FIRST DECADE — CITIZENS’ COUNCIL IS 10 YEARS OLD THIS MONTH!
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Citizens’ council
is celebrating
10th birthday

One of the most radical
innovations to come out of the
Exxon Valdez spill was the
establishment of permanent,
industry-funded citizens’ councils
to oversee both the oil
transportation industry and its
government regulators.

Now, that innovation is a
aﬁ@am@ old. The Prince %mmm
&% {w i
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council began soon after the Exxon
Valdez struck Bligh Reef on March
24, 1989, and spilled 11 million
gallons of North Slope crude into
Prince William Sound. After its
incorporation in December 1989,
the group in February 1990 signed
&%s@: contract with Alyeska Pipeline
Service Co. that specifies its rights,

See page 7, HISTORY

Council files brief in suit over tanker rules

The citizens’ council in early
November decided to weigh in
on a U.S. Supreme Court case
testing the power of states to
regulate oil tanker operations.

The case was brought by the
International Association of
Independent Tanker Owners,
known as Intertanko. The
association asked the federal
courts to overturn certain crew
and equipment requirements that
the state of Washington imposed
on oil tankers in 1994.

Washington state won in
federal district court, with Judge
John Coughenour holding the
state rules were permitted under
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990,
which was passed after the
Exxon Valdez spill and also
governs how far Alaska can go in
setting its own rules.

The Clinton administration
came in on the side of Intertanko
when the case reached the 9th
Circuit Court of Appeals. The
state of Washington lost on the
tanker equipment rules, but won
on the crew requirements.

The Supreme Court accepted
the case in early September.

The council’s decision to file a
brief in the case came at a Nov. 5
meeting of the executive
committee, with many board
members listening in by
teleconference.

John Devens, the council’s
executive director, said it was
important for the nation’s high
court to understand how the safety
of oil transportation in Alaska
could be affected by the Intertanko
case.

“A decision against the state of
Washington would have
ramifications with regard to
Alaska’s ability to set higher
standards than the Coast Guard,
particularly in the area of Best
Available Technology,” Devens
said.

As the Observer went to press,
the council’s legal argument was
being prepared by Juneau attorneys
Avrum Gross and Susan Burke for
submission to the Supreme Court

See page 6, TANKER SUIT
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received fraining in battling shipboard fires during the symposiurmn. in
addition, officials of the Coast Guard, Alaska Depariment of Environ-
menfal Conservation and Alaska State Troopers met to discuss the idea
of an “Away Team” to manage battles against shipboard fires in Alaska
ports. Photo by Rica Salvador.

State approves latest contingency
plans for Valdez oil tanker fleet

The state of Alaska has
approved the latest versions of the
contingency plans that specify
how the oil industry works to
prevent oil spills and how it
would respond to a spill from an
oil tanker.

ARCO Marine Inc. and four
other tanker companies got word
of the approval in an Oct. 22,
1999, letter from the state
Department of Environmental
Conservation. The companies
filed the plans with the state in
July 1998, triggering an extensive
15-month review process by the
citizens’ council and other

interested parties. The plans
cover approximately 22 tankers.

The council focused on
several key issues as it went over
the plans. Among them:

* The need for more analysis
of whether the proposed new
escort system at Hinchinbrook
Entrance complies with state
regulations requiring the use of
best available technology.
Hinchinbrook Entrance is the
narrow passage where tankers
leave Prince William Sound and
enter the Gulf of Alaska.

See page 3, READINESS
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