By Leann Ferry
Community Liaison

On December 12, 1999, the
590-foot tanker Erika broke in two
and sank off France’s Southern
Brittany coast. It originally spilled
3 million gallons of what was
described in the press as French
No.2 Export Fuel, comparable to
Bunker C, and was still leaking
weeks after the sinking. The tanker
was owned by Italy’s Panship
Management, registered in Malta,
and chartered by the French-
Belgian company TotalFina. The
Erika was traveling from Dunkirk,
France to Livorno, Italy.

John Devens and 1 arrived
January 19th at the invitation of the
Syndicat Mixte — an organization
of communities damaged by the
Amoco Cadiz oil spiil of 1978,

The main purpose of our trip was to
visit communities and coastal sites
polluted by the Erika oil spill. Our
goal was to learn what we could
about the cause of the spill, clean-
up operations and plans for
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Tanker spill plans get green light with
grass-roots support of regional codalition

In early March, three major
shipping companies dropped
their opposition to key require-
ments in the latest oil-spill
contingency plans for tankers
that ply Prince William Sound
and the Gulf of Alaska.

The state Department of
Environmental
Conservation ap-
proved the new
plans in November
of last year. In
December, shipping
subsidiaries of
ARCO, BP and
Exxon appealed
eight requirements
that the state added
to the plans after the
companies first
submitted them in
July 1998, After
three months of
discussions with the
environmental Jones.
conservation department, the
citizens’ council and other

appeals.

stakeholders, the tanker companies
on March | and March 2 dropped
their appeals.

BP spokesman Ronnie
Chappell said the appeal had given
his company time to understand
what the state wanted in imposing
the new conditions. “We’'ve
clarified what they
mean and moved on,”
Chappell said.

After the appeals
were filed, the citi-
zens’ council helped
organize a 25-member
coalition of communi-
ties and other stake-
holders to support the
requirements under
appeal by the shipping
subsidiaries of BP,

Council board member ARCOQO and Exxon.
Steve Lewis briefed the
Seldovia City Council on

the confingency plan o
Photo by Stan coalition shows how

“The size and
diversity of this

important these safety
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Council visit to French spill shows readiness still crucial

Volunteers in Le Croisic, Fance, use bucketfs, scrapers and shovels to

clean a beach drenched in cli from the Erika spill. Photo by Leann Fenry

Council and pariners move ahead with
research project into iceberg safety

By Alexander Kotlarov
Project Manager

Encouraged by the results of
radar tests last fall, the citizens’
councit and several partners are
continuing their efforts to find
ways to detect and report icebergs
m Prince William Sound.

More tests are planned, and a
working group has been formed to
locate vendors and funding
sources for radar equipment that
can pick up icebergs.

Icebergs are one of the most
serious threats to tankers in the
Sound and have been involved in
two major accidents. The Exxon
Valdez had left the tanker lanes to
avoid ice when it hit Bligh Reef in
1989. And in 1994 an empty BP-
chartered tanker hit an iceberg on
its way into Valdez. Over $1

million in damage resulted,
though there was no oil spill.

fn January of this vear, freak
weather conditions actually
brought small icebergs known as
“bergie bits” through Valdez
Narrows and into Port Valdez, the
body of water between Alyeska
Pipeline Service Co.’s tanker
terminal and the city of Valdez.

The council and its partners
tested a UHF (Ultra-High
Frequency) radar system at Busby
Island last fall. 1t did better than
conventional microwave radar at
reducing the screen clutter caused
by wind and wave conditions,
according to a report by the
Newfoundland-based Center for
Cold Ocean Resources

See p. 4, Radar
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