Alyeska Pipeline Service Co.,
the citizens’ council and
government regulators are
investigating a recent series of
problems in the vapor control
system at the Valdez tanker
terminal.

The problems began on
February 14, when a Fenwal valve
in the vapor control unit at Berth 5
failed to close properly during a
test. The problem was later
determined to be ice in the bottom
of the valve, according to a report
from Alyeska. The Fenwal valve
in the vapor control unit at Berth 4
was checked and found to be ice-
free .

The system is designed to
collect otly vapors forced out of
tanker holds as crude o1l Hows in.
The vapors are piped uphill to be

-incinerated; used as.fuelin the . .
terminal power plant, or stored in

the voids in the terminal’s crude oil

Project tests radar for spotting icebergs

If things go according to
schedule, a new radar site will
fire up in Prince William Sound
this fall to test new technology

for spotting icebergs that threaten

o0il tankers.

The tests will begin about
Sept. 1 and the final report
should be in by Dec. 1, according
to Alexander Kotlarov, the
citizens” council manager in
charge of the project. The
project is a joint effort of the
citizens’ council, the Canadian
Coast Guard, the U.S. National
Ocean Service and the Center for
Cold Ocean Resources
Engineering (C-CORE), an
applied-research corporation in
Newfoundland.

C-CORE will install a radar
station on Busby Island, just
north of Bligh Reef where the
Exxon Valdez went aground 10
years ago. The radar will look
west, probing for icebergs
floating in the tanker lanes or
emerging from Columbia Bay
after being calved off Columbia
Glacier.

Icebergs are difficult to spot
with any known technology
except the human eye, and even
that fails in darkness or bad
weather. Kotlarov and C-CORE

hope the project’s combination of
novel radar and computer
technology will be the right
combination for detecting icebergs
regardless of weather or light.

“In the wintertime, when it's
very dark and there’s a great deal
of ice calving off the glaciers, 1
think giving mariners an accurate
description of ice conditions will
increase the safety of oil
transportation through Prince
William Sound,” Kotlarov said.

Glacier ice has already been
involved in two major accidents in
the Sound. The Exxon Valdez was
avoiding ice 10 years ago when it
left the tanker lanes, failing to
return to the normal track before
hitting Bligh Reef. And in early
1994, an empty BP-chartered
tanker hit an iceberg and suffered
over $1 million in damage.

The council’s latest project
includes two new approaches to
detecting icebergs with radar. One
is ultra-high-frequency radar,
which C-CORE says is less
sensitive than conventional marine
radar to electronic “clutter”
reflected back from the ocean
surface. The other innovation is
the use of computers to process the
incoming radar signal in hopes of
picking up patterns and objects that

The vapor control system carries off olly vapors released as tankers load

Norih Slope crude. Photo: Ston Jones, Cifizens” Councll

storage tanks.
The Fenwal valves are one of
several safety features built into

. the vapor control system, The

valves are coupled to
sophisticated fire and pressure

detectors that trigger the Fenwals
to slam shut in a fraction of a
second, thus preventing a fire

_ froz_n propagating uphill frem.a.

See page 2, VAPOR

This receiver anfenna is part of a high-tech radar system that could be
the key to detecting icebergs in Prince William Sound. Photo: C-CORE.

don’t show up on the screen of an
unprocessed signal.

Besides the ultra-high
frequency radar, a conventional
marine radar with advanced
signal-processing will be tested
simultaneously for comparison.

The Busby Island radar station

will operate for about four weeks,
followed by several weeks of data
analysis and report writing.

The project is expected to cost
$229.,000, including money or in-
kind support from the citizens’
council, the Canadian Coast

See page 2, RADAR
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Volunteer Profile

Milk cows drove commitiee volunteer off farm and to Alaska

halibut boat, the 3 1-foot
Argonaut, in the Latouche
Passage area of the Sound.

And he’s executive director of
the Seward Bowling Association,
a frustrating and depressing job
these days. He hasn’t bowled a
line since the “Dreamland,”
Seward’s only

Credit the American mitk cow
for Jon Dahlman’s fetching up in
Seward.

Dahlman manages the fishing
vessel program there for Alyeska
Pipeline Service Co., and serves
on the Oil Spill Prevention and
Response Committee, one of four
standing technical committees of

the Prince William Sound bowling alley,
Regional Citizens’ Advisory shut down about
Council. a year ago.

But he was raised on a farm in “We're all
Nebraska, where one of his chores  going through

withdrawal,” he
said. “We're
trying
desperately to get
somebody to
come in and
invest a chunk of
money.”

He’s lived in
Seward since
1989. His wife, Laura Varnell-
Dahlman manages the bakery at
the local Eagle Quality Center.
They have four children, ranging
in age from 13 to 25, a flock of
chickens, and two border collies
named Chip and Annie.

His duties on the council’s Oil
Spill Prevention and Response
Committee involve one meeting a

was taking care of the milk cows.

“Milk cows ran me off the
farm,” Dahlman said. “You have
to be there at a specific time twice
a day, and that precludes a lot of
things, With milk cows, you can’t
even take a vacation.”

Also, Nebraska was flat. Very
flat. Eventually the waving fields
of grain just weren’t enough to
hold him.

“Mountains draw me, and
waving water draws me,”
Dahlman said. “So what better
place to find them both than
Alaska?”

For Dahlman, Alaska is also a
busy place. Besides his work with
the fishing vessel program and the
citizens’ council, he runs his own

Jor Dahiman

month, attending workshops and
seminars from time to time, and
lots of reading of background
material. Dahlman believes this
work— especially the education
on oil-spill issues — helps him do
a better job as fishing vessel
administrator. He has attended
sessions on such
things as
dispersants,
tanker
operations, and
fire-booming
technology.

“The
awareness factor
is greater when
you get to sit and
listen to technical
people who do
these things in
spectfic areas,”
he said.

Under the fishing vessel
program he administers, vessel
owners contract and tram with
Alyeska to respond to o1l spilis.
Dahlman coordinates all of this
during ordinary times, and would
be in the thick of the cleanup
during a spill.

He is one of three such
administrators based outside

Prince William Sound. They call
themselves the “outfield.”

“I'm left field,” Dahlman said.
“Seldovia and Homer are center
field, and Kodiak is right field.”

Dahlman feels that outfield
communitics would benefit from
more education on oil-spill issues,
because many public officials
there were not in office at the time
of the Exxon Valdez spill. Also,
they don’t have as much contact
with oil transportation as people
from the “infield.” Dahlman’s
concern when he became a
committee volunteer three years
ago was that complacency -
identified by Congress as a key
factor in the Exxon Valdez spill -
might be setting in again in
Seward.

“The inner Sound is very
aware of the citizens’ council and
the oil industry and they have a
great deal of contact,” Dahlman
said. “But we outside the Sound
have minimal contact. We don’t
have that awareness of the oil
transportation business.”

Still, he said, “what the
council is trying to accomplish
inside the Sound affects those of
us outside the Sound: the number -
one thing is prevention.” &

ARCO summer drill will continue scenario of September 1998 BP exercise in Swnd

ARCO Marine Inc. will
conduct an oil-spiit drill June 15
and 16 that will include both
operations in the field and tabletop
exercises in Valdez.

The ARCO drill will build on
the scenario drawn up for British
Petroleum’s September 1998 drill,

which involved the imaginary
tanker “Northern Dancer” going
aground at the north tip of
Montague Island and spilling
about 13 million gallons of North
Slope crude. The o1l fouled
beaches on the islands at the
mouth of the Prince William

3

problems, Alyeska announced in
early April it would begin a
management review of the vapor
control system at the Valdez
terminal.

The citizens’ council will
participate in the Alyeska
management review, as will the
U.S. Coast Guard and the Joint
Pipeline Office, a state-federal
agency that oversees pipeline and
terminal safety.

On Apr. 2, council President
Stan Stephens wrote Alyeska
President Bob Malone to request a
“clear commitment from Alyeska
and the regulatory agencies that
during the management review
process specific steps will be
taken to ensure the vapor control
system is operated in compliance
with all existing procedures and
regulations, standing down when
procedural problems, maintenance
requirements, or equipment
malfunctions are encountered.”

VAPOR, from page 1

tanker to the terminal itself, or
vice-versa.

On March 23, the Fenwal
valve on Berth 4 triggered and
closed by mistake. That required
the shutdown of Berth 4 for about
a week, resulting in some tankers
venting oily vapor into the air as
they loaded North Slope crude.

The accidental closure,
Alyeska concluded, was caused
by a faulty pressure detector that
triggered the valve during routine
maintenance testing.

A few days later, Alyeska
discovered that O-rings were
installed improperly in nearly all
of the small explosive devices on
which both Fenwal valves depend.
The devices trigger the discharge
of compressed nitrogen to close
the valves and release fire
retardant into the pipes.

As a result of the series of

Sound before moving out into the
Gulf of Alaska and heading
southwest.

The ARCO drill starts m
Week Two of the Northern
Dancer “spill,” according to an
ARCO outline of the exercises.
Unlike past drills, it will be highly
focused on shoreline response.

One main goal is to exercise
Shorgline Cleanup Assessment
Teams, or SCATs. These teams
i a real spill would check
beaches to see how much oil they

had and would recommend
appropriate cleanup techniques.
While final locations have not
been determined, ARCQO said the
teams would be drilling in two
sites near Chenega Bay on June
15.

Other shoreline activities
include deploying a cleanup task
force of Alyeska and contract
personnel on a beach at Knight
Island, according to ARCO.

The drill will also — for the
See page 3, DRILL -

RADAR, from poge 1

CGruard, C-CORE, and the National
Oceanic Service. Tatitlek Corp.,
which owns Busby Island, 1s
giving its permission for use of
the site. Alyeska Pipeline Service
Co. and SeaRiver Maritime, the
Exxon tanker subsidiary, are also
cooperating in the project.

The upcoming radar test is the
latest in a series of efforts by the
council to identify effective
iceberg-detection technology. In
the past year, the council has also
tested sonar, infrared and a
different kind of radar, but none
has proven effective encugh to
merit adoption on an operational
basis, Kotlarov said.

The Overseas Ohio undergoes
repairs after a 1994 iceberg shik
Photo courtesty Port of Portland
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Citizens’ council gears up for second symposium in Valdez for firefighters

The Valdez office of the
citizens’ council is planning a
marine firefighting symposium for
this fall in Prince William Sound.

The event, which the council
is co-sponsoring with several
other organizations, is expected to
take place in late September or
carly October.

Mike Hildebrand, a contractor
to the council, will develop the
curriculum for the one-week
symposium, including a full-scale
field exercise on board a large
vessel.

The curriculum will lead to
certification for land-based
firefighters to respond to marine
incidents and will feature a
number of tracks including
contingency planning, the incident
command system, tactics, and a
small boat session.

During the council’s first fire-
fighting symposium, in June
1997, firefighters from coastal
communities requested the
addition of small boat fire
response fraining.

The sponsors plan to design a
mobile tabletop exercise and
video course material so that this
training can be made available
throughout the state.

The citizens’ council will pay
expenses, including registration
and travel, for professional and
volunteer firefighters serving
member communities. In 1997,
102 firefighters were certified,
almost half of whom were
sponsored by the council.

Planning for the symposium is
expected to be completed in June
1999. Registration information
will be distributed during July.

Besides the council,
symposium sponsors include
Alyeska Pipeline Service Co.’s
Ship Escort/Response Vessel
System; Crowley Marine

DRILL, from page 2

first time in any Alaska spill or
drill — involve the creation of a
Multi Agency Coordinating
Committee, also known as a
MAC. It will advise the three-
member unified command team in
charge of managing spill response
on the priorities for protecting
threatened communities along the
castern side of the Kenai
Peninsula and in the Kodiak area.
The MAC portion of the

exercises will take place in Valdez

on fune 15 and 16, according to

ARCO.

More than 100 participants were certified for marine firefighting during the
councif’s 1997 symposium in Valdez. The 1999 symposium is this fall.

Services, oil shipping companies,
the U.S. Coast Guard, the state of
Alaska, the Prince William Sound

Community College, and the City
of Valdez fire department.

Brad Hahn, state of Alaska, Ron Moris, U.S. Coast Guard, and Steve
Marshall, BP, made up the unifled command during BP’'s September drill.
Photo courtesy BP,
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Symposiums in Valdez, Anchorage, mark anniversary of xxn Valdez spli |

Hundreds of scientists,
reporters, oil-industry officials,
citizens, government officials,
environmentalists, demonstrators
and foreign visitors came to
Alaska in March for symposiums
focused on 10th anniversary of the
1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill.

The “Partners in Prevention
Symposium,” of which the
citizens’ council was a co-
sponsor, was in Valdez March 21-
22. It focused primarily on safety
improvements to the oil
transportation system since 1989,

The Alaska Legislature
saluted the Valdez symposium in
a proclamation signed by House

Speaker Brian Porter and Senate
President Drue Pearce. They said
the symposium helped Alaska
“maintain its resource
development while protecting the
environment,” and noted the work
of Dr. JoAnn McDowell,
president of the Prince William
Sound Community College and a
citizens council board member, in
organizing the event.

The “Legacy of an Oil Spill”
symposium, sponsored by the
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council, was in Anchorage March
23-26, focusing primarily on
environmental restoration in
Prince William Sound since 1989.

NEVER A DULL MOMENT — BP's Bob Baldwin and ARCGS's Vic Goldberg
enliven proceedings at the Vaidez Pariners in Prevention Sympoisium
with @ stiring rendition of “Heave, Mo, We're the Men of the Merchant

Marine.”

Proto: Stan Jones, Cliizens Council,

Alyeska, council, agree to new funding pact for operations through the year 2001

Alyeska Pipeline Service Co.
and the citizens’ council have agreed
to a new funding agreement that
will finance council operations
until January 2002.

Alyeska will pay the council
$2.5 million in 1999 and the same
amount, adjusted for inflation, in
2000 and 2001.

That represents an increase
from the Alyeska funding level of
$2.1 million for the last three
years, but is still somewhat lower
than if the council’s original 1990
funding of $2 million had kept up
with inflation. That would have
brought the funding level to $2.64
million for 1999,

Page 4/The Observer

Though the Alyeska payment
will rise under the new agreement,
it will still not permit the council
to operate at the same level as m
the recent past, when council
spending has been about $2.8
million per year.

The council was able to spend
more than it was receiving from
Alyeska because, in the council’s
early years, it did not spend all 1t
received from Alyeska. That
money was invested and has been
used in recent years o supplement
the Alyeska payments and permit
a larger scale of operation by the
council.

With this reserve now

depleted, the council will
function entirely on the Alyeska
payment except for grant money
it receives from other parties.
That is expected to require a
spending drop to $2.7 million for
the next fiscal vear, which starts
July 1. The projection assumes
the council will receive about
$200,000 in grants from other
sources.

John Devens, executive
director of the council, said
shrinking the budget will be
difficult, but he hopes to be able
to maintain essential functions
despite the reduction.

“We're willing to bite the

bullet this time because everyone
else is, due to the low oil prices of
the past year,” Devens said.
“However, looking down the road,
I have to say that we regard safety
as a fixed cost of moving oil
through Prince William Sound,
and we don't believe it should be
unduly subject to oil price
fluctuations.”

The contract, which is in effect
as long as oil flows through the
trans-Alaska pipeline, guarantees
not only the council’s funding, but
also its independence and gives it
the same access to the Valdez
tanker terminal as government
regulatory agencies.




~ Agency, Oilwaich disagree on

A decade after the Exxon
Valdez oil spill, how are we
doing?

That question, much
discussed at tenth-anniversary
symposiums held in Anchorage
and Valdez, was also the subject
of scorecards released m March
by the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation and
the advocacy group Oilwatch
Alaska.

Both groups tackled the same
question: How well have
government, industry and other
interested parties done at
adopting the 59 improvements
recommended in 1990 by the
Alaska Oil Spill Commission
after the Exxon Valdez spill?

The groups came to
dramatically different results.

“The obvious conclusion one
recaches when reviewing the
recommendations is that the
totality of measures implemented
has been substantial,” wrote
Leslie Pearson and Larry
Iwamoto, two employees of the
Department of Environmental
Conservation who prepared the
agency’s 26-page analysis of
post-spill improvements.

Not so, according to
Oilwatch Alaska. “We regret to
report the grade of ‘F” for Failure
to Act on the most important
recommendations that can reduce
risk,” Jim Sykes and Walter
Parker wrote in their 24-page
review. Sykes is executive
director of Oilwatch and Parker
was chairman of the oil-spill
commission.

Some of the starkest
differences between the two

reviews dealt with two sections of
the post-spill recommendations
that focus most directly on
preventing and cleaning up oil
spills. Those sections have to do
with oversight by the state and
federal governments.

Recommendation 11, for
example, called on the state to
“adopt stringent standards
regulating the transportation of o1l
in its own waters without fear of
federal preemption.”

The environmental
conservation department gave the
state a score of 100 percent for
complying with Recommendation
11, citing oil-spill response
planning standards passed by the
Alaska Legislature in 1990 and the
Oil Pollution Act of 1990’s
guarantee that states can enact their
own laws and regulations free from
federal preemption.

But Oilwatch gave the state an
‘F’ on Recommendation 11. The
group acknowledged some of the
changes cited in the environmental
conservation department’s
evaluation of Recommendation 11,
but said they hadn’t made much
difference.

There were a few areas of
agreement. On Recommendation
36, calling for a tracking system
for all large vessels in Prinice
William Sound, Oitwatch gave an
‘}" and the environmental
conservation department gave a
rating of 0 percent because the
system now tracks only oil tankers.

As the environmental
conservation department noted in
its generally favorable summary of
the recommendations, “That is not
to say, however, that all

recommendations have been
implemented or that those which
were have fully met the intent of

Bost-spill Improvements

the (Alaska Oil Spill)

Commission.

Both reports are available to
the public. The Oilwatch report is

on the Internet at http://

www.alaska.net/~oilwatch/
ftarpt.htm or can be ordered by
contacting Oilwatch Alaska, PO
Box 1553, Anchorage, AK 99510.
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(907)277-8910. Email:
oilwatch(@alaska.net

The other report can be
obtained by contacting the Alaska
Department of Environmental
Conservation, Prevention and
Emergency Response Program,
ATTN: Leslie Pearson, 555
Cordova Street, Anchorage AK
99501, (907)269-7543. Email:
LPearson{@envircon.state.ak.us.

interested.

Name;
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Regional Citizens' Advisory Council

Subscribe to the Observer!

Keep up with the news about oil tankers, oil spill prevention and
response, activities of the citizens” council, and other issues related to oil
transportation in Alaska waters.

The Observer is published four times a year and is free to anyone

To get on our matling list, just fill out the form below and mail it to us.
Or send an email to observer@anch.pwsrcac.org with your name and
full mailing address. Or you can call us at 1-800-478-7221.

For more information on the citizens’ council, including the full text of
recent Observers, visit our Web site at www.pwsrcac.org.

Sign Me Up!

ILLI,‘M

Address:

City/St/Zip:

Return to: Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council
750 W, 2nd Avenue, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99501-2168
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THE OBSERVER is the quarterly newsletter of the Prince William
Sound Regional Citizen’s Advisory Council. It is free upon request to
anyone interested in receiving it. Except as noted otherwise, articles in
the Observer are written by Stan Jones, Public Information Manager for
the council. Questions and suggestions should be directed to him by
mail to the council’s Anchorage office, by phone to 907-264-6230, or by
email to observer(@anch.pwsrcac.org.

Prince Wiliom Sound
Regional Citizens' Advisory Councill

The Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory
Council 18 an independent, non-profit corporation formed after
the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill to minimize the environmental
impacts of the trans-Alaska pipeline terminal and tanker fleet.

The council has 18 member organizations, including
communities affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and groups
representing Alaska Native, aquaculture, environmental,
commercial fishing, recreation and tourism, interests in the
spill region.

The council is certified under the federal Oil Pollution-Act of
1990 as the citizen advisory group for Prince William Sound,
and operates under a contract with Alyeska Pipeline Service
Co. The contract, which is in effect as long as oil flows
through the pipeline, guarantees the council's independence,
provides annual funding, and ensures the council the same
access to terminal facilities as state and federal regulatory
agencies.

The council's mission: Citizens promoting
environmentally safe operation of
the Alyeska terminal and associated tankers.

Board of Directors
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Stan Stephens, Pres, AK Widemess Recreation & Tourism Assoc.
Bill Lindow ~ VP Prince Willam Sound Agquaculture Corm,
Mariynn Heddsll - Sec. Ciy of Whitlier )

Williom M, Walker — Tregs. City of Valdez

John Allen Community of Tatitlek

Charles Christionsen Kodick Villoge Mayors Assoc.

Wayne Coleman Kodiak Island Borough

Tom Ceopeland Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition
Paul McCollum City of Homer

tary Evanoff Community of Chenega Bay

Mike Wiliams Chugach Alaska Corp.

Dale Heath City of Kodiok

Torm Jersen Alaska State. Charmber of Commerce
Blake Johnson Kenai Peninsula Borough

Margy Johnson City of Cordova

Dennis Lodge City of Seward

JoAnn McDoweli City of Valder

Patience Andersen-Foutkner Cordova Distict Fishermen United
Steve Lewis City of Seldovia

Staff

Anchorage

John 8. Devens, Executive Director

Mariivn Lelond, Deputy Director

Sandra Amold Ganey, Executive Assistant
Andraq Archer, Administrative Assistant

Joe Banta, Project Manager

Lisa Ka'aihue, Project Manager

Becky tewis, Project Manager

Leann Farry, Community Licison

Daphne Jenkins, Information Systerms Manager
Stan Jonas, Public Information Manager

Linda Reobinson, Financial Operations Manager

Valdez

Lynda Hyce, Depuly Diector

Joe Bridgman, Project Manager

Joel Kopp, Project Manager
Alexander Kotiarov, Project Manager
Rica Salvador, Administrative Assistant

750 W. Zndt Ave., Sulte 100 154 Falibanks Dr., PO Box 3089
Anchorage 99501 Valdez AK 99686

Phione: 907-277-7222 Phone: 907-835-5957

Fox: 907-277-4523 Fax: 207-835-5926

Toll-free: 800-478-7221

Internet:  hitp://www.pwsrcac,org
Emnail.  pwsrcac@alaska.net
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