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INFORMATION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Austin Love, Terminal Operations 

Project Manager 
 Project number and name or topic: Status of Overwater Piping 

Inspections on Berths 4 & 5 
 
1. Description of agenda item: Scott Hicks, Alyeska’s Senior Director of Valdez 
Operations, will provide information regarding extensive piping inspections they have 
completed on piping leading out to the active loading berths at the Valdez Marine 
Terminal. Over the past few years the crude piping on the berths has been externally 
inspected for corrosion using a variety of techniques, some more complex than others. 
The simplest technique is visual inspection of the piping. More intricate techniques 
include ultrasonic testing, that uses high-frequency sound waves to measure metal 
thickness in relatively small areas, and guided wave testing, which propagates 
mechanical waves down the length of a pipe and can detect imperfections over larger 
areas. This presentation will review what techniques were used to inspect the berth 
crude piping, what sections were inspected, challenges to inspect this piping, 
anomalies that were found, and significant maintenance or repairs that were or will be 
completed. It will also touch on Alyeska’s plan to internally inspect land and over-
water crude piping with internal inspection technologies in the near future.  
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: Corrosion of over-water crude piping 
could lead to a large oil spill in the Port of Valdez. At times these pipes have up to 
100,000 barrels per hour flowing through them and even a small leak could lead to a 
significant discharge. It is imperative that this piping be inspected for corrosion and 
repaired or refurbished as necessary to prevent a spill directly to water. This 
presentation will help PWSRCAC fulfill its OPA90 mandate to monitor the operations 
and maintenance that may affect the environment near the terminal.   
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item:  
Meeting Date Action  
Board 1/17/2013 Approved the report titled “Corrosion Survey of the Valdez Marine 

Terminal” by Robert Heidersbach and directed staff to forward the report 
to Alyeska and State and Federal regulators accompanied by a cover letter 
summarizing findings and recommendations with requests for 
appropriate action.   

XCOM 11/5/2014 Approved the Dynamic Risk report titled “Review of Piping Inspection 
Programs at the VMT” for distribution and posting on the PWSRCAC 
website.  

 
4. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: None, item is for information only. 
 
 
5. Attachments: None 


