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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – January 2015 

 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Linda Swiss  
 Project number and name or topic: 651 Best Available Technology 
 
 
1. Description of agenda item:  Contractor Susan Harvey presented on PWSRCAC’s 
white paper entitled “Alaska’s Best Available Technology (BAT) Requirements for 
Prince William Sound Crude Oil Tankers and Valdez Marine Terminal Oil Spill 
Prevention and Response”  (“BAT paper”) dated August 21, 2014 at the September 2014 
PWSRCAC Board meeting.  This presentation can be viewed at http://bit.ly/13haKQR.   
 
As the topic of “best available technology” (BAT) has been cited through work 
PWSRCAC has done in the past, it has become important to document the existence 
and evolution of the BAT statutes and regulations. The obligation to use BAT for oil 
spill prevention and response has been a long-standing requirement in Alaska, and this 
presentation provided an overview of the changes to the Alaska law on BAT over the 
past 25 years.  The presentation explained the differences in requirements between 
BAT evaluation for prevention and response equipment.   
 
As the next step in the process, recommendations were developed to support BAT 
requirements.  Attachment A to this briefing sheet is a draft paper entitled 
“Recommendations to Alaska’s Best Available Technology Requirements for Prince 
William Sound Crude Oil Tankers and Valdez Marine Terminal Oil Spill Prevention and 
Response” dated December 2014.  Staff will present information on the attached draft 
recommendations for Board discussion and input.   In addition to the Board, staff will 
be soliciting input from PWSRCAC’s technical and legislative affairs committees, as 
well as representatives from the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
and others. 
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC:  BAT evaluation for technologies, 
resources and equipment is required as part of contingency planning in Alaska.  This 
BAT analysis is specific to some, but not all, prevention and response equipment.  
Alaska statutes and regulations are precise as to what technologies need to undergo 
BAT evaluation.  Prince William Sound shippers and Alyeska SERVS have voluntarily 
invested in upgrades to some of their response equipment (boom, skimmers, GPS 
tracking buoys), but not because these planholders were required to do so.    
Strengthening BAT regulations may provide incentives that drive technology and 
innovation to improve prevention and response equipment in Alaska.   
 
One of the most important prevention features in Prince William Sound is the tug 
escort system.  The capabilities of the vessels and tugs in Prince William Sound have 
been followed and studied by PWSRCAC for a number of years, and the analysis of BAT 
to that escort system has been a long-standing concern.  The tug fleet is critical to 
preventing spills in Prince William Sound, and the Council promotes that each part of 
the system, as well as the system as a whole, should be BAT to maintain the level of 
capability expected in Prince William Sound as high as possible.  Maintaining BAT 
standards helps to keep the associated prevention and response rights of an oil spill at 
the ALAPR or as “low as reasonably predictable” level. 
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Understanding the convoluted legislative, regulatory, and interpretive history of BAT 
standards in Alaska is the first step to understanding what has worked and what has 
failed in the past.  In September 2014, Susan Harvey provided presentation to the 
Board which explained the implications of this evolution.  Developing 
recommendations from this white paper became the logical next step in this process. 
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item:   
Meeting  Date Action 
Board 9/26/14 Approved white paper “Alaska’s Best Available Technology (BAT) 

Requirements for Prince William Sound Crude Oil Tankers and Valdez 
Marine Terminal Oil Spill Prevention and Response” 

 
4. Committee Recommendation:  The OSPR Committee requested that input be 
solicited from PWSRCAC’s technical committees prior to bringing a recommendation to 
the Board.  
 
5. Relationship to LRP and Budget: The History of Alaska’s Best Available 
Technology Report falls under project 651/Contingency Plan Review, which is in the 
approved FY2015 budget and annual work plan.  
 
 FY2015 Budget: $83,894 
 Unallocated Funds Remaining as of July 31, 2014:  $83,894 
 
 
6. Action Requested of the Board of Directors:  None.  Item is for information 
only.    It is anticipated that specific recommendations regarding Alaska’s Best 
Available Technology requirements will be brought back to the Board for approval at a 
later date.   
 
7. Attachment:  Draft paper entitled “Recommendations to Alaska’s Best Available 
Technology Requirements for Prince William Sound Crude Oil Tankers and Valdez 
Marine Terminal Oil Spill Prevention and Response” dated December 2014. 
 


