanked PWSRCAC for its participation in the Subarea committee.  The last meeting 
was held November 21, 2013, and covered a variety of issues, some of which were on 
the agenda at this Board meeting.  During that meeting and the discussion of revision 
work that was in process for the c-plan it came to light that the revision process was 
not well documented.  Hawkins said that a revised review process will be posted that 
day.  As far as the project to update and revise the Subarea c-plan, Hawkins reported 
that it remained on timeline.  Shortly before the next meeting on March 5, 2014, seven 
draft versions of the nine sections of the Subarea c-plan would be released for review. 
He said that the Subarea committee would have about 21 days to review the draft 
revisions, and he hoped that a draft plan would be released for public comment on or 
about May 1, 2014. 
 
He commented on the Conoco Phillips/Polar Tankers preparedness drill held in 
October 2013 and said it was an innovative exercise and everyone learned some new 
lessons. Some “lessons learned” reports were still pending at that time.  He commented 
that the on-scene coordinators (OSCs) who participated in that exercise were left with a 
renewed focus on the perspective that spills in Alaska, and Prince William Sound in 
particular, would be SONS spills (Spills Of National Significance), if not in name but in 
actuality, and that future exercises would be focused that way.  He commended Donna 
Schantz and Roy Robertson of PWSRCAC staff for their support of the USCG in the 
Subarea c-plan, and exercises and drills, and both have represented PWSRCAC well 
before the USCG. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF FISH AND GAME (ADFG) 
(No report.) 
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OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI) 
(No report.) 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
(No report.) 
 
NATIONAL OCEANIC & ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION (NOAA)   
(No report.) 
 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
(No report.) 
 
U.S. ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) 
(No report.) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI) 
(No report.) 

OPENING COMMENTS: SHIPPERS & OWNER COMPANIES 
 
BP SHIPPING:  Bill Jeffries talked about PWSRCAC’s impact and the difference it makes 
in providing great research and advice back to the industry.  Even though the outcome 
may not be exactly as PWSRCAC expects, the information it provides to industry and 
regulators was very important.  Jeffries brought a copy of BP’s Economic Impact Report 
which was BP’s commitment across the nation and its effect to the economy state by 
state.     
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC): Anil Mathur spoke of the balance between 
prevention and response, and ATC’s commitment to both.   
 
POLAR TANKERS:  Monty Morgan (via teleconference) said that Polar Tankers had had 
a great year with no recordable incidents and zero spills. The Polar Resolution would be 
the last ship to undergo rudder horn and stern tube replacement, and the four ships 
that were first repaired were back into service and would undergo underwater 
inspection instead of dry dock inspection. 
 
He reported that for 2013 Polar Tankers had 89 loads, which was four less than 2012 
and a reflection of declining throughput. He also reported 52 berthings in 2013, and 
105 hours of anchorings and downtime while awaiting throughput inventory.  He 
announced that Polar’s senior captain, Capt. John Piotrowski had retired after 36 years.  
He had captained the first load out of Valdez on the Arco Prudhoe Bay. He has been 
replaced by Capt. Mike Ames who has 25 years experience. 
 
Morgan briefly reported on Polar Tankers’ area preparedness exercise held in October 
2013.  He said Polar appreciated PWSRCAC’s active participation and its report, and 
Polar looked forward to applying the lessons learned and improving Polar’s response 
capabilities in the future. 
 
SEARIVER MARITIME: Angeline Fuschetto (via teleconference) reported that SeaRiver 
Maritime was already planning the 2014 area exercise which was scheduled for the 
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week of September 15, 2014.  On SeaRiver’s new build program, Fuschetto reported 
that the Liberty Bay was expected in Philadelphia in May and would make its way to the 
West Coast and then on to Alaska.  The second new build, the Eagle Bay was expected 
to be delivered in the first quarter of 2015.  
 
Steve Lewis asked if there was any way that PWSRCAC could address the security and 
liability issues with the Shippers to allow PWSRCAC Board members to go on board 
ships and transit with the crews.  He said one of the most fulfilling things of his entire 
experience with PWSRCAC was the thanks he received about PWSRCAC’s work on the 
vapor control system at the VMT from the SERVS crew during his vessel transit.  The 
seafarers themselves recognized that it would not have happened without PWSRCAC’s 
involvement, and that recognition was why he continued on the Council.  He said that 
interaction was lacking in the present arrangement. 
 
In response to a question by Swanson, Fuschetto went on to report on the transition of 
the new build ships into the TAPS system with the phasing out of the Kodiak  when the 
first new build arrives into TAPS, followed by the Sierra with the arrival of the second 
new build. 
  
PRESIDENTS’ REPORT TO THE BOARD 
President Bauer thanked everyone for their assistance to the Stan Stephens’ family 
after his passing in September.  She spoke of the accolades and awards that Stan 
Stephens was now receiving in memoriam, one of which was the Ocean Leadership 
Lifetime Achievement Award conferred by the SeaLife Center in Seward, where 
Stephens joins the ranks of honorees such as Sen. Ted Stevens and Walter Hickel. 
 
Bauer spoke of the detrimental effects of dispersants and her personal opposition to 
their use and to preauthorization zones. She encouraged everyone who opposes the 
use of dispersants to make their opinions known.  The comment period on the use of 
dispersants would be open through February 14, 2014.   She said that prevention is key 
to not having to use dispersants. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT TO THE BOARD (2-1) 
A written Executive Director’s report was included in the meeting notebook at Item 2-1. 
Swanson reviewed the highlights of that report with the Board. 
 
Lunch Recess: 12:05 p.m. -1:00 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 3-7, 3-8, 3-9) 
The following items were on the consent agenda for approval: 
 

3-1 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PWSRCAC CHECK SIGNERS 
Adoption of the resolutions provided by FNBA to update PWSRCAC’s account 
authorizations. 
 
3-2 ANCHORAGE OFFICE LEASE APPROVAL 
Authorization for staff to extend the current lease for five years for the 
Anchorage office at 3709 Spenard Road at a not-to-exceed five-year amount of 
$353,772. 
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3-3 ICS AND RESPONSE PLAN BASICS FOR REGIONAL STATEHOLDERS – 
 REPORT APPROVAL 
Approval of the report titled “ICS and Response Plan Basics for Regional  
Stakeholders RFP Number 7091.13.01” by Nuka Research and Planning Group, 
LLC, for distribution. 
 
3-4 FY2014 BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 
Approval of FY2014 budget modifications #21, 22, 29, 30, as follows: 
 

Mod #  Project  Amounts     Description   
  
#21  9520  Increase Non Indigenous  Remaining balance of U.S. Fish and  
   Species project grant   Wildlife Service grant funds that will  
   income by $35,701.   be used during FY-2014.  
 
#22  9520  Increase Non Indigenous  Corresponding expenses for the U.S.  
   Species project grant   Fish and Wildlife Service grant that 
   expenses by $35,701.   Will be used during FY-2014.  
 
#29  9550  Increase Dispersants   Additional funds required in FY- 
   project expenses by $7,500.  2014 budget for lab analysis. Board 

 authorization required since the 
 budget has already been adjusted by 
 $43,000.  
 

#30  9520  Reduce Non Indigenous  Reduce budget and use funds for 
   Species project expenses by  the dispersants projects.  
   $7,500 (Alyeska funds).  

 
3-5 APPROVAL OF THREE ALTERNATIVE RESPONSE TECHNOLOGY 
 REPORTS  
Acceptance of the reports titled “Review of Oil Spill Herders,” “Review of 
Solidifiers: An Update 2013,” and “Surface-washing Agents: An Update 2013.” 
 
3-6 TOXICITY OF DISPERSED OIL IN JUVENILE SALMON AND PACIFIC  
 HERRING – REPORT APPROVAL 
Acceptance of the report titled “Embryonic crude oil exposure causes cardiac 
hypertrophy and reduced aerobic performance in juvenile pink salmon and 
Pacific herring” by John Incardona and Marl Carls, et al. 
 
3-7 RESULTS & INTERPRETATIONS FROM SAMPLING 2008-2012 – 
 LTEMP REPORT APPROVAL 
Acceptance of the report titled “Results and Interpretations from Sampling 
2008-2012,” by Payne Environmental Consulting, Inc. 
 
3-8 ANNUAL CONTRACT COMPLIANCE VERIFICATION REPORT 
 APPROVAL 
Acceptance of the Annual Contract Compliance Verification Report. 
 
3-9 APPROVAL OF COLUMBIA GLACIER ICEBERG MONITORING  
 CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER 
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Authorization of a change order in the amount of $50,000 to the sole source 
contract 855.13.01 with W.T. Pfeffer Geophysical Consultants, LLC, to conduct 
additional mapping of the east branch of the Columbia Glacier. 
 

Moore moved to approve the consent agenda.  Herbert seconded, and the motion 
passed without objection. 
 
PRESENTATION ON VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL INVENTORY MANAGEMENT (4-3) 
Tom Kuckertz introduced Betsy Haines of Alyeska who gave an update on the 
management of TAPS oil inventory at the Valdez Marine Terminal. 
 
(This was an informational item.) 
 
REALISTIC MAXIMUM RESPONSE OPERATING LIMITITATIONS IN PRINCE WILLIAM 
SOUND (4-4) 
Roy Robertson gave an overview of what happens when the weather gets bad during an 
oil spill in Prince William Sound.  The presentation compared the RMROL sections 
(Realistic Maximum Response Operating Limitations) of the VMT c-plan and the Prince 
William Sound Tanker c-plan to the Prince William Sound Response Gap reports 
developed for PWSRCAC by Nuka Research and Planning.  The ConocoPhillips drill in 
October 2013 had highlighted the fact that weather conditions sometimes significantly 
hinder or preclude the safe execution of response activities expected in the c-plan. 
(This was an informational item.) 
 
ALYESKA/SERVS PRESENTATION AND OVERVIEW ON THE PWS TUG ESCORT 
SYSTEMS 
Alyeska/SERVS Manager Andres Morales gave an overview of Alyeska’s Ship Escort 
Response Vessel System (SERVS). 
 
(This was an informational item.) 
 
Recess: 2:40 p.m. -2:55 p.m. 
 
REMOTE CONTROL OF THE VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL - REPORT APPROVAL (4-5) 
Contractor Dan Hisey of Hisey and Associates LLC gave an overview of the findings 
and recommendations in his final report on his assessment of the degree to which 
assets under control of the OCC (Operations & Control Center) at the VMT may be 
susceptible to the same design or procedural vulnerabilities that contributed to the 
incident at Pump Station 9 in 2000.  As reported at the September Board Meeting and 
summarized in the briefing sheet (4-4), Alyeska severely limited access to personnel 
involved in executing the procedures and thus limited Hisey’s ability to assess the 
extent to which the procedures are actually in use.  The TOEM Committee 
recommended that Hisey finish his assessment using credible information available in 
the public domain from sources other than Alyeska and that the final report be 
produced.  Hisey finished his findings and report based on that information and 
presented the report and his recommendations to the Board.   
 
His recommendations were:  
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• To the extent the systemic issues of the Pump Station 9 incident in 2000 remain, 
the same factors could contribute to unnecessary risk at the VMT. Resolution of 
these risks needs to be validated by an external risk management organization 
or regulatory agency. 
 

• To the extent proposed strategic reconfiguration changes to the VMT may 
include a significant increase in process instrumentation and status under the 
OCC, PWSRCAC should be aware of not only their design, but the specifics of 
the implementation process, taking into account the type of problems 
encountered when making the significant changes during the pipeline 
reconfiguration projects. 
 

• PWSRCAC should request a review/update on the status of Alyeska’s Project 
Work Request Z556 to replace a critical communication structure at VMT that 
houses control system hardware. 
 

• Alyeska should establish clear measureable goals or Key Performance Indicators 
(KPIs) to track and monitor their control system alarms.  
 

• PWSRCAC should request documentation from Alyeska to establish the status of 
the Master Alarm Database (MADB) and Documentation & Rationalization (D&R) 
for VMT control system alarms. 

 
• PWSRCAC should request that Alyeska provide a status of VMT Controller 

training. 
 

• PWSRCAC should ask if Alyeska has completed a Reliability Centered 
Maintenance analysis of the control system, and if it was updated after the 
relocation of the OCC from Valdez to Anchorage. 

 
The Board was asked to accept the final report as meeting the terms of the contract. 
 
Lewis moved to accept the final report “Remote Control of the Valdez Marine 
Terminal” by Dan Hisey (Hisey and Associates, LLC), and to direct staff to forward the 
report to Alyeska and state and federal regulators accompanied by a cover letter 
summarizing the findings and recommendations with requests for appropriate action.  
Johnson seconded. 
 
Johnson commented that once the Board had passed this action, then the TOEM 
Committee needed to start asking the hard questions of Alyeska that Hisey 
recommended and then decide where PWSRCAC may go from there. 
  
The motion passed without objection. 
 
ANALYSIS OF OIL BIODEGRADATION PRODUCTS - REPORT APPROVAL (4-7) 
Project Manager Joe Banta presented a research report titled “Analysis of Oil 
Biodegradation Products” by Dr. Merv Fingas for Board approval.  As outlined in the 
briefing sheet (Item 4-7) in the meeting notebook, the SAC had contracted with Dr. 
Fingas to gather information on a little understood issue regarding biodegradation of 
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oil (the breakdown of oil by micro-fauna, generally bacteria).  The subject came up as 
the committee studied the biodegradation of dispersed oil and its toxicity.  In 
summary, Dr. Fingas identified that there is a real gap in knowledge with regard to 
biodegradation products of dispersed oil, the proper analytical techniques to identify 
and measure the products, and the toxicity of the products.  The report was a start at 
defining the issue and the gaps in knowledge about the subject. 
 
Moore moved to accept the report titled “Analysis of Oil Biodegradation Products” by 
Dr. Merv Fingas.  Parker seconded. Parker added that he could find no federal money 
for this project.  Bauer said the answers to the questions are important and she looked 
forward to SAC moving forward on getting those answers to the questions presented 
in the report. 
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
YOUTH INVOLVEMENT PRESENTATION  
Outreach Coordinator Lisa Matlock introduced a presentation by two Alaska 
Geographic staff, Betsi Oliver and Jackie Braden,  and one of the students, Gloria 
Ellsworth, on youth involvement and outreach to which PWSRCAC partners.  One of the 
projects involved a middle school program looking for residual oil. 
 
Student Gloria Ellsworth spoke of her opportunity to clean up trash on the beaches in 
Prince William Sound.  She expressed the desire to make a difference and hoped other 
youth would feel as she does. 
 
Jackie Braden, Youth Engagement Program Intern, shared on behalf of a student who 
was unable to attend this meeting who went on an overnight trip in the wilderness and 
how this student wanted to increase diversity in public lands visitors, bring more 
urban youth to the wilderness and to connect Alaska’s lands with disenfranchised 
youth populations. 
 
(This was an information item.) 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
An executive session was on the agenda for this time to discuss the Executive 
Director’s annual review and the additional item added at the beginning of the meeting 
to discuss development of a policy on public participation and proper conduct at 
PWSRCAC meetings. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved to go into executive session at this time.  
Committee chairs and staff were welcome to stay for the session on the public 
participation and proper conduct. 
 
Recess:  
The open session recessed for the day at approximately 4:40 pm. 
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Friday, January 24, 2014 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER  
President Bauer called the meeting back to order at 8:30 a.m. on January 24, 2014.  A 
roll call was taken.  The following 16 directors were present at the time of the call back 
to order: Bauer, Beedle, Burch (via teleconference) Eisemann, Faulkner, Garay, Herbert, 
Hart, Korbe, Lewis, Kompkoff, Miller, Moore, Parker, Selanoff, R. Totemoff.  Johnson 
arrived shortly after the roll call at approximately 8:40 a.m. (17 directors present.) 
 
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
President Bauer reported that the Board had had a lengthy discussion about how to 
manage meetings and to ensure civil and respectful participation in all PWSRCAC 
meetings and activities and was ready to entertain a motion with respect to 
development of a policy to that end. 
 
Herbert moved to request the Board Governance Committee to develop and submit to 
the Board of Directors a policy to manage and ensure civil and respectful participation 
in PWSRCAC meetings and activities.  Lewis seconded.  A brief discussion followed.  
Herbert commented that the Board had a lengthy discussion about how committee 
chairs could manage meetings according to Roberts’ Rules and suggested ideas that 
may be incorporated into the final policy that comes before the Board to ensure a free 
exchange of ideas at meetings so that the integrity of the organization is not 
compromised by rude and offensive behavior.  
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
For the record, Moore had volunteered to join the Board Governance Committee in 
executive session. 
 
 (This ended the report on the executive session.  There was no report on the Executive 
Director Annual Job Performance Objectives Review discussion.)  
 
UPDATE ON VMT CPLAN REVIEW (4-9) 
Project Managers Linda Swiss and Tom Kuckertz updated the Board on the status of 
the VMT c-plan review. 
 
Swiss reported that ADEC had extended final approval of the VMT c-plan to May 9, 
2014. Alyeska’s draft responses to ADEC’s RFAIs were still pending and due at the end 
of January and formal responses were due by the end of February. Swiss said staff was 
hoping to get copies of those draft responses to ADEC but staff has not yet 
approached Alyeska on that.   
 
Swiss also reported the PWSRCAC had only recently become aware of a meeting 
between Alyeska and regulators last April addressing the IWWS.  Staff was recently 
able to get copies of that information.  She also reported that there had been a 
Scenario 5 walk-through the week before this Board meeting attended by staff Roy 
Robertson and Jeremy Robida.  Alyeska had proposed changes as a result of that and 
PWSRCAC would have to wait to see if Alyeska makes any changes to the plan when 
responses are received. 
 



1-1 

Page 20 of 26  210.002.130123.JanMinutes  

Kuckertz expanded on the issue of PWSRCAC’s access to Alyeska’s responses to the 
RFAIs.  He said that when Alyeska’s responses were submitted to ADEC they were 
submitted on a CD-ROM that was marked with security markings as a whole, whereas 
the actual materials were submitted to ADEC without any security markings.  
PWSRCAC had to submit a FOIA request to ADEC and ADEC had to spend extra time to 
provide the documents to PWSRCAC, time which could have been better spent by 
PWSRCAC reviewing and analyzing the submittal. Kuckertz stated that it appeared to 
be a purposeful attempt to delay PWSRCAC’s access to the information that clearly had 
no security issues attached to it. 
 
Kuckertz went on to address similar problems with exchange-of-information issues 
relating to the IWWS meeting and correspondence that occurred in April 2013 that 
PWSRCAC did not find out about it until much later.  He said PWSRCAC staff was at a 
loss to understand why PWSRCAC was not included, because the correspondence 
painted the plan to repair the IWWS in a good fashion.  Kuckertz emphasized that the 
information flow has been stymied between Alyeska and PWSRCAC, and security was 
being used as a pretext to exclude or delay PWSRCAC’s access to information. 
 
Swanson pointed out that under PWSRCAC’s contract with Alyeska and under OPA90, 
Alyeska is to allow PWSRCAC access to this type of information, particularly c-plans, 
and he called on Alyeska to explain why PWSRCAC was being excluded or denied 
access to what was basically public information.  Alyeska’s Roberts responded that he 
was not aware of the issues until Swiss brought it up.   He said he thought it was an 
oversight that Alyeska did not copy PWSRCAC with that April correspondence.  
Swanson responded that he was more concerned that PWSRCAC was purposely 
excluded from the RFAI submittal to ADEC, which required another layer that 
PWSRCAC had to go through to get information to which it was entitled under OPA90.   
 
Lewis stated that a lot of things fall through the cracks in his experience and that it 
was easy to ascribe motive to these failures to communicate.  He said PWSRCAC should 
continue to watch for a pattern and communicate its concern, but cautioned against 
ascribing motive. 
 
ADEC’s Elizabeth Stergio, the lead reviewer on the c-plan, clarified that the end of 
January deadline for the review process (reported by Swiss earlier) was really the time 
that ADEC would need if Alyeska wanted ADEC to review any more drafts.  She 
expected that was not the case and that the next submittal ADEC would see would be 
the formal RFAI response provided to ADEC at the end of February. 
 
DISCUSSION ON SPAR RESPONSE FUND LONGEVITY WITH KRISTIN RYAN, ADEC 
SPAR DIRECTOR 
Kristin Ryan, Director of ADEC’s Spill Prevention and Response Division (SPAR), came 
at the Board’s request to talk about legislative funding issues of the SPAR Division. 
 
Ryan explained in detail the Response and Prevention account funding split that comes 
to the division from a dedicated tax on a barrel of TAPS oil. Ryan stated that because 
of the decline in the throughput of TAPS oil it was projected that the Prevention 
account would have a $6 million shortfall in 2016 and there was debate about where to 
get additional funding.  Ryan said that currently the Governor had reduced taxes on 
the oil industry in an effort to encourage increased production, which would then 
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increase the amount going into the Fund, but that it was generally recognized that 
there would need to be an infusion to the division from the general fund.  Ryan 
anticipated that the SPAR Division would not request funds from the general fund 
until the year in which it was needed. In the meantime, she was making efforts to 
improve and increase the cost recovery. She noted that there had been flat growth in 
the division’s positions but the work had increased by adding services without 
increasing the budget.  Also, other departments were using the fund for services that 
were not directly related to the fund, and those have been eliminated.  She also pointed 
out that the SPAR Division also covered contaminated sites, and it can no longer do 
that.  It now requests capital funds to cover those costs, which has reduced the draw 
on the SPAR budget. 
 
Swanson commented that other sources, such as transporters of refined product, could 
be taxed.  Ryan agreed and added that there were also opportunities in diesel product 
and the assessment of fees for some of the work the Division performs.  Both options 
would require legislative action and there were no proposals in the legislature at the 
moment. 
 
Thane Miller expressed his appreciation to Ryan for her efforts to overhaul the cost 
recovery. 
 
Lewis commented that the legislature should stop viewing the oil industry as the deep 
pocket to fund the SPAR Division; instead cost recovery should be spread over other 
user industries.  He suggested that PWSRCAC present some solution proposals to the 
Alaska Legislature.  Ryan pointed out that the Legislature had put language in the 
budget that the division was to come up with the budget solution.  She said that the 
division would have to look at a variety of options and increase funding through a 
variety of mechanisms, not just focusing on one. 
 
UPDATE AND DISCUSSION ON THE ARRT PLAN AMENDMENTS (4-11)  
Linda Swiss updated the Board on issues involving the ARRT and the ARRT’s proposed 
changes to the Alaska Federal/State Preparedness Plan for Response to Oil and 
Hazardous Substance Discharges/Release (the “Unified Plan”). The proposed changes 
were in two areas: modifying the language on the Regional Stakeholder Committee 
(RSC), and replacing the “Alaska Dispersant Use Guidelines” with the “Dispersant Use 
Authorization Plan.”  
Comments on the proposed changes to the dispersant guidelines were due to the ARRT 
by February 14, 2014.  A briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook as Item 
4-11, along with PWSRCAC’s comments to the ARRT on the proposed changes, 
including elimination of the RSC. 
 
Steve Rothchild emphasized that these were two distinct proposals and outlined them 
further.   
 
Swanson cautioned that “no pre-approval zone” would not mean that the federal on-
scene coordinators (FOSCs) could not ultimately use dispersants in Prince William 
Sound.   
 
CDR Hawkins pointed out that after the public comment period had ended and the 
guidelines were adopted into the Subarea plan, there would be a 24-month clock 
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during which the Subarea Committee would take what was in the Unified Plan and 
incorporate it into the Prince William Sound Subarea c-plan.  Part of that would include 
a discussion of whether use of dispersants needed to be avoided in certain subareas.  
He emphasized that it would not ban the use of dispersants but it would designate 
areas where dispersants should be avoided. 
 
Lewis commented that dispersants make a visible problem less visible, which is a 
politically attractive solution in a major spill scenario.  He said his personal frustration 
with dispersants was that the availability of that tool, the ease with which it can be 
applied, and the relatively low cost had diverted attention and resources from the 
development of effective mechanical removal technology.  
 
(This was an informational item.) 
 
NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES IN PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND: PLANKTON - REPORT 
APPROVAL (4-6) 
Project Manager Joe Banta introduced Greg Ruiz of the Smithsonian Environmental 
Research Center who presented (via teleconference) an overview of his findings and his 
report on a quantitative survey of “Non-Indigenous Species in Prince William Sound: 
Plankton.”  Ruiz sampled six different regions and three plankton samples at each of 
the locations.  Eight potential non-native species were detected and identified in Prince 
William Sound across the various survey sites. All were benthic organisms. These were 
the Atlantic mudwhelk Illyanassa obsolete, the Asian mussel Muscalista senhousia, the 
European hydrozoan Cordylophora, the Atlantic bryozoans Bugula stolonifera, the clam 
Mya areanaria, the Asian shrimp Palaemon macrodactylus, the polychaete Streblospio 
gynobranchiata, and the tunicate Botrylloides violaceus.  Ruiz concluded that only the 
Mya is known to be established in Prince William Sound and that Alaska is relatively 
un-invaded at the present time, but there is a northward march of some non-
indigenous species, and it is likely human caused. 
 
The Board was asked to accept the report as meeting the terms of the contract. 
 
Hart moved to accept the report “Non-indigenous Species (NIS) in Prince William 
Sound: Plankton” by Greg Ruiz of the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center.  
Moore seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
Recess: 10:45 a.m. -11:00 a.m. 
 
INCIDENT REPORT UPDATE FOR 2013 (4-2) 
Project Manager Assistant Nelli Vanderburg presented a report on the annual summary 
of incidents reported to PWSRCAC that occurred during the year 2013.  Incident 
reports include oil spill, fires, malfunctions causing shutdowns, navigational closure, 
and tanker or escort problems.  The presentation included terminal and tanker 
statistics. 
 
(This was an informational item.) 
 
REVISION TO PWSRCAC TRAVEL POLICY (4-10) 
Administrative Deputy Director Steve Rothchild presented a revision to Section 700.06 
of the PWSRCAC Travel Policy for Board approval.  This revision came back to the 
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Board following the September meeting when staff was asked to show the slide 
presentation that was to be substituted for a terminal tour and ride on a vessel in 
order for a volunteer to qualify for reimbursement of travel expenses to conferences, 
trainings, etc.  The suggestions made at the September meeting were incorporated into 
the new revision and presented for approval at this meeting as an attachment to Item 
4-10 in the meeting notebook.   
 
The proposed slide-show to be the substitute for the first-hand terminal tour and 
vessel ride-out was shown to the Board. 
 
Johnson suggested that this slide presentation should be used as a substitute for an 
actual terminal tour and ride on a vessel only after a volunteer had taken a first-hand 
terminal tour and ride on a vessel at least once.  Lewis suggested that the presentation 
needed an addition about how the whole system works together and a scripted 
narrative to go along with the slide presentation. President Bauer said she would prefer 
to see it as a video.  Executive Director Swanson pointed out that the slideshow was 
designed to facilitate a discussion with the volunteer, not to stand on its own.  He also 
pointed out that a video may have information that Alyeska does not want to share 
with the general public. 
 
Herbert moved to approve travel policy 700.06 as written.  Miller seconded. 
Discussion continued. 
 
Bob Benda suggested that perhaps Alyeska could do the video or add a narrative to the 
slide presentation, and in that way they could control what is seen. 
 
Johnson moved to amend the motion to add: “After the first visit …. to the third 
sentence, beginning “Periodic review ….”  Miller seconded the amendment.  After a 
brief discussion, the amendment passed (Lewis opposed). 
 
The main motion passed, and Section 700.06 was adopted as amended, (Lewis 
opposed). 
 
 [As amended, PWSRCAC Travel Policy Section 700.06 reads as follows: 
 

700.06 – Valdez Marine Terminal/SERVS Familiarization:  All PWSRCAC 
volunteers are expected to become familiar with the VMT and SERVS facilities.  
Orientation, including a terminal tour, is required within the previous two years 
before travel expenses to conferences, trainings, etc., will be paid.  After the first 
visit, periodic review of the PWSRCAC slide presentation and Executive Director’s 
validation of familiarity with the VMT and SERVS may substitute for this 
requirement.  The Executive Committee may grant a postponement of this 
requirement if weather or unusual circumstances occur.  PWSRCAC volunteers 
whose jobs take them into regular contact with the Valdez Marine Terminal and 
SERVS vessels are not required to complete a SERVS/VMT tour before out-of-state 
travel is approved.  PWSRCAC staff are required to complete a terminal tour 
prior to approval of out-of-state travel. 

 
Lewis clarified of his opposition to adoption of the policy revision because he did not 
feel the substitute slide show was complete, and therefore he could not endorse it. 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EVOS SPILL (4-13) 
Steve Rothchild presented an overview of how PWSRCAC plans to commemorate the 
25th anniversary of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS). Exhibits were planned in Valdez, 
Cordova, Anchorage, Homer, Kodiak and Seward. The Board took up a general 
discussion of the plans to date and asked staff to research the costs of full page 
informational advertisements in various publications. 
 
Lewis moved  (and the motion was later restated ) that, given the timeframe before 
the 25th anniversary, staff is requested to research the cost, strategy and timing 
options of a full page ad campaign (in supplement to the other existing media outreach 
that is being developed), and to delegate needed approval to the Executive Committee.  
Johnson seconded. 
 
Discussion continued.   
 
Johnson said that he envisioned the campaign to be a “then and now” in Anchorage, 
Cordova, Valdez and all the smaller papers too, and that Alyeska may want to provide 
some input. It would be a way to give Alyeska recognition for their contributions and 
recognition that if there was to be another EVOS-type incident, Alyeska would be there 
to respond.  Johnson said he thought it would be money well spent because so many 
people do not know of PWSRCAC or what it does or has done in the 25 years since the 
EVOS spill.   
 
Lewis said he envisioned the full page ad campaign would be in addition to what staff 
had already planned with op-ed pieces and interviews, etc. 
 
Hart said she thought the same result could be obtained by using op-eds and looking 
at different media outreach that would give free exposure without spending thousands 
of dollars on a full ad campaign.  
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
Recess: 12:15 p.m. -1:15 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF IRS FORM 990 (4-8) 
Financial Manager Gregory Dixon presented a staff request that the Board authorize 
the Executive Director to sign the organization’s Form 990 income tax return. 
  
Dixon stated that he had reviewed the income tax return and the Finance Committee 
had reviewed it also and recommended that it be forwarded to the Board for approval, 
with a few minor clerical corrections: 
 

• Under Part 7, page 7 – Patience Andersen Faulkner to be listed as an officer. 
• Correct Andrea Korbe’s name in Part 7. 
• Uncheck the box to next to Gregory Dixon’s name.  
• Small change to compensation figures to Linda Robinson. 
• Part 7, former board members – Dixon will find out from the tax preparers if 

that check box needs to be checked. 
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Hart moved to authorize the Executive Director to sign the Form 990 (with minor 
clerical corrections noted) on behalf of PWSRCAC and submit it to the Internal Revenue 
Service on or before February 15, 2014.  Miller seconded, and the motion passed 
without objection. 
 
LONG RANGE PLAN APPROVAL (4-14) 
Donna Schantz presented the Five Year Strategic Plan for 2015-2019 for Board 
approval.  A draft was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-14.  One additional 
suggestion that came out of the Long-Range Plan Workshop the previous day was to 
add an additional bullet to the bottom of page 6: “promote Best Available Technology 
and Best Practices.” 
 
Moore moved to approve the Five Year Strategic Plan for 2015-2019 as developed and 
finalized for consideration by the Board at the January 22, 2014 Long Range Plan 
workshop, with the addition of “promote Best Available Technology and Best Practices” 
to the bottom of page 6. Lewis seconded and the motion passed without objection. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM ON BOARD MEETING SCHEDULING 
President Bauer asked for Board discussion on whether to change the prescheduled 
dates of the September 2014 meeting in Homer because of a possible conflict with the 
shipper area drill that SeaRiver had moved to September for 2014 (and potentially 
years to come).  As explained, it was important to have staff at the September Board 
meeting but also at the drill. 
 
After initial discussion, Miller moved to change the dates for the 2014 September 
Board meeting in Homer to September 25 and 26, 2014.  Hart seconded.  Discussion 
continued on the impacts and logistics of changing the meeting dates. 
 
The motion passed.  (Lewis, Moore, Parker, Beedle opposed.  Burch abstained.) 
 
PRESENTATION ON PWSRCAC’S EVOS PROJECT JUKEBOX (4-12) 
Digital Collections Librarian Alicia Zorzetto gave an overview presentation on EVOS 
Project Jukebox which will create an oral history archive at the University Alaska 
Fairbanks that preserves the voices of those impacted by the oil spill.  As outlined in 
the briefing sheet 4-12 and Zorzetto’s presentation, the primary outcome is to preserve 
the oral history of those impacted, thus creating a more holistic and democratic 
perspective of the historical events surrounding the EVOS.  Additionally, the project is 
intended to foster research opportunities through partnership between the Oral 
History Program at UAF and the PWSRCAC.  By preserving the oral accounts of 
individuals impacted by this environmental disaster, and displaying stories online, the 
acute consequences of a severe oil spill may be more comprehensively understood.  
The project had obtained a matching contribution of $20,000 from the Alaska 
Interlibrary Cooperation Grant. 
 
(This was an informational item.) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
(None.) 
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CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
       
Secretary 


