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Background

March 1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill injured 

overwintering marine birds including:

 9 marine bird species

 1 marine bird species group 

NOAA



Objectives

ÅIdentify high-use marine 

bird areas in PWS during 

late winter (March)

ÅProvide recommendations 

for prioritizing oil spill 

response efforts in and 

around the tanker escort 

lane & other key areas in 

PWS



Methods

March Fieldwork 

Strip transect surveys 

Species & Number

Behavior

12 species groups   

14 Survey Years

EVOS Trustees  

2007-2014

2018-2020

RCAC + EVOS

2021-2023



Surveys occurred in 249 cells

FOR EACH CELL CALCULATED:

# years species group observed / 
# years cell was surveyed)

Average birds/km2 

 All Birds

 Each Species Group 

5 km x 5 km grid cells

Hot Spot Analyses 
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15 marine bird surveys during late winter (March)


