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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – September 2016 

 
ACTION ITEM  
 
 Sponsor: Joe Banta and Scientific Advisory  
  Committee 
 Project number and name or topic: 955 – Dispersants  
 
 
1. Description of agenda item: This item brings a request to the Council to 
approve a dispersants monitoring protocol.  SAC has worked with stakeholders to 
develop an improved biological monitoring protocol that incorporates lessons learned 
from the BP Deepwater Horizon spill and is specific to Prince William Sound.   We think 
that it is an important advancement for the concept of dispersants monitoring and 
decision-making, both before and after the application process. 
 
For several years, the council has been interested in seeing more detail added to 
existing dispersants monitoring protocols.  A key addition needed was a process to 
evaluate for biological resources, including water column organisms that are generally 
not monitored for, in the proposed areas both before and after dispersants  
application.  In 2014, Merv Fingas of Spill Science drafted a technical review of existing 
dispersants monitoring protocols for the council that included providing a more 
detailed technical protocol that addressing monitoring before and after dispersants 
applications and identifying methods and quantitative thresholds for evaluating 
dispersant efficacy and effects. 
  
Next, a council project team took that technical protocol and worked with stakeholders 
to formalize an improved monitoring guideline, including the biological monitoring 
component, and incorporate it into the response framework of the Alaska Oil 
Dispersants Guidelines and the federal Special Monitoring of Applied Response 
Technologies (SMART) protocols. This meant crafting it to be useful to PWS responders 
during an actual event so that it could fit seamlessly into their work process while 
providing the framework to deal with biological monitoring before and after 
dispersants applications.  With this initial work completed, the protocol is ready to be 
reviewed and approved by the council and presented to the broader response 
community.  
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: This is important because it provides 
improvements to dispersants monitoring by bringing in lessons learned, increased 
monitoring of biological resources in the application zone both pre- and post-
application, more science, and better integration of that science into the monitoring 
process.  The increased monitoring of biological resources gives particular attention to 
water column organisms that are especially vulnerable/sensitive to dispersed oil and 
were not included in other monitoring guidelines. These are important advances that, 
when taken with the ability to integrate it into the existing response structure, provide 
a significant opportunity for real improvement in monitoring and decision-making.     
 
It is also important to the council because dispersants can cause harm to biological 
resources in the areas where they are applied, so a monitoring protocol that 
determines resources in the area will aid decision-makers so that they can make the 
most informed decision on initiating and/or continuing dispersants applications.   
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In addition, it is important to assess the potential efficacy of dispersants before 
application and the actual efficacy during operations so that operational decisions are 
based on reliable information and so that the use of dispersant chemicals is 
discontinued if they are not clearly achieving the desired results. 
 
Also, more and more research is showing dispersed oil holds the potential to impact 
the health of marine resources that member organizations and residents of our region 
depend upon for subsistence, food, and their living.  PWSRCAC concerns with regard to 
dispersants are detailed in the PWSRCAC position on dispersants adopted in 2006 that 
is included as part of the packet for this briefing sheet.  
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item:  
Meeting Date Action 
Board 5/3/12 Approve contract with Spill Science/Fingas for development of 

protocol 
 
4. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: None noted. 
 
5. Committee Recommendation: The Scientific Advisory Committee discussed and 
approved this draft protocol at its August 2, 2106 meeting.  
 
6. Relationship to LRP and Budget: Project 955/Dispersants is in the approved 
FY2017 budget and annual work plan.  
 
 FY2016 Budget:  $25,000 
 Unallocated Funds Remaining as of July 31, 2016: $25,000 
 
7. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: Approval of the draft Prince 
William Sound Dispersants Monitoring Protocol. 
 
8. Alternatives: None noted 
 
9. Attachments:   
 a) Draft Prince William Sound Dispersants Monitoring Protocol 
 b) Dispersant Position Paper (Approved April 26, 2006) 
 c) Why PWSRCAC Does Not Support the use of Chemical Dispersants 
 


