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PWSRCAC Executive Director’s Report  
(Activities since September 2014) 

 
Welcome to the January 2015 Board meeting.  
 
The following is a summary of Executive Director and staff activities since the last 
board meeting in September. 
 
New SeaRiver Maritime Ship in Fleet: (30 September) The Liberty Bay, the newest 
crude oil tanker built for SeaRiver Maritime, made its first visit to the Valdez Marine 
Terminal on September 30 at 1600. The Liberty Bay is the first of two tankers being 
built for the company by Aker Philadelphia Shipyard to enter service. The vessel is 823 
feet long and can carry 800,000 barrels of oil. Construction of the tanker was 
completed on November 9, 2013 and its sea trials began back in March of 2014. One 
unique feature of the Liberty Bay is that will be able to treat ballast water aboard to 
prevent the spread of invasive species	  	  
	  
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund: (3 October) Staff responded to a federal register posting 
that proposes to increase the limits of liability as defined in the OSLTF. Under the Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA-90), there is a provision for review to adjust the limits for 
inflation. However, since the inception of the fund, this has only happened once. The 
proposed legislation would increase limits adjusted back to 2008, and would include a 
new section to the CFR that would make inflation adjustments more routine. These 
actions are similar to part of those requested in PWSRCAC Resolution 13-02.  
 
Museums Alaska Conference: (1-4 October) Staff members Lisa Matlock and Alicia 
Zorzetto attended the Museums Alaska joint annual conference with the Alaska 
Historical Society in Seward, Zorzetto presented with Leslie McCartney, Curator of Oral 
History, University of Alaska Fairbanks on the Exxon Valdez Project Jukebox. Matlock 
exhibited the council’s booth throughout the conference, and presented school 
programs at Seward Elementary through the Youth Involvement project using the 
council’s revised K-12 Oil Spill Curriculum. The teacher whose class she joined, was a 
participant on the most recent Alaska Geographic teacher expedition and wrote an 
article about her experience in the September 2014 Observer.	   
 
SERVS Oiled Wildlife Training: (7-9 October) Staff member Roy Robertson traveled to 
Kodiak to attend the SERVS Oiled Wildlife Training. This is required training for any 
vessels or crewmember that would be helping with the wildlife related aspects of an oil 
spill response. The class covers techniques for keeping wildlife away from a spill such 
as noise making devices meant to scare animals from an area, to how oiled animals 
(both alive and dead) would be collected and documented. The course covers 
Alyeska/SERVS resources (the otter hospital, bird and otter capture kits, etc.) and also 
explains the roles of contractors like International Bird Rescue. This SERVS led course 
occurs yearly, but is held in different port locations for a limited number of the 
contracted response fleet. The certification is valid for 3 years.  
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2014 Geographic Response Strategies Site Deployments: (7 -11 October) Staff 
member Austin Love observed the deployment of five geographic response strategies 
(GRS’s) in eastern Prince William Sound. Love spent the week on board the Crowley tug 
Endurance while it served as a support ship for the three fishing vessels and one 
landing craft that carried out the operations. Those four contracted vessels were from 
the SERVS fishing vessel program and they performed a variety of booming tactics 
throughout the week. The tactics performed by the boat crews included exclusion 
booming that protected sensitive shoreline at the mouths of salmon streams, 
deflection booming to divert oil away from islands, and diversion booming that would 
funnel oil to areas where it could be more effectively recovered 	  

Staff visit to Coast Guard District 17 – (10 October) Staff members Swanson and 
Rothchild payed an official visit to RADM Daniel Abel and his Chief of Staff on October 
10 in Juneau. This was the first formal meeting with the new District Commander and 
an opportunity to share information on who we are and what we do. Staff will also 
discussed the new Alaska Regional Response Team charter and the Council’s concerns 
with the approval process.  
 
Society of Naval Architects & Marine Engineers (SNAME) annual technical meeting: 
(22-24 October) Mark Swanson traveled to Houston, Texas in October 2014 to attend 
the Society of Naval Architects & Marine Engineers (SNAME) annual technical meeting 
and ship production expo. The annual SNAME conference brings together international 
leaders in technical research in naval architecture and the marine industrial sciences. 
SNAME has long been the preeminent society for the practitioners of the shipbuilding 
arts and sciences.  
 
Staff Visit to SeaRiver Main Office: (23 October) PWSRCAC Executive Director Mark 
Swanson visited the SeaRiver Maritime offices in Houston Texas in October 2014, in 
conjunction with his attendance at the SNAME (naval architecture) technical conference 
also in Houston. SeaRiver president Jack Buono, and External Affairs Advisor, Ray 
Botto hosted the PWSRCAC visit. Several other key SeaRiver staff were on hand to 
discuss the newly constructed ships Liberty Bay, and Eagle Bay, their new air quality 
and ballast water environmental compliance equipment and procedures as well as their 
overall risk management and management of change processes associated with 
integrating the new ships and their new technology safely into the SeaRiver fleet and 
operations. Other highlights of this TAPS shipper main office visit included a 
discussion of SeaRiver’s global shipping fleet activities, charter fleet management and 
vetting, and global technical resources that are co-located and co-managed with the 
domestic TAPS tanker fleet. A future visit by a small PWSRCAC delegation to the lead 
SeaRiver tanker Liberty Bay during an upcoming visit to Valdez was discussed and 
proposed	  	  
	  
Whittier Youth Involvement Programs: (27 October) Outreach Coordinator, Lisa 
Matlock, and Homer-based environmental educator, Katie Gavenus, co-taught school 
programs for all grades at the Whittier school on October 27. Lessons from the 
recently revised K-12 Oil Spill Curriculum were used to help Whittier students learn 
more about oil spill science while also gaining information from teachers about the 
effectiveness of the curriculum.  
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Alaska Regional Response Team Meeting: (28 October) The Alaska Regional Response 
Team (ARRT) met in Valdez in October 2014. There was a fairly good showing of 
attendees including industry, regulators, several PWSRCAC staff members and board 
vice-president Thane Miller. As promised by Admiral Abel, there was a general 
discussion by the ARRT co-chairs on the recent revisions to the ARRT charter. Most of 
the discussion by the co-chairs focused on justifying the process and rationale behind 
the charter changes. Swanson and Miller both provided public comment raising 
concerns about weakening the ARRT process, especially in light of some big issues 
currently facing the ARRT such as the new dispersant use guidelines and changes to 
the regional stakeholders process.  
 
VMT Exercise: (28-30 October) PWSRCAC staff participated in Alyeska's Valdez Marine 
Terminal (VMT) annual tabletop exercise in October 2014. Field equipment 
deployments were included as part of the exercise this year, and were also observed by 
staff. The exercise focused on responding to the VMT's worst-case scenario that 
includes having 155,000 bbls of oil reach the Port of Valdez. A full incident 
management team was established in the SERVS Valdez Emergency Operations Center 
and representatives from Alyeska and state and federal agencies worked together to 
respond to the simulated oil spill. Field deployments included the use of oil tracking 
buoys to follow the spill, open water recovery systems, on-land recovery systems and 
sensitive area protection tactics. 	  

Internal Corrosion for Pipelines Class: (3-7 November) Staff member Austin Love 
attended a week-long National Association of Corrosion Engineers (NACE) course titled 
Internal Corrosion for Pipelines in Anchorage from November 3-7, 2014. Course lecture 
topics included: corrosion theory, types, and mechanisms, identification of corrosion 
mechanisms, internal corrosion mitigation, and integrity management. Overall, this 
was a very well organized and executed class providing Love with useful contacts in 
the corrosion industry and valuable knowledge regarding corrosion principals and 
management	  	  
	  
SERVS Near-shore Response Exercise: (7-8 November) Staff member Roy Robertson 
attended a two-day near-shore exercise in Cordova in November, 2014. The focus of 
this exercise was to train on using the mini-barges with the newly installed internal 
pumps. This system looks to have real advantages from both safety and operational 
aspects.  
 
Newly Revised K-12 Oil Spill Curriculum Online: (10 November) The council’s newly 
revised K-12 Oil Spill Curriculum was released to the public on November 10, 2014. 
The curriculum integrates multiple disciplines to teach about southcentral Alaska’s 
marine environment and the importance of preventing oil spills of all sizes. Many 
thanks to the council’s Youth Involvement partner, Katie Gavenus, for assembling the 
new curriculum and for testing it in regional classrooms.  
 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Project Jukebox Presentation: (13 November) On November 13, 
2014, staff members Mark Swanson and Alicia Zorzetto traveled to Fairbanks to 
present with Leslie McCartney, Oral History Curator for the University of Alaska 
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Fairbanks on the “Human Impact of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.” The presentation was 
on the research potential of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Project Jukebox; an online 
multimedia website featuring extensive interviews about the spill’s impact on subjects’ 
lives and the environment, the clean-up, the spill’s long-term effects and the resulting 
changes in the oil industry in the Prince William Sound.  
 
Council Presentation at WWF Conference: (13 November) Lisa Matlock gave a 
presentation at the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) conference in Anchorage on PWSRCAC, 
its structure, current projects and our members. Rick Bernhardt of ADEC was at the 
discussion, and he expressed great support for the PWSRCAC and our work and helped 
answer questions. Matlock reported that the Russians were very interested in the 
council, especially the fishing vessel program, our technical projects, and more. They 
were also very interested in technology such as escort tugs, AIS, and WaMos as well. 
 
(21st Annual Sobriety Celebration: (14-16 November) PWSRCAC Board member 
Patience Andersen Faulkner represented the council at the Native Village of Eyak hosts 
the 21st Annual Sobriety Celebration and Memorial Potlatch in Cordova, November 14-
16. Guest speaker at the opening on Friday was Pilar Thomas, Acting Director of Indian 
Energy and Policy and Programs for the U.S. Department of Energy. The keynote 
speaker was Justin Wilson, recent Alaska house candidate from the Upper Copper River 
region. Dance groups from Juneau, Kake, Cordova, Nanwalek, and Yakutat were 
featured throughout the celebration.  
 
Pacific Marine Expo: (19-21 November) PWSRCAC Staff member Jeremy Robida, board 
member Blake Johnson, and longtime committee volunteer Pete Heddell, traveled to 
Seattle to attend the Pacific Marine Expo tradeshow with the PWSRCAC booth. This 
show is aimed at those in the maritime industry, primarily commercial fisherman. 
PWSRCAC has attended the show for many years and it has always been a great 
opportunity to talk with others about our mission and current projects.	  	  
	  
Valdez Marine Terminal Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan approval: (21 
November) The contingency plan covering the Valdez Marine Terminal was approved 
by ADEC on November 21, 2014. There were several conditions of approval from the 
state of Alaska on this plan, some of which had specific deadlines. While PWSRCAC’s 
comments on this plan renewal remain, some concerns were addressed, specifically 
including some of the response barges, improvements to sensitive area protection, and 
realistic trajectories. The approval started at 15 day opportunity from receipt of the 
findings document for any plan commenters including the PWSRCAC to request an 
informal review with the director of Spill Prevention and Response (SPAR) for ADEC on 
issues that PWSRCAC feels were not satisfactorily addressed  
 
Business Writing Workshop: (21 November) Staff member Linda Swiss attended Jim 
Hale’s Business Writing Workshop on Friday, November 21 in Anchorage. Jim Hale was 
highly recommended by ADEC, and this workshop will provide practical solutions to 
writing in the workplace. The principal instructor has over 25 years teaching and 
writing professionally, and writes a column for the Juneau Empire.  
 
Meeting with VMT Regulators: (26 November) PWSRCAC staff members Austin Love, 
Donna Schantz, and Mark Swanson met with Coast Guard Commander Joe Lally and 
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Mr. Joe Hughes from the Bureau of Land Management to discuss a variety of Valdez 
Marine Terminal topics including: Berth 5 corrosion, hydrostatic crude oil pipe testing, 
and sulfur emissions from tankers. Other USCG and BLM staff were also in attendance.  
 
Inauguration of Governor Walker: (1 December) Mark Swanson traveled to Juneau to 
attend the inauguration of former PWSRCAC President, Bill Walker as Governor, and 
Byron Mallot as Lieutenant Governor.. 
 
Volunteer Appreciation Party, Science Night, and Volunteer workshop: (4 and 5 
December) A record number of past and present PWSRCAC board member’s, 
volunteers, staff, and representatives of the councils industry and regulatory partners 
and well-wishers attended this high successful annual series of December events.  
 
Tatitlek, Chenega Bay, and Anchorage Education Programs: (9-11 December) Lisa 
Matlock gave a presentation on the 25th anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill and 
“Oil Spill in a Pan” activities from the K-12 Oil Spill Curriculum on December 10 for 
5th-9th graders at the Anchorage Junior Academy in Anchorage. Also, on December 9 
through December 11, Homer educator Katie Gavenus is traveled to Tatitlek and 
Chenega Bay, through the Information and Education Committee’s Youth Involvement 
project, to present revised K-12 Oil Spill Curriculum lessons to students in these 
schools.  
 
VMT- C-Plan Meeting with ADEC: (15 December) Mark Swanson and Linda Swiss met 
with Kristin Ryan on December 15 to discuss PWSRCAC’s request for informal review 
on the contingency plan for the Valdez Marine Terminal. The plan was approved on 
November 21 and parties had 15 days to request further review of the findings 
document. PWSRCAC requested that Kristin Ryan, as the Director of the Spill 
Prevention and Response Division for ADEC, review ADEC’s decision on the issue of 
Best Available Technology (BAT) for buried piping at the Terminal. Alyeska is using in-
line inspection methods which are not indicated on the BAT table for buried steel 
piping containing oil in the plan.  
 
Governor’s Inaugural Ball in Valdez: (3 January) A number of PWSRCAC 
representatives, including Amanda Bauer, Dorothy Moore, Mark Swanson, Ruthie 
Knight, Alan Sorum and Jennifer Fleming, were honored to attend the first inaugural 
ball for incoming Governor Bill Walker in Valdez on January 3. Other attendees of 
interest to PWSRCAC included Lt. Governor Byron Mallot, Alyeska President Tom 
Barrett, and CDR Joe Lally and LCDR Mike Franklin from the USCG MSU Valdez.  
 
State of the Science for Dispersants in Arctic Waters Initiative: (5-8 January) 
PWSRCAC, alongside the State of Alaska, the USCG and OSRI and others was invited by 
the Coastal Response Research Center (CRRC) to participate on the Organizing 
Committee for the State of the Science for Dispersants in Arctic Waters Initiative. This 
initiative is funded by NOAA and USEPA and those agencies held a workshop 5-8 
January in Seattle entitled the “State of Science for Dispersant Use in Arctic Waters. 
Three PWSRCAC affiliated dispersants researchers were invited to attend and will be 
providing their summary of the proceedings back to the Council soon. Initial 
information back from these researchers on the workshop was that the sessions were 
well balanced with good subject matter experts. and the discussions were intense and 
the conclusions balanced and broadly supported . While the Council’s geographical 
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remit applies to the ExxonValdez Oil Spill Impact region, the science needed to answer 
the pressing questions about dispersant use in the Alaskan Arctic and elsewhere 
including spill worker health implications and other climate related issues is closely 
related and of significant interest to increase dispersant knowledge applicable to our 
Alaskan subarctic waters and species.  
 
Seldovia Education Programs: (13-14 January) Homer educator Katie Gavenus traveled 
to Seldovia to present revised K-12 Oil Spill Curriculum lessons for multiple classes at 
the school. Support for these programs is provided through the Information and 
Education Committee’s Youth Involvement project. Thanks to IEC volunteer, Savannah 
Lewis, and CIRCAC’s Seldovia board member, Walt Sonen, for help in coordinating 
these programs with the school. 
 
Keani Borough reception and community visit: (20 January) PWSRCAC directors Blake 
Johnson, and Jim Herbert, Volunteers Jerry Brookman and Linda Robinson and staff 
members Lisa Matlock and Mark Swanson travelled to Kenai to meet with the Borough 
assembly and provide a periodic date on the council activities as well as hosting a 
public reception. Earlier in the day, Herbert, Matlock and Swanson visited with the 
Cook Inlet Aquaculture Corporation. Swanson and Matlock also participated as radio 
guests on KSRMs radios show “sound-off” and visited with Kenai’s central emergency 
Services Safety officer Brad Nelson to specifically talk about how his department 
successfully used social media as an adjunct to normal Public Information Office 
activities to meet unprecedented public information demands during the recent 
emergency response to the Funny River region wildfire.  
 
 

Upcoming Events          
 
ARRT meeting: (28 January) PWSRCAC staff and Board member Bob Shavelson will be 
attending the next ARRT meeting in Juneau on the 28th of January.  
 
Joe Hughes retirement luncheon: (4 February) There will be a retirement Luncheon in 
Valdez for Joe Hughes with BLM  
  
Alaska Forum on the Environment: (9-12 February) PWSRCAC has served on the 
steering committee and will be sending the PWSRCAC booth and several staff and 
volunteers to attend the upcoming Alaska Forum on the Environment. Of particular 
note, there will be an experts panel to speak on oil dispersants and the PWSRCAC and 
various regulators have worked diligently to ensure that a balanced and scientifically 
credible panel will be available to educate attendees and answer the public’s questions.  
 
National Contingency Plan Subpart J (approved product schedule revisions (90 day 
public comment period): The PWSRCAC and many other groups will have an 
opportunity in the coming days to formulate comments on the national response 
policy framework that sets forth what sorts of products including oil spill dispersants 
may be used and under what restrictions and conditions in oil spill response activities.  
 
As always, we have an exciting and interesting board meeting agenda. Thank you for 
your time and interest in attending. I look forward to an informative and productive 
meeting. 


