
4-14 Attachment C 

OPA 90 and Alyeska Contractual Requirements 
 
PWSRCAC’s structure and responsibilities stem from the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA90) and our 
contract with Alyeska Pipeline Service Company (Alyeska).  These documents guide our organization 
and it is important to review the following requirements, and if possible the source documents, when 
developing proposed projects for Board consideration and approval.   
 

Link to full text of OPA90 Sec 5002: Terminal and Tanker Oversight and Monitoring, August 18, 1990  

Link to full text of contract between PWSRCAC and Alyeska, February, 1990 

 

OPA90 Contractual Requirements   

             (1)  Regional Balance, broadly representative of communities and interests in the region. 
(2)  Provide advice to regulators on the federal and state levels. 
(3)  Provide advice and recommendations on policies, permits, and site-specific regulations relating to the 
operation and maintenance of terminal facilities and crude oil tankers. 
(4)  Monitor the environment impacts of the operation of the terminal facilities and crude oil tankers and 
operations and maintenance that affect or may affect the environment in the vicinity of the terminal 
facilities. 
(5)  Review the adequacy of oil spill prevention and contingency plans for the terminal facilities and crude 
oil tankers operating in Prince William Sound and review the plans in light of new technological 
developments and changed circumstances. 
(6) Provide advice and recommendations on port operations, policies and practices. 
(7) Conduct scientific research and review scientific work undertaken by or on behalf of the terminal or oil 
tanker operators or government entities. 
(8) Devise and manage a comprehensive program of monitoring the environmental impacts of the 
operations of the terminal facility and crude oil tankers. 
(9) Monitor periodic drills and testing of oil spill contingency plans. 
(10) Study wind and water currents and other environmental factors in the vicinity of the terminal that 
may affect the ability to prevent, respond to, contain and clean up an oil spill. 
(11) Identify highly sensitive areas that may require specific protective measures. 
(12) Monitor developments in oil spill prevention, containment, response, and cleanup technology. 
(13) Periodically review port organizations, operations, incidents, and the adequacy and maintenance of 
vessel traffic service systems designed to ensure safe transit of crude oil tankers pertinent to terminal 
operations. 
(14) Periodically review the standards for tankers bound for, loading at, exiting from, or otherwise using 
the terminal facilities. 
(15) Foster partnerships among industry, government and local citizens. 

Alyeska Contractual Requirements   

(1) Provide local and regional input, review and monitoring of Alyeska’s oil spill response and prevention 
plans and capabilities, environmental protections capabilities, and the actual and potential environmental 
impacts of the terminal and tanker operations. 
(2) Increase public awareness of subjects listed above. 
(3) Provide input into monitoring and assessing the environmental, social and economic consequences of 
oil related accidents and actual or potential impacts in or near Prince William Sound. 
(4) Provide local and regional input into the design of appropriated mitigation measures for potential 
consequences likely to occur as a result of oil or environmental related accidents or impacts of terminal 
and tanker operations. 
(5) Provide recommendations and participate in the continuing development of the spill prevention and 
response plan, annual plan review, and periodic review of operations under the plan including training and 
exercises. 
(6) Other concerns: comment on and participate in selection of research and development projects. 
(7) Review other important issues related to marine oil spill prevention and response concerns that were 
not obvious with the contract was signed. 
(8) Review other concerns agreed upon by the Council regarding actual or potential impacts of terminal or 
tanker operations. 


