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Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
Special Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

March 7, 2017 
Teleconference 

 
Members Present: Patience Andersen Faulkner, Robert Archibald, Amanda 
Bauer, Robert Beedle, Al Burch, Wayne Donaldson, Mako Haggerty, Luke 
Hasenbank, Thane Miller, Dorothy Moore, Bob Shavelson, Roy Totemoff, and 
Michael Vigil 
 
Members Absent: Mike Bender, Melissa Berns, Alisha Chartier, Josie Hickel, 
Melvin Malchoff, and Orson Smith 
 
Staff Present: Joe Banta, Gregory Dixon, Jennifer Fleming, Donna Schantz and 
Brooke Taylor 
 
Call to Order & Roll Call 
President Bauer called the meeting to order at 9:00am. A roll call was taken. The 
following 13 directors were present representing a quorum for the conduct of 
business: Faulkner, Archibald, Bauer, Beedle, Burch, Donaldson, Haggerty, 
Hasenbank, Miller, Moore, Shavelson, Totemoff and Vigil.  
 
Approve Agenda 
Moore moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Faulkner seconded.  Bauer 
asked for amendments/objections; hearing none, the agenda was approved.  
 
Public & Opening Comments 
Bauer asked for public or opening comments. There was none.  
 
Item D – Approval of Contract Dispersants Research Contract  
 
Haggerty moved to authorize the negotiation of a sole source contract with Merv 
Fingas for the development of a comprehensive synthesis of dispersants 
research in an amount not to exceed $65,000 and corresponding fund transfer 
from the contingency fund to 955 dispersants. Burch seconded.  Bauer asked for 
discussion.  
 
Banta explained that in the last two to three years there has been a plethora of 
newly published peer reviewed data out of the Gulf of Mexico (in response to 
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill).  Banta explained that a majority of the research 
was funded by settlement monies, and therefore sequestered and used as 
testimony during the settlement hearings. Now that the hearings are concluded, 
the scientific field is being flooded with this new peer reviewed data. Therefore, 
the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) recommends the development of a 
comprehensive synthesis of this dispersant research.  
 
Miller stated that he fully supports the need to conduct this synthesis, and 
believes the cost to be reasonable.  However, he questioned the use of a sole 
source contract for this work. He asked how it is justified for this large amount 
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of money. Banta explained that SAC evaluates new projects by conducting a gap 
analysis and literature survey, and then synthesize that literature to fill in the 
gaps. Early on, SAC estimated these syntheses to cost approximately $40,000 
per study, but with hydrocarbon science being one of the most studied areas at 
this time, there is more literature and information to review.  Secondly, one of 
the reasons PWSRCAC is using a sole source contracting method in this case is 
to continue to utilize Merv Fingas for these studies.  Fingas has contracted with 
the council for over 20 years and has completed each synthesis of dispersant 
research thus far. Miller thanked Banta for the explanation, but noted he would 
still prefer to go out to bid for this work.   
 
Haggerty thanked Banta for bringing this important project to the attention of 
the board, and added that he believes this to be one of the council’s most 
important issues.  He asked if Fingas plans to give a presentation on his 
findings at a future meeting. Banta explained that Fingas would likely present 
his findings at Science Night, but could present in person to the board if that 
was the boards preference.  
 
Beedle stated that he believes this to be a very worthwhile project.  But, he takes 
issue with funding a project just as this outside the Long Range Planning cycle. 
The council added a number of new projects and contracts in support of the 
Marine Services Transition, which bumped some of the higher ranked projects 
out of this budget cycle. Will the approval of this contract do the same? Schantz 
thanked Beedle for his comments and agreed that this is not the ideal way to 
incorporate new projects into the budget. Schantz reviewed the board approved 
procedure for dealing with funding projects outside the regular cycle. Schantz 
added that dispersants has always been a high priority of the board, therefore 
she felt this was warranted.  She added that the council has a healthy 
contingency fund at this time.  
 
Bauer asked for objection; hearing none, the action was approved.  
 
Item E – Executive Session to Deliver Executive Director Evaluation 
Vigil moved to go into executive session to discuss and deliver the Executive 
Director evaluation. Archibald seconded. Bauer asked for objection; hearing 
none, the board entered in to executive session at approximately 9:35am.  
 
Schantz was invited to join the board in executive session at approximately 
10:10am.  
 
Report on Executive Session 
The board came out of executive session at approximately 10:20am.  
 
Moore recognized Schantz for her positive contributions and overall success in 
leading the organization thus far.  
 
Moore moved to recommend to the finance committee a one-time bonus of 
$5,000 for the Executive Director. Miller seconded.  Bauer asked for 
discussion/objection; hearing none, the action was approved.  
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Bauer thanked Schantz for her continued service.  
 
Closing Comments 
Bauer asked for closing comments.  Vigil noted that it was a beautiful day in 
Chenega Bay with many whales feeding in the bay on herring.  
 
Adjourn 
Moore moved to adjourn.  Vigil seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 10:15am.  


