
4-3 Attachment B 

 

DRAFT 
Resolution 16-01 

 
Supporting the Council’s Installation and Operation of an Autonomous and 

Independently Operated Weather Station at the Valdez Marine Terminal 
 

 
WHEREAS, the wind and wave regime seen on the southern side of Port Valdez is 
remarkably different than conditions experienced in the City of Valdez town site or at 
its airport; and, 
 
WHEREAS, there are only two official wind recording stations located in the Port 
Valdez region, both found on the northern side of Port at the Kelsey Dock and Pioneer 
Field Airport; and, 
 
WHEREAS, little information is publicly available about the wind and wave climate 
experienced on the southern side of Port Valdez; and, 
 
WHEREAS, weather is a major risk factor that affects the safe operation of marine 
vessels; and, 
 
WHEREAS, wind and wave conditions have substantial influence on the safe loading of 
crude oil tankers at the Valdez Marine Terminal; and, 
 
WHEREAS, climatic conditions greatly affect the effectiveness of oils spill recovery and 
shoreline protection operations; and, 
 
WHEREAS, knowledge of weather conditions found in the vicinity of an oil spill are 
critical to formulating effective spill response strategies; and, 
 
WHEREAS, regulators have no access to independently collected weather data for the 
Valdez Marine Terminal for use in their decision making processes and response 
planning efforts; and, 
 
WHEREAS, historically, the Alyeska Pipeline Service Company made its wind data 
publicly available to the National Weather Service, but no longer does so; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 requires the Council to monitor those aspects 
of terminal facility and crude oil tanker operations and maintenance which affect or 
may affect the environment in the vicinity of the terminal facilities; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 requires the Council to study wind and water 
currents and other environmental factors in the vicinity of the terminal facilities which 
may affect the ability to prevent, respond to, contain, and clean up an oil spill; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Council is a proven leader in the deployment and operation of research 
weather stations that function autonomously at remote locations; and, 
 
WHEREAS, there would be a public interest in having an independently operated 
weather station installed at the Valdez Marine Terminal; and, 
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WHEREAS, by example, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration owns 
and operates a fully equipped weather station [NKTA2] at the Port Nikiski Terminal 
Wharf that makes weather data at the oil terminal freely available to the public. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council requests that it expeditiously be allowed to install and operate an 
autonomous weather data collection station at the Valdez Marine Terminal; and, 
 
THEREFORE, LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council requests the Alyeska 
Pipeline Service Company implement installation of this weather station with all 
deliberate speed and facilitate project construction during the 2016 field season. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory 
Council on this 21st day of January, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
            
Amanda Bauer     Bob Shavelson 
President      Secretary  


