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Resolution 14-01 
 Requiring the use of Best Available Technology in Tugboats Escorting Laden 

Oil Tankers 
 
WHEREAS, The Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
(PWSRCAC) has conducted extensive research on what constitutes Best Available 
Technology for tugboats escorting laden tankers transiting Prince William Sound, 
Alaska, and;  
 
WHEREAS, the PWSRCAC considers Best Available Technology to represent use of 
equipment, technology and work practices that have been proven superior in their 
practical use, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Escort tugs are designed to provide emergency steering and braking of 
ships while underway, using the hydrodynamic forces generated by their hulls, 
and;  
 
WHEREAS, Technical improvements are constantly being made to tugboats in the 
areas of towing stability, escort stability, towing equipment and safety equipment, 
and; 
 
WHEREAS, PWSRCAC believes adoption of world class escort tug standards 
represents a significant enhancement in the safety and capability of tug preventive 
measures to reduce crude oil spills in the Sound, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Use of Best Available Technology for escort tugs is a positive spill 
prevention effort that has significant safety and capability implications for the safe 
transportation of oil, not only in Prince William Sound, but nationally in other 
ports, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Current regulations in the United States do not specify performance 
standards or equipment for escort tugs involved in direct and indirect tows, and 
do not reflect international best practices being developed for these vessels; 
 
Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council hereby urges the following: 
 

1. The United States Congress should implement national standards for 
adoption of escort tugboat Best Available Technology in an overarching plan 
to prevent the inadvertent discharge of oil; 
 
2. The Legislature of the State of Alaska should implement stringent 
standards requiring use of escort tugboat Best Availability Technology in all 
oil spill contingency plans approved by the State; 
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3. The United States Coast Guard should consider adoption of standards 
based on the use of Best Available Technology that improve the safe 
operation of escort tugboats; 
 
4. The American Bureau of Shipping should harmonize its standards for 
escort tugboat classification with world-class standards developed and 
promulgated by other International Association of Class Societies (IACS) 
members. 
 

PASSED and APPROVED this XXX Day of May, 2014.  
 
 
           
Amanda Bauer, President   Patience Andersen Faulkner, Secretary  


