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December 18, 2014 

 
PWS Regional Citizens Advisory Council 
 
 
Dear Mark Swanson & Staff, 
 
It is with great sadness to tell you that at the end of December the Alaska Wilderness 
Recreation and Tourism Association (AWRTA) will be closing its doors. 
 
We have had the recreation seat on the PWSRCAC board for over 20 years representing 
the recreation and tourism industry of Alaska.  
 
AWRTA was formed because of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill in 1990.  The wilderness 
dependent businesses were gravely affected by the spill.  After we always wanted to have 
a voice in places where our businesses need a healthy ecosystem to thrive.   
 
Stan Stephens served as our representative on the PWSRCAC board and one of the 
founders of AWRTA until 2007 when I took over the seat.  I had big shoes to fill. I have 
been president of AWRTA 3 times in the past 20 years.  
 
PWSRCAC was always represented with a booth at our 20 plus conferences held 
statewide educating our members on not only what PWSRCAC does but also on what our 
businesses needed to pay attention to.   
 
In that time I have seen so many great things happen protecting our resources and giving 
the users a voice.   
 
I have traveled to two World Wilderness Congresses in Mexico and Spain representing 
AWRTA and the Council and traveled as far as Sweden for the Arctic Ecotourism 
Conference to educate 8 countries how to protect what they love in tourism.  How they 
can have a say in a great place to live, visit and work.  
 
I am hoping that the Alaska Travel Industry Association can carry our torch forward 
representing our industry. Many of our past board members and our executive director 
have taken over at ATIA.  They will do a good job.   
 
Thank you.  
 
Regards, 
 
 
Cathy Hart – President  
The Alaska Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Association 


