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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

May 1-2, 2014 
Valdez, Alaska  

 
 
Members Present 
Ian Angaiak Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council 
Amanda Bauer City of Valdez 
Robert Beedle City of Cordova 
Al Burch (via teleconference) Kodiak Island Borough 
Pat Duffy Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
Jim Herbert City of Seward 
Cathy Hart Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association 
Blake Johnson Kenai Peninsula Borough 
John Johnson Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Andrea Korbe City of Whittier 
Stephen Lewis City of Seldovia 
Thane Miller Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation  
Dorothy Moore City of Valdez 
Walter Parker Oil Spill Regional Environmental Coalition 
Roy Totemoff Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA Council  
 
Members Absent 
Emil Christiansen Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Jane Eisemann City of Kodiak 
Nick Garay City of Homer 
Diane Selanoff Port Graham Corporation  
 
Ex-Officio Members Present  
John Whitney NOAA 
Ron Doyel ADEC 
CDR Ben Hawkins US Coast Guard MSU Valdez 
Joe Hughes Bureau of Land Management 
Allison Iverson Department of Natural Resources 
 
Committee Members Present 
Jerry Brookman OSPR Committee 
Bob Benda TOEM Committee 
Bill Conley POVTS Committee 
Pete Heddell POVTS Committee  
Savannah Lewis IEC 
 
Staff Members Present 
Mark Swanson Executive Director 
Donna Schantz Director of Programs 
Steve Rothchild Administrative Deputy Director 
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant  
Lisa Matlock Outreach Coordinator 
Gregory Dixon Financial Manager 
Amanda Johnson Project Manager/Webmaster 
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Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Jeremy Robida  Project Manager 
Alan Sorum Project Manager 
Tom Kuckertz Project Manager 
Alicia Zorzetto (via teleconference) Digital Collections Librarian 
Nelli Vanderburg Project Manager Assistant 
Serena Lopez (via teleconference) Project Manager Assistant 
Jean Cobb Administrative Assistant 
 
Others Present  
Barry Roberts Alyeska 
Scott Hicks  Alyeska 
Elizabeth Stergio  Alaska Dept. Environmental Conservation 
Becky Spiegel (via teleconference) Alaska Dept. Environmental Conservation 
Sharry Miller Alaska Dept. Environmental Conservation 
Anna Carey Alaska Dept. Environmental Conservation 
John Kotula Alaska Dept. Environmental Conservation 
Mike Franklin US Coast Guard MSU Valdez  
Anil Mathur  Alaska Tanker Company 
Mike Meadors  Alaska Tanker Company 
Bill Cole Alaska Tanker Company 
Bill Jeffries BP Shipping 
Angelina Fuschetto SeaRiver Maritime 
David Vogal SeaRiver Maritime 
Steve Weeks Bureau of Land Management 
Ero Walli Crowley Marine 
Tony Gorman KCHU Public Radio 
Joe Levesque Levesque Law Group 
Mike Wells Mayor pro tem, City of Valdez  
John French Pegasus Environmental Solutions - Alaska 
Marilynn Heddell Public 
Tom Lakosh (via teleconference) Public 
Alan Crume Public 
 
 
WELCOME 
Mayor pro tem Mike Wells welcomed the group to Valdez and expressed his appreciation to the 
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council for their work and dedication to the 
mission of promoting the environmentally safe operation of the transportation of oil. 
 
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
The annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council was held May 1 and 2, 2014, at the Civic Center, Valdez, Alaska.  President 
Amanda Bauer called the meeting to order at 8:30am on May 1, 2014.  
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 13 directors were present, representing a quorum for the 
conduct of business: Bauer, Beedle, Burch (via teleconference), Faulkner, Hart, Herbert, Johnson, 
Korbe, Lewis, Miller, Moore, Parker and R. Totemoff.  
 
Introductions and directors’ reports followed.  Steve Lewis made some comments that others 
were to refer to later in the agenda.  He said that he was reminded during the 25th EVOS 
anniversary activities that despite efforts to improve prevention and response, those in the 
downstream communities are of the opinion that another EVOS-type spill could happen again, 
and the downstream communities are going to have to pull together and do things on their own, 



1-1 

Page 3 of 22  210.002.140501.MayMinutes 

much as they did during the EVOS spill.  He said people would like to say that things had 
improved but they cannot be sure of that, and that was why PWSRCAC’s work was so important, 
and the Council should continue work on prevention and response in a mode of “collaborative 
cooperation” to move forward on prevention and to make sure that Prince William Sound and the 
downstream communities have for their protection a spill response capability that meets in 
reality, not just on paper, the requirements of the c-plan. 
  
AGENDA (1-0) 
Faulkner moved to approve the agenda. Miller seconded.  Herbert pointed out that item K on 
May 1 should be corrected to reflect that the agenda item was approval of the FY2015 budget, not 
the FY2013 budget.  Moore moved to accept the agenda as corrected.  Faulkner seconded.  The 
agenda was approved as corrected.   
 
DIRECTOR APPOINTMENTS (4-1) 
Swanson reviewed the nominee representatives received from PWSRCAC’s  organizations for 
appointment to the Board of Directors. The action requested was for Board confirmation of the 
two-year terms of the selected representatives for each of the member entities listed in briefing 
sheet 4-1. 
 
Hart moved to confirm the two-year terms of the selected representatives for each of the 
members entities, as follows:   
 

Pat Duffy Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
Ian Angaiak Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council 
John Johnson  Chugach Alaska Corporation   
Robert Beedle City of Cordova  
Al Burch Kodiak Island Borough 
Walt Parker Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition 
Diane Selanoff Port Graham Corporation  
Dorothy Moore City of Valdez  
Andrea Korbe City of Whittier  

 
Miller seconded.  The motion passed without objection. 
  
(15 directors present with the addition of the two newly appointed directors.) 
 
MINUTES 1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4 
Faulkner moved to approve the minutes of January 23-24, 2014.  Hart seconded.  Herbert said 
he had found some minor typographical errors in the minutes but nothing substantive that would 
change the intent of the record, and he would work with staff to get those corrected.   The 
minutes were approved pending typographical corrections. 
 
Faulkner moved to approve the minutes of March 31, 2014. Hart seconded.  The minutes were 
approved as presented. 
 
Faulkner moved to approve the minutes of April 2, 2014. Hart seconded.  The minutes were 
approved as presented. 
 
Faulkner moved to approve the minutes of February 6, 2014.  Hart seconded. The minutes were 
approved as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Prior to the opening the floor to comments from the public, President Bauer read a statement 
developed by the Board Governance Committee relating to acceptance of public comments at 
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PWSRCAC Board meetings.  This statement was intended to clarify the ground rules for the 
Council’s acceptance of such comments and the public’s expected conduct. The statement will be 
read prior to the public comment period at Council meetings in the future: 
 

“The Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council considers 
input from the public an integral part of what it does and how it gets 
information. Members of the public are welcome to offer comments at this 
time, with each person/entity limited to five minutes.  As a matter of 
courtesy speakers are requested to keep comments polite and professional.” 

 
Tom Lakosh said he concurred with Steve Lewis’ call for a response system that in reality can 
meet the requirements of the contingency plans and the Response Planning Standard (RPS), 
particularly for open ocean response, and hoped that the Board would vote to follow up on the 
Censum Northwest report, which showed a radical deficiency in the actual ability to execute the c-
plan; to search and recommend the use of new technologies in oil spill response; and work with 
NOAA and their spill tools to test different types of technologies with high ocean capabilities to 
bring the c-plan into compliance with state and federal law. 
 
Another area of concern to Lakosh were recent reports on best available technology (BAT) of tug 
escorts and the Hinchinbrook Entrance tug.  Neither report addressed the escorting of inbound 
laden tankers at Hinchinbrook Entrance in unrestricted weather conditions.  Lakosh said he was 
concerned that the parameters for the study, which did include consideration of inbound laden 
tankers, did not actually analyze or recommend the best technology for escorting inbound laden 
tankers in unrestricted weather conditions, and that prescribed closure conditions are far below 
those actually experienced because of the location of the Seal Rocks buoy.  The two reports did 
not address unrestricted weather conditions for inbound laden tankers and actual weather 
conditions at Hinchinbrook Entrance.  He urged the Board to follow up on these omissions in the 
two reports.  
 
John French of PESA (via teleconference) said he had a number of concerns that echoed the 
comments of Steve Lewis and he would put those in writing.   
 
French said he saw a general trend of PWSRCAC having a decreased willingness to look at or 
consider comments that are “a little outside of the box.”  He said he was also concerned that 
PWSRCAC seemed to be more concerned with the niceties of a presentation and the sensibilities 
of the listener rather than the content of the presentation or the comments of the speaker. He 
also added that he was concerned that PWSRCAC continue its tradition of soliciting information 
in as open a process as possible, without being so offended by the way it is presented that 
PWSRCAC chooses to write letters to the commentators trying to exclude them from further 
attendance and further input. 
 
OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE (OSPR) 
Vice Chair Jerry Brookman reviewed a number of issues that OSPR had been following since the 
last meeting: 
 

• Project 600 - Oil Spill Response Planning Program:   
o ARRT Charter:  A proposal was presented to amend the current charter to allow the 

co-chairs to make decisions.  The current charter calls for decisions to be made by 
consensus.  

o Regional Stakeholder Committee:  Proposed language changes were anticipated to be 
presented to the ARRT at the May 2014 meeting.  

o USCG Non-Tank Vessel Alternate Planning Criteria:  Ed Page of the Alaska Marine 
Exchange has proposed an Alternate Planning Criteria (APC) in lieu of strict 
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compliance with new regulations.  The USCG has formally accepted this APC proposal 
for a period of two years.   

o Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) Update:  A presentation 
was made by BSEE on their oil spill response planning for Alaska. Numerous projects 
are being conducted on Arctic oil spill response.   

o Dispersant Use Authorization Plan:  Comments were submitted on February 4, 2014 
on the ARRT’s draft revision of the Unified Plan entitled Dispersant Authorization Plan 
which is slated to replace the current Alaska Dispersant Use Guidelines.   

o Prince William Sound Subarea Contingency Plan:  The Prince William Sound Subarea 
Committee met on March 5, 2014.   Progress reports were provided by the three 
working groups (planning; response, resource and protection; and outreach) on 
updating their respective sections of the Prince William Sound Subarea Plan.  A 30-day 
public review and comment period on the plan was anticipated to begin May 1.   

o Oil & Hazardous Substance Release Prevention & Response Fund: HB325 has been 
introduced to the Alaska Legislature which raises the response fund from $50 million 
to $75 million.  There was no movement on this legislation. It was hoped this issue 
would be addressed by the next legislature. 

o USCG Preemption:  USCG issued a Federal Register notice in December 2013 soliciting 
comments on a proposed rulemaking on preemption of state regulations.  The 
deadline for comments was extended from March 27 to May 27, 2014. 

 
• Project 651- Contingency Planning Project: 

o VMT C-Plan Review:  Alyeska Responses to ADEC’s Requests for Additional 
Information (RFAI) were due on February 28, 2014.  ADEC is currently reviewing 
those responses, and OSPR was waiting for the next phase of the view to begin. 

o VMT Coordination Workgroup:  The VMT Coordination Workgroup met in March 
and April.  A large portion of the meeting was spent on developing a charter for 
the workgroup with the goal of making the workgroup meetings worthwhile and 
valuable.  The next meeting is scheduled for the beginning of June. 

 
• Project 703 - Contracted Vessel Readiness Review (Dock Walk): 

o Given the challenges in obtaining the contracted fishing vessel database from 
SERVS, OSPR directed staff member Jeremy Robida to conduct a small scale dock 
walk in Valdez this spring. Robida has since conducted the dock walk and the 
preliminary report will be discussed at the meeting in May. 

o PWSRCAC’s intern Zachary Verfaillie worked the “what’s the ideal mix of vessels to 
carry out the C-Plan” portion of the project (managed by Robertson). OSPR has 
accepted his analysis as a living document and that document would be presented 
later at this meeting. 

 
• Project 709 - Oil Spill Simulants:  A group made up of national experts involved in the 

PWSRCAC-led simulants workshop met for an initial planning meeting in January. The 
group discussed the project and its goals of navigating the federal permitting process for 
an oil simulant, either particle or liquid-based. A summer 2014 workshop is being planned 
in Washington, DC, and will focus on developing a consensus report to the National 
Response Team on the role of simulants in oil spill response. 
 

• The following exercises/drills were held and attended by OSPR staff: 
 -Port Gravina Nearshore Exercise – February 26-28, 2014. 
 -Nelson Bay Nearshore Exercise – March 15 and 16, 2014. 
 

 (Pat Duffy joined the meeting at 9:30 a.m.  16 directors present.)  
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC) 
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Dorothy Moore reported on the following projects and issues that the SAC was following: 
 

• Project 754 - Scientific Planning:  The project team finished the draft science plan and will 
present it to SAC at its next meeting on May 14. 
 

• Project 900 - Environmental Monitoring: Staff continues to manage all the contracts under 
this program, as needed.   
 

• Project 931 – Dispersed Oil Biodegradation:  The committee received a draft final report 
from New Jersey Institute of Technology on dispersed oil biodegradation in March, and 
SAC coordinated an initial peer review of it. 
 

• Project 951 – Long-Term Environmental Monitoring:  The five-year sampling report is due 
this fall.  When the mussel genomics piece is completed this fall the results will assist SAC 
in determining whether or not changes need to be made to the sampling plan. 
 

• Project 952 – Aquatic Nuisance Species:  Danielle Verna was recently contracted to draft a 
report analyzing ballast water discharge patterns for TAPS tankers transiting to Port 
Valdez.   
 

• Project 955 – Dispersants:  Several staff and volunteers attended meetings on the new 
dispersants guidelines as they were developed and submitted to the ARRT.  While in 
Washington, DC, PWSRCAC representatives met with the head of the Interagency 
Coordinating Committee on Oil Pollution Research (ICCOPR), a multi-agency coordinating 
body, and its head will be presenting at SAC later this year.   
 

• Project 959 – Prince William Sound Hydrocarbon Toxicity:  The final genomics-based 
report is due this summer. 
 

• Project 9591 – Port Valdez Spot Shrimp Hydrocarbon Testing:  The final report is due in 
July. 
 

• Project 9600 – LTEMP Status Review:  The data on the genetic and hydrocarbons in 
mussels is anticipated this fall. SAC will hold its annual EMP workshop in September or 
October to review the data and use it to evaluate potential revisions to its monitoring 
plan.   
 

• Project 9620 – Improved Dispersants Monitoring:  Contractor Merv Fingas recently 
submitted biological pre-application survey information that is currently being reviewed 
by the committee as part of the improved dispersants monitoring protocol. 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS COORDINATION TEAM   
Bill Conley reported in the absence of Bob Jaynes.  He reported that the Committee Chairs 
Coordination Team had met three times in 2014 and was primarily focused on input for the 
volunteer handbook and the mentoring project.  Staff is assisting the committee on the how to 
structure the mentoring project.   

 
PORT OPERATIONS AND VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS COMMITTEE  
Vice Chair Bill Conley reported in Bob Jaynes’ absence on items and issues that the POVTS 
Committee had been tracking since the last meeting.   
 
He reported that the committee had met seven times to date in 2014 and had approved the 2014 
Marine Firefighting Symposium final report, the iceberg discharge monitoring report by Tad 
Pfeffer, a review of the best available technology (BAT) for tanker escorts by Robert Allen, a 
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review of BAT for the sentinel tug for Hinchinbrook Entrance, and extended the contract for Tad 
Pfeffer to continue monitoring the ice discharge from Columbia Glacier.  
 
Other activities of the committee included planning for the 2015 Marine Firefighting Symposium 
for which a work group has been formed and planning is ongoing. The committee has also 
discussed the possibility of adopting a world-class escort tug BAT standard, and this has been 
forwarded as a resolution to the Board at this meeting. The navigation data project with AVTEC 
was near completion, and the committee continued to work on enhancing the ice radar system at 
Reef Island. 
 
Later, during PWSRCAC technical committee reports, Blake Johnson inquired of POVTS as to the 
status of the ice detection radar.  Alan Sorum of staff explained that the radar had been out of 
service for a number of months.  He said that Alyeska had recently designated an expert to work 
with PWSRCAC on it.    
 
TERMINAL OPERATIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (TOEM) 
Committee Chair Bob Benda noted that the TOEM committee had met twice since the January 
Board Meeting.  He reported that PWSRCAC staff continues to monitor projects on the terminal 
through monthly visits to the terminal and updates the TOEM committee on these activities at 
their meetings.  Benda said that TOEM was following secondary containment projects, industrial 
waste water system repairs, berth corrosion repairs, berth arm repairs and tank inspection 
projects. 
 
Benda reported that oil was loaded at a rate of 504,000 barrels per day on average in 2014.  The 
value of the product load averaged between $1.3 and $1.4 billion per month.  Inventories ranged 
from 20% - 40% of the working capacity of the terminal.  Ballast water throughput had been 
steady at about 2,000,000 gallons per day. 
 
Benda reported that staff continues to update the System Integrity Matrix, a compact table of 
system integrity items of interest to PWSRCAC, and Project Manager Tom Kuckertz had the most 
current version of that matrix. 
 
Benda said that TOEM’s most active project is Project 5590 – Inspectability of Piping at the VMT.  
The Council’s contractor, Dynamic Risk, would be performing field work in Alaska on May 6, 7, 
and 8.  May 7 would be spent onsite at the terminal, while May 6 and 8 would be spent at Alyeska 
and PWSRCAC offices in Anchorage.  Staff was to accompany contractor personnel as they 
worked with Alyeska personnel. 
 
Benda announced that the TOEM Committee would soon consist of only four members: two 
members and two directors.  Project Manager Tom Kuckertz would be retiring this summer, and 
both Benda and his wife JoAnn had decided not to sign up for two more years.  Harold Blehm, 
vice chair, will act as chair until new members are added and a chairman can be elected. 
 
He directed those who wanted to more information on TOEM projects and activities to the status 
reports under Tab 5 of the board meeting notebook. 
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC) 
Chair Patience Andersen Faulkner recognized each of the IEC Committee members and thanked 
them for their service.  Faulkner reviewed projects and issues the IEC was following, including: 
 

• Commemorating 25 Years Since EVOS - Staff assembled a full page at the direction of the 
Executive Committee and the ad was featured in 15 regional newspapers plus Juneau. In 
addition, several hour-long presentations and discussions commemorating the 25th 
anniversary of the March 24, 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill were held in the month of March:  
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o March 4, Valdez Museum, Presented by Donna Schantz 
o March 6, Alaska SeaLife Center, Presented by Lisa Matlock 
o March 11, US Forest Service, Presented by Steve Rothchild 
o March 13, Pratt Museum, Presented by Lisa Matlock 
o March 18, Kodiak Library, Presented by Steve Rothchild 
o March 19, AWRTA Conference, Presented by Mark Swanson and booth outreach 

by Lisa Matlock   
o March 21, PWS Community College, Presented by Mark Swanson 
o March 24, Loussac Library, Presented by Mark Swanson Library and an exhibit 

by Alicia Zorzetto. 
  

• Project Jukebox - Project Jukebox was also featured during the EVOS events and should 
be fully completed by the September Board meeting. 

 
• Youth Internship: The council’s second internship was completed and supervised by 

OSPR staff member Roy Robertson.  Zachary Verfaillie submitted a final analysis of fishing 
vessel types and numbers versus response tactics, and it would be presented later at this 
meeting by OSPR staff member, Jeremy Robida. SAC’s first intern, Sarah Hoepfner, will 
continue to monitor for green crab and invasive tunicates through fall of 2014.  
 

• Youth Involvement: Faulkner reported on the following youth involvement Projects: 
 

o Completed “Scientists to Rural Schools (Kodiak Island Borough School District).   
o Completed but awaiting final reports: 

• “Oil Spill Curriculum Update” (Katie Gavenus – Homer); 
• “Oil Spill Science Discovery Lab” (Kachemak Bay Research Reserve); 
• “Understanding Oil Spill Response through Hands-on Technology” (Prince 

William Sound Science Center).   
o Projects in Progress are:   

• Prince William Sound Youth Expedition: Marine Stewardship: (Alaska 
Geographic)  

• Copper Reviver Stewardship Program – Crucial Crossings: Reflections on 
Salmon and Oil Sharing the Watershed” (Prince William Sound Science 
Center) 

• “Crooked Creek Chum Salmon Incubation Project” (Hermon Hutchens 
Elementary – Valdez) 

• “Prince William Sound Habitat Restoration Youth Expedition” (Chugach 
School District) 

• “Prince William Sound Teacher Expedition” (Alaska Geographic) 
• “Monitoring Oceans for a Better Tomorrow” (Center for Alaskan Studies – 

Homer) 
• “Salmon Camp for Kodiak Island Communities” (Friends of Alaska National 

Wildlife Refuges) 
• “Elementary Marine Science Summer Camp” (SPACE program – Valdez) 
 

• Outreach:  Outreach Project Manager Lisa Matlock, along with IEC members and staff, 
had been busy with numerous outreach events: 

• Alaska Forum on the Environment (with Patience Andersen Faulkner and 
Jim Herbert) February 3-6; 

• Tsunami Bowl, February 28-March 2; 
• March’s month-long 25th anniversary of the EVOS; 
• Kodiak’s ComFish, April 17-19; 
• CIRCAC meeting, April 25; 
• International Oil Spill Conference (with Linda Robinson) May 5-9; 
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• Tatitlek Cultural Heritage Trip, May 9, and Public Reception late May; 
• Chenega Memorial, June 6; 
• Seldovia Public Reception, June 25; 
• Copper River Wild in Cordova, July 18-19; 
• Brown BELL Program in Valdez, August 1; 
• Museums Alaska (EVOS 25th – Seward) October 1-4. 

 
• The Observer:  The most recent Observer was available and features the following 

articles: 
• Oil spill response training,focusing on nearshore and sensitive areas 

protection; 
• Personal Stories of the EVOS to be preserved at the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks oral history archives; 
• The Council’s meeting with elected officials in Washington, DC, and 

Juneau; 
• The USCG’s receipt of 78 letters of support for the Council; 
• Volunteer spotlight: Gordon Scott; 
• Intern who helped Council develop suggestions to improve the fishing 

vessel program; 
• Article by Mark Swanson: “What have we learned in the last 25 years?” 
• Alyeska article: Safety stewardship from shore to sea; 
• Homer students’ presentation on EVOS; 
• Students’ design of remotely operated oil spill response vehicles at one 

Seward ocean science competition; 
• Council’s review of remote operations at the Valdez Marine Terminal; 
• Community Corner: Taking the long view – why do we involve youth in our 

programs; 
• 25 years of progress of oil spill prevention and response. 

 
OPENING COMMENTS AND ACTIVITY REPORTS -- PWSRCAC SUBCOMMITTEES 
 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING (LAC) 
LAC Program Coordinator Steve Rothchild updated the Board on LAC’s work since the last 
meeting.  Rothchild stated that the committee met approximately every two weeks during the 
state legislative session, and the meetings included both federal and state monitors, Roy Jones in 
Washington, DC, and Doug Mertz in Juneau. 
 
In Juneau, the committee monitored holdover bills HB 77 and HB 89.  HB 77 would have 
restricted public access to permitting processes in the state.  It was eventually defeated.  HB 89 
dealt with non-native species, both aquatic and fauna, and would have created a new position 
within ADNR to launch a rapid response to non-native nuisance species.  The bill was eventually 
pulled.   
 
Rothchild reported that the committee also monitored a new bill, SB 325 which was a funding bill 
for the Spill Prevention and Response Fund (SPAR) to increase the fund for inflation.  PWSRAC 
supported it but the bill was filed late in the session and did not progress.  PWSRCAC will 
continue to monitor it in the next session. 
 
As mentioned by others earlier, the committee visited both Juneau and Washington, DC, and used 
the 25th anniversary of the EVOS to its advantage to get PWSRCAC’s messages out and access to 
legislators and the Washington delegation.   
 
PWSRCAC also supported a few minor bills, including the Kachemak Bay Research Reserve 
funding.  
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Treasurer Jim Herbert thanked the other members of the Finance Committee and commended the 
work of the committee, including that of Gregory Dixon, Finance Manager.   
 
He said that the committee would be reviewing the interim financial statements for first quarter 
ending 3/31/14 shortly, but the committee’s main focus since the last Board meeting had been 
on the FY2015 budget which was presented in the budget work session the previous day.  He said 
the committee had reviewed the budget document in depth.  
 
BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
Patience Andersen Faulkner reported that the committee continued to review the policies but 
there was nothing to present at this time. 
 
The other focus of the committee was to create a policy for decorum for all PWSRCAC volunteers 
and staff so that PWSRCAC business is done in a manner that is respectful and productive.  She 
said the project is still being developed and hoped to have something for the Board to review at 
the September Board meeting. 
Recess: 10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Barry Roberts gave the report on the VMT and SERVS safety and spill statistics, projects, 
operations, fishing vessel availability, preparedness drill and exercises, and other activities 
through the first quarter of 2014: 
 
Safety: (As of 3/31/14)  0 days away and 0 recordables for Alyeska personnel.  
Environment: (As of 3/31/14) 2 spills totaling 8.0039 gals. (none were crude spills). 
 
Projects: (As of 3/31/14)  

 
VMT Operations (OM&S & Marine): 

•  Crude tanks 1, 5, and 10 to be API-653 inspected. 
•  The new Berth 4 loading arms have arrived in Valdez. Sometime in July they will be 

installed on Berth 4 and the existing arms will be refurbished and installed on 
Berth 5 in 2015. 

•  IWWS.  Cell 3 (when tank 5 is taken OOS).   
 
VMT Utilities BWT: 

•  Tank 81 to be cleaned and taken out of service. It is needed at the present to 
conduct operations.   

•  East BTT to be cleaned and coated, routine maintenance and put back in service 
later in the fall of 2014. 
 

SERVS Operations: 
•  Barge 450-2 service took longer than expected.  It has now arrived in Valdez and is 

going through functional check-out.   
•  Barges Mineral Creek and 450-8 living quarters installed.  
•  Barge 450-1 quarters are being built; install scheduled for summer 2014. 
•  Four tugs and two barges are going to drydock. 
•  All mini barges (48) have offloading pumps installed. 
•  Micro barges – 12 left to do. 

  
Operations: 
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	   As of 3/31/14: 
•  Tankers Loaded: 60 
•  Tankers Escorted: 62 (2 Inbound laden)  
•  Barrels Loaded: 45.3 M 

 
Since start up:  

• Tankers Loaded: 21,244 
• Tankers Escorted: 12,490 
• Barrels Loaded: 16.269 B 

 
SERVS Operations (as of 3/31/14): 

• 6 Non-Emergency Tanker assists. (Maintaining 6 knots in the Narrows). 
• 4 Tether Exercises. 
• 0 Towing Exercises. 
• 105 Training Events. 

 
Fishing Vessel Availability by Port: 

 
Port   Tier 1  Tier 2 
Valdez  16    17 
Cordova  38  107 
Whittier    6    18 
Seward     26 
Homer      55 
Kodiak        47 
Totals   60  270 
 

Preparedness for Response:   
 

Drills & Exercises: 
 

• February 2014, Prince William Sound Near Shore exercise conducted. 
• Duck Flats buoys relocated; boom deployed April 16. 
• Deployed drainage 58 and fire water boom on April 18. 
• Spring fishing vessel training ending in Valdez on May 8. 
• Response centers and hatcheries (mid May – mid June). 
• SeaRiver Shipper Exercise (September 16-18). 
• Cordova Fall Fishing Vessel Training (September 17-27).  

 
Thane Miller asked for a brief explanation of the upgrades done to the 450-6 barge.  Roberts 
explained that two crucial skimmers were installed, and SERVS was working to train staff on 
them.  Miller asked if there was a schedule to upgrade the other barges.  Roberts explained that 
further upgrades would depend on funding.  Miller also asked about inspectability of piping with 
regard to the PISMA metering between Tanks 1 and 3.  Alyeska’s VMT Manager Scott Hicks 
explained that Alyeska has a series of meetings scheduled and that it would be a three to four 
year effort to complete these projects.   
 
With regards to an out-of-compliance issue with the c-plan that took place previously, Miller 
asked if Alyeska/SERVS and ADEC had had an opportunity to meet to discuss a way forward on a 
mechanism to deal with mitigating measures in the future.  Hicks stated that SERVS Director 
Andres Morales is more familiar with those issues.  Hicks said he would look into Miller’s 
questions. 
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Miller asked if the 58 drainage test had ever been conducted.  Hicks said it may be done as part 
of a Scenario 5 training exercise towards the end of October. 
 
In response to confirmation by Roberts that the 450-6 drydock work was performed in  Seward, 
Steve Lewis stated that he was skeptical that the barge work would be done timely, based on the 
delays that had taken place with the repair work on the ferry Tustumena.  Roberts explained that 
future scheduled work on Alyeska tugs and barges was scheduled to take place in Seattle.  As an 
aside, Roberts noted that the shipyard in Seward had recently changed ownership to a group 
named Vigor.  
 
In response to a question from B. Johnson about how the February drill went with the 
complications such as cold and darkness, Roberts stated that there was a safety stand-down 
associated with the drill because a vessel out of Valdez sank on its way to Cordova. A Valdez 
fishing vessel rescued those on board. Otherwise, the drill went well.  Roberts stated that the 
USCG is currently investigating that sinking.  
 
Herbert thanked Roberts and Alyeska for the tour the previous day.  
 
Miller asked if SERVS had updated its safety procedures, in light of the sinking of a non-fishing 
vessel during a drill, and how this sinking may affect fishing vessel owners in the future.  Hicks 
stated that, as noted, this vessel was not part of the program.  Vessels in the program have safe 
practice standards, such as traveling together to the site.  
 
Swanson noted that because of the sinking and the restrictions that resulted from it, some of the 
objectives of the drill were not executed and those remain to be looked at and discussed among 
the planholders and the regulators on how they want to go forward. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS - EX OFFICIOS 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR)   
Allison Iverson gave the update for ADNR.  She said the pipeline division was always busy with 
Alyeska activities and TAPS, but the number of projects had grown exponentially over the last 
few years relating to state pipelines, including the new pending gas line projects.  She announced 
that ADNR was now an ex-officio member of CIRCAC.  She also announced that the department 
had a new director -- David DeGruyter formerly of BP, who has TAPS and construction experience 
with TransCanada.   
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM)   
Joe Hughes said that it would be a busy season for BLM in Valdez with the three tank inspections, 
the Berth 5 operations and annual maintenance, the IWWS work in mid summer, and the cleaning 
and processing of the crude storage tanks.  He said his office was spending a lot of time looking 
at Alyeska’s inspection program.  Last year’s inspection reports were excellent and coincided with 
BLM’s own reports and observations.  
 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG)   
CDR Ben Hawkins spoke of his change of command on June 27 at the Valdez Civic Center to CDR 
Joseph Lalley, who is currently in the Netherlands. Other personnel changes will include a new 
Vessel Traffic Service Director from LT Allie Ferko to LT Benjamin Bauman.    
 
CDR Hawkins said he was trying to wrap up a few projects before his departure, one of which is 
the SubArea C-plan.  He said the unit was also working on the multi-year training and exercise 
plan for the Valdez Marine Safety Unit, as well as fishing vessel safety training.  
 
CDR Hawkins confirmed that the vessel sinking during the February drill was still under 
investigation. He echoed Swanson’s comments on the implications of that sinking to the outcome 
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of the exercise.  He said the challenge is to work with the stakeholders and regulators in the 
planning and how to address safety – everyone wants to push an exercise in new areas, but to do 
it safely.   
 
Miller stated that as a commercial fisherman he was concerned with invasive species and 
questioned whether USCG would be working with the EPA to conduct inspections of TAPS tankers 
(which were exempted from inspections under the Coast Guard Reauthorization Act but not 
under EPA regulations). CDR Hawkins said he did not know the immediate answer but would find 
out and report back.  
 
Robert Beedle stated that it would help the Cordova fishermen if the USCG could do the 
commercial fishing vessel safety certification in May rather than April. CDR Hawkins said that 
there will be someone in Cordova for an entire week in May.  He said that it is a question of 
resources in the area, but the Valdez Marine Safety Unit is emphasizing the need for more 
presence in Cordova to USCG headquarters because of the size of the Cordova fishing vessel 
fleet. 
 
Swanson thanked CDR Hawkins for his participation and involvement with the Council and 
wished him well in the future with his new posting.  He said he would like to see the PWSRCAC’s 
Marine Fightfighting Symposium  included in the USCG multi-year training and exercise plan for 
2015. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC)   
Ron Doyel reported that his division had been working on the update to the oil spill regulations. 
Review of Article IV was ongoing and PWSRCAC staff will be updated.  Later this summer there 
would be updates to the IWWS by Alyeska, and ADEC would be working closely with Alyeska to 
ensure that the repairs are done that protect the environment and comply with environmental 
regulations. 
 
Doyel said that ADEC’s IWWS section is attempting to rewrite a general waste water discharge 
permit for Cook Inlet. A workshop is scheduled for May 27 at the EPA building in Anchorage and 
another in Homer on May 29. He said that the IWWS Section would welcome input from PWSRCAC 
on this issue. 
    
In answer to a question about the status of the VMT c-plan review, Elizabeth Stergio stated that 
the VMT C-plan would expire May 9, and ADEC was working with Alyeska to develop an 
extension.  
 
Miller had questions about mitigating measures when there is a c-plan out-of-compliance issue 
and how they fit in regulation.  Doyel said that mitigation measures allow things to adapt and 
move without the department having to be too prescriptive in regulations, but he did not have 
specific answers to Miller’s question. 
 
NATIONAL OCEANIC & ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION (NOAA)   
(No report.)  
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI) 
 (No report.) 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF FISH AND GAME (ADFG) 
(No report.) 
 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
(No report.) 
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ALASKA DEPT. OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
(No report.) 
 
OPENING COMMENTS: SHIPPERS & OWNER COMPANIES 
 
BP SHIPPING 
Bill Jeffries reported briefly on Hillcorp’s buyout of four BP assets on the North Slope: Liberty, 
Milne Point, North Star and Endicott wells.  He said the overall hope and anticipation is that there 
would be a slight increase in production from those wells under Hillcorp.   With that, BP is 
concentrating on Prudhoe Bay.   
 
ALASKA TANKER COMPANY 
Mike Meadors introduced Bill Cole, the team lead for the labor relations group.  
He reported that ATC continued to have a good safety and environmental reports.  He reported 
that the Alaska Explorer would be going to the shipyard for maintenance for about three months 
this summer.   
 
Bill Cole spoke of the new rules that affect the crew’s work and rest hours that came into effect in 
March under the Manila Convention and the potential impact those restrictions may have to 
operations and manning of ships. 
   
Anil Mathur spoke about mitigation measures and how ATC handled the c-plan compliance issues 
of the Bulwark tug incident on January 9, 2014. After the Bulwark failed, he said that ATC did not 
see it as a situation where the system had been sufficiently comprised because there were 
sufficient tugs in the system for each barge to be escorted, but ATC did not know how ADEC 
would interpret the situation. Thus,  ATC asked for a legal interpretation from ADEC. When ADEC 
said that mitigation measures should probably be put in place, then ATC did exactly that.  He said 
that ATC has every respect for ADEC and would not challenge ADEC’s authority to regulate; it 
was simply a matter of legal interpretation.  
 
SEARIVER MARITIME 
Angelina Fuschetto reported that SeaRiver had been busy preparing for the Tatitlek Cultural 
Heritage trip the following week.   
 
On other updates, Fuschetto reported that SeaRiver had had the third of its drill design meetings 
the previous day in conjunction with USCG, ADEC, PWSRCAC and Alyeska/SERVS.  The drill will 
be held Sept 16-18.    
 
Fuschetto reported that the Liberty Bay, SeaRiver’s first new build ship, had its naming ceremony 
the previous week, and its last round of sea trials and fine tuning was being conducted. She was 
expected to arrive on the West Coast sometime in September-October.  When the Liberty Bay 
arrives, the Kodiak will be laid up in mid-summer on the West Coast as a reserve ship until the 
Liberty Bay is proven.  The Eagle Bay, the second new build, should be delivered at the end of 
December 2014, and SeaRiver was looking forward to bringing that ship into the TAPS trade. 
 
Lunch Recess 12:22 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
President Bauer and Executive Director Swanson recognized the following volunteers for their 10 
and 20 year service to the Council: Walt Parker for 10 years on the Board of Directors, Gordon 
Scott for 20 years on the OSPR Committee, Bill Conley for 20 years on the POVTS Committee, Bob 
Benda for 20 years on the TOEM Committee, George Skladal for 20 years on the TOEM Committee, 
Blake Johnson for 20 years on the Board of Directors, and John Kennish for 10 years on the SA 
Committee.   
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PRESIDENTS REPORT TO THE BOARD 
Board President Amanda Bauer gave a brief report to the Board. In the spirit of the 25th 
anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill, she asked the industry representatives in the room to 
convey to their employees her appreciation for their commitment to the safe transportation of oil 
through Prince William Sound.  
 
She talked about the transition that PWSRCAC is going through at the present time in directors, 
committee members, and staff, and the loss of the collective passion and knowledge that those 
who experienced the EVOS and those who had served the Council for many years, carry away with 
them as they leave the organization.  She said that their passion would be missed, and she was 
concerned about the loss of that knowledge and passion on the Council.  She asked those that 
remain to pass on as much knowledge as they could and bring the new volunteers along, so that 
the Council may carry on its work with the same passion. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT TO THE BOARD (2-1)  
Swanson thanked Alyeska for the tour the previous day echoing earlier remarks that it was one of 
the best tours Alyeska had given to PWSRCAC.  He also thanked Alaska Tanker Company for co-
hosting the community reception the night before. 
 
A written Executive Director’s Report was included in the meeting notebook as Item 2-1.  Swanson 
reviewed his written report with the Board.  
 
Swanson spoke of the contribution of retiring staff member Tom Kuckertz and presented 
Kuckertz with a plaque of appreciation for his outstanding service to the organization. 
 
Lewis thanked both Bauer and Swanson for their comments about the transition that the 
PWSRCAC organization was going through.  He said he had heard some questions in the past 
couple of years about whether the Board had engaged adequately and been vocal enough, and 
also whether those Board members and staff who are visible had been representing the will of the 
group or their own.  Lewis said it was his opinion that they did represent the will of the group 
and they have represented what he feels PWSRCAC should be doing.   
 
FY2015 BUDGET APPROVAL 
Finance Manager Gregory Dixon presented the FY2015 Budget for approval.  The Board had met 
the previous day in a work group session to review the budget in detail and the consensus of the 
workgroup was to recommend its approval in the amount of $3,905,253.  
 
Lewis moved to approve the FY2015 budget as presented. Hart seconded. 
 
Herbert pointed out that by accepting this budget the Board would be endorsing moving the 2015 
Marine Firefighting symposium to the spring 2015.  
 
Lewis amended the motion to approve the FY2015 budget in the total amount of $3,905,253 as 
recommended by the Finance Committee. Hart seconded the amendment. Hearing no objection 
the FY2015 budget was approved in the amount of $3,905,253. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4) 
Herbert pulled item 3-4 Executive Director Salary Adjustment from the consent agenda.  It was 
placed under Item H-Consideration of Consent Agenda Items - for discussion on the following 
day’s agenda.  
 
The following items remained on the consent agenda: 
 

3-1  APPROVAL OF FY2015 CONTINGNECY PLAN CONTRACTOR POOL 
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Authorized individual contracts with Brendan Environmental; Gay Dunham; E-Tech 
Environmental, Inc.; Harvey Consulting, LLC.; Nuka Research and Planning Group, 
LLC.; Pegasus Environmental Solutions – Alaska - for professional services with the 
aggregate total not to exceed the amount approved for 651 Contingency Plan 
Review in the final FY2015 budget, and delegate authority to the Executive Director 
to enter into individual contracts with selected consultants.  

 
3-2 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PWSRCAC CHECK SIGNERS 

Adoption of the resolution provided by First National Bank Alaska to update 
PWSRCAC’s two accounts.  

 
3-3  PWSRCAC/ALYESKA FUNDING CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION  

Delegated authority to the Executive Director and/or Board president to authorize 
and sign a three year contract addendum that provides funding of approximately 
$3,540,879 in FY2015 and funding for FY2016 and FY2017 that is increased from 
the prior year by the annual percentage change in the Anchorage Consumer Price 
Index (CPI).   

 
Beedle moved to approve the consent agenda, as amended.  Hart seconded and the consent 
agenda was approved, as amended.  
 
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
President Bauer opened the floor to nominations for officers and members-at-large to the 
Executive Comittee.  
 
President: Hart nominated Amanda Bauer.  
 
Vice President: Hart nominated Thane Miller. 
 
Secretary: Lewis nominated Cathy Hart. 
 
Treasurer: Hart nominated Jim Herbert. 
 
Members-at-Large: Herbert nominated Steve Lewis. 

B. Johnson nominated Robert Beedle. Beedle declined.  
 Hart nominated Andrea Korbe. 
 Hart nominated Pat Duffy.  
 
There being no further nominations and hearing no objection, nominations were closed.  
President Bauer announced that, pursuant to Board practice, ballots would be distributed and 
elections held the following day. 
 
PROMOTING THE USE OF WORLD-CLASS ESCORT TUGBOAT STANDARDS (4-2) 
Project Manager Alan Sorum introduced for approval a resolution sponsored by the POVTS 
Committee promoting the use of world-class escort tugboat standards using best available 
technology in tugboats escorting laden tankers.  Sorum explained that adoption of world-class 
escort tugboat standards represented the best method PWSRCAC had to prevent oil spills.  It 
would be a huge tool in prevention efforts.  A briefing sheet 4-2 and additional information in the 
form of a “draft” paper entitled Promoting the Use of World Class Escort Tugboat Standards were 
attached as Attachment 4-2A, and a proposed Resolution 14-01 (draft) was attached as 
Attachment 4-2B. 
 
Bauer questioned why Susan Harvey’s report was never approved.  Swiss explained that it was 
prepared for a legislative hearing approximately four years prior and staff was working with 
Harvey to bring it current.   
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Cathy Hart questioned the language of the action requested of the Board in the briefing sheet and 
the resolution “…Requiring the use of Best Available Technology …” etc. and suggested 
“promoting” would be a better term. 
 
Hart moved to approve Resolution 14-01 “promoting the use of best available technology in 
tugboats escorting laden oil tankers.” Faulkner seconded.   
 
Moore concurred with the change in wording.  Moore said that Attachment 4-2A should have 
Susan Harvey’s name on it if she authored it. 
 
Swanson pointed out that the 4-2A Attachment was not before the Board for approval at this 
time, only Resolution 14-01 (4-2B Attachment).  The Harvey-authored paper was still a draft 
paper, but when it was updated it would eventually come to the Board for approval. 
 
Lewis pointed out that PWSRCAC resolutions were primarily expressions of the Council’s will 
going outward.  He would prefer that the Board postpone the vote to another time and give staff 
and POVTS time to work on it further. 
 
Sorum said that POVTS was focused on the resolution, not on Harvey’s paper which was an 
entirely different issue. 
 
Herbert agreed with Lewis and said he could not support the resolution at this time. 
 
Burch said he would like to see more work done on the issue and would like staff to look at how 
it would affect tugboats under the Jones Act in coastal waters.  
 
Moore moved to postpone this item until the September 2014 meeting.  Parker seconded. The 
motion carried  (Miller opposed). 
 
Swanson pointed out that POVTS had come at this issue narrowly, applicable only to tugs and, 
while an interesting concept, it was a difficult one to implement.  He pointed out that there are 
many BAT technology-type regulations out there, but not a good history of them working as 
intended.   
 
Lewis apologized to POVTS and staff for “raining on their parade” on this resolution, but said his 
problem was with the resolution itself and asked staff to hone the resolution to ask for specific 
action to be taken by legislative groups.  
 
UPDATE ON VALDEZ MARINE TERMINAL CONTINGENCY PLAN REVIEW (4-3) 
Project Manager Linda Swiss updated the Board on the VMT c-plan review.  A briefing sheet with 
an updated timeline was included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-3. 
 
Swiss reported that the plan was extended a second time by ADEC to May 9, 2014, in order to give 
Alyeska adequate time to provide responses to official RFAIs, and ADEC was continuing to review 
those responses.  Swiss reported that ADEC had indicated a sufficiency review was currently 
being done on the responses to the RFAIs because changes to the plan were substantial.  
PWSRCAC was awaiting a decision from ADEC on when those responses would be available for 
review, if any additional responses would be requested, the timelines for the plan renewal, and 
whether the current plan will again be extended. 
 
Alyeska’s Scott Hicks added that the plan would likely be extended again until November, given 
all the clarifications that needed to be done.  Blake Johnson said that he hoped it was a good plan 
when it was finally approved, given that it was now a year and a half behind the original approval 
date. 
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Swanson pointed out that PWSRCAC is a named reviewer for the c-plan but said that PWSRCAC 
staff had not been copied with all updated versions of the changes and clarifications between 
Alyeska and ADEC because of the sheer volume and number of them.  Swanson said staff had not 
made an issue of this because it had received a strong verbal commitment from senior levels of 
ADEC that PWSRCAC would get a good 30-day public review process and adequate time to do a 
full review when all this iterative process is over.  He pointed out that PWSRCAC, however, did get 
a complete copy of all the RFAIs.  (This was an informational item only.) 
 
UPDATE ON PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND SUBAREA CONTINGENCY PLAN (4-4) 
Project Manager Linda Swiss updated the Board on the status of the Prince William Sound Subarea 
Contingency Plan (PWS SCP).  Participants in the PWS Subarea Committee include federal, state, 
and local agencies; tribes; industry; and local stakeholders.  A detailed briefing sheet was 
included in the meeting notebook as Item 4-4.  Currently, three subcommittees under this plan 
have worked for the past 18+ months to bring the PWS SCP up to date.  The subcommittees are:  
Planning Subcommittee; Response Resources and Protection Subcommittee; and Outreach.  
Currently, the proposed plan is under internal committee review.  Once the internal comments 
are assembled and addressed, the PWS SCP will be available for a 30-day public review, the likely 
timeframe being May 5-June 6.  The current version is on the ARRT website at 
http://alaskaarrt.org.  (This was an informational item only.) 
 
Recess 2:55 p.m. - 3:10 p.m. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
President Bauer stated that, due to time constraints, Items R and S on the agenda would be taken 
in reverse order.  
 
FY2014 COMMUNITY OUTREACH UPDATE (4-5) 
Outreach Coordinator Lisa Matlock updated the Board on community outreach activities that had 
taken place to date in 2014, including outreach efforts and presentations made commemorating 
the 25th anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill. A briefing sheet was included in the meeting 
notebook as Item 4-5 including an attachment on the 25th EVOS anniversary commemorative 
activities.  (This was an informational item only.) 
 
USCG PRESENTATION ON ICE AND ADVERSE WEATHER 
LT Allie Ferko, USCG Vessel Traffic Service Director for Prince William Sound and the Public 
Information Officer for MSO Valdez, spoke to the Council on ice and adverse weather in Prince 
William Sound, particularly ice, sea state and winds. She stated that ice reports are requested 
from any Vessel Movement Reporting System (VMRS) users (as defined under 33 CFR 161.16) 
transiting areas where ice concentrations may exist, but those ice reports are accepted at the 
discretion of the Vessel Traffic Service (VTS). LT Ferko then went on to explain ice routing 
measures and weather closures that apply to TAPS traffic in Prince William Sound.  Following the 
overview, LT Ferko answered specific questions from individual Board members. During the 
interaction with the Board, LT Ferko confirmed that the radar was working at Reef Island but 
PWSRCAC’s ice processor that feeds into SERVS was not.  The USCG processor that feeds into the 
VTS, however, is working.   (This was an informational item only. 
 
ANALYIS OF FISHING VESSEL TYPES AND NUMBERS (4-6) 
Project Manager Jeremy Robida gave an informational presentation on the work of Zachary 
Verfaillie, a Massachusetts Maritime cadet, who spent several months analyzing the ideal 
capabilities of fishing vessels needed to carry out the Prince William Sound Tanker C-plan.  The 
project analyzed the types and numbers of fishing vessels required to properly implement the 
tactics described in the SERVS Technical Manual and worst-case discharge scenario of the tanker 
c-plan.  The types and number of fishing vessels required were then compared to past SERVS 
Fishing Vessel Availability Reports to determine if adequate numbers of appropriate types of 



1-1 

Page 19 of 22  210.002.140501.MayMinutes 

vessels were on contract and available.  The final report was shared and discussed with the OSPR 
Committee but was not formally approved as a typical contractor-prepared report would have 
been.  The paper, which represents staff analysis and research, is considered a “living” document 
that will be updated periodically by staff and used as an in-house reference guide, and it will be 
used in future analysis of vessel availability reports. Therefore, Board approval of the report was 
not being sought.  
 
Robida pointed out that the report (Analysis of Contracted Fishing Vessel Types and Numbers vs. 
Response Tactics) in the meeting notebook as Attachment 4-6 was last updated April 9, 2014, and 
was a revised version of the one that was originally reviewed by OSPR. The version provided to 
the Board was corrected to address some typographical errors and other clerical revisions. 
 
For the Good of the Order  
Herbert requested that item 3-4, which was pulled from the consent agenda, be discussed during 
the executive session.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Moore moved to go into Executive Session to discuss technical committee appointments (Item 4-
7) and the Executive Director’s salary adjustment (Item 3-4). Beedle seconded, the motion carried 
without objection. 
 
The executive session began at approximately 4:15pm. Staff members Mark Swanson, Donna 
Schantz, Steve Rothchild and Lisa Matlock; legal counsel Joe Levesque; and committee chairs were 
invited to join the committee in Executive Session.  
 
Recess 
The open session recessed at 4:15pm.  
 
Friday, May 2, 2014 
 
CALL TO BACK TO ORDER 
President Bauer called the meeting back to order at 9:30 a.m. on May 2, 2014.  A roll call was 
taken.  The following 15 directors were present at the time of the roll call: Angaiak, Bauer, Beedle, 
Burch (via teleconference), Duffy, Faulkner, Herbert, Hart, B. Johnson, J. Johnson, Korbe, Lewis, 
Miller, Moore and R. Totemoff.  Parker joined the meeting shortly thereafter bringing the total 
numbers of directors present to 16. 
 
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Bauer reported that during the Executive Session, the Board discussed Item 4-7 technical 
committee member appointments and Item 3-4 Executive Director’s salary adjustment and was 
ready to take action on these items: 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBER APPOINTMENTS (4-7) 
A list of applicants for committee seats was included in Item 4-7 briefing sheet in the 
meeting notebook. 
 
Herbert moved to appoint the following volunteers to two-year terms on the committees 
listed below.  Hart seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 

 
Scientific Advisory Committee  (SAC) 
Sarah Allan Renewal 
Debasmita Misra Renewal 
(The committee will consist of eight members including renewals.) 
(Directors on SAC:  Dorothy Moore, Walt Parker.) 
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Terminal Operations and Environmental Monitoring Committee  (TOEM) 
George Skladal Renewal 
(The committee will consist of four members including renewals.) 
(Directors on TOEM: Steve Lewis, Amanda Bauer.) 
 
Oil Spill Prevention and Response Committee  (OSPR) 
Jerry Brookman Renewal 
David Goldstein Renewal 
(The committee will consist of eight members including renewals.) 
(Directors on OSPR:  Robert Beedle, Jim Herbert, Walt Parker.) 
 
Port Operations and Vessel Traffic Systems  (POVTS) 
Pete Heddell Renewal 
Bob Jaynes Renewal 
Orson Smith Renewal 
(The committee will consist of eight members including renewals.) 
(Directors on POVTS:  Pat Duffy, Jane Eisemann, Amanda Bauer.) 
 
Information and Education Committee 
Linda Robinson Renewal 
Kate Morse Renewal 
Savannah Lewis Renewal 
Ruthie Knight Renewal 
(The committee will consist of eight members including renewals.) 
(Directors on IEC: Patience Andersen Faulkner, Jane Eisemann, Cathy Hart, Diane Selanoff.) 
 

(Action on Item 3-4 was taken up later under Consideration of Consent Agenda Items.) 
This ended the report on the executive session. 
 
ANNUAL BOARD REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION COMPLETION (4-8) 
Gregory Dixon gave a short overview of PWSRCAC board-required documentation, and board 
members were asked to take a few minutes to review and complete the forms (in the meeting 
notebook under Item 4-8) and give them to Executive Assistant, Jennifer Fleming, before the 
Board meeting adjourned.  As explained by Dixon, each board member was asked to acknowledge 
PWSRCAC’s Code of Conduct, complete a Statement of Residency, and complete the Conflict of 
Interest and Transactions with Interested Parties form.  Completion of these documents by each 
director annually is stated in PWSRCAC’s policies or bylaws. 
 
Lewis addressed the Board on his position.  He stated that he is a consulting petroleum engineer 
still active in the industry and for the last several years had worked for the organization Pioneer 
Natural Resources.  As such, his sole contact with Alyeska was as a drilling engineer who, several 
steps upstream, helped put oil into the TAPS line.  Pioneer Natural Resources was not an owner of 
the pipeline, so there was no issue there.  In February 2014, he said he transitioned back into the 
corporate management of the parent company, Solsen XP, and in that organization he is in the 
position of drilling manager and a project manager for many of its clients’ projects.  One of his 
corporation’s clients is ExxonMobil.  He stated that he was currently managing projects for them 
which were both domestic on the North Slope and international on the Canadian side.  Under the 
PWSRCAC bylaws, he said he is not in a conflict of interest situation.  He was not being paid by 
Alyeska in any way, but he does bill ExxonMobil for his services.  He said he is comfortable with 
the situation and that when he is in his seat on the PWSRCAC Board he is wearing the hat of the 
representative for the City of Seldovia.  He asked that if anyone is uncomfortable with this 
situation, to talk to him about it, or if they have a concern within the structure of the 
organization, he would appreciate it if they would bring it to the group in the form of a 
discussion, probably at the Executive Committee level.  He said he had discussed this with 
Executive Director Mark Swanson and legal counsel Joe Levesque, and they had not felt in the 



1-1 

Page 21 of 22  210.002.140501.MayMinutes 

past that there was any kind of issue, but given that he had transitioned to a point that he is 
actually servicing Exxon contracts, he thought it wise to bring it up at this time. 
 
Hart said that during her time on the Board over several years, she saw Lewis as an invaluable 
part of the Board.  Bauer echoed Hart’s comment and said she had never seen any conflict of 
interest on the part of Lewis in the past. 
 
Ian Angaiak disclosed that he has two family members who are employed by Alyeska but they 
were not influencing any of the decisions he would may here on the PWSRCAC Board.  
 
RESULTS OF ELECTION OF OFFICERS/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Election ballots for 2014-2015 officers and members-at large to the Executive Committee were 
distributed, marked, collected and tallied by staff.  
President Bauer announced the results of the election of officers and members-at-large to the 
Executive Committee as follows: 
 
 President:  Amanda Bauer. 
 Vice President:  Thane Miller. 
 Treasurer:  Jim Herbert.  
 Secretary:  Cathy Hart. 
 Members At Large: Pat Duffy, Andrea Korbe, Steve Lewis.   
 
Gregory Dixon announced that signature cards for the new officers to sign for First National Bank 
accounts would be available by the afternoon. 
 
PWSRCAC Board Meeting Schedule (4-9) 
Amanda Bauer introduced Item 4-9, a discussion of the PWSRCAC Board meeting schedule.  A 
briefing sheet was included in the meeting notebook, along with a copy of the resolution that 
addressed the Board meeting schedule, passed in 2005, that set the present schedule.  This 
agenda item was a continuation of Bauer’s request at the January meeting for the Board to 
consider amending its meeting schedule when it became apparent that the Board’s September 
meeting may be in conflict with the shippers’ area drill in the future now that the shippers had 
moved their annual drill from October to September.  That shift in the timing of the shippers’ 
area drill to a date in September would likely continue indefinitely. The purpose of this agenda 
item was to direct the Executive Committee to discuss and provide a recommendation on 
multiple options for the Board to consider to amend the current meeting schedule, as well as to 
take into consideration the timing of the annual Volunteer Workshop. 
 
Following a general discussion, Miller moved to direct the PWSRCAC Executive Committee to 
evaluate, discuss and provide recommendation on a number of options to amend the board 
meeting schedule, with the recommendation to be brought to the Board for consideration at the 
September 2014 meeting. Hart seconded. The motion passed without objection. 
 
ANNUAL BOARD COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 

• ANNUAL SEATING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
The following volunteered to serve and were appointed as the Finance Committee: 
Herbert (chair), Totemoff, Bauer, Duffy and Angaiak.  
 

• STRATEGIC PLANNING COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
The following volunteered to serve and were appointed as the Long Range Planning 
Committee: Hart (chair), Miller, J. Johnson and Parker, and all the technical committee 
chairs.  
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• BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
The following volunteered to serve and were appointed as the provisional Board 
Governance Committee, the Chair to be determined by the committee: Selanoff, Faulkner, 
Beedle and Eisemann. (Final committee appointments to be finalized after those not present 
at the meeting have an opportunity to confirm their interest).  
 

• LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
The following volunteered to serve and were appointed as the Legislative Affairs 
Committee, the Chair to be determined by the committee: Hart, Lewis, Miller, Burch, 
Moore, Parker, Duffy and Korbe.  

 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
Item 3-4 was previously pulled from the consent agenda by Herbert, and discussed in executive 
session. 

 
3-4  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SALARY ADJUSTMENT 

Herbert moved to approve a 4% increase in the Executive Director’s base salary.  
Hart seconded.  
 
Herbert stated that the Board reviewed how the Finance Committee came to this 
recommendation in executive session the previous day.  
 
The motion passed without objection.  
 
Herbert noted for the record that based on the evaluation of the Executive 
Director, discussions with him, and discussions in the Finance Committee, the 
Board has a very positive opinion of the Executive Director, is pleased with his 
performance as reflected in the salary increase, and look forward to working with 
him in the future. 
 

CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m. 
 
 
 
     
Secretary 
 


