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Resolution 14-01 
Recognizing the Crew of the Tugboat Alert  

 
WHEREAS, the Shell Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Kulluk experienced trouble while 
being towed across the Gulf of Alaska in December of 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Crowley Maritime tugboat Alert was called to respond from Prince 
William Sound to assist in the recovery of the Kulluk drifting south of Kodiak Island 
and arrived at the scene of the incident on December 30, 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, the crew of the tugboat Alert successfully secured a towline to the Kulluk at 
01:10 on December 31, 2012, pulling the distressed vessel away from the shore near 
Sitkinak Point; and 
 
WHEREAS, seas in the vicinity of the Kulluk reached 30 feet in height and winds were 
blowing at over 50 knots; and  
 
WHEREAS, the crew of the tugboat Alert worked diligently for more than nineteen 
hours to hold the Kulluk against these high winds and seas; and  
 
WHEREAS, despite running its engines continuously at full power for many hours, the 
Tugboat Alert could not save the Kulluk; and  
 
WHEREAS, the crew of the tugboat Alert  was determined to stay with its tow, while 
being pulled astern by the weight and shape of the Kulluk in the severe weather; and 
 
WHEREAS, recognizing the crew of the tugboat Alert remained on station until it was 
ordered by Unified Command to release the Kulluk based on concerns for the safety of 
personnel aboard the tugboat; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council further recognizes the heroism displayed by the master and crew of 
the tugboat Alert, operating in perilous conditions to render aid to a vessel in distress 
and protecting the environment from the damage caused by an unplanned grounding. 
The Council recognizes that the actions of the master and crew of the Alert reflect the 
best traditions of the maritime community and their actions serve as a reminder of the 
best this community can offer in the service of others. 
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