
Winter meeting turns up 
fishing vessel concerns

Alyeska Pipeline’s program for using fishing 
vessels in oil-spill responses is worth keeping, but 
could use some changes, such as more training, better 
communication, and higher pay.

Those are some of the key issues identified in 
December 2005 during a council-sponsored meeting 
of captains of vessels that participate in the program.  
Under the program, Alyeska keeps some 350 vessels 
under contract for oil-spill response in Prince William 
Sound, Cook Inlet and the Gulf of Alaska.  The program 
includes training drills to keep the vessels and their 
crews ready to respond quickly and effectively.

The ten captains participating in the meeting were 
promised anonymity so they could speak freely.

Among the key issues identified:
• Future of the program:  Participants did not want 

to see the program end but were concerned about the 
attrition of the fishing vessel fleet.  Recruiting new 

• REORG: Departure triggers staff changes
One of the citizens’ council’s best-known and 

longest-tenured employees has left for a new job.
Marilyn Leland, who had been on the council 

staff since 1992, started May 1 as executive director 
of the Anchorage-based Alaska Power Association, 
an umbrella organization representing the state’s 
electric utilities.

She spent her first three years on the council staff 
as special projects coordinator.  During that time, she 
was “on loan” to the Coast Guard in Washington, D.C.  
There, she was instrumental in developing regulations 
to implement the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, passed in 
response to the Exxon Valdez oil spill of 1989.

Leland was promoted to deputy director of the 
council in 1994 and served in that post until she 
accepted the new job.

Before joining the staff in 1992, she had repre-
sented Cordova District Fishermen United on the 

Backed up by a recommendation from its Scien-
tific Advisory Committee, the citizens’ council board 
is considering whether to call for a total ban on the 
use of chemical dispersants on oil spills in Prince 
William Sound.

Until now, the council position has been that 
the primary response tactic for oil spills should be 
mechanical recovery with booms and skimmers, with 
dispersants to be used only as a last resort.

That would change to outright opposition to all 
dispersant use under a new position drafted for the 
board’s consideration at its May meeting in Valdez.

In theory, chemical dispersants do as their name 
implies:  they disperse surface oil into the water 
column, thereby diluting it, preventing it from foul-
ing shorelines, and speeding up the process by which 
bacterial action renders it harmless.

The reality is quite different, according to the 
council’s Scientific Advisory Committee.

“Chemical dispersants have not been demon-
strated to be effective in our region, nor have they 
been shown to be non-toxic; especially as crude 
oil/dispersant mixtures,” the proposed position states.  
“Based upon present knowledge, the council believes 
mechanical recovery, and containment of crude oil 
spilled at sea should be the primary methodology 
employed in Prince William Sound and dispersants 

should not be considered.”
The proposed ban comes after years of council-

sponsored research into dispersants, and on the heels of 
a report called “Stability and Resurfacing of Dispersed 
Oil,” by Dr. Merv Fingas, a Canadian scientist and 
world-renowned authority on dispersants.

Dispersants require a considerable level of wave 
activity in order to work.  Resurfacing refers to the 
fact that, if the waves subside, the oil may un-disperse 
and return to the surface in an oil-dispersant mixture 
even harder to clean up than untreated oil.

After reviewing and analyzing the Fingas report, 
the science committee concluded that resurfacing “has 
not been well-defined or studied.  A common argument 
for the use of chemical dispersants is to keep oil off 
of environmentally sensitive areas.  However, due 
to the potential of resurfacing, impacts cannot be so 
well defined.  Oil may simply resurface and impact 
another environmentally sensitive area.”

“No experimental or sea-trial evidence exists 
that indicates the common dispersants stockpiled in 
Alaska will be very effective in combating Alaska 
North Slope crude oil spilled in Prince William 
Sound,” the committee said in its summary of the 
Fingas report.

Fingas’s report is available on the council website 
at www.pwsrcac.org/docs/d0026200.pdf.
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Is it time to prohibit dispersants in Sound? Grounding produces new 
calls for Cook Inlet tugs

BEACHED — February’s grounding of the 
tanker Seabulk Pride at Nikiski has renewed 
an old debate:  Should Cook Inlet have tugs to 
assist with oil-industry operations, as is the case 
in Prince  William Sound?  See story, page 5.  
Photo courtesy of Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

After 14 years, Marilyn Leland is moving on

WAVING GOODBYE – Marilyn Leland, who has been 
involved with the citizens’ council since its earliest 
days, has taken a new job as executive director of 
the Alaska Power Association.  Photo by Stan Jones, 
citizens’ council.
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By SUSAN SOMMER
Project Manager

The council’s committee volunteers aren’t just 
nice folks who like supporting a good cause—they 
are real experts in their fields. 

John LeClair, who’s been volunteering on the 
Oil Spill Prevention and Response Committee for 
about a year, is a prime example.

He is response manager for Alaska Chadux 
(pronounced cha’ dhoo) Corp., an Anchorage-based 
oil spill removal organization. His job: organization, 
direction and control of the company’s operations, 
logistical support, training and planning, and equip-
ment maintenance. The company has been in business 
since 1993; John joined in 2001. 

He came to Alaska in 1981 from the Pacific 
Northwest to work as a smokejumper in the Bureau 
of Land Management’s firefighting operations. For 
several years, he worked in wildfire mitigation around 
Alaska in various incident command system roles, 
leading teams of responders. For the last nine years 
before starting at Chadux, John served as State Fire 
Management Officer for the Kenai Peninsula and 
Kodiak Island. He also served as logistics section 
chief on incident management teams for major floods 
on the Kenai Peninsula and in northern Alaska and 
filled that same role during the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. He has a degree from the University of Alaska 
Anchorage in fire science administration. With so 
much experience, leadership during a crisis comes 
naturally to John.

Alaska Chadux Corp. is called out four to five 
times per year for spills. The staff spends the rest of 

the time training and making sure they are prepared 
to act at a moment’s notice. “Chadux” comes from 
an Aleut word that originally meant “rendered sea 
mammal oil.”  The term evolved to describe fuel and 
today refers to oil.

John brings his years of incident management 

experience to each meeting of OSPR, as the committee 
is known, and is eager to act if asked. He says, “I like 
to see action items given to committee members” who 
are willing and able to spend time researching issues, 
drafting letters, making phone calls, or anything else 
that would further the committee’s goals. 

OSPR focuses on reducing the size and frequency 
of oil spills, as well as reducing the harm they cause. 
Members review oil spill prevention and response 
plans; monitor state and federal laws and regula-
tions; monitor and participate in oil spill drills; and 
investigate developments in prevention, containment, 
response, and cleanup technology.

Field work associated with the OSPR Committee 
appeals to John. “I really enjoyed going to Cordova 
with Roy for a drill,” he says.

‘Roy’ is Roy Robertson, the council’s drill 
monitor. “Because of his experience, John gives good 
feedback,” Roy says. “He has a good relationship 
with the responders and is well-respected.”

John has always liked exploring new territory. 
He worked summers for BLM during his early years 
in Alaska, and spent the winters traveling around 
Southeast Asia and South America. Now, he and 
his wife and daughter like to see Alaska via cross-
country skis. Summertime finds the family setting 
up their tent along Alaska’s trails, and when home in 
Anchorage, tending their vegetable garden.

It might just be John’s friendly, easy-going 
manner that makes him such a good leader, especially 
when supported by so much hands-on experience. 
The council is fortunate to have such a capable 
volunteer.

Volunteer Profile

Experience and enthusiasm: OSPR’s John LeClair

Besides serving on the OSPR committee, John 
LeClair enjoys canoeing with his daughter, Aubrey, 
shown above during a trip to Utah.  Photo courtesy 
of John LeClair.

Bill Abbott, until recently the port 
director and harbormaster in Homer, has 
accepted a council position as maritime 
operations project manager.  He is to 
start June 1.

The job entails oversight of oil 
tankers and vessel traffic systems at 
the Alyeska terminal in Valdez and in 
Prince William Sound.  He replaces 
Rhonda Williams, who resigned the 
position in January.

Abbott has extensive experience 
in both marine operations and oil-spill 
response.  He is a licensed master for 
vessels up to 1600 gross tons.  He was 
a skimmer supervisor and oil spill 
response technician with an Alyeska 

contractor in Valdez from 1993-1999, 
and, in the early 1990s, worked for 
another Alyeska contractor providing 
maintenance, operation and training 
for oil spill containment and clean-up 
equipment.

During the response to the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill of 1989, he was vessel 
manager and surveyor for Exxon and 
one of its contractors.

Also in Valdez, Dan Gilson has 
taken the post of project manager for 
oil spill response operations.  The job 
became vacant in December with the 
resignation of Tony Parkin.  Previously, 
Gilson was a project manager assistant 
in the council’s Valdez office.

LELAND:  New job in power industry for council veteran
council board.

“Her years of service will never 
be forgotten and her expertise will be 
greatly missed,” said John Devens, 
executive director of the council.  
“We wish her the best in her new 
endeavor.”

The transition was an emotional 
event for Leland.

“It will be hard to leave,” she said.  
“I’ve seen the council go from merely 
an idea when I was still in Cordova 
after the oil spill to what it is today, an 
organization that’s making a difference 
in the safety of oil transportation.  I’m 
grateful for the experiences it has given 
me and proud of the role I played.”

Upon Leland’s departure, Devens 

reorganized the council staff, eliminat-
ing the deputy director position and 
creating three new director positions.

Donna Schantz, who had been 
working as program coordinator in the 
council’s Valdez office, was promoted 
to Director of Programs and will oversee 
the work of the council’s project manag-

ers.  She joined the staff in 1999.
Lisa Ka’aihue, who had been 

working as a project manager in the 
Anchorage office, was promoted to 
Director of Administration.  She will 
oversee the administrative staff and 
manage the council’s administrative 
functions while retaining her previous 

responsibility for the organization’s 
invasive species project.  She has been 
on the staff since 1993.

Ka’aihue’s former post as environ-
mental monitoring project manager will 
be taken by Joe Banta, the council’s 
longtime project manager for Oil Spill 
Response Planning, and a replacement 
will be recruited for the post he is 
vacating.

Stan Jones, who had been working 
as public information manager in the 
Anchorage office, was promoted to 
Director of External Affairs.  He will 
take on federal government relations, 
which had been handled by Leland, and 
retain his previous responsibilities for 
public information, Coast Guard recer-
tification, and state legislative affairs.  
He joined the staff in 1997.

Continued from Page 1

Lisa Ka’aihue Donna Schantz Stan Jones

Former harbormaster will join staff
Working the Halls
Executive Director John 

Devens, shown here with 
House Speaker John 

Harris, R-Valdez, visited 
Juneau in early March 

to meet with legislators 
and discuss council 
concerns, primarily 

adequate funding for the 
state’s oil-spill prevention 
and response programs.  
The Legislature’s regular 
session adjourns May 9.

Photo by Stan Jones 
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BP’s recent series of spills and leaks at Prudhoe 
Bay should throw a good scare into anyone concerned 
about the integrity of the pipelines that carry millions 
of barrels of toxic crude oil across our state.

As the Observer went to press, three BP pipeline 
ruptures had been reported since the beginning of 
March.

The first, reported to have spilled more than 
200,000 gallons of crude oil, was the most serious 
of the three.  It came to light in early March when a 
worker smelled oil while driving past the site.  Like 
the other incidents, it is still under investigation by 
BP and its government regulators.  Nevertheless, 
some worrisome facts and troubling questions have 
already emerged about how one of the world’s big-
gest oil companies has been conducting itself on the 
North Slope:

• The spill was caused by corrosion in a 34-inch 
oil transit line and the site of the leak was not the 
only trouble spot.  Other locations tested after the 
spill showed significant thinning due to corrosion.  In 
one spot, the pipe wall was only 0.04” thick, thinner 
than a dime.  Corrosion is a well-known problem in 
the oil business, raising the question of how BP and 
its regulators could have let it go so far in the case 
of this 30-year-old line.

• It appears BP may have used an emulsion 
breaker – a chemical to separate oil and water – that 
actually accelerated corrosion in the line, another 
mystifying lapse.

• One important measure for preventing pipeline 
corrosion is ‘smart-pigging,’ which involves sending a 
heavily instrumented torpedo-shaped device through 
the line to check its condition.  The line that leaked 
hadn’t been smart-pigged since 1998, although BP’s 
own maintenance and management plan filed with 
the Alaska Department of Environmental Protection 
suggested smart-pigging would occur every five 
years.  The long delay in pigging the line that failed 
has not been explained.

• Another technique for checking pipe condition 

is the use of ultrasound, which is conducted from 
outside the pipe and provides a picture of the inside.  
Some 139 locations on the pipe had been inspected 
ultrasonically in recent years, according to BP.  The 
caribou crossing where the spill occurred was not 
among them, also still unexplained as the Observer 
went to press.

All of this seems to point up an important lesson:  
Rust never sleeps, and neither does complacency.  
Though the matter is still under investigation, 
what’s known so far certainly suggests BP and its 
regulators were lax in monitoring the condition of 
this pipeline.

As a result, BP may face serious repercussions, 
including a criminal investigation by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency, an inquiry by 
members of Congress, a state fine of as much as $2.1 
million, and increased regulation of lines of the type 
involved in the leak.

In addition, federal officials have asked if the 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline System to Valdez could be at 
risk from the same problems that caused the North 
Slope leak.

And that, to an extent, is where we come in.  We 
don’t oversee operations on the North Slope or along 
the 800 miles of the trans-Alaska pipeline, but we 
do pay close attention to every facet of operations at 
Alyeska Pipeline’s tanker terminal in Valdez, which 
has its own system of pipes for moving oil.

As best we can determine, corrosion control is 
being handled pretty well there.  In 2004, we hired 
our own expert consultant to review the situation at 
the terminal.  His conclusion was that Alyeska was 
doing a good job of monitoring and responding to 
corrosion at the facility.

Even in Valdez, however, the council has con-
cerns.  Alyeska recently proposed doubling the time 
between inspections – from 10 years to 20 – of the 
14 giant tanks that store oil arriving at the terminal 
until it can be loaded on tankers.  These tanks are 30 
years old, and the council doesn’t believe relaxing 

inspection require-
ments makes sense.  
We have opposed the 
proposal before the 
state Department of 
Environmental Con-
servation.

Which points 
to what we see as 
another lesson of the 
North Slope spill:  
Citizen oversight is a 
valuable and power-
ful tool for making sure that the oil industry and its 
regulators are careful about everything they do.

Our group is purely advisory, with no power to 
promulgate a regulation, issue a compliance order, 
write up a notice of violation, or impose a fine.

But we can do two things.
One is to conduct our own independent reviews 

of technical issues attendant on operation of the oil 
terminal in Valdez and the tankers that use it.  Our cor-
rosion study at the Valdez terminal is an example.

The other thing we can do is to speak out when 
we find something worrisome going on, as we just 
did in Valdez over the tank-inspection issue, and have 
done on many other issues over the years.

While we would never claim all the credit, it 
is a fact that strings of mishaps like the BP leaks 
and spills at Prudhoe are virtually unheard-of at the 
Alyeska terminal we oversee.  Certainly, the terminal 
has never seen a pipeline spill approaching BP’s 
200,000-gallon leak on the North Slope.  We can’t 
help believing that no BP pipeline would ever have 
been allowed to rust through and spill so much oil if 
a vigorous citizens’ council had been looking over 
the company’s shoulder at Prudhoe Bay.

• John Devens is executive director of the 
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory 
Council.

From the Executive Director

BP spill proves rust and complacency never sleep

John Devens

CAPTAINS: Fishing vessel program undergoes review
vessels into the program and training 
additional crews would help strengthen 
the program, they felt.  

• Communication:  Participants 
wanted better communication with 
Alyeska’s Ship Escort/Response Vessel 
System (or SERVS), which runs the 
program.  They felt Alyeska’s com-
munity-based fishing vessel program 
administrators, who work under con-
tract, were doing an excellent job but the 
fishermen still wanted more direct com-
munication with SERVS.  A newsletter 
on training opportunities, exercises and 
other program activities would be help-
ful, according to participants.  

• Compensation:  The fishermen 
wanted more money for their services, 
citing increased costs for such things as 
moorage, insurance, maintenance, and 
crew wages. SERVS contract rates for 
the fishing vessels have not changed in 
ten years, according to the fishermen.

• Training: Participants wanted 
more training opportunities, noting that 
the number of exercises has decreased 
over the years.  They suggested a video 
be developed for crews to take refresher 
training as time permits.

• Mobilization: This refers to how 
quickly vessels can be brought into 
action after a spill is reported.  Mobiliza-
tion problems that need to be addressed 
included out-of-the-area vessel owners 
and crews; snow; ice; and tides, accord-
ing the participants.

• Clear rules:  SERVS needs to 
clarify and enforce requirements for 

participation.  For example, participants 
felt that either all vessels should be 
allowed to have deck houses or reels, 
or all vessels should be required to 
have clean decks.  Vessel inspections 
were seen as a good tool for  consistent 
application of the rules.

Participants felt the meeting was 
beneficial and recommended it be held 

annually.  They praised the citizens’ 
council and the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation for their 
part in it.

Roy Robertson, the council pro-
gram manager who helped arrange and 
conduct the meeting, said a report on 
the findings will be sent to Alyeska in 
hopes of resolving some of the captains’ 
concerns.  The council has already 
discussed the meeting with Alyeska 
and some issues have already been 
addressed.  For example, this year’s 
spring training exercises included the 
vessel inspections recommended by the 
captains, Robertson said.

Continued from Page 1

IMPORTANT ROLE:  Fishing vessels will play a critical part in the response if there’s 
another major oil spill in Prince William Sound. These vessels are participating in 
training exercises near Homer in April.  Photo by Roy Robertson, citizens’ council.

Council Meeting 
Schedule

The citizens’ council board of 
directors meets three times 

annually.  Here is the tentative 
schedule for the coming year:

Sept. 18-19, 2006: Homer
Jan. 25-26, 2007: Anchorage

May 3-4, 2007: Valdez
For more information, visit the 

council’s Internet site,
www.pwsrcac.org
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The Valdez Marine Terminal oil storage capacity 
has been the subject of many questions lately.  It is 
an appropriate subject and we would like to share 
some information.

In December 2005 the 15 billionth barrel of 
North Slope oil entered the Trans-Alaska Pipeline 
System.  This system accounts for approximately 17 
percent of the nation’s domestic  oil production.

While our facilities were sized to move 2 million 
barrels of oil per day, we are currently averaging 
a throughput of less than 900,000 barrels per day. 
During the height of production – 2.1 million bar-
rels per day – we used 18 tanks at the terminal for 
crude oil storage. Each tank is capable of storing 
half a million barrels of oil, for a total capacity of 
9 million barrels.  This provided approximately 4.5 
days of storage if no tankers were loading.

Today we are operating with 14 storage tanks 
in service. If we assume no tankers loading and a 
daily throughput of 900,000 barrels, the terminal 
has almost eight days of storage.

Daily throughput of the oil is managed by 
Alyeska’s Oil Movements Department. This group 
has a thorough set of management policies and 
procedures to coordinate the incoming oil at Pump 

Station 1, regulate the flow down the line, direct the 
loading and storage at the terminal, and direct the 
continuous coordination with North Slope producers 
and the marine transportation of the oil. Weather 
is a factor in this system, both on the producers’ 
side on the North Slope and on our side in Prince 
William Sound.  Winds in the Port of Valdez and 
weather systems at Hinchinbrook Entrance may 
cause temporary suspension of loading or tanker 
transits, or both. However, weather has never caused 
a prolonged shutdown of the system.

Since September 2004 the terminal has been 
operating with 14 crude oil storage tanks. We had one 
North Slope production slowdown (called proration) 
due to weather.  North Slope production was slowed 
for approximately 12 hours with a deferral of about 
90,000 barrels. Since September 2004, we have 
had six crude oil inventory spikes above 75 percent 
and two above 90 percent. None of these affected 
supply deliveries to the West Coast, though they did 
require Alyeska personnel to manage operational 
adjustments throughout the system.

Since operations began nearly 30 years ago, the 
longest shutdown of TAPS occurred in November 
2002 when a magnitude 7.9 earthquake caused us 

to be down for 66 
hours. 

T h e  T r a n s -
Alaska  P ipe l ine 
System is a remark-
able operation, run 
by dedicated and 
professional staff. 
We are proud of 
our delivery system 
and believe right-
sizing the footprint 
commensurate with 
declining throughput 
is a responsible way 
to run the business 
efficiently.  In the end these efforts help extend 
the life of the system, thereby preserving Alaskan 
interests and furthering the economic security of the 
nation.  We will continue to operate with sufficient 
capacity to manage our commitments to safe, reliable 
transportation of Alaska North Slope crude oil.

• Kevin Hostler is president and chief executive 
officer of Alyeska Pipeline Service Company.

Alyeska Viewpoint

Terminal storage capacity is sized for pipeline flow

Kevin Hostler

By SUSAN SOMMER
Project Manager

Michelle Hahn O’Leary is proof 
you don’t need a high-level science 
degree to volunteer on the council’s 
Scientific Advisory Committee. 

Being surrounded by Ph.D.s at 
meetings of SAC, as the committee 
is known, didn’t bother this longtime 
Alaskan. She knows that her voice, as 
well as others like her whose authority 
stems from a love of the natural world 
and living richly by the earth’s offer-
ings, is a valuable piece of the process 
that helps protect Prince William Sound 
from oil spills.

But that voice is leaving SAC.  
Michelle, a Cordova resident since 1974, 
recently resigned from the committee 
she first joined in the early 1990s.  She 
was also instrumental in helping form 
the citizens’ council and spent several 
years on the board of directors.

In her recent farewell to the com-
mittee, Michelle wrote, “The SAC 
members have been a part of that voice 
and we speak not for ourselves, but 
for those who speak a language that 
is seldom heard. As scientists, you are 
the echo of that language. If you look 
beneath every project we have worked 
on you will see that a respect, steward-
ship and love for life is the motivating 
force. That is the reason so much has 
been accomplished; the work has been 
done not just from the head but from 
the heart.”

“Michelle may not be a science 
type,” says Dr. Peter Armato, fellow 
volunteer on SAC, “but she gave us a 
perspective that helped us walk in two 
worlds. One is humanity, the other sci-
ence. Sometimes we become bogged 
down in science and fail to see the human 
component of our actions. Michelle has 
always provided that insight, which I 
believe helped us steer the best course 
we could.”

The simple life appeals to Michelle. 
Beachcombing is one of her favorite 
pastimes, and was one reason she moved 
to coastal Alaska from Oregon. Glass 
balls, bones, skulls, and shells adorn 
her office and home. 

The chief motivation for her move 
north, though, was the unshakable feel-
ing that she’d lived here in a past life. 
Once grown, she perused a map, noted 
how much coastline Montague Island 
had, packed her bags, and took off for 
Cordova, the closest community.

Michelle  appreciates what nature 
offers in Cordova’s gemlike coastal 
setting, whether it’s finding treasures 
along the tide line, ice-skating to the 
toe of a glacier, bird watching, down-
hill skiing, or hiking and hunting with 
husband Michael and dog Pepper in 
Prince William Sound.

Volunteering for the council, then, 
was a natural extension of Michelle’s 
belief in safeguarding these natural 
resources. 

When the herring fishery was shut 
down after the Exxon Valdez oil spill, 

she and her husband, like other com-
mercial fishermen and residents of 
the sound, felt the economic impacts. 
But more important than that loss to 
Michelle was the feeling of being left 
out of the decision-making process. For 
eight years afterward, she represented 
the Cordova District Fishermen United 
on the council’s board and served on 
many committees including the execu-
tive committee.

After the spill, “people were com-
pletely left out,” says Michelle. Working 
with the committee on the council’s 
community impacts planning guide-
book Coping with Technological Disas-
ters helped rectify that omission.

“I appreciate that project and what 
it has the potential to do,” she says. “In 
fact, I’m fascinated by all the projects 
SAC does. LTEMP (the long-term 
environmental monitoring program) 
isn’t glamorous, but it’s necessary. 
Dispersants research is invaluable.”

“Think with your heart as well as 
your head,” she councils future com-
mittee members. She followed her own 

advice. Whenever the going got tough 
as a board member, she just kept think-
ing, “I’m doing this for the birds, I’m 
doing this for the fish.” A commercial 
fisherman for 32 years, Michelle finds 
the natural world a huge motivator 
behind her desire to volunteer. Fishing 
herring “for six weeks, spending every 
single day out there interacting with the 
environment—it’s about so much more 
than monetary gain.” 

Michelle has lots of commercial 
fishing experience, including gillnet-
ting in Bristol Bay, and herring seining 
in Prince William Sound and Togiak. 
She and Michael now focus on salmon 
gillnetting in Bristol Bay and on the 
Copper River Flats. 

To supplement her fishing income, 
Michelle works full-time for six months 
each year in Cordova’s Legislative 
Information Office.

She’s also a ski patrol volunteer in 
Cordova, which meshes nicely with her 
husband’s job as avalanche consultant 
for the local electric co-op and for the 
state’s highways.

Cordova’s strong sense of com-
munity suits Michelle. “We voted three 
times to not get our mail delivered,” she 
says, “because we all get to meet each 
other at the post office.”

The town’s outdoor recreation 
opportunities keep her busy too. “We 
have beautiful mountains you can 
climb that fall straight down into the 
sea. There’s boating, hunting, fishing. 
Cordova is at the end of the northern 
rain forest with big spruce and hemlock 
trees. And we have the Copper River 
Delta, one of the largest shorebird 
stopovers and waterfowl nesting areas 
in the northern hemisphere.”

She’ll keep volunteering, even 
though her tenure with the council 
has ended. “We have such an amazing 
lifestyle here in Alaska. I always end up 
getting a lot more than I give.”

Volunteer brought heart and head to work on council

Michelle Hahn O’Leary, a 
council volunteer for well 
over a decade, “gave us a 
perspective that helped us 
walk in two worlds,” says a 
scientist who worked with 
her on the Scientific Advisory 
Committee.  “One is humanity, 
the other science.”  She’s 
shown here with Pepper.

Photo courtesy of Michelle Hahn 
O’Leary.
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Accumulation of Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons 
by Neocalanus Copepods in Port Valdez, Alaska.  
MG Carls, JW Short, J Payne, M Larsen, J 
Lunasin, Larry Holland, SD Rice, 8/1/2005.  
956.431.050801.CopepedRpt.pdf

An overview report of SERC research activities in 
Alaska listing presentations, reports, publications, 
other uses and leveraged funding associated 
with PWSRCAC-sponsored research.  Gregory 
M. Ruiz and Anson H. Hines, 11/20/2005.  
952.431.051120.SERCresearch.pdf

Ballast Water Exchange: Efficacy of treating ships’ 
ballast water to reduce marine species transfers 
and invasion success.  G. Ruiz, K. Murphy, 
E. Verling, G. Smith, S. Chaves and A. Hines, 
11/10/2005.  952.431.051110.BWE and NIS.pdf

Community Oil Spill Response Forum Final Report 
(from meeting held on January 14, 2005).  Nuka 
Research and Planning Group, 10/17/2005.  
659.431.051017.OSROForumRpt.pdf

ConocoPhillips Response Activation and Support 
Tabletop Drill - June 7, 2005 - June 8, 2005.  
Roy Robertson, 6/8/2005.  752.431.050608.
CPRspActSup.pdf

Current Buster and Boom-Vane Exercise.  Roy 
Robertson, 5/13/2005.  752.431.050513.CB and 
BoomVane.doc

December 15, 2005 Prince William Sound Tug Fleet 
Workshop Summary.  Susan Harvey, 2/23/2006.  
801.431.060223.SHtugFleetWS.pdf

Eleanor Island/ Northwest Bay Operational Readiness 
Exercise, March.  Roy Robertson, 5/16/2005.  
752.431.050316.EleanIsNWbay.doc

Final report for the 2005 Marine Firefighting Symposium 
in Valdez.  Capt. Jeff Johnson and Capt John 
Taylor, 5/1/2005.  805.431.050501.05FinalReprt.
doc

Gold Creek Onshore Exercise - June 30, 2005, 
Equipment Deployment Report.  Roy Robertson, 
6/30/2005.  752.431.050630.GoldCrkOS.pdf

Hydrocarbon Biodegradation in the Ballast Water 
Treatment Facility, Alyeska Marine Terminal.  
James Payne, 5/2/2005.  503.431.050502.
PECIMcrblRpt.pdf

Literature Review of the Variation of Dispersant 
Effectiveness with Salinity.  Merv Fingas, 
6/7/2005.  955.431.041201.SalinityPWS.pdf

No Notice Krystal Sea Call Out Drill.  Roy Robertson, 
8/12/2005.  752.431.050812.NoNotKSCall.pdf

Port Valdez Dispersant Exercise, September.  Roy 
Robertson, 9/13/2005.  752.431.050913.
PtVldzDispExer.pdf

Port Valdez TransRec Skimmer Exercise - June 
16, 2005, Equipment Deployment Report.  
Roy Robertson, 6/16/2005.  752.431.050616.
PtVldTRskim.pdf

Poster presented at the Marine Science Symposium 
in Anchorage, Alaska: From Tankers to Tissues 
- Tracking the Degradation and Fate of Oil 
Discharges in Port Valdez, Alaska.  Payne, 
Driskell, Braddock, Bailey, Short, Ka’aihue, 
and Kuckertz, 1/23/2006.  503.107.060123.
TkrTissPostr.pdf

Prince William Sound RCAC Long-Term 
Environmental Monitoring Report for 2003-
2004.  James R. Payne, Ph.D., William B. 
Driskell, Jeffrey W. Short, Ph.D., 4/18/2005.  
951.431.050418.AnnualLT2004.pdf

Research Projects Catalog 2005 for the Prince William 
Sound / Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Area.  Linda 
Swiss, Project Manager Assistant, 7/21/2005.  
653.431.050721.ProjCat2005.pdf

Review of the Emulsification Tendencies and Long-
term Petroleum Trends of Alaska North Slope 
(ANS) Oils, and, White Paper on Emulsification 
of ANS Crude Oil Spilled in Valdez.  Merv Fingas, 
8/1/2005.  600.431.050801.MFtrendsANSC.pdf

S/R BAYTOWN Emergency Towing Exercise - 
July 20, 2005.  Rhonda Williams , 7/20/2005.  
752.431.050720.SRBaytwnTow.pdf

Scientific Advisory Committee summary of 
the Accumulation of Polycyclic Aromatic 
Hydrocarbons by Neocalanus Copepods in 
Port Valdez, Alaska.  Scientific Advisory 
Committee (SAC), 8/17/2005.  956.431.050817.
SAConCopepod.doc

Seal Rocks Open Water Deployment.  Roy Robertson, 
8/23/2005.  752.431.050823.SealRockOpWt.
pdf

SERVS 2005 Fishing Vessel Training Program - 
March 28 through May 5, 2005.  Roy Robertson, 
5/5/2005.  752.431.050505.SERVSfvTrn.pdf

SERVS Fall 2005 Fishing Vessel Training Program 
October 4-7, 2005.  Roy Robertson, 10/4/2005.  
752.431.051004.SERVSFallFV.pdf

SERVS operational Readiness Exercise, Cordova 
and Port Gravina.  Dan Gilson, 3/15/2006.  
752.431.060315.SERVSNSexcPG.pdf

Survey of Tank Facilities for Testing Oil Spill 
Dispersants.  Merv Fingas, 5/1/2005.  
955.431.050501.TestTankSrvy.doc

Telecommunications Review within Prince William 
Sound.  Stephen Hall, 5/12/2005.  700.431.050512.
TelecomsRpt.pdf

The Profitability and Economic Viability of Alaska 
North Slope and Associated Pipeline Operations.  
Richard Fineberg, 6/2/2005.  451.431.050602.
ANSProfitRpt.pdf

A tanker design improvement mandated after the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill demonstrated its worth early 
this year in Cook Inlet.

Just before dawn on Feb. 2, heavy, tide-driven ice 
floes pushed the tanker Seabulk Pride away from the 
loading dock at Tesoro’s Nikiski refinery and drove 
it onto a nearby beach.  The vessel went through two 
full tidal cycles before being refloated and pulled clear 
about 24 hours later.

Despite the impact and the long night on the beach, 
none of the 116,000 barrels of refined products on 
board leaked out during the grounding.

Those involved in responding to the incident credit 
that to the fact that the Seabulk Pride has a double hull, 
as required by the federal Oil Pollution Act of 1990.  
The act, passed in response to the 1989 Exxon spill, 
bans single-hull tankers from U.S. waters after 2015.  
They are already being phased out, and, today, nearly 
all tankers in Alaska waters have double hulls.

A double-hull tanker has two hulls separated by 
several feet of space.  Only the outer hull is in contact 
with the sea, and only the inner hull is in contact with 
the toxic cargo.  If such a tanker goes aground and 
the outer hull is penetrated, the buffer of empty space 
means that, in most cases, the inner hull is untouched 
and no oil is spilled.

The Seabulk Pride did sustain some small cracks 
in its outer hull while on the Nikiski beach, but the 
inner hull remained intact.  An official at the American 
Bureau of Shipping said the cracks probably would 
have produced at least some seepage of crude oil if 
the vessel had had a single hull.

The incident prompted the Coast Guard to stiffen 
the rules for vessels operating in and out of Nikiski 
during winter conditions combining heavy ice and 
fast tidal currents.

It also triggered renewed calls for tugs in Cook 
Inlet by the citizens’ councils for Cook Inlet and 
Prince William Sound, among others.  Though a 
comprehensive escort system was established in 
Prince William Sound after the Exxon spill, Cook 
Inlet is still without tugs, despite repeated calls for 
them over the years.

After the Seabulk Pride was refloated, it was taken 

to Kachemak Bay for inspection and temporary repairs 
before being moved to the West Coast for permanent 
repairs.  That has raised concerns in Homer, where 
the city council held a panel discussion on the subject 
in early April.

“Apparently, we are now designated as a port of 
refuge,” James Hornaday, Homer mayor, told the press.  
“The idea is to try and find out what that means.”

TWO HULLS – The Tesoro tanker Seabulk Pride grounded on a Cook Inlet beach near Nikiski early on the 
morning of Feb. 2.  It was pulled off the next morning, without leaking any oil through its double hull.  The 
incident has triggered fresh calls for tugs to assist with oil operations in Cook Inlet.  Photo by Tim Robertson.

Nikiski grounding proves two hulls better than one

Single copies of most documents produced or received 
by the citizens’ council are available free to the public.  
To make a request, contact either council office.  
Addresses appear on the back page of the Observer.

REPORTS

Council documents are available free to the public

Continued on next page
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1/25/2006.  955.105.060125.MMSansTests.pdf
A letter to State of Alaska representatives and senators 

requesting their support of Governor Murkowski’s 
proposal for a general fund appropriation of 
$725,000 for the Division of Spill Prevention and 
Response (SPAR) within the Alaska Department 
of Environmental Conservation.  This letter was 
sent at the direction of the Legislative Affairs 
Committee (LAC).  A copy of the letter was 
also mailed to Larry Dietrick, Director of SPAR, 
1/11/2006.  270.105.060111.470FundAKleg.pdf

Letter supporting the nomination of Stan Stephens 
for Coastal Living Magazine’s person most 
committed to protecting and maintaining the 
health of coastal waters and shorelines, to 
Sarah Brueggerman, Coastal Living Magazine, 
12/13/2005.  210.105.051213.SSCoastalMag.
doc

Public records request for data that would allow 
PWSRCAC to observe the trends associated 
with ballast water discharge at the VMT, to Betty 
Schorr, ADEC, 12/7/2005.  557.105.051207.
DECfoiaBWAff.doc105

Comments on the proposed changes to 18 AAC 75 
Alaska’s Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution 
Control Regulations: Phase II Oil Spill Prevention, 
Draft Regulations (9/28/05), to Mr. Craig 
Wilson, ADEC, 11/23/2005.  600.105.051123.
CPRCmts2ADEC.doc

Letter expressing PWSRCAC’s interest in sending 
an observer (Dr. Jim Payne) to the December 
Ohmsett experiments to determine the viscosity 
limit for the effective application of chemical 
dispersants to realistic emulsions, to Joseph 
Mullin, U.S. MMS, 11/21/2005.  955.105.051121.
Payne2Ohmsett.doc

A letter  submitting comments on the draft 
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the 
Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP).  
The comments express concerns about the 
effects of a number of changes to ACMP over 
the last few years and how those changes may 
reduce the ability of citizens to participate in 
reviews of oil and gas projects in Prince William 
Sound, to Helen Bass, Environmental Protection 
Specialist, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, 11/1/2005.  600.105.051101.
ACMPeisCmnts.pdf

A letter to the Commandant thanking him for meeting 
with the PWSRCAC delegation in Washington, 
DC in October 2005 and for the interest he and 
his officers showed in listening to the concerns 
about the commitment of resources to conducting 
a second risk assessment in Prince William Sound, 
to Admiral Thomas H. Collins, Commandant, 
U.S. Coast Guard, 10/28/2005.  440.105.051028.
ADMCollinsDC.pdf

A letter expressing appreciation for the opportunity 
to be included int he NOAA/Coastal Response 
Research Center Workshop: “Research and 
Development for Making Decisions Regarding 
Dispersing Oil” which was attended by 
PWSRCAC director, Dr. John French.  The 
letter also states that PWSRCAC is open to 
joint wave tank testing, to Dr. Nancy E. Kinner 
and Dr. Carol-Ann Manon, Coastal Response 
Research Center, 10/28/2005.  955.105.051028.
CRRCdisprsnt.pdf

A letter thanking Congressman Don Young for meeting 
with the PWSRCAC delegation in October 2005 
and for his support in maintaining the current 
escort vessel system in Prince William Sound, to 
Hon. Don Young, U.S. House of Representatives, 
10/28/2005.  440.105.051028.YoungDCtrip.pdf

A letter to Senator Lisa Murkowski thanking her 
for meeting with the PWSRCAC delegation 
in Washington, DC in October 2005 and for 
her continued support of the escort vessel 
system in Prince William Sound, 10/28/2005.  
440.105.051028.LMurkowskiDC.pdf

Letter regarding the revised PWSRCAC recertification 

schedule, and formally adopting that schedule, to 
Rear Admiral James C Olsen, USCG, 10/25/2005.  
140.105.051025.RecertSched.doc

National Emssion Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants Organic Liquids Distribution (Non-
Gasoline) Docket A-98-13, Estimated Cost to 
Control Hazardous Air Pollution from the Valdez 
Marine Terminal Ballast Water Treatment Facility, 
to Docket and Mr. Jeff KenKnight, U.S. EPA, 
10/12/2005.  557.105.051012.EPAEngAnalys.
doc

Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) National Emissions 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) 
Organic Liquid Distribution (OLD) subpart EEE, 
Applicability Determination for Tank 80 and Tank 
81, to U.S. EPA, 10/7/2005.  503.105.051007.
EPA80sTkDeter.doc

Letter urging JPO to require that Alyeska make the 
needed repairs to TAPS valves 108 and 109, to 
Jerry Brossia, JPO, 9/28/2005.  658.105.050928.
JPOCkV109.doc

A letter referencing the August 8, 2005 PWSRCAC 
letter to BP  regarding planning for its May 
2006 oil spill response drill in Prince William 
Sound and requesting that the drill not exercise 
only security issues, but that it also exercise the 
contingency plan, 9/28/2005.  700.105.050928.
BP06DrilPlan.pdf

Letter from PWSRCAC welcoming John Hozey 
as the new City Manager, and to introduce the 
PWSRCAC to him, to John Hozey, City of Valdez, 
9/23/2005.  100.105.050923.VdzHozyWelcm.
doc

Letter to Alyeska endorsing Mike Meadors for 
the permanent Director of SERVS position, a 
position he currently holds as interim, to Greg 
Jones, Alyeska, 9/22/2005.  400.105.050922.
JonesSERVSMM.doc

Letter to Alyeska requesting they give PWSRCAC a 
copy of the August 16, 2005 memo by Dan Hisey 
that raises concerns about “inadequate staffing, 
deferred maintenance, insufficient funding and 
other problems” that was mentioned in the 
September 17, 2005 Wall Street Journal article, 
to Richard Ranger, Alyeska Pipeline, 9/22/2005.  
400.105.050922.HisyMemoReq.doc

Letter thanking Mr. Kwietniak for his significant 
efforts in supporting the development of the 
Geographic Response Strategy (GRS) in our 
region, to John Kwietniak, Tesoro Petroleum Co, 
9/19/2005.  654.105.050919KwikGRSthk.doc

Cover letter to SERVS forPWSRCAC’s 2004 Annual 
Drill Monitoring Report, to Mike Meadors, 
Alyeska/SERVS, 9/19/2005.  752.105.050919.0
4DMRptCvrLt.doc

Cover letter and proposal for a small grant from the 
Alaska Conservation Foundation in the amount 
of $1,145 to be used for travel support for Dr. 
Johathan Wills to attend the upcoming 8th 
World Wilderness Congress in Anchorage, to 
Pat Pourchot, Alaska Conservation Foundation, 
9/14/2005.  350.105.050914.ACFwillsReq.doc

Letter inviting ATC to commit to joining a joint 
industry, agency and citizens’ working group to 
examine the future of the PWS Tanker Escort 
System, and inviting Anil Mathur to the table at 
PWSRCAC’s September 2005 Board meteing to 
thoroughly discuss the future of the PWS escort 
system, to Anil Mathur, Alaska Tanker Company, 
8/25/2005.  801.105.050825.ATC2brdMTg.doc

Letter inviting ConocoPhillips Marine / Polar Tankers 
Inc. to join a joint industry, agency and citizens’ 
working group to examine the future of the PWS 
Tanker Escort System, and inviting Bob Lindsay 
to PWSRCAC’s September 2005 Board meteing 
to throughly discuss the future of the PWS escort 
system, to Bob Lindsay, ConocoPhillips Marine 
/ Polar Tankers Inc, 8/25/2005.  801.105.050825.
Polar2brdMTg.doc

Towing Exercise: May 20, 2005.  Tony Parkin, 
5/20/2005.  752.431.050520.TowingEx.pdf

Valdez Marine Terminal Equipment Deployment 
October 19, 2005.  Roy Robertson, 10/19/2005.  
752.431.051019.VMTequip.pdf

Valdez Marine Terminal Scenario 3 Drill - May 
10, 2005 Tabletop and Equipment Deployment 
Drill Report.  Roy Robertson, 5/10/2005.  
752.431.050510.VMTsc3drl.pdf

PRESENTATIONS

Council documents offered
(Continued)

Microbial Degradation in Biological Treatment 
Tanks at Valdez Marine Terminal Ballast Water 
Treatment Facility.  Tom Kuckertz, Prince William 
Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council, 
5/12/2005.  557.107.050512.MicrobialRpt.ppt

Tanker escort risk assessments.  Martha Grabowski, 
6/13/2005.  801.107.050613.GRABriskpres.pdf

Dispersant Workshop.  Jacqueline Michel, Ph.D., 
6/27/2005.  955.107.050627.Micheldisp.pdf

Dispersants workshop,  Valdez.  ExxonMobil, 
5/26/2005.  955.107.050526.ExxonDISPwks.
pdf

Microbial Degradation in Biological Treatment 
Tanks at Valdez Marine Terminal Ballast Water 
Treatment Facility.  Tom Kuckertz, Prince William 
Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council, 
4/5/2005.  557.107.050405.AWRAMicrobil.ppt

VMT C-Plan Training Project.  Regional Citizens’ 
Advisory Council, 7/28/2005.  651.107.050728.
VMTcplTraini.pdf

Poster presented at the Marine Science Symposium in 
Anchorage, Alaska, from the report,  “Research 
Projects Catalog 2005 for the Prince William 
Sound / Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Area.”  Joe 
Banta, Project Manager, Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council, 1/23/2006.  
653.107.060123.ProjCatPostr.pdf

A letter nominating Lisa Ka’aihue to serve as a member 
of the Invasive Species Advisory Committee 
(ISAC), to Lori Williams, National Invasive 
Species Council, 4/10/2006.  952.105.060410.
ISACkaaihue.doc

A letter regarding Additional Comments on 
Proposed Changes to 18 AAC 75 Alaska’s Oil 
and Hazardous Substances Pollution Control 
Regulations: Phase II Oil Spill Prevention, Draft 
Regulations (2/1/06), to Craig Wilson, ADEC, 
3/3/2006.  600.105.060303.ADECcprCmts.pdf

A cover letter for the report titled December 15, 
2005 Prince William Sound Tug Fleet Workshop 
Summary.  The letter and report were mailed to 
workshop participants as well as representatives of 
the owner companies, 2/28/2006.  801.105.060228.
TugFleetWksp.pdf

A letter containing PWSRCAC comments on the AK 
Department of Environmental Conservation;s 
(ADEC) proposed changes to Title 18, Chapter 
75 of the Alaska Administrative Code (18 AAC 
75), Alaska’s Oil and Hazardous Substances 
Pollution Control Regulations. These comments 
are submitted in response to ADEC’s February 
1, 2006 request for input on the document 
“Contingency Plan Regulation Project, Phase 2 
Oil Discharge Prevention Regulations Discussion 
Summary and Draft Regulatory Language,”  to 
Craig Wilson, 2/23/2006.  600.105.060223.
CPRcomments.pdf

A letter requesting inclusion of RCAC in the RPG’s 
workboat discussions, 2/9/2006.  700.105.060209.
RPGworkboats.pdf

A letter of thanks for an invitation to PWSRCAC 
to participate in upcoming Alaska crude oil 
dispersant effectiveness experiments by the 
Minerals Management Service (MMS).  The 
letter also expresses concerns regarding past tests, 

LETTERS

Continued on next page
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Letter inviting the U.S. Coast Guard to commit to 
joining a joint industry, agency and citizens’ 
working group to examine the future of the 
PWS Tanker Escort System, and inviting CDR 
Gardiner to the table at PWSRCAC’s September 
2005 Board meteing to thoroughly discuss the 
future of the PWS escort system, to CDR Michael 
Gardiner, USCG, 8/25/2005.  801.105.050825.
USCG2brdMTg.doc

Letter inviting ADEC to commit to joining a joint 
industry, agency and citizens’ working group to 
examine the future of the PWS Tanker Escort 
System, and inviting Kurt Fredriksson to the table 
at PWSRCAC’s September 2005 Board meteing 
to throughly discuss the future of the PWS escort 
system, to Kurt Fredriksson, ADEC, 8/25/2005.  
801.105.050825.ADEC2brdMTg.doc

Letter inviting SeaRiver to commit to joining a joint 
industry, agency and citizens’ working group to 
examine the future of the PWS Tanker Escort 
System, and inviting Tracy Coffey to the table 
at PWSRCAC’s September 2005 Board meteing 
to throughly discuss the future of the PWS escort 
system, to Tracy Coffey, SeaRiver Maritime, 
8/25/2005.  801.105.050825.SeaRvr2brdMTg.
doc

Letter to ADEC in response to Aleyska’s request for 
placing Tank 81 in an indefinite standby status, to 
Luke Boles, ADEC, 8/22/2005.  503.105.050822.
Resp2DECTk81.doc

Additional clarifying comments from PWSRCAC on 
ADEC’s proposed changes to 18 AAC 75 Alaska’s 
Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Control 
Regulation: Phase II Oil Spill Prevetntion.  
CPR, to Craig Wilson, ADEC, 8/17/2005.  
600.105.050817.cprISMcmts.doc

PWSRCAC letter to ADEC regarding planning for its 
May 2006 oil spill response drill in Prince William 
Sound and requesting that the drill not exercise 
only security issues, but that it also exercise the 
contingency plan, to Ed Thompson, BP Shipping, 
8/8/2005.  700.105.050808.BP06DrilPlan.doc

Letter and resolution of support for the Cook 
Inlet RCAC ShoreZone Mapping Proposal 
for the FY2006 Draft Work Plan, to Cherri 
Womac, EVOS Trustees Council, 7/29/2005.  
600.105.050729.EVOSTCszmap.doc

PWSRCAC comments on the U.S. Coast Guard Federal 
Register, June 1, 2005 - Draft Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement for Vessel 
and Facility Response Plans for Oil: 2003 
Removal Equipment Requirements & Alternative 
Technology Revisions, to Docket USCG-2000-
7833, USCG U.S. Coast Guard, 7/28/2005.  
600.105.050728.DPEIScmts2CG.fdr

Letter to Alyeska requesting their assistance and 
participation with the upcoming Resources for 
an ISAR delegation, to Ruth Black, Alyeska, 
7/22/2005.  350.105.050722.APSCISAR.doc

PWSRCAC transmittal letter to the National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants Organic 
Liquids Distribution (non-gasoline) Docket A-
98-13,  giving them a copy of PWSRCAC’s report 
titled “The Profitability and Economic Viability 
of Alaska North Slope and Associated Pipeline 
Operations,” to Kent Hustvedt, U.S. EPA, 
7/20/2005.  557.105.050720.ProfitRpt2EPA.
doc

Public Records Request to ADEC requesting 
information in the trends associated with ballast 
water discharge at the VMT.   FOIA, to Betty 
Schorr, ADEC, 7/19/2005.  557.105.050719.
DECfoiaBWaff.doc

Letter to ADEC regarding Main Bay Hatchery 
Response Equipment Maintenance, to John 
Kotula, ADEC, 7/19/2005.  600.105.050719.
MainBayInspt.doc

A letter, accompanying the Peer Listener DVD, 
that explains the DVD and the Coping with 
Technological Disasters guidebook.  The 
letter and DVD were sent to all mental health 
organizations within the oil spill region, 7/12/2005.  
656.105.050712.PeerListener

A letter to all the harbormasters / port directors in the 
oil spill region commending them for their hard 
work and providing a background on the various 
non-indigenous species found in Alaska waters.  
PWSRCAC is providing the harbormasters / 
port directors with two copies of the Alaska NIS 
ID cards provided by the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, 7/12/2005.  952.105.050712.
Harbormaster.pdf

A letter to McKie Campbell, the Commissioner 
of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
expressing PWSRCAC’s appreciation for 
Dr. Robert Piorkowski, the Invasive Species 
Program Coordinator with ADF&G, 7/12/2005.  
952.105.050712.Piorkowski.pdf

A letter in response to PWSRCAC letter dated 
7/7/2005 stating that the Docking Tug amendment 
does not change the minimum number of tugs 
required for docking and undocking but allows 
for deviation from the number upon mutual 
agreement of the tanker master, SWAPA pilot, and 
the VMT technician, to John Devens, PWSRCAC, 
7/11/2005.  651.300.050711.ADECtugResp.doc

PWSRCAC letter in response to ADEC’s letter dated 
June 27, 2005 from Rebecca A. Lewis (ADEC) to 
Robert Shoaf (Alyeska) with the subject:  approval 
of revised Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) oil 
spill discharge prevention and contingency plan 
(c-plan), ADEC plan no. 033-CP-4057, Docking 
Tug amendment dated June 10, 2005 and Closure 
of Notice of Violation (NOV) enforcement tracking 
number 05-40.4260, to Bill Hutmacher, ADEC, 
7/7/2005.  651.105.050705.ADECDockTug.doc

PWSRCAC comments on the proposed changes to 18 
AAC 75 Alaska’s Oil and Hazardous Substanes 
Pollution Control Regulations: Phase II oil spill 
prevention, to Craig Wilson, ADEC, 6/30/2005.  
600.105.050630.CPRcmts2ADEC.doc

Letter of support to the Alaska Conservation Foundation 
for the Copper River Watershed Projects 
application for funding to develop an illustrated 
model of a TAPS spill at pipeline river crossings in 
the Copper River Watershed, to Deborah Williams, 
Alaska Conservation Foundation, 6/30/2005.  
658.105.050630.CRWPSupport.doc

Compliance Schedule Amendment for the VMT 
C-plan regarding response training, 6/29/2005.  
651.105.050629.VMTcplanSche.pdf

Letter in response to SL Ross’ proposal for an 
investigation of Response Gap and Closure Limits 
Pertaiing to Oil Spill Response in Prince William 
Sound, to Dr. Ken Trudel, SL Ross Environmetnal 
Research Limited, 6/24/2005.  756.105.050624.
Resp2LateRFP.doc

Cover letter to Rick Dunn with Resolution 05-
05 approved by the Board at the May Board 
meeting thanking Mr. Dunn for his service 
while with SeaRiver in Valdez, to Rick Dunn, 
SeaRiver Maritime, 6/22/2005.  210.105.050622.
DunnResCvr.doc

PWSRCAC comments on the 2004 Best Available 
Technology Conference Report (BAT), to Betty 
Schorr, ADEC, 6/15/2005.  600.105.050615.
ADEC04BATcmt.doc

A response to the FOIA regarding the marine causality 
on March 13, 2005 involving the T/V Overseas 
Washington and all information regarding the 
fire incident on January 22, 2005 involving the 
T/V Kenai, to John Devens, Prince William 
Sound RCAC, 6/13/2005.  800.300.050613.
USCGFOIAresp.doc

Letter of recommendation for Mr. Fred Felleman to be 
seated on the newly approved Oil Spill Advisory 
Council for the State of Washington, to Governor 
Christine Gregoire, State of Washington, 6/9/2005.  

210.105.050609.FellemanOSAC.doc
PWSRCAC’s appeal of ADEC’s denial of a public 

records request requesting a copy of the April 
12, 2005 Notice of Violation (NOV) issued 
to Alyeska regarding the T/V Polar Alaska 
docking at the Valdez Marine Terminal, to Kurt 
Fredriksson, ADEC Commissioner, 6/6/2005.  
651.105.050606.ADEDnovDeny.doc

Letter to the ADEC Division of Water Director 
requesting an invitation for Prince William Sound 
RCAC to participate in the NPDES Primacy 
Work Group, to Dan Easton, ADEC, 6/1/2005.  
551.105.050601.Primacy WGreq.doc

Transmittal letter for Prince William Sound RCAC’s  
report titled “Hydrocarbon Biodegradation in 
the Ballast Water Treatment Facility, Alyeska 
Marine Terminal” to the U.S. EPA regarding its 
National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants Organic Liquids Distribution (non-
gasoline) Docket A-98-13., to Kent C. Hustvedt 
and the Air and Raditation Docket and Information 
Center, U.S. EPA, 6/1/2005.  557.105.050601.
McroblRptCvr.doc

Letter expressing Prince William Sound RCAC’s 
concern that the regulatory and statutory changes 
to the ACMP will result in increased effects to 
coastal uses and resources, to Randy Bates, DNR, 
5/20/2005.  600.105.050520.DNRacmp.doc

A letter informing five firms of their approval to be 
included in the Prince William Sound RCAC 
Dispersants Contractor Pool starting July 1, 2005.  
The same letter was sent to: James R. Payne, Payne 
Environmental Consultants, Inc. Elise DeCola, 
Nuka Research and Planning Group, LLC Merv 
Fingas, Oil Spill Specialist Elizabeth Copeland, 
Cold Water Consulting Stephen Potter, SL Ross 
Environmental Research Limited, to, Dispersants 
Contractor Pool, 5/19/2005.  955.105.050519.
DispersPool.pdf

Letter regarding tankers over 150,000 dead weight tons 
docking with two instead of three tugs, to ADEC, 
5/13/2005.  651.105.050513.ADEC3tugAmnd.
doc

Letter regarding S. 363 “Ballast Water Management 
Act of 2005”, to Senator Ted Stevens, U.S. Senate, 
5/12/2005.  952.105.050512.S363Stevens.doc

Subscribe to the Observer!
Keep up with the news about oil tankers, oil 
spill prevention and response, activities of the 
citizens’ council, and other issues related to oil 
transportation in Alaska waters.

The Observer is published four times a year and 
is free to anyone interested.

To get on our mailing list, just fill out the form 
below and mail it to us. Or send an email to anch@
pwsrcac.org with your name and full mailing 
address. Or you can call us at 1-800-478-7221.

For more information on the citizens’ council, 
including the full text of recent Observers, visit 
our Web site at www.pwsrcac.org.

Sign Me Up!
Name:

Address:

City/St/Zip:
Return to: Prince William Sound RCAC

3709 Spenard Road, #100
Anchorage AK 99503

Council documents offered
(Continued)
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Prince William Sound
Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council

The Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
is an independent, non-profit corporation formed after the 1989 Exxon 
Valdez oil spill to minimize the environmental impacts of the trans-
Alaska pipeline terminal and tanker fleet.

The council  has 18 member organizations, including communities 
affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and groups representing Alaska 
Native, aquaculture, environmental, commercial fishing, recreation 
and tourism interests in the spill region.

The council is certified under the federal Oil Pollution Act of 1990 
as the citizen advisory group for Prince William Sound, and operates 
under a contract with Alyeska Pipeline Service Co.  The contract, 
which is in effect as long as oil flows through the pipeline, guarantees 
the council’s independence, provides annual funding, and ensures 
the council the same access to terminal facilities as state and federal 
regulatory agencies.

The council’s mission:  Citizens promoting
environmentally safe operation of

the Alyeska terminal and associated tankers.

Board of Directors
President:  Stan Stephens - AK Wilderness Recreation & Tourism Assoc.
Vice President:  Steve Lewis - City of Seldovia
Secretary:  Marilynn Heddell - City of Whittier
Treasurer:  Jane Eisemann - City of Kodiak

John Allen - Community of Tatitlek
Sharry Miller - Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation
Nancy Bird - City of Cordova
Al Burch - Kodiak Island Borough
Sheri Buretta - Chugach Alaska Corporation
Patience Andersen Faulkner - Cordova District Fishermen United
John French - City of Seward
Tom Jensen - Alaska State Chamber of Commerce
Blake Johnson - Kenai Peninsula Borough
Pete Kompkoff - Community of Chenega Bay
Jim Nestic - Kodiak Village Mayors Assoc.
Walter Parker - Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition
Connie Stephens - City of Valdez
George Levasseur - City of Valdez
John Velsko - City of Homer

Staff
John S. Devens, Executive Director

Anchorage
Joe Banta, Project Manager
Gregory Dixon, Financial Manager
Stan Jones, Director of External Affairs
Lisa Ka’aihue, Director of Administration
Linda Robinson, Outreach Coordinator
Mary Schonberger, Administrative Assistant
Susan Sommer, Project Manager
Linda Swiss, Project Manager

Valdez
Tamara Byrnes, Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Fleming, Executive Assistant
Dan Gilson, Project Manager
Tom Kuckertz, Project Manager
Roy Robertson, Project Manager
Donna Schantz, Director of Programs

3709 Spenard Road, Suite 100
Anchorage AK 99503
Phone: 907-277-7222
Toll-free: 800-478-7221
Fax: 907-277-4523

339 Hazelet, PO Box 3089
Valdez AK 99686
Phone: 907-835-5957
Toll-free: 877-478-7221
Fax: 907-835-5926

Internet:  www.pwsrcac.org
Email: anch@pwsrcac.org

It’s been a busy spring, with 
the council participating in several 
conferences and symposiums held in 
our region.  The most recent were the 
Kachemak Bay Science conference in 
Homer and Kodiak’s Whalefest.

This year the Science Conference 
focused on “An exchange of scientific 
and local/traditional ecological knowl-
edge.”  Themes included Observing the 
Ocean, Observing Wild-
life, Observing Nearshore 
Habitats, Observing and 
Detecting Change in the 
Nearshore, Observing the 
Watershed, and Long-
term Observation, which 
incorporated contribu-
tions from the Seldovia 
Village Tribe, and resi-
dents of Port Graham and 
Nanwalek.

The council put up its 
information booth for the event.

Kasitsna Bay Laboratory
The conference culminated with 

a field trip to the Kasitsna Bay Labo-
ratory, located near Seldovia.  This 
research laboratory is operated by the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks and 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.  It has recently been 
remodeled and now has a bunkhouse, 
dormitory, dry laboratories with micro-
scopes, and a 4,000 square-foot wet 
lab with running seawater.  Courses 
such as Scientific Diving (supported 
by an active cold water diving facility), 
Marine Biology and Ecology, and Kelp 
Forest Ecology are offered.  The lab 
is also available for those wishing to 
conduct research, or to bring in students 
to participate in science studies for a 
small fee.  The facility is connected to 
Seldovia by road and has two boats.

A new dock and pier were built.  
The flowing sea water system is sup-
plied with water brought up from the 
bay and stored in two 9,600-gallon 
tanks.  It is fed into the wet lab through 
a series of pipes in the ceiling and put 
into tanks as needed for research.

The facility was built in 1959 under 
the federal Bureau of Commercial 
Fisheries, now known as the National 
Marine Fisheries Service.  For the 
past five years it has been undergoing 
reconstruction to bring the facility up to 
code and to be available  for scientific 
research for scientists and for students.  
During the Exxon Valdez Oil spill the 
site was used to thaw frozen scallops 
and clams shipped in from Washington 
State to feed rescued otters.  One staff 
person mentioned that as they were 
thawing out scallops and clams for the 
otters, the staff was dining on peanut 
butter sandwiches.

For more information, visit the 

website www.westnurc.uaf.edu/kbay/
facilities.html.

At Kodiak’s WhaleFest, the coun-
cil sponsored a poetry contest and 
received over 150 entries.  The winners 
read their poems at a poetry reading and 
artist’s reception on April 21.

Youth Involvement
A new council project will focus 

on finding high school 
and undergraduate col-
lege students to sit on 
some of our committees 
and project teams.  Suc-
cessful applicants will 
be placed with mentors 
who will help orient them 
and will provide infor-
mation on the projects 
being studied.  The goal 
is to recruit a student for 
each of the council’s four 

standing technical advisory commit-
tees.  Besides participating in com-
mittee meetings via telephone, each 
student will be eligible for council-paid 
travel to attend one committee meet-
ing and one board meeting in person.  
We hope some of the students will be 
able to receive credit for this work.  
For more information on this project 
and other youth activities, see our 
new web page, http://www.pwsrcac.
org/outreach/youth.html.  If you are 
a student, or the teacher of a potential 
applicant, please contact me at robin-
son@pwsrcac.org.

Visitors from France
 Two members of Vigipol, the 

French oil-spill-prevention organiza-
tion that turned 25 last year, are coming 
to visit Alaska.  Jean-Baptiste Henry, 
Science Director for Vigipol, and 
Sophie Bahe, a Vigipol intern working 
on her doctorate in geomorphology, 
will visit from May 16-June 2.  We 
will take them to Valdez, Cordova, 
Whittier, Kenai, and Homer so they 
can meet with various organizations 
related to oil transportation and science.  
Accompanying them will be Marion 
Fourcade, a French sociologist who 
works at the University of California 
Berkeley.

On the Road Again
Upcoming activities that we will 

participate in include the Homer 
Shorebird festival, May 4-7; the Sea-
side Expo in Valdez, May 27-29;  the 
Arctic Marine Oilspill Program confer-
ence in Vancouver BC, June 6-8; the 
North American Benthological Society 
conference in Anchorage, June 4-8; the 
Alaska Oceans Festival in Anchorage, 
June 10; and the Copper River Nouveau 
fundraiser for the Prince William Sound 
Science Center, June 17.

Community Corner

Spring sees events in Homer, Kodiak

Linda Robinson

THE OBSERVER is the quarterly newsletter of the Prince William 
Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council.  Except where noted, 
Observer articles are written by Stan Jones, director of external affairs.  
For a free subscription, contact either council office.


